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ADVERTISEMENT- 



RESPECTING the fource from whicTi the follow- 
ing letters have been drawn, and the grounds 
on which the reader is expefted to reft his belief 
of their authenticity, it may be fufficient to inform 
him (and, for the truth of the affertion, to appeal 
to His Excellency, Thomas Pinckney, the Ameri- 
can Minifter Plenipotentiary), that permiffion was 
obtained from the proper authority, to tranfcribc, 
from the original papers preferved in the Secretary 
of State's office in Philadelphia, thefe and fundry 
other authentic documents relating to the contcft 
between the colonies and the mother country, viz. 
Letters from the Commanders of the continental 
forces, and other perfons employed in the public 
fervice, — intercepted Letters from Britifli Officers 
and other adherents to the royal caufe, — Com- 
munications from the Governors, Conventions, and 
Committees of the feveral American States, — Dif- 
patches from Agents and Commiffioners, — Inftruc- 
tions, — Reports of Committees of Congrefs, — ^parts 
of the Secret Journals hitherto unpubliflied, — and 
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Various other pieces elucidative of the events v^hich 
led to and finally eftabliflied American Indepen- 
dence. 

That permiffion was granted early in the year 
1 792, and immediate advantage was taken of the in- 
dulgence ; though, from various circumftances, of 
little confequence to the reader to know, the pub- 
lication has been fo long delayed. Even at this 
late period, the editor contents himfelf v/ith laying 
before the public but a part of the colicttion, — in- 
tending, if thefe volumes meet with a favorable re- 
ception, to continue the publication, and prefeiit 
his readers with -a variety of interefting pieces 
penned by the leaders and principal agents in the 
American Revolution, and tending to throw light 
on many important tranfa6tions that have hitherto 
beai either enveloped in total darknefs, or, at 
beft, but obfcurely perceived, and imperfeftly un- 
der ftood. 

Some parts of thefe letters may perhaps appear 
too full of minutiae to intereft thatclafs of readers, 
who, unaccuftomed to enter into the inveftigation 
of eaufes or confequences, delight only in recitals 
of battles, fieges, and other ftriking occurrences 
which conftitute the more prominent features of 
hiilory. But, to the reafoning philofophic reader, 
\Vho wifl'ips to explore the fecret fprings of a6lion, 
■^-*-to trace events to their remote and latent caufes, 
—to difcover and examine the fubordinate and col- 
lateral circumftances (oft tfiHing in appearance, 
and generally overlooked by the vulgar eye), 

»ich^ in the druggies of contending nations, give 
/ a pre« 
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a preponderancy to the one or the other fcale,-*- 
thofe minute details will, it is prefumed, be far 
from unacceptable, as furnifliing him with that 
fpecies of information, upon which alone he can 
venture to ground a decifive opinion, and which he 
xnight elfewher^ feek in vain. 

The inclofures, frequently referred to in thefe 
volumes, would ftill further contribute to fet every 
circumilance in a clearer and ftronger light ; and k 
was the editor's original intention that they fliould 
have accompanied the letters to which they refpec- 
tively belong. Obftacles however, at prefenl infur- 
mountable, ftand in the way of their immediate pub- 
lication : but, when thefe are removed, the papt^rs 
alluded to fhall make their appearance in form of 
an Appendix,*— fuch . parts of them at leaft,^ as are 
of a curious and interefting nature. 

Meanwhile the reader will obferve that it was 
deenacd as yet premature to publifla certain paf- 
fages of thefe letters : fome omiflions have of courfe 
taken place, which are every where pointed out by 
afterllks, and which will be fupplied at a pro- 
per feafon, probably not far diftant. — On the 
other hand, in perhaps half a dozen inftances, a 
lingle word has been hazarded on conjetture, to 
fill up a chafm, where either the original or the 
copy happened to be torn or defaced ; in which 
cafes, the fupplemental words are inclofed within 
crotchets and printed in Italic. — A few entire let- 
ters, moreover, as appears by reference made to 
them in fubfequent ones, are here wanted to com- 
plete the chain of corrcfpondence. Thefe the edi- 
9 tor 
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tor can give no account of, as the originals appear 
^ have been loft from the files of office- 

About a dozen letter^, v^Titten by the generar$ 
fecretary *^ are here inferted ; — a few from the ge- 
neral himfelf to the board of war, or committee 
of Congrefs, — one to the prelident of the New- 
York Convention, and one to R. Morris, efquire, 
in the department of finance. Thefe it was 
thought impropeiLto omit : not did it feem worth 
while, on accpunt of a few exceptions, to make 
any alteration in the general title of the book. 

♦ Mr. R» H. Harrifon, refpc6ling whom^ the reader is re- 
quefted to corre<5t an error in Vol. I. page 240, line 6, where, 
inftead of ' aidesy he (hould read ^/ecretarie^\ — Another niiftake 
occurs in page 26 of the fame volume, line J2, where ^fourth* 
ihould be read iDllea4 of ^fourteenths 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON 
TO CON G.R £ S S. 



To the UMorahle Members tf the Cdnilnental Cbn^refs^ at 
Philadelphia. 

A HE ram oit fridiy aftetiioort and feturday^-^^e advice 
of fcveral gentlemen of the Jferfeys and this city, by no meansr 
10 croffi Hudfon's river at the lower f&ty — ^ahd Ibme other 
circomftahces, too trivial to mentioh, prevented my arrival 
at diis place, tintil the afteirrio6n of this Aty* ^ 

In the momingj afier giviiig geneiial lS:!iijyler futh ordet*i 
as, fibril the refnlt of my inquiry into -matters Here, appear 
iiecedary, 1 fhall fet out on my journey to the canipr at Boft 
tbn^ and fhafi prot^d with* all the dilpatch m my povrer'l 
l^owder is fo eflfcintial an article, that I canndtbeSp ^gain n^ 
pcaftHig thcf neceffity of afuppfly. The caifap at Bofton, from 
the bcft account r call get frbfe tlience, is burvery pooti^ 
f applied. At diii' i^ace} they- Have fcirte-atty** Viaifiiitf 
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arc provided at general Woofter's camp, I have not beerl 
able yet to learn. 

Governor Tryon is arrived, and general Schuyler direfted 
to tf^vKc you of the line of conduft he moves in^ 1 {enr it 
will not be very favorable to the American caufe. 

I have only to add, that I am, with great refpeft and 
regard, gentlemen, your moft obedient and obliged humble 
fcrvant, G" Washington. 



To John Hancock, Efqulre^ Prcjident ofCongrefs. 

New Yothifunday^ 24/// June^ ^775* 5 o\hti^ P. M. 

Sir, 

ITPON my amval here this afternoon, I was inform- 
ed that an cxprcfs was in town, from the provincial camp 
in Maflachufetts-Siy ; and having feen, amcmg the papers in 
his poffeflion, a letter dire*5^eil to you as prefident of the 
C'^ongrcfs, 1 have taken the liberty to open it, I was induced 
n^ take that liberty, by feveraJ gentlemen of Ncw-Yotk 
who WTrr anxious to know ihe particulars of the atFair of 
the iVvcnt^vnth inftaut^ and agncablc to tiic orJcrs of many 
members of the Coni^ref!?, who judged it ncceflary diat I 
Ibouki avail mylaf of iKc but iutarm^tkm iu the courfe ot 
my journey* 

You will find, fir, by tliat Uucr. u great want of powder 
in the pix>vitKul anQr*.>vhkh 1 tincer^^iy hope die Cougndfs 
wilt fu{^y as fpcedily and a:^ ctfcclually as iu their pow^r. 
Oa»i thoufaad |^tt»fe m VkxI^ht xixre ten: tv> the cainip ac 
Oambrid^ three day^ ago, fruiu this lity i which has left 
this pijLCv^ alavvMi dtftkutc of that nevxiVAry ankle ; th-ere bt- 
lO^ at thi$ tiuiie^ iLixxa the beft iuts^invkdotw no( mor^ duui 
four b4r:xta<rf (MViskr it\ the city of Ncw-Y^k. 

1 piv^fv>Jc t^> tet v>lf &kr the prvviucijd cjuup tcxno^row, 
ani wi-t uCcaU |>^\Uc dtt^tclk tv.^ joiu ;hc fo;cci :^^re. 
. iVoj^ t) uMis^^my 03n\pliitaea'3i ta tdc s^asticaxn cf dgc 
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Congrefc ; and believe me to be, fir, your obliged friend> 
and humble fervant, . G. W. 

. £N. B. All thejuhfe^uem letters^ mi othtr^ife exprefsly di-- 
remedy are addreffed to tht Frefident of Congrefrfor thi 
. time being ^l 



SlR> Catfip at Cambridge^ ^uly 10) 1775!. 

1 Arrived fafe at this, place on the third inftant, aftef 
a journey attended with a good deal of fatigue, and retarded 
by neceffary attention? to the fucceffive civilities which ac- 
companied me in my whole routes 

Upon my arrival^ 1 immediately vifited the feveral pofts- 
occupied by our troops ; and, as foon 4s the weather permitted* 
reconnoitred thofe of the enemy. I found the latter ftrongly 
intrenched on Bunker Vhill, about a mile from Charleftown^ 
and advanced about half a mile from the place of the late ac- 
tion, with their centries extended about one hundred and fifty, 
yards on this fide of the narrowell part of the neck leading 
from this, place to Charleftown* Three floating bi^tteries Ue 
in Myfiick river near their camp, and one twenty^-gun Ihip 
below the ferry place between Bofton and Charleftown. They 
Jiave alfo a battery on Copfe-hill, on the Bofton fide, which. 
- much annoyed our troops in the late attack. Upon the nqck> 
th^y have alfo deeply intrenched and fortified. Their ad-* 
vanced guards, till laft faturday mornings occupied* Browu*$ 
lioufes, about a mile from Roxbury meeting-houfe, atid 
twenty roods fiom their lines : but> at that time> a party-, 
from general Thomases camp furprifed the guard,, drove , 
them in, and burned the houfes. The bulk of their army, 
commanded by general Howe, lies on Bunker^s-hill, and the 
remainder on Roxbury-neck, except the light horfe, and a 
few men in the town of Bofion* 

On pur fide, we have thrown up injrcnchmcnts on Win-_ 

Ba \sst 
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ttr and VrotpeG: hiUs,— -the enemy's camp in full view^ at 
the diftance of little more than a mile. . Such intermediate 
points as wotild admit a landing, I have iince my arrival 
taken care to ftiengthen, down to Sewal's bum^ wher^ a 
ftroQg intrenchment has. been dirown up* At Roxbury, ge- 
neral Thomas has thrown up a (Irong work oa die Kill, 
about two hundred yards above the meeting-houfe ; which, 
with the brokennefs of the ground, and a great number of 
rocks, has made that pafs very fecure. The troops raife^ in 
New-Hampftiirc, with a regiment from RhodeJfland, oc- 
cupy Winter-hill : a part of thofc from Connc6licut, under 
general Putnam, arc on Profpe6l-hill. The troops in this 
town are entirely of the Maffachufetts : the remainder of the 
Rhode-Ifland-men are at SewaPs Farm. Two regiments of 
Connecticut, and nine of the Maffachufetts, are at Rox- 
bury. The refidue of the army, to the number of about 
feven hundred, are ported in feveral fmall towns along the 
co^ft, to prevent the depredations of the enemy. 

Upon the whole, I- think myfelf authoriled to fay, that, 
confidering the great extent of line and the nature of the 
ground^ we are as well fecured, as could be expected in fa 
ihoit a time, and under the difadvantages we labor. Thefe 
Gotofxft in u want of engineers to conftnift proper works and 
direft the men, a \\-ant of tools, and a fufficicnt number of 
EAen- to man the works in cafe of an attack. You will ob- 
ferve, by the proceedings x>f the council of war which I have 
the honor to inclofe, tnat it is our unanimous opinion, to 
h'oM' and defend rficfe works as long as poffiWe, The dif- 
courageraent it \touW give the men, and its contrary effefts 
oh the miniftcrial- troops, thus to abandon our encamp- 
ment- in their face, formed with fo much labor, — added to 
the Certain deftruftion of a considerable and valuable extent 
of country, and our uncertainty of finding a place in all re- 
fpc<9« fo capable of making a ftarid, — are leading reafons for 
this determination. At the fame time we are very fenfible- 
of 'the difficulties whicb attend the defence of lines of jb 

great 



OFFICIAL BETTERS. 5 

gfeat extent, aod tbq 4&ttgers whi<2h may ^nfue from f«eh 
a dlvifioh of (he army.. 

My e^rneft tvift. to cotnply ttrkb the inftrui^ioiis of the 
Congrefs, 14 o^akiag an early and complete return of die 
ftate of $he aUny, has .led into an invG^lUntary delay of ad- 
dreffing you ; whidi h^a giyeii me much concern. Having 
given wiifrk for dib piirpofe ihimediately on my arrival^^^ 
and unapprifed of the impeff^tSt obedieitce ^Which had been 
paid to thofe of fhe like natnfe from general Ward, I was 
led from day to' day to expedl they would come in, ahd 
dierefor^ detained the meffengcr. They are not now fo 
coriipiete as I could wiih: but. much dlowance is to be made 
for ihexperieiice in forms, and a liberty which had been 
taken (not giren) on this fobJciS;. . Thefc Kafons* I flatter 
Biyfdf, Tvill no longer exift ; andy of eonfequence, more re- 
gularity and exad^nefs will in future prevdil. Thii, wkh a 
necseflkry attention to the lines, the movements of the mint£» 
terial'^ troops, and our immediate focufity, fbuft be my apd-* 
logy, whi^h i beg yo© to lay before* Gongreft \<^itb Jihe ut- 
aaioft dutjr and refpilStw •' r . . ,!:...; 

W^Uabor todef greaf di£itdvanta^ ^ want of tents': 
for, though they have been 'heJiM put by a coHec^ion of 
now ufelefs fails from the fea-port towns, the number is. fip: 
ibort of our tt^emcie^v • TheocJlegftS'rand houfes of this 
tovi^n are neceffarHy' oeon^ed by the troops ; which alFor^^ 
another reafoi* for keeping our plTcfent fituatiou. But I moft 
fmcerely wifh the whojii^'iirtpy was-properly provided to take 
the field, as I am wrfl affured, that (.befides . greater expedi- 
tion and activity irj cafe of alarm) it yt:Qqld highly conduce 
to health- and difcipii|>e* As material^ arq .not to be had 
here, I would beg leave to recommend the procuring a far?- 
ther fupply from Pbiladelphiay as fpon as poffible. 

liheuld be extremely deficient in gratitude as well as jujftice» 

if I did not take the firft opportunity to acknowledge the 

readinefs and attention, which the provincial Congrefs and 

' diSerffit committees^ h^ye. fbewn, to make every thing 1^ 

B 3 cov>;s^^\sscx 
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^convenient and agreeable as pofEble. But there is a vh^l 
and inherent principle of delay, incompatible with militaiy 
i fer^ice, in tranfaifiling htkfinefs through fuch nunnerous and 
i difFerent channels, I eftecm it therefort my duty to reprii- 
fent the inconvenience which muft unavoidably enfue ftonn 
.a dependence oil -a number of perfons for fupplles ; andf fub- 
mit it to the confideration of Congrefs, whether the public fer- 
vice will not be beft promoted by appointing a commiflary- 
general for thefc purpofes. We have a ilriking inftancc of 
the preference of fuch a mode, in the eftablidiment of Cbri- 
nefilicut, as their troops are extremely well provided under 
the dire£Hon of Mr. Trumbull, and he has at difFerent times 
affifted others with various articles. Should my fentitnents, 
happily coihcide with thofe of your honors on this fubjedl, 
-I beg leave to recommend Mr. Trumbull as a. very proper 
•perfon for this department. In the arrangement of trooj>s 
coUefted under fuch circumftances, . and upon the fpur of 
immediate neceffity, feveral appointments are omitted,- which 
appear to be indifpenfably neceflary for the good govenimem 
of the army — particularly a quarter-raafter-general, a com- 
miffary of muftdrs, and a commiflary of artillery. Thefe I 
Hiuft eameftly f^commehd to the notice and provifion of the 
Congrefs, 

I find myfelf already rnueh embarrafled, for want of a mi- 
liary cheft. Thefe embarrafTments-will increafe every day : 
1 muft therefore requeft that money may be forwarded as 
foon as poffiMe,, The want of this moft neteffary article 
-will (I fear) produce great inconveniences, if not prevented 
by an early attention. I find the anhy in general, and tl>€ 
Woops raifed ill Maffachufetts in particular, very deficient 
in ncceffary eloathing. Upon inquiry, there appears no 
probability of obtaining any fupplies in this quarter : and, on 
the beft eonfideration of this matter I aai able to form, I ani of 
opinion that a number of hunting (hirts (not lefs than ten 
thoufand) would in a great degree remove this difficulty, 
in the che^a^eft and quickeft manner. 1 know nothing, in a 

fpeculatjve 
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fpeculative view, more trivial, yet, if put in practice, would 
f)ave a happier tendency to unite the men, and aboliih thofe^ 
provincial diftin£iioos which lead to jealoufy and .diflatif^ 
fa£tion. 

In a forraer part of this lettexi, I mentioned the want of 
engineers. I can hardly exprefs the dif;^ppointment.I have 
experienced on this fubje£l,-r-the Ikill of thofe weKave ii- 
ing very imperfefl, and conHheyi to Jt^e mere manual exer- 
cife of cannoii ; whereas the war in wfeicli we are engaged 
requires a knowledge, comprehending the. duties, of phe field, 
and fortification. If any pprfonis.thus qualjfied^are to. be. 
found in the foulhern colonies, it wciiild "fee 6f i;i:eat' putmc 
feryice to forward them with alj* expedition* ', . • 

Upon the article of aitimunition, f ihuft re-eclio me for- 
lyier complaints o;i this.fubjedl.. We are'Xo exceediiigly'delp-* 
tute,-that our artillery will be of little ufe, without a fiipply. 
both large aij3 feafona^le. What we have muft bp referved 
for tlie fmall arms^ ajajd Jthat njj^iagpd with the ufanoft^fru- 
gaiity. * * * 

The fta^e of tlie army you will fi^d afcertained with, toler- 
able preciiion in the returns which accompany this ktten* 
Upon finding the number of m^a to fall fo far fliort of the, 
eftablifhment, and below all expeftation, 1 immediatdy calU 
ed a council of th.c geneical officers, whofe opuiion (as to the 
mode of Siting up th^ regiments, and providing for the pre^- 
ftot exigency) I have the honor of inclofing, together witli 
the heft judgment we are ^ble to form of the miniAerial 
(troops. Froiji the oumber of bpys, deferters, ^n(\ negroes, 
that have been ehlifted in the troops of this province, I en-, 
lertain fome doubts whether tlie number required cau be 
raifed here : and all the general officer^ agree that ho depen- 
dence can be put on the militia, for a continuance in camp^ 
or regularity and difciplijie during the ihort time tliev may 
ftay. This unhappy and devotj^d province iias been fo long 
ii) a ftate of anarchy, and the yoke * * * * * 
been laid fo heavily on it, that great allowances are to be 
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Qiade for troops raifed under fuch circumftances. The dcm 
ficiency of numbei s» difcipline, and ftorc8> can only lead to 
this conclufion-— that their fpirit has exceeded their ftrength. 
But at the fame time I would humbly fubmit to the confidcr- 
8tion of Congrcfs the propriety of ipaking fome further pro- 
viiion of men from the other colonics. If thefe regiments 
^ould be completed to their eftablifhment, the difmiffion of 
dbofe itfifit for duty oo account of their ag<i and chara£ler 
yould occafion a copfiderable redudion ; and, at all events^ 
they have been enlifted upon fuch terms, that they may be 
diibanded ^heu other troops arrive. But ihould my appre* 
heniions be re^lifecL and die regiments here not filled up, the 
public caufe would fufier by an abfolute dependence upon 
fo doubtful an event» qnlefs fomc provifiou is made againfl 
(uch a idifa^i^ointoe^^ . . 

It requires no military fkill, to judge of the difl^culty of 
introducing proper difcipline aqd fubordination into an arp[iy 
while we have, the enemy in view, an^d are in daily expe^a- 
tion of an attack : but it is of fo much imporj:ance, that every 
effb;t^ will bp made, which time and circum(l:ance.s will ad- 
mit. In the mean time I have a fmcere pleafure in obferv^ 
ing tliat diere aije materials for a good army— -a grea^ num* 
ber of ^ble?bodied i|pien, aSive, zealous in the caufe, and of 
unquefliopable courage. 

I am now, fir, to acknowledge the receipt of yojur favoi: 
of the twenty-eighth, inclofing the refolution? of Congrefs, 
of the twenty-feventh ultimo, and a copy of a letter from the 
committee of Albany ; to all which I ihall pay due attention. 

Generals Gates and Sullivan have both arrived in 2ood 
health. 

My beft abilities are at all times devoted to the fervice of 
my country ; but I feel the weight, importance, and variety 
of my prcfent duties too fenfibly, not. to wifh a more imme* 
diate and frequent communication with the Congrefs. I fear 
it may often happen in the courfe of our prefent operations, 

that 
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diat I /hall np^d that ^ffift^ee end dirp<ai9H from thci»t 
which dpe and diftan.ce will qot allow me Co rQC^ivc 

Since writing the abqye, I havp alfo to acknpwkdgc your 
f^vpr qf tl^e fourdi inftw4 hy Fcffewjen, ^^l4 the receipt of thf 
comHiiiTions, aqd articles.qf y/^r, Th^ fprm^J :$iC;e y^t pjbl 
hundred j(hort of the niunher r^^nired. This 4eficioacy- yoii 
will pleafe to fupply as foon as you conveniently c^m* 
^mp^g ^Q.-pthe;* returf^SyJLh^ve ^ib.fent gn» of pur kiUed, 
:v^ounde49 wi. mifllng, in .the late adioa ; b\it hare; been afafci 
to procure no certaia apcpiuipji; of the lo£$.pf .thcaiinifleriaJl 
troops. My heft intelligence i^xea ii; at abaut five hundred 
killed, and fix or (eYei;\ Uyndrrf wp^nded: tv^^it is uo maw 
than cpni^^ure^T^lhe Utjpipfl: p^insbeinf tafcefi on. their (iife 
to cpncea} it, I hflive the hpi\oj tq be, &o. . (i W^ 

P. S. Having oFJieiie^ ^ cpit^nan^i^' oAf fr t^ gite mg 
tjh^ e^rli^ft uiteUig^^e, of f very m9Ck>n of tk^ enemy hj^ 
land gr:w/^ter, d^ic^np^^e frp^ ^q h^ight^ oi bi» camp* i 
Aisi ipfidinU as } wa$:Clofing kpy lettey» reociveid die incIofbA 
from the brigade majojl, ■! The defign of tbk maooeirvrs I 
l^ov^ ]^<^:^7^perbap9 it v^^yht tonDAke a def(x»jlrfimcwhciv 
alppg ^0; op.atft :— it iwy W fiw l&w-Yorka or ifitnagrhe 
pra^jTedt as a deception -on ua» I.thougbit itnot imprdpior 
hpweyer to. mention ^the tmtti^r ta you : I^ have done tbdr 
fame to the cpiximanding oiScer at New»York; and I fhali 
let it be. known to the committee of fafc^tyhere, ib- that mw 
tellige^co may be cQtnmunicatedy as: they fliall think beft^' 
alpng;the fea^^coaft of thia;goyermnent:. 



Sir,' Camp at Cambridge^ Jiify 14, 1775.' 

SINCE I did myfelf the honor of addreffing you on 
the tenth inftant, nothing material has happened in the camp« 
Vjom, fome authentic and U^r advices of the ftatc of die 
i?iinifl:erial troops, and the great inconvenience of calling in 
the militia in th? niidft of haryeft, I have been injji|ccd for tlwr 
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prcfcnt to wave it : — but in the mean time recruiting parties 
have been fcnt throughout this province, to fill up the regi- 
ments to the cftablifhment of the provincial Congrefs At the 
fame time* that I received thefe advices, I alfo obtained a 
lift of the officers of the enemy killed and wounded in the 
late battle at Charleftown, v^^hich I take this opportunity to 
inclofe* 

• The great fcarcity of fircfh proVifions in their army has 
led me to take every precaution to prevent a fupply : for this 
puipofe, I have ordered all the cattle and fheep to be drawn 
from' the low grounds and farnis vrithin*their reach. A de- 
tachment frotif ^general ThOm]as*ir camp, on wcdnefday night, 
went over t6 'Long-Ifland, ani brought from thence twenty 
cdttle and a number of fheep, with about "fifteen laborers 
who hadbedttptit on by a Mr. Ray Thomas, totJUtthc hay, 
ice. By foflft« accident they ortiitted burning the hay, ' afid 
teturnod the next day at noon to complete* it ; which they 
efFefled, amidftthc firing of the. (hipping* withthe lofs of 
iDne man ktUed 'i^nd another woimded. - ' ' 

Laft evening alfo a partyof the Gonnefticut-men ftrolled 
down on the marffi at Ro^ry, and fired upon a'centry ; 
which drew oo a; heavy- fire from the enemy's lines and 
floating balteries; but attended witb no other efFcft than the 
k>fs.of one kiUtdby a Aiot from- the enemy's linss* In the 
mean time, .we are, on both fides, continuing our works: 
but there hfisibcen no other movement than what I have no- 
ticed above. I (hall endeavor to give a regular and parti- 
cular account of all tranfadlions, as they occur, which you 
will pleafe to lay before the honorable Congrefs. I have the 
hpoor to be, &c» ... G. W, 



' Sir, .♦ - Camp at Gamiridge^ July 2i, 1775. 

SINCE I did myfelf the honor of addreffing you the 

fourteenth inftant, I have received advice from governor 

' Trumbull, 
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Trumbull, that the aflferably of Connefticut had voted, and 
that they arc now railing, two regiments of feven himdrdi 
men each, in confequence of an application from the proi^ 
-vmcial Congrefs of Maffachtifetts-Bay, The Rhode-Ifland 
aflembly has alfo made an augmentation for this purpofe. 
Thefc reinforcements, with the riflemen who are daily cj^ 
pe61:cd, and fuch recruits as may c6me in to fill up the regi- 
ments here, will, I apprehend, compofe an army fufficientlj 
ftrong to oppofe any force which may fee brought againft us 
•at prefent. I am very fenfible that the heavy expenfc, ne- 
cefiarily attendant upon this campaign, will call for the ut* 
flrtoft frugality and care, and would therefore, if poffible^ 
avoid enlifting one unncceffary man. As this is the firft 
<:ertain account of the deftination of thefe new-raifed troops 
I thought proper to communicate my fendments as early 
as poffible, left the Congrefs ftiould aS upon my letter of the 
tenth, and raife troops in die fouthern colonies, which, in 
xny prefent judgment, may be difpenfed with* 

For thefe eight days paft, there have been no movemenlt 
in either camp, of any confequence. On our fide, we hav« 
connnued the works without any intermiffion; and they am 
now fo far advanced as to leave us little to apprehend on thtrt 
ffcore. On the fide of* the enemy, they have alfo been very 
induftrious in finifhing dieir lines, both on Bunker's-hill and 
Roxbury*neck. In this interval alfo, their tranfports have 
arrived from New- York ; and they have been employed in 
landing and Rationing their men. I have been able to col* 
]6£t noicerta:in account of the numbers arrived: but the in« 
cldfed-lefterv wrote (though not figned) by Mr. Sheriff Lee, 
and delivered me by captain Darby (wh^ went exprefs with 
an account of the Lexington battle) will enable us to form a 
pretty accurate judgment. The increafe of tents and men 
in the town of Bofton is very obvious : but all my accounts 
from thence agree that there is a great mortality, occafioned 
by the want of vegetables and fieih meat ; and that their 
lofs in the late battle at Charleftown (from the few recoveries 
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of their wounded). is greater than at iirft fuppofed. Thb 
coodhion of the inhabitants detained in Bofton is very dif- 
Ircffing : diey are equally deflitute of the comfort of freih 
,prof ifions ; and many of them are fo ^educed in their cir- 
cwnftaoces, as to be unable to fupply themfelves with fall. 
Smch fiih as the foldiery leire is their principal fupporf. 
Added to all thi$» fucb fofpicion and jealoufy prevails, that 
ihrj can fcarcely fpeak, or even look, without expo(m|; 
Aeoafelves.to fome fpeciea of military execution. 

I have not been able, from any intelligence I have receive 
j^ to form any. certain judgment of the future operations of 
die.foetny. . Sometimes I have fufpcs£ted. an intention of dcs 
Hachnig a part of their arniy to feme part of the coaft» as 
Aey have boea building a number of'ilat-bottomcd boats, ca^ 
ffible of hoUtogrtwo jboodred men each. But, from their 
W9rks^ and the language held at Boftbn, there is rcafon to 
li^nk they expe43[ tte altivck from ui , and are principally en^ 
gaged in prepaxaOfg-themfelves againil it« i ha vie ordered all 
Arwbak^xMits aldng the coaft to be collefled: and fdme 
•f. them arcetoployed every- night, to, watch the motions of 
tbc encniyt by .wftleK> fo as to guard ^s much as poffiblcr 
•gaiift anyfurprife. * * * ; 

NqxI Hd die aiore immediate and preffing duties of putting 
0!tt.r J&aes in. as fecuce a flate as poflible,. attending to the 
su^vem^^tii of'd^ enenoiyy and* gaining intelligence, --^my 
gf ml .concern is to e(lal>lidi order, regularity, and difciplinc» 
■sfitbovt wbitfhy, ostr numbers wouftl cmbarrafs us»; and, in 
cftfe.of a£tionv.^Qeral confufion muft infaJliUy <n&i^»: In 
ordq|i-lo diis,. I.pcopofe to divide' the army into dutel divi- 
Sons :— 4^ the head of each, will be a generskl officer :-— 
tfcefe. divifions. to b^: again,. faWividfi^ intp: : brigades, un- 
dprr their rcfpe<5ive . brigadiers; But th^ difficulty arifing 
iromthe arrangiement of the general offi.cers, and waiting the 
j&rd)er proceedings of the Congfefs on tlxi^ fubie<£^, has mpdh 
retarded my pvogrefs in this moft oeceflary work. I fliouldi 
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W T€ry happy to receif^ their fuu^ command^, as any deter* 
mination would enable me to proceed in my plan* ♦ * * 
. In. addition ta die officers mentioned in mine of the tenth 
ioftanty I would humbly propofe that (bme provifioa (hould 
fee made for a judge^advocate, and provoft^^nariliaL Th< 
neceffity of die firft appointment was fo great, that I wa« 
€>bliged to- nominate a Mr. Tudor, who was well reoom^ 
mended to me, and now executes the office under an expec-* 
iBitioa of receiving captain^s pay-^an allowance (in my 
epiAion) fcarcely adequate to the fervice, in* new-raife^ 
troops, where diere are court-martials every day* However^ 
aa tUat is die ^oportion in the regular army, and he ta cda« 
tented, there will be no neceffity of an addition. 

I muft alfo- renew my requeft as to money,, and the ap** 
poiatmeat of a paymafler. I have forbore urging matters of 
this nature, from my knowledge of die many important con-*^ 
cmma which engage the attention of the Congrefs : bat as I 
find my difficulties thicken every day, I make no doubt, fuit- 
able regard wilLbe paid to a neceffity of this kind. The' 
inconvenience of horrowing fuch fums as are conftandy re*- 
quiiite mud be too plain for me to enlarge up^n, and is a' 
fttuation from which I ihould be very happy to be relieved. 

Upon the experience I have had, and the heft confidera-^ 
tioa of die appointment of the feveral offices of commiflary* 
general, mu(ler*mafler ^neral, quarter-^nafter^neral, pay^ 
mailer-*general, and coramifTary of aitill^ry, I am dearly of 
opinion.th^t they not. only conduce to order, difpatch, and 
difdpline^. but that it is a. meafure of economy. The delay, 
the wa&«,. and.uDpuni(hable negledl of duty, arifing from 
thefe offices beu^ in commiffion in feveral hands, evidently 
fhew that the publtG expenfe muft be finally enhanced.- I' 
h%Yti esqierienced. the want of thefe officers, in comjfdetiBg * 
tho returns . of men, ammunition, and ftores. The lattet' ara^ 
yet imperfed,. from the number of hands in which they 'air ' 
difperfed. I haveincloftti the laft- weekly return, which iS" 
OMMre acciuratfr thaiv the formers a^ hope in a. U«dk AkcA^<^ 

8 ^^ 
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Vfc (hall be perfedly regular in this as well as feveral otlicr 
ncceflary branches of duty. 

I have made inquiry into the eftablifhment of the hofpitalf 
and find it in a very unfettled condition* There is no prin-^ 
cipal dire£tor» nor any fubordination among tlie furgeons « 
of confequcnce» difputcs and contention have arifen^ and 
muft continue until it is reduced to fome fyftem. I could 
Tvifh it was immediately taken into conilderation, as the 
lives and health of both officers and men fo much depend 
upon a due regulation of this depaitment. I have been par^ 
licularly attentive to the leaft fymptoms of the fmall pox ; 
and hidierto we have been fo fortunate as to have every per-^ 
fon removed fo foon» as not only to prevent any communica^ 
tion» but any alarm or apprehenfion it might give in the 
camp* We (hall continue the ulmoft vigilance againfl this 
moft dangerous enemy. 

Lx an army properly organifed, there are fundry offices 
of an infeiior kind, fuch as waggon-mafter, mafter-carpen* 
tcr, &c : but 1 doubt whether my powers are fufficiently 
cxtenfive for fuch appointments. If it is tliought proper to 
repofe fuch a truft in me, I fliall be governed, in the dif- . 
charge of it, by a ftri<ft regard to economy and the public in-» 
tereft. 

My inftruftlons from the honorable Congrefs direcSl that 
no troops are to be difbanded without their exprefs direAion^ 
nor to be recruited to more than double the number of the 
enemy. Upon this fubjedb I beg leave to reprefent, that, un- 
lefs the regiments in this province are more fuccefsful in re- 
cruiting than I have reafon to expeS, a reduction of fome * 
of them will be highly neceflary, as the public is put to the 
whole expenfe of an eftablifliment of officers, while the real 
ftrength of the regiment (which confifts in the rank and file) 
is defe£kive. In cafe of fuch a reduftion, doubtlefs fome of 
the privates and all the officers would return home: but 
many of the former would go into the remaining regiments ; 
and,; having had fome experienccy would £11 them up withn 

ufeful 
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ufeful men. I fu plainly perceive the expenfe of this campaign 
will Exceed any calculation hitherto made^ that I am parti- 
cularly anxious to ftrike ofF cveiy unoeceflary charge. You 
will therefore, fir, be pleafed to favor roe with explicit di- 
reftions. from the Congrefs, on the mode of this redufUon 
(if it (hall appear necefiary) that no time may be loft when 
fuch neceffity appears. 

Yefterday we had an account that the light-houfe was on 
fire: — by whom, and under what orders, I have not yet- 
learned: but we have reafon to believe it has been done by. 
our irregulars. 

You will pleafe to prcfcnt me to the Congrefs, with the 
utmoft duty and refpedl ; and believe me to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S; Captain Darby's ftay in England was fo fhort, that 
he brings no other information than what the inclofed letter, 
and the news-papers which will accompany this, contain. 
General Gage's difpatches had not arrived; and the mi- 
niftry affedled to difbelieve the whole account, treating it as a 
fiftion, or, at moft, an affair of little confequence.— The fall 
of ftocks was very inconfiderable. 



Camp at Q^mhridge, July 21, I77S» S o^lock^ P. M. 
Sir, 

SINCE clofing the letters which accompany this, I , 
have received an account of the dcftrudlion of the light-, 
hpufe; a copy of which I have the honor to inclofe,— and • 
of ag^ain affuring you that I am, with great refpedl, &c. 

G. W.^ 
P. S. I have alfo received a more authentic account of the 
lols of the enemy in the late battle, than any yet received. 
Dr. Winfliip, who lodged in the fame houfe vyith an officer . 
of the marines, aiTures me they had exa£tly one* thoufand and 
forty- three killed and wounded, — of whom three hundred 
fell on the field, or died within a few hours.. Many of the 
wounded are fmce dead. 
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Sir, CatBp at Cambridge^ Juty 27, 177^* 

NOTHING materia) has occurred in either canip^ 
fifice I had the honor of addreiihg.ycm on the twenty-fiffl mm 
fiant \srf exprefs : but on tdefdayy three ih^n-of^war and nine 
Vnaofyon^ ^iled out of Bofton harbor, and ftood a courfii 
about E. S. E. 

Oner Grovessy wlo cam^ dot of Bofton the fame eviening^ 
ittfiMrmad tiie officer at one of the ou^-pofts, that the tranfportd 
had on board fix hundred men, and were bound to Biock-^* 
Blandy Fifher^s-Ifland, and Long-Ifland, to phinder thenat> 
anft bring off* wha^ catde they may find* The fellow retufn-* 
ed again into Bofton under fisoh f^T^icious drcuniftance^^ 
diat it has led me to doubt the truth of his intelligence. 

A deferter, who came in afterwards, informs me that it 
was. given out in their camp, that they were either gone for 
Indians or freCh provifions ; and that each tranfpor t had but- 
twenty men on board. Upon this intelligence, I iminediately 
wrote to* governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, and to general: 
Wooftcr, that they might take proper precautions for re* 
moving the catde off thofe iHands and the coafts, and to pre-* 
vent any furprife. As we are confirmed, by every account^ 
lA' the fdiirfty <rf fi-efh phOvifions in the enemy^s ca'mp, an4 
particularly by this deferter, it is very probable this voyage 
may be only irlttfilded fbr a fiipply : but as it may pofflbly be 
otherwlfe; T thought' it beft to tr^nfiriit the ihtelHgence to th« 
bbnbrabfe^iigfefs, tiiat ttiey m^y fbrward it to die fbudi* 
ward,'or take* fiidi othef {ie{)rf as^^thdy may judge prop^. 

' State" writing the above, three more defertei s have cojne 
ottt,— 5Vhidl timlifcs' four ih tw^ty-four hoiirs. Their afc* 
c6Utitrc6trrfjk)<id^WMl thofe of the firft who cattle otit, and' 
wftrch I haVeiWated'scbWe.' * I Have the honor .tt> be, &c. 



SiRi 
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SiR^ _ . Caknp at C^mlridgey Aug. 4» 1775. 

. ; i A M to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of tht 
twenty-fourth July, accoiqpanied by two hundred and eighty^ 
four commiffions^ which are yet much fliort of the necef'- 
firy number. I anx much honored by the confidence; r(»^ 
poied in me» of appointing the feveral officers recommef|d«l 
in mine of th^ tenth ultimo ; and fhall endeavor to fcledt 
fuch .perfons jjs are beft qualified to fill thcfe important 
pofts* <^p * . * #. 

• In the renewal of thefe commlifionS) fom6 difficulties pccutj 
JA,which I {hould be glad to know the pleafure of. 4he>h0r 
norable Congrefs. The general officers of the Maflachur 
fetts have regiments; thofei.of COnnfefikidut have both regl* 
ments and companies ; and the oth^r fidd officers have cOm-» 
panies each. From Rhodc-liland, die general officer has no 
regiment^ but the field officers have companies : but I do not 
find that they have or expeft pay .under more than one com* 
^iffion. Should the commiffions, now to be delivered^ pur- 
fue thefe diffisrent eftabliihmei^ts, there will be a diftin<^ion 
between general and field officers of the fame rank* la, or- 
der to put New-Hailnpfhire^ M aflachufetts, and Rhode-Ifland« 
upon a line with Conne£licut, it would foe neceflaty to dif- 
xnifs a number of officers in pofleffion of commiffionsi witb« 
out any fault of theirs* On the other hand, to bring tb^ 
Gonnefticut generals and field officers to the fame fcale witU 
the others, will add to the number of officers, and may be 
deemed inconfiftent With th6 terms on which they entered 
into the fervice, although you add nothing to the cxpenfe^ 
except in the article of provifions. Upon the whole, it is a 
cafe which T would wiih the honorable Congrefs to confider 
and determine. 

. Colonel Gridley of this province, who is at the head of 
the artillery, has the rank of major-general from the provin- 
pial Congrefs.^ Will it be proper to renew his commiffion 
Jtere in the fame manner ? — It is proper here to remark, that; 

' ,V0L. 1. C VCw 
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in this cafe, he wiH take rank of all the brigadiers-general, 
and even the majors-general, whofe commlffions are fubfequent 
"in date : and this can anfwer no good purpofe, but may be 
^toduAire of many bad confequeoces. 

Thefe arc matters of feme importance : but I am embar« 
tiffed with a difficulty of a fuperior kind. The eftimate, ntade 
in Congrefs^ fappofed all die regiments to be (ormtd upoc^one 
JbftaMiihment : but they are different in different promce^ 
itfid even vary in die lame provipce, in fome particulars. 1a 
Maflachufptts, fome regiments have ten companies, ofhert 
eleven : die eftaUiihrnent cS the fom>er is five hundred and 
nittefy men, officers included > — of the htter, fix hundred and 
forty^-nine. The eftablifliment of Rbode-IflaDd and New* 
Hampfhhre it five hundred and ninety to a regiment, officers 
ifictuded i-^-GonnedHcut has a thQufand men to a regkneiicw 
Sbc^d the Mafiachufetts regiments be completed, widi die 
new ievies from Rhode-lSand and Conne&icut, and the ri^ 
flemen, the number will exceed twenty-two dK>ufand. If 
they ihould not be completed,-— as each regiment is fully oil. 
ficered, there will be a heavy ^xpenfe to the public, widiout 
tJt adequate fervice. The redu^iion of fome of them feems 
16 be necefiary, and yet is a matter of much delicacy, as 
we 2H% fituated* I mod earneftly requeft it may be takeii 
hito immediate confideration, and the time and mode of 
doing it pointed out by the honorable Congrefs. By an efti* 
mate I have made from the general return, — when the new 
levies arrive, and the regiments are completed, there will be 
twenty-four tboufand four hundred and fifty men on the pay 
imd provifion of the United Colonies. Some of the recruit- 
ing officers, who have been out on that fervice, have return- 
ed with very little fuccefs ; fo that we may fafely conclude, 
the number of two thoiifand and fixty-four, now wanting to. 
comj^ete, wiUi-atlicr ipcreafe than drminifh. There are the 
i^gimcnt of artiHer)'', confifling of four hundred and ninety- 
three men, and one under colonel Sergeant (who has not re- 
ceived any commiffion, although he had orders to raifc a rb* 

gimcnt. 
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giitient, frvnti ibe proTmcid CimgrdTs here) whtdib are n^ 
kxhiikd in die vfaote eftsmate. This teft regkaent codift^ 
of ttro htmdrcd and tluny-four mte t^ the tfift return ; biK 
a cdmpany has fince joined. " -.■.--, 

Bf adverting to the |enerid rctisiTs'whi^h t bave the honor 
of inclofing (N** t), it will be fcen, what regiments are maft 
dcncient. 

IF the Gottgreft does ii6t diufi^ to point out the particular 
rrgimencs, but the provinces in i^hich the reduSioji is to i4 
ms£k, the feveral Congrefles imd AiTemblies may be the 
)sroper diaimel to cobdu& Ibis ts^finefs^ which I wQuld alfo 
condeiyedie moft advifable, frdm their better' acquaintance 
widk the merits, terms, and time of fefvice, of the refpe<^ive 
officers. Reducing fome regiments, afid, with the priTaOes 
thereof, filling up others, would certainly be the heft method 
of accomplithing this work if it were pradicable : but the e^* 
periment is dangerofis, as the Maffachufetts-men, under thl( 
privilege of chufiog their own officers, do not conceive 
tbemfelves bound, if ttiefe officers nre difbanded. 

As general Gage is misiking preparations for winter by 
contracting for quantities of coal, it will fugged to us tha 
proprieify of extending our Views to that feafon; I have di^ 
n3£ted that fiiih hnts' as^bave been lately made "of boards 
Aovld be doni; in ftich a manner, that, if neceflary^ they 
may fisrve for covering during the winter. But I neednoi: 
tolarge upon die variety of neCeffifies, fucIjL as clothing, 
fuel, &c, (both cfxceedtnglj fcarce, and difficult to be pro* 
cured) which that feafoti muft bring whh it, if the army or 
any confideraUe part of it is to remain embodied. 

From the ihadtivity of the enemy fince ihe arrival of their 
whole reinforcement,— 4heir continual addition to their lines^ 
•---and many odier circumftances, — ^I am inclined to thmjc^ 
'Aat, finding us fo ^^ell prepared to receive them, the plan of 
operatites is varied, and they mean, by regular approaches, 
to bond'ard us out of our prcfent line of defence, or are 
waiting in txpe^at^gn that the colonies muft fink under the 
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wi^ight of the expeiife, or the profpefk of a winter eampatg^r 
fo difeourage our troops, as to break up our army.' If diey 
hdve not fomefuch estpefiationsy die U&ie of which tliey are 
determined to wait, I cannot account for the delay, whea 
their ifttength is leflened every day by fickhefs, defertions, and 
little fkirmiflies. •*,' ^ "' : /.r . ] 

Of thefe laft we have had only two worthy of notice^ 
Having fome reafon to fufpedl they were extending their 
lines at Qiarleftown, I, laft faturday.evenii^, ordered fomQ 
of the riflemen down, to make a difco very; ^r: bring oflF a 
prifoner. Thiey were accidentally difcovered fooner than 
they expeifted,' by the guard coming to relieve, and obliged 
to fittt upon them. We have reafon to believe they ^1- 
td feveral. They brought in two prifoners, whofe a€^ 
count (confirmed by fomedtfier circumftanccs) removed my? 
fufpicions in part. Silice that time, we have, oh each fide^ 
drawti in our centries, and there have been fcattering fires 
along the line. This evening wc have beard of three cap«* 
tains who have b^n taken olF by the fiflenien, and one kilU 
cd by a carinon-fliot from Roxbury, befides feveral privates : 
but as the intelligence is not direfl:, I only-mention it as a 
report which deferves credit. — The other happened at the 
light-houfe. A number of workmen having been fent down 
fo repair k-, with a guard of twenty*twb marines and a fuh- 
alt^m,— niajor Tut>per, laft monday morning about two 
o'clock, landed th^re With about three hundred men, attacked 
them, killed the officer and four privates ; but being detained 
by the tide, in his return he was attacked by fcveral boats ; but 
he happily got thFoui>h< with the lofs o£ onetnan killed, and 
another wounded. The remainder of the minifterial troops 
Jihree of whom are l>adly wounded) he brought off prifoners," 
with ten tories, all of whom are on their way to Springfield- 
jail.- The riflemen, in thefe fkirmiftjes, loft one man, who 
(we hear) is a prifoner in Bofton-jaiL The enemy, in re-» 
t\rrn, endeavored to furprife our guard at Roxbury : ,but 
they, being apprifed of it by a defcrter,. had time to prepjw^ 
for. ir:' but by fome negligence ^r miicondu6l in the officer 

gf 



#f thc'gistrd} they burned the George^tavern pQ ibfi neck ; 
.«iid have ey^y day iince been cannonading us from their 
lines, both at RQxbury and Charleflown, but \^ith no. other 
:cffe£t than the lofs of two men. On our part, except ftrag^ 
^ling fires fifP9& the £naiall arms about the lines, which we 
endeavor to rcftrain# we have made little or no return- j 
\ OuK iittaiition, in the article of powder, is much more 
^alarming than I had the moft diilant idea of. Halving de* 
^ed a retun^ to be made out (on my arrival) of tbe ammu- 
nition, I found three hundred and three barrels and a half of 
.f>owder mentioned as in the flore : but on ordering a new 
/upply of cartridges yeftprday, I was informed, to my very 
great aftonifhment, that there was qo more than thirty-fix 
l^arrels of the lyiafiachufetts ftore, which, with the flock of 
RhodeJfland, New-Hampfhire, and Connediicut, makes 
nine Aoufand nine hundred and thirty-feven pounds, — not 
more than nine rounds a man. As ther^ had been no con- 
fiimption of powder fince, that coujd in any deg^-^e apcount 
ibr fuch a deficiency, I >vas very particular in my inquiries, 
and found that the committee of fuppHes, not being fuffi- 
piently acquainted with t^e naturie pf a return, or mifappre- 
tending my requeft, fent in an account of all the ammu- 
;iition which had been coIle£ted by the province j fo that the 
Report included not only what was in hand, but what had 
Jbeen fpent. 

Upon difcoverjing this mifiake, I impiediately wp^t up to 
/confer with the fpeakpr of the houfe of reprcfentatives, upon 
fome meafures to obtain ^ ftipply from the neighboring 
townfliips, in {n,9h a manner as might prevent our poverty 
being known ; as it is a fecret of too great coufequence to 
he divulged in the general court, fome individual of which 
might perhaps indifcreetly fuiFer it to efcape him, (p as to 
find its way to the enemy > — the confequences of vvhich are 
terrible even in idea. I fhaU alfo write to the governors of 
JUiode-Ifland and . Connedicut, and the committee qf fafety 
|n New-JI^mpfbire, on ^has (ubjeS, urging, in the moft 
C 3 ' ■ forcibU 
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forcible tarriiii, Ac iMceffitjr of an iflunjdnte Uxp^f if i% 
^eir powtr. I need not edai^ on our rafl^uyd^ckf Ckm^ 
tion : It 19 fufficient dut the extfttoce of iht tnny ud thi)^ 
f^lvation of the country depend^ upon feoM^iiiig Ikjag doQft 
for our relief, both fpeedy and efi4£tiial» ^ diet o{ar 6tMe^ 
tion be kppt a profound fccret. ♦ 

Jn the inclofures, N^ 2 and 3, I {ettd dMi/%ll(Hmico of 
|>royiliont, &c^ made by the provinces of CoMf JUcmt vaA 
Maflachufetts. Thp modf^ and quantity arfs diilemt from 
what has fallen within my experience, and, I am ooiifidenit 
muft prove very waftefol and expenfive. tf any alteration 
can be fafely made (which I muph doubt}^ them might be 
a great favin|j to the public. 

A gentleman of my family, affifted by a deferter who hai^ 
fome fl$.ill ip fortification, has, by my direAion, Ikei^hed out 
two draughts of our refpe£live lines at Charlfftown an^ 
lR.oxbury, which» with the explanatipns, will conrey fom^ 
fdea of our fituation> and, I hope, proye acceptaUe to the 
rnembcrs of the honorable Cpngreft, T^fTT *^? ^ Jndo^ 
fures, N® 4 and 5. 

Since I had the honof of addreffiqg you laft, I have been 
applied to, by a committee of the gjeneral court, for a detach« 
inent of the army, to protect the inhabitants of the eaften^ 
parts of this province from fome apprehended depredation^ 
on their coafts. I could have wiflied to have complied widi 
their requeft : but, after dpe confidef ation, and confulting the 
general officers, together with thofe members of Congrefe 
"who arc here, I thought it my duty to excufe myfelf. Th^ 
application and my anfwer afe thp inclofures, N° 6 and 7* 
which I hope will be approved by the honorable Congrefs. 

Since I began this letter, the original (of which the inclo- 
fiire N® 8 Js a copy) fell into my hands. As the writer is a 
perfon of fome note ip Boilop, and it contains fome advice^ 
of importance npf merjtioped by ot}jers, | thpttgbt propcf to 
jprward it as I repeiv^ it. By comparing the hancl- writing 
jviih another letter, it 'appear^ (he writer is one Belcher 

Noyes, 
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Noyvst a perfon probably Ibiowu to fome of the gentlemen, 
delegates from this province, who e^n detenain^ from bi^ 
pnnclple^ and chara&er, what credit i$ due (o him^ , 

The anny is bow formed into three grand diviiions^. luodojc 
the command of the general^ Ward, Lesy and Putsam ;«-^ 
eac^ diriiioa into two brigade^, confifting of about fix rcg^» 
ments each, commanded by gjeaerals Thomas and Spenc«- af 
|Loxbury,'-»'Hi:ath at CamUidgCt'^SuIliyan and Greene - at 
Winter-hiU. By this, you will jdcafe to obferve^ there is ^ 
deficiency of one brigadier-general (occaiioned by Mr. Poo^ 
roy's not a£Ung under his commifljonj which I beg may be 
j&Ued up as fbon as po£&ble. 1 obiisrve Ae hosorable Coia-^ 
grefs have alfo favored me with the appoititment of thref 
brigade-majprs. I prefuxz)^ they havj; or intend tg appwit 
the reft foon, as they f:annot be vnac9[rais»ted that one is nece£| 
ipary to each brigade ; and, in a newf-raifed army, it will.bi( 
«m office of great duty and fervice* 

Gexieral Gage has at length liberated the people of Bo{lon# 
who land in numbers atChelfea every day. The terms oq 
which the paiBfes arp granted, as to money, efieA% and pr^ 
vifionsy correfpond with Mn Noyes's letter. 

We have feveral reports that genecal Gage is difmantling 
CafUcr William, and bringing all tb^ cannon up tQ tow|^ 
but, upon a very particular iof uiry^ afgounis are fo various^ 
that I canno^ afcertain ^ truth of it. ^ * * 

On the fir(l inftant, a d|ief of the Caghnewaga tribe, wbi? 
Jives about fix mile^ froin Montreal, came ixi her^ accom* 
panied by la colonel fiayVy of Cphofs, His accounts of .tl>e 
temper and dijIpoiUiQa of the Indians are very favorable^ 
lie fays t^ey havebeen ilroi9g}y folicited by gpvemor Cailetoi) 
^ engage againft u^ ; but his nation is tptally avcrfe ;-rvtbat 
threats, as well as .entreaties, have been ufed without effeft i-^ 
that the Capadianp are weU-difp(^(cd. to the Engliihcolonles^ 
and» if an]r expedition is meditated againft Canada, the Indians 
in that quarter will give all their ai&iUnce. I have endeavored 
tQ chenik thefe favorable difpofitions, and hav( c^sApmended 
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to him to cultivate them on his return. What I have faid, 
I enforced with a prefcnt, which I undcrftood would be 
agreeable to him : and as he is reprcfented to be a man of 
weight and confequeiice in his own tribe, I flatter myfelf hia 
tifit will have a good eifcft. His accounts' of general Carle- 
tion*8 force and fituation at St. John's correfpond with what 
we have already had from that quaner. « 

The acceffion of Georgia to the meafnres of the Congrefs 
is a happy event; and muft give a'fincere pleafure to every 
friend of America. •• - • • - 

" j/iigufiS' — -^^^ have accounts this morning of two ex*- 
plofions 'at the cattle; *fo that its deftnidtion may now be" 
fuppofed certain. • , - ^ 

f have this morning been alarmed with an information 
Aartwo'gcntliemen'from Philadelphia (Mr. Hitchbourn and 
etptain' White), with letters for general Lee and myfelf, 
have been taken by captain Ayfcough at Rhode-Ifland, the 
letters intercepted and fent foiivard to Bofton, — with the 
bearers, as prifoners ; that the captain exulted much in the 
difcoviries he had made : and my informer (who was alfo 
in the boat, but releafed) underftood them to be letters of 
confequence. I have therefore difpatcKed the exprefs imme- 
diately back, thopgh I had before refolved to detain him till 
Feflenden*s return; '•! fhall be anxious till I am relieved 
from the fufpenfe I am in, as to the contents of thofe 
letters: 

It is exceedingly unfortunate that gentlemen (hould chufe 
to travel the only road on which there is danger. Let the 
event of this be what it will, I hope it wiH ferve as a general 
caution againft trufting any letters that way in future. 
' Nothing of confequence has occurred in camp thefe two 
iays.-r-Thc inhabitants of Bofton continue coming out at 
Chelfea, but under a new reftriftion, that no men ftiall come 
6ut withput fpeclal licence, which is refufed to all mechanics, 
finct the tory laborers were taken at die light'b6ufe.. I have 
the honors be, &C. - . . r.. g. Wi 
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\Th foV owing Utter bears no iaUy hut appears #> havt 
heen written sn or nhcut the twenty-Jlxth of Auguji^ 

Sir, 

THE inclofcd letter-cofne under fuch 4 diredion and 
circumftances, as led me to fuppofe it contained fome inter- 
cfting advices, either refpefting a fupply of powder, or the 
clothing lately taken at Philadelphia. I therefore took the 
liberty of breaking the feal, for which I hope the fervicc and 
iny motives will apologife. 

As the filling up the. place of vacant brigadier-general will 
probably te of the firft bufinefs of the honorable Congrefs, I 
flatter niyfelf it will not be deemed affuming, to mention the 
names of two gentlemen, whofe former fervices, rank and 
age, may be thought worthy of attention on this occafioii. 
The former is colonel John Armftrong, of Pcnnfylvania : 
he ferved during the laft war, in moft of the campaigns to 
the fouthward ; was honored with the command of the Pcnn- 
fylvania forces, and his general military condudl and fpirit 
much approved by all who ferved with him.: befides wliich, 
his charafter was diftinguifhed by an enterprife againft tlie 
Indians, which he planned with great judgment, and execute4 
with equal courage and fuccefs. It was not till lately that 
I had reafon to believe he would enter again on public fer- 
vice ; and it is now wholly unfolicited and unknown on his 
part. The other gentleman is colonel Fry, of Maflachufctts* 
jBay. He entered into the fervice as early ais 1745, an^ rofc 
through, the different military ranks, in the fuccceding warSf 
fo that of colonel, until laft June, when he was appointed a 
major-general by the Congrcfs of this province. From thefe 
circumftances, together with the favorable report made to me 
of him, I prefume he fuftained the chara£ier of a good ofr 
ficer, though I io not find it diftliiiguifhed by any peculiar* 
Service. 
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Either of thefe gentlemen, or any other ivhom the honbp^ 
able Congrefs ihall pleafe to favor with this appointment^ 
will be received by me tvith the utmeft deference and re- 
/jpeft. 

The late adjournment having made it impradlicabic to 
J^now the pleafure of the Congrefs as to the appointment of 
brigade-majors, beyond die number of three which they 
were pleafed to leave to me^-^ndtheiervicenot admitting of 
ferther delay,— I have cpjatinucd the other three ; which! 
Jiope their honors will not difapprore, Thefe latter were re-. 
commended by the refpeiSive corps to which they belongs 
as the propered perfons for thefe offices until farther dtrec* 
tion, and have difcharged the duty ever lince. They ara 
fhe majors Box, Scammel, and Samuel Brewer. 

Lafl faturday night we took poffdiion of a hill confider* 
ably advanced beyond our former lines ; which brought on 
a very heavy cannonade from Bunker's hill, and afterwards 
a bombardment, which has been fincfs kept up with little 
fpirit on their part, or dapnage on ours, The work having 
been continued ever dncc, is nbw fo advanced, and the men 
fo well covered, 4$ to leave us under qo apprehenfionJ of 
inocl^ farther lofs. In this affair, we l^ad killed— oi>e adju* 
fant, one volunteer, an4 two privates. The fcarcity of am^ 
fnunicion dpcs not admit of our availing ourfelves of the fitua-- 
tion, as we othtrwifc might do : but this evil, I hope, will 
fbon be remedied, as I fiave been informed of the arrival 
pf a large quantity at New- York, fome at NewTLondon,^ 
and more hourly expe^ed at different places. I need not 
add to what 1 have already faid on this fubj^dt.-r-Our lat^ 
fupply was very feafonable, but far fliort of our neceffitiesl 

The late adjournment of the honorable Congrefs having 
been made before my letter of the fourteenth inftant was re- 
ceived, I muft now beg leave to recall their attention to thofe 
parts of it which refpcdt the provifion for the wiute^, the rcr 
duSion of the troops, the double commiiBons, undeV differeot 
(pfta^liihments, and colo^el Gridley's appointment of jnajor- 

general ^ 
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I; ia al) yrhkh. I hopie to be honored widi d»eir coo^r 
jgHJUidt as foon as poffibk* 

The ajyocatcrgeheral has fent me a memoria} refpeSiQg 
ll^ fervicq^ Vhich I have the hoqor to inclofe (N** i) : an4 
ftpiax the variety and multiplicity of duty in a new army, as 
^ell as his regular fervice and attendance, I am induced tp 
I'ecomro^end him to the fa^er notice of the honorable Cop* 
grefs. 

the treatmetit of our officers, prifoners at Boftoxi, Induced 
me to write to genicral Gage on tliat fubjeft. His anfwer 
and my reply I have the honor to lay before the Congrefs, i^ 
the in<4ofures N* a, 3, 4 ; fmce which I have heard nothing 
ffom him* 

I remain^ with the greateft refpedl and regard, &c, G. W, 



jn^ th Honorahk Peter Vanbruoh Livingston, Efq: 
Prf/tdent of the Prai/imial Conventipn, New^York. 

^IR, Camp at Cqmiridge^ Au^ifty 30, 1775. 

* % ^ Mr. Livingflon and fomc other gentlemen 
firom your city brought us the acceptable news of the fafc 
arrival of a large quantity pf ppwder, and five hundred ftand 
pf arms. Qur i|tuation is fuch as requires yQur immediate 
affiftance and fupply in that anicle. We have lately taken 
pofleffion of a hill conCderably advanced towards the enemy : 
|)ut our poverty prevents our availing purfelves of any adv^jrhr 
|agc of fituation. I muft therefore moll earncftly entreat 
f^at mcafures may be taken to forward Xp this camp, in the 
|noft fafe and e^tpeditiou;^ manner, whatever ammumtion can 
\it fpare^^iirom the immediate ai^d neceQary defence of the 
provinci^. "Ilie value of whatever may be fcnc jn confe* 
i|iience of this liequeft irjU be paid by order from hence 
mrfaGQ delfveined, orncgodated with die honorable continental 
Congrefs it Phila4slphia» as maybe agreed with the propric* 
f OSS. I oQlf iK^ft 4»t w time m»y he loft throHgli. aa^ 
3 ^a^Gk.^ 
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fuch difficulties, as our (ituation is fo critical^ and tKcf exit 
gence fo great. The mode of conveyance I muft leave with 
fixe provincial Congrefs, or the committee of the city,* I 
doubt not they will take every precaution to make it fafe-and 
expeditious.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W% 



, SlKy Camp at Cambridge^ Sept. j^ ijJS* 

I DO myfelf the honor of addreffing you in confc* 
qucnc;c of an application from the commiflary-generajy who 
is, by my direSion, taking «dl proper precautions on jthe ap- 
proach of winter. I defireJ him to commit to wri^iog fuch 
p?x>pofals as his experience and knowledge of the country 
might entitle him to make ; which he has done in the paper 
which I have the honor to inclofe. The difficulty of pro- 
Oiring a fufficient quantity of fait, which lobjieSed to hisn^ 
he has fully obviated, by affiiring me that there is fo much 
now aflually in ftore, in this and the neighboring towns, as 
will remove all poffibility of a difappoi.ntnient. 

I propofe to do myfelf the honor of writing, in a few days, 
fully and particularly on feyeral heads, to which I mi^ft now 
refer. In the me^m time, \ have only to inform the l^onor- 
ablc Congrefs, that I have received a fmall fupply of fevea 
thoufand pounds of powder this week from Rhode-Iflandj^ 
and in a few days expect feveu tons of lead, and five hun- 
dred ftand of arms, a part of the fame importation ; and tot 
requefl: that more money may be forwarded with all expedi- 
tion, the military cheft being nearly exhaufted. 

I am, with the greateft refpecl, &c. p. W, 



lo , . . - 



Sir,.. • - ' '.Cawp nt Cambridge, Sept. 21,177 5^, 

I HAVE been in daily expe<£bation of being favored 
with the commands of the lionorable Congrefs, ion the fub'^ 
jec5V of my two laft. letters.' The feafon npwt ^vaices.fo* 

faft. 
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ftft^ ^tbtttJt cannot ai||jr< longer defer laying before thetn fuch 
futher meafures as require their immediate -attention, and in 
rfhSch hvnit their dircdiion. 

The fnode in which the pirefent army has been colleded 
faa« iiccafibned feme difficulty in procuring the fubfcription 
4tff both officers and {bldiers*to the contidesital articles of war. 
•Their principal obje<^ion >has been^that it might fubjeft 
fthenv^o a longer fervioc than that for jjvhich they engaged 
uni&i their fevftral provincial eftablifliments- Iris itivain t<J 
iitfettipt' to Veafon away the prejudices, of a ^wh6i&' army : 
* ■•* '* I have therefore forbore preffing them, as" I did ndt 
citpctienoe any fifdi inconvenience .from their adherence ttt 
fiidir fdrmerindes, as would warrant the.Tiik of entering into 
a conteft upon it ; more efpecially as the reftraints, heceflary 
.far the efVafoiifhment of effential difcipline and fubordination, 
indifpofed then? .minds to every change, and made it both 
duty. and policy to introduce as little novelty as poffible. '^ 
With the prefent army, I fear fuch a fubfcription is impracli- 
cable.: but the 'difficulty will ceafc with this army. 

The Conne6licut and Rhode-Ifland troops ftand engaged 
to, die firft of December only'; and none longer than the firft 
t>f January. A diflblution of the preftnt army therefore will 
take place, unlefs fome early provifion is made againft fuch 
an event. Moft of the general officers are of opinion the 
greater part of them may be re-enlifted for the winter, or 
another campaign, with the indulgence of a furlough to vilit 
their friends, which may be regulated fo as not to endanger 
the fervice. How far it may be proper, to form the new 
anny entirely out of the old, for another campaign, rather 
tiian from the contingents of the fcveral provinces, is a quef- 
tion which involves in it too many confi derations of policy 
and prudence, for me to undertake to decije. It appears to 
be impoffible to draw it from any other fource than the old 
army, for this winter ; and, as the pay 15 ample, I hope a 
fiifficient number will engage in the fervice for that time at 
kaft^ But there are various opinions of the temper of the 



30 GENfeRAL WASHlNCfTON^S 



ixicn on the fubjed ; and there may be great 1 
ving the trial io Img. 

la die continenul eftablUhiiieiit» no pteri&om IkU \ 
tnade for the jpay df aJti£cer% diftinft from that Of ttecooH 
tnon foMiers ; whereas* undet the prorinciai, fuch as SowbA 
^om own took, were allowed one fiulUng per diem a^raiioi^ 
and particular artHate, more. The pay of the artiikpjr ailf» 
lK>w differs from diat of the proviBoe ; tlie men have iaA^ 
Ihe officets more; and, for fome raxkh no previfioA it aal^ 
aa the Congrela will pleafe to obfenre by die lift wUch t 
h^ve the honxM* to inclofe (N^ i). Thefe particiilars, #io«ig^ 
feemingly inconflderablet are &e fource of much coslpiainft 
and diiiatisfiiftiony which I endeavor to compofe in Ae beft 
manner I am able. 

By the returns of the rifle companies, and that batallieiit^ 
they appear to esoceed their eftaUiflmient very coniideraMy). 
I doubt my authority to pay thefe extra men wifliout ite 
dired^ion of the Congrefs: but it wodd be deemed a great 
hardfhip, wholly to refufe (li«n, as they have been encouraged 
to come. 

The ncccflitics of die troops having required pay, I dired^^ 
ed that thofe of the Maflachufetts ihould receive for one 
month, upon their being muflered, and returning a proper 
roll : but a claim was immediately made for pay by lonar 
months ; and feveral regiments have declined taking up their 
warrants on this account. • As this praSice was entirely new 
to me, though faid to be warranted by former ufage, here 
the matter now waits the determination of the honorable 
Congrefs. I find, in Connedlicut and Rhode-Iiland, this 
point was fetded by calendar months: in MaiTachufetts^ 
though mentioned in the Congrefs, it was left undetermined ; 
which is alfo the cafe of New-Hampfliire, 

The inclofure, N° 2, is a petition from the fubaltems, re* 
fpefting their pay. Where there are only two of thefe m 
a company, I have confidered one as an cnfign, and ordered 
him pay as fuch, as-in die Connedicut forces. I muft beg 

leave 



bacffc to ncomtnend ihi p<fidon to the favor ^f the Coagre&$ 
M I am of opinion the adloiiranee is iiii»deqtia€e to^^eir ranit 
Mid fervice, an4 is one gr^tlburce f>f diat familiarity betwedk 
the officers and men, v^kich h fo incompatible with fuhordi^ 
nation and difcipHne. ' Miiny ^Inil^ officers of tb6fe ranks, 
findii^ Aemfelves nnaUe tb fupport the charaSet* and ap*^ 
pearance of offioert^ (t am informed) will retire as foon at 
the term o€ fetvice k spired, if there is no alteration. 
- For th* better reg^tion of 4uty, I found it neceflary to 
fettle the rank of the officers, and to number the regiments ; 
and, as 1 had not receiyed the Comfiiahds of the Cotigrefs on 
the (u^e^f and die exigence of (be fervid^ forbade any far-^^ 
ther delay, the general officers were confidered as havinl^'ito 
regiments, «*^n alteration, which, I underftatid, i^ not pleaflng 
to feme of them, but appeared to me and others to be proper, 
when it was coniidered, that, by this mieans, the whole army 
is put »pon one footing, and all particular attachments dif^ 
folved. 

Among many other confiderations which the approach of 
winter will demand, that of clothing appears to be one of 
the moft important. So fer as regards the preffervation of the 
army from cold, they may be deemed in a ftate of nakednefs. 
Many of the men have been without blankets the whole 
campaign: and. thofe, which have been in ufe during the 
fummer, are fo much worn as to be of little fervice. In 
order to make a fuitable pr^vifion in thefe articles, and at 
the fame time to guard the public againft impofition and 
expenfe, it feems neceffary to determine the mode of con- 
tinuing the army : for, iljould tiiefe troops be clothed undef 
their prefent engagement, and, at the expiration of the term 
of fervice, decline renewing it, a fet of unprovided men may 
be fent to fupply their places. 

I cannot fuppofe it to be unknown to the honorable Con- 
grefs, that, in all armies, it is au eftablifhed practice to make 
jkn allowance to officers, of provifions and forage, propor- 
tionate to their rank. As fuch an albwance formed tio 



it bEME.RAt WASHINGTON'^ 

part of the codtidental eilabHihment, t haVe hidieito forharS 
to liTue the ovdari fcr thrft purpofe : but,* as it is a received 
opinion of filch membdrs of the G>ngrefs as I have had' ml 
opportunity of eonfulting, aS ^ell as throughout the Brmfi 
that it muft be deemed a matter of COurfe ^nd implied in tbo 
eflahliihment of the army, I havedireded the following prcr* 
portion of rations, being the fame, allowed in the American 
armies laft war:— — major-genfcral, fifteen j brigadier-geneh 
ral^ twelve; colonel, fix; lieutenant-colonel, fivej majfor^ 
four; captain, three ; fubaltem, two; ftafF, tCvo; 

If thefe (hould not be approved by the honorable Congrefsp 
they will pleafe to Signify their pleafure, as to the alterations 
they would hive made in the whole or in part. 

I aril now to infbrrii thd honorable Congrefs, that, encou-* 
raged by the repeated declarations of the Canadians and In-* * 
dians, and urged by their reqtieftsj I have detached colonel 
Arnold with a thoufand mcn^ to penetrate into Canada by 
way of Kenncbeck fiver^ and, if pofTible, to make himfelf mafo 
ter of Quebec. By this manoeuvre, I propofed either to divert 
Carleton from St. John's, which would leave a free paflage to 
general Schuyler ;— ^or, if this did not take cfFedt, Quebec^ 
in its prefent defencelefs ftatc, nluft fall into his hands an 
eafy prey. I made all poiTible inquiry, as to the diftance, i 
the fafety of the route, and the danger of rhe feafon being too 
far advanced ; but found nothing in either, to deter me from 
proceeding, niorc cfpecially as it met with very general ap- 
probation from all whom I confulted upon it. But, that 
nothing might be omitted, to enable me to judge of its pro- 
priety and probable confcquences, I communicated it by ex- 
prefs to general Schuyler, who approved of it in fuch terms, 
thati refolved to put it in immediate execution. They have now^ 
left this place (c\cn days ; and, if favored with a good wind, 
I hcjpe foon to hear of their being fafc in Kennebeck river. 
For tlie fatisfaftion of the Congrefs, I here inclofe a copy of 
the propofed route (N° 3). I alfo do myfclf the honor elf 
iuclofing a manjfefto, which I gaufed to be printed here, and 



OFFICIAL . LETTERS. 3^3. 

tf which colonel Arnold his 'taken a fuitable number with 
hirti. This is the in^lofure, N*' 4. 1 have alfo forwarded 
la copy of his inftrucSlions (N° 5) :— from all which, I hope 
the Congrefs will have a clear view of the motives^ plan, and 
intended execution of this enterprife, and that I fhall be 
(q happy as to meet with their approbation in it» 

I was the more induced to make this /detachment, as it is 
tny clear opinion, from a careful obfervation of the move* 
ments of the enemy, corroborated by all the intelligence we 
J*eceive by defef ters and otheris, (of the former of whom we 
have fome every day) that the enemy have no intention to 
come out> until they are reinforced. They have been wholly 
employed for fome time paft in procuring materials for bar- 
racks, fuel, and making other preparations for winter. Thefe 
circumftances, with the conftant additions to their works 
which are apparently defend ve, have led to the above con-* 
clufion, and enabled me to fpare this body of men where I 
hope they will be ufefully and fuccefsfuUy employed. 

The ftate of inaftivity, in which this army has lain for 
fome time, by no means correfponds with my wifhes, by 
fome decifive llroke to relieve my country from the heavy 
expenfe its fubfiftence muft create. After frequently recon- 
noitring the fituation of the enemy in the town of Bofton, 
colledling all poffible intelhgence, and digcfting the whole, a 
furprife did not appear to me wholly imprafticable, though 
hazardous. I communicated it to the general officers fome 
days before I called them to a council, that they might be 
pieparcd with their opinions. The refult I have the honor 
of inclofing (N° 6). I cannot fay that I have wholly laid it 
afide: but new events may occafion new meafures. Of 
this I hope the honorable Congrefs can need no afiurance^ 
thai there is not a man in America who more earneftly" 
wifhes fuch a termination of the campaign, as to make the 
oniiy no longer neceflary. 

, The feafon advances fo fall, that I have given orders to 

prepare ba|;iaclj:s and o^hpr accommodation's for the winter. 

Voi.I. D The 
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.Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ Off.. 5, 1 7 75. 

I WAS honored with your favor of the tweqty-fixth 
ultimo, late the night before.laft ; and a meeting of the gene* 
ral officers having been called upon a buiinefs which will ^^t 
a confiderable part of this letter, I took the opportunity of lay- 
ing before them thofc parts of yours which refpedk the con- 
tinuance and new-modelling of the army, the fuel, clothiog, 
and other preparations for the enfuing winter. They have 
taken two or three days to confider ; and, as foon as I am 
poflefled of their opinions, I (hall lofe no time in tranfmitting 
the refult, not only on the above fubjcdts, but the ntttnber of 
firoops noccffary to be kept up, 

" I have alfo direfted the commiffary-gencral and the quar- 
ter-mafter-general to prepare eftimates of the expenfe of 
their departments for a certain given number of men, from 
which a judgment may be made; when the' number of men 
ttJ be kept in pay is dctermiticd :— all which I fhall do my- 
ielf the honor to lay before the Congtefs, as foon as'diey 
are ready. 

' I have now a painful though a neceflary duty to perforrn,, 
refpefting Dr. Chitrch, dIreSor-general of the hofpitaL 
About a week ago, Mr. fecrctary Ward of Providence fent 
up to fne one Wainwood, an inhabitant of Newport, with a 
letter direSed to major Cane in Bofton, in [^occult] charac- 
ters, which he faid had been left with Wainwood fome time 
ago, by a woman who was kept by Dr. Church. She had 
before preffed Wainwood to take her to captain Wallace, 
Mr. Dudley the coUedlbr, or George Rome ; which he de- 
diried.' She then gave him the letter, with a ftrift charge 
to deliver it to either of thofe gentlemen. He, fufpeSing 
fome improper correfporidence, kept the letter, and after 
fome time opened it ; but, not being able to read it, laid it up, 
wiiere it remained until he received an obfcure letter from 
the woman, exprefEng an anxiety after the original letter. 
He then communicated the wlioie matter to Mr. Ward, who 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 37 

fenl him up with the papers to me. I immediately fecured 
the woman : but for a long time (he was proof againft every 
threat and perfuafion to difcover the author. However, at 
length fhe was brought to a confeffion, and named Dr. 
Church. I then immediately fecured^ him and all his papers. 
Upon his firft examination^ he readily acknowledged the let- 
ter, faid it was defigned for his brother Fleming, and, when 
deciphered^ would be found to contain nothing criminal. 
He acknowledged his never having communicated the qor- 
relpondehee to any perfon here but the girl, and made manj 
proteflations of the purity of his intentions. Having found 
a perfoii, capable of deciphering the letter, I in the mean 
time had all his papers fearched, but found nothing criminal^ 
among them: but it appeared on inquiry, that a confidant 
had been among the papers before my meffenger arrived* 
I then called tlie general officers together for their advice, 
the refult of which you will find in the inclofure, N° i. 
The deciphered letter is the inclofure, N^ 2. The army and 
country are exceedingly irritated : and upon a free difcuffion 
of the nature, circumftances, and confequence of this matter, 
it has been unanimoufly agreed to lay it before tlie honorable 
Congrefs for their fpecial advice and direction ; at the fame 
time fuggefting to their confideration, whether an alteration 
of the twenty-eighth article of war may not be neceflary. 

As I fhall leferve all farther remarks upon the ftate of the 
?irmy till my next, I fliall now beg leave to requeft the de- 
termination q{ Congrefs, as to the property and difpofal of 
fuch veflels and cargoes as are defigned for the fupply qf the 
^nemy, and may fall into our hands. Therq has been an event 
pf this kind at Porjfmouth (as by the iixclofure| N° 3), in 
which Ihave diredled the cargo, to. be brought hither for the 
life of the army, referving the fettlement of any claims of 
capture to the decifion qf Congrefs. 

As there are many unfortunate individuals whofe property 
has been confifcated by the enemy, I would humbly fuggeft. 
to the confideration of Congrefs the humanity of applying, 

PS in. 
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ip, part or in the wbole» fuch captures to the relief pf ibfif^ 
fufferers, after compenfating any expenfe of the ca.ptQr^^n4 
for their adiivity and fpirit. I am the more induced to rc^ 
q^eft this determination may be fpecdy, aj 1 have di]?e£lc24 
three veffels to. be equipped in prder to cut off the fvy^plie^ \ 
and, from the number of veflels hourly arriving, it may t^ieppm^ 
an obje£l of fome importance. In the difpofal of (b^ie ca£t 
tyres, for die encouragement of the officers and men* | havQ 
allowed them one-third of the cargoes^ except military ftore^, 
which, with the veffels, are to be referved for the public ufe. 
I hope my j^lan, as wejl as the execution,, will be tavor^ 
with the approbation of Congrefs. 

One Mr. Fife, an intejligent pcrfon, came out of Bpfton oa 
flie third inftant, and gives us the following advices : — that a 
^eet, confiding of a fiscty^four, and twenty-gun ftiip, tfwo 
flopps of eighteen guns, and two tranfpoits with fix hundred 
inen, were to fail from Bofton as yefterday ; that they took 
9n board two mortars, four howitzers, an^ other artillery, 
calculated for the bombardment of a town ;'— their defti- 
nation W2js kept a profound fecret :— -that an exprefs floop 
of war, which left England the eighth Auguft, arrived four 
days ago ;— that general Gage is recalled, and laft funday re*, 
iigncd bis commaind to general Howe ;— that Jord Percy, 
colonel. Smith, and other officers who wore at Lexington, 
are ordered home with Gage ; — that fix fliips of the line 
and two cutters were coming out under fir Peter Dennis ;^^ 
that five regiments and a thoufand marines are prdere4 
oi|t, and may bp expedted in three or four weeks : — no pro- 
ipe<a of accommodatipn ; but the miniftry determined tq 
pu(h th? war to t}ie utmoft, 

I have a^n cxgrefs from colonel Arnold, and herewith fend( 
a copy of his letter and an inclofure, N'^4 and 5. — I am happy 
in finding he meets with no difcouragement.— The claim of 
the rifle officers, to be independent of all the fuperior ofiicers 
except colonel Arnold, is without any countenance or autho- 
rity from me, as I have fignificd in my laft djfpatch both to^ 

colonel 
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cekmclAFftCftd ftn^ca^^ttin Morgan. — The captcun of ^6 brig 
nom Quebec for Bofton informs me that there is nor Mpi- 
eio« 6f any fech ei^pedihoh 5 and that,- if Garleton fen^t $"ove 
from'St. Jdbh'Sj fo as to be obliged to throw himfelf into 
Quebec, it muft fall into our hands, as it is left without a re- 
gular i<>Idier^ andidatly of tbd lAhabittots are moft favorably 
dk^ofed to the AmericaH caufe ; — and that there is the larg&ft 
itock of aixtmunitidm ever colle\^€d in America. 

in the abovtf veiel feme letters were alfo found, from a|n 
dffict>r tft Quebec, to gbnisral G^ge and major Sheriff at. Bof- 
to% coihtaining fuch an account of the temper of the Cana- 
diails^ as cannot but affoi<i the higheft fatisla<Si:iDB. I have 
thought it befl: to forward them : diey are the inclofures, 

I am, ^ith the greatcft refped, &o, G- W, 



Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ 0^. n, 1775- 

I AM honored with your fcveral favors of the twcn- 

ty-fixth and thirtieth September, aiid fifth Oftober, die con* 

terns of which I fliaU beg leave to notice iti their refpeStive 

t)rden 

Previous to the direction of Congrefs to confult the gentf-^ 
ral dfficers on the bbft mode of continuing and providing for 
lite army during the winter, I had deiired them to turn their 
thotights upon thefe fubjefts, and to favor me with the refult, 
by a particular day,; in writing. In this interval, the ap- 
poititment of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and colonel Harris 
fon, was communicated,^ — an event, which has ^ven me the 
higheft fatisfaflion, as the fubje£k was top weighty and com- 
plex for a difcuffion by letter. This appointiiient made any 
coinclufion here unnecefifary, as it is hot probiiUe any fuch 
arrangement would be agreed on, as would* n6t be altered in 
fome refpe£ls, upon a full and free conference. This good 
t&Qi will arife from the ftep already takeki, that dveiy officer 

© 4 wiU 
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vrill be prepared to give his fentimenU upon th^ iai|idifcuit 
fubjcifts. 

The cftimates of the commifTary and quarter-^after^go. 
ncral I have now the honor of inclofing. The firft is N*-!,-* 
the other, N° 2. 

With refpcft to the reduftion of the pay oif the ine9B» 
which may enter into the confideration of their fupport, it is 
the unanimous opinion of the general officers, that it cannat 
be touched with fafety at prefent. * * * 

Upon the prefinnption of there being a vacancy in the dl- 
reilion oif the hofpital, lieutenant-colonel Hand, formerly 
a furgeon in the eighteenth regiment, or royal Trifb, and Dr. 
■Fofter, late of Charjeftown, and one of the furgeons of the 
hofpital under Dr. Church, are candidates for that office. -I 
do not pretend to be acquainted with their refpedivo merits, 
and therefore have given them no farther expedtation, than 
that they ihould be mentioned as candidates for the depart-* 
ment. I therefore need only to add upon thi5? fubjedJ-, that the 
affairs of the hofpital require that the appointment fbould 
be made as foon as poflible, 

Before I was honored with your favor of the fifth inftant, I 
had given orders for the equipment of foine armed veflfcls, to 
intercept the enemy's fupplics of provifiori?; and ammunition^. 
One of them was on a cruife between Cape Anne and Cape 
Cod, when the exprefs arrived. The others will be fit for 
the fea in a few days, under the command of officers of the 
continental army, who are well recommended, as perfpns ac-r 
quaintcd with the fea, and capable of fuch a fervice. Two 
of thefe will be immediately difpatched on this duty ; and 
every particular, mentioned in your favor of the fifth inftant* 
literally complied with. 

That the honorable Congrefs may have a more complete 
idea of tlie plan on which tliefe yelfels are equipped, I in* 
clofe a copy of the inftrudlious given to the captains now 
out (N° 4). Thefe, with the additional inflrudiion dircdiled, 

8 ^iU 
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•will be given to ihe captains who^o'inta the mouth of 
' St. Laurence's river. As both officers and men moft cheer- 
fully engage in the fervice on the terms mentioned in thcfc 
inftrudions, I fear that the propofed increafe will creafc 
fome difficulty, by making a difFerence between men enga^- 
^ on fimilar fervice. I have therefore not yet communis 
cated this part of the plan, but referved an extra boiuity a^ at 
reward for extraordinary aftivity. There are no armed 
veffels in this province ; and governor Cooke informs n» 
the-enterprife can 'feceive no affiftknce' from him, as one of 
ihe armed veffels of Rhocje-Ifland iaon a, long criiife, and 
the other unfxt for the fervice. Nothing (ball be omitted, to 
fccure fuccefs. A fortunate capture of an ordnance fhip 
would give new life to the camp, and an immediate turn to 
the iffue of this campaign. 

Our laft accounts from colonel Arnold are very favorable: 
he was proceeding with all expedition; and 1 flatter myfelf 
(making all allowances) he will be at Quebec the twentieA 
jnftant, where a gentleman from Canada (Mr.***) aC 
fures me he will meet with no refiftance. 

In the quarter-mafter's eftimate, 'there are fome articles 
omitted, of which he informs me he cannot pretend to fur* 
nifti a computation,— fuch as cartage, tools, &c, for which 
fome general allowance muftbe made. 

From the various accounts received from Europe, there 
may be reafon to expedl troops will be landed at New- 
York, or fome other middle colony. I ihould be glad to 
know the pleafure of the Congrefs, whether, upon fuch an 
event, it would be expeded that a part of this army fliould 
be detached, or the internal force of fuch colony and its 
neighborhood be deemed fufficient ; or whether, in fuch 
cafe, I am to wait the particular dire<Stion of Congrefs. 

The fleet, -mentioned in my laft, has been feen ftanding 
N. N. E ; fo that we apprehend it is intended for fome 
part of this province, or New-Hampflure, or poffibly Que- 

The 
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The btcft and bed accounts we have from the cxmof^ 
arcy that they are engaged in their new work acroft the 
ibuth end of Bofloo, preparing their barracks, &c for .win- 
ter : — that it is pit)poied to keep from live hundved u> a 
thoufaud men on Bunker's hitl all winter, who are to be ro> 
lieved once a week ; —the reft to be drawn into Bofton. 

A pcrfon who has lately been a feryant to major ConoUy 
(a tool of lord Dunraorc's) has given an account of a fchieoie 
to diftrefs the fouthern provinces* which appeared to me of 
fufficxent confequence to be immediately tranfmitted. I hatt 
therefore got it attefted, and do myielf the Iionor of iocloliog 
it, N^ 5. 

The new levies from Connc£licut have lately marehed hw 
to camp, and are a body of as good troops as any we have: 
fo that we have now the fame ftreagth, as before the detach* 
nient made under colonel Arnold. 

I am, with the moft refpedlfui fentiments to the honorable 
Congrefs, and yourfelfi fir, yoi^r mod obedient, &c. Q. W. 



Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ O^ob, 24, 17 75. 

MY conjedlure of the deftination of the late fqua-* 
dron from Bofton, in my laft, has been unhappily verified by 
an outrage, exceeding, in barbarity and cruekv, every hof- 
tile aft pmftifed among civilifed nations. I have inclofed 
the account given me by Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the 
town of Falraoutli, of the deftruftion of that increafing^ add 
flourifliing village. He is a very great fufFerer, and informs 
me that the time allowed for tlie removal of efFe£b was fo 
fmall, that valuable property of all kinds, and to a great 
amoiuit, has been deftroyed. The orders flicwn by the cap- 
tain for this horrid procedure (by which it appears the fame 
defolation is meditated upon all the towns on the coaft) 
made it my duty to communicate it as quickly and cxteW- 
fively as poiTiblc. As Portfmouth was the next place to 
whicli he propofed to go, general Sullivan wua permitted t6 

go 
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f^ Up» ^A gfKt them Ik ^fkS^npe ao i advice t9 wftcd^off 
$^c Wow. I flatter myfelf the like event wMl not h^ppcil 
tiliexe, ^s. ijb^y \\9.rQ a. fortfccation of fome iirejogtb, ,^ a 
VejQfci li2« arrived at ^. place C9J|e4 Skeepfcpt y^^h fifteca 
lmndre*J poujids. of powder. 

The genflesfusn of thp^ Cor^eCs have nearly finiChed their 
bufinefs : but as they write by this opportunity, I muft beg 
ka.Yft to x^i ypu ta 0ipir IcOfir, for ^ii^t <;oqcei»s tbeir 

We have had np pccurrexv^e of any confcquencc in th^ 
cf^mp fiJOdce. I had the honor of addrefling yqu 1# J tiut ex* 
peft every hour to hear that Newport has ihaxed ^l^e £it» 
g{ unhapiiy Falmoiith. 

I have the honor to be, &c, CJL W* 



8iR, Camp at Cambridge^ O^ob. 30, 1 7 75, 

THE inforqaation, which the gentlemen whahave 
^tely gone from hence can give the Cctngre^j of the ftate 
and fituation of the army, would have made a ktter un» 
ueceffary, if I djd not fuppofe there would be fome an:iaety 
^o know the ijitentiom of the army on tb^ fubjeflt of th« re^ 
^nliftmen^. 

Agreeable to the advice of .thofe, gentlemen, and my owa 
Qjgiinion, I im.naedia.t.ely began by direcjting all fucb officers 
as propofed to coijitinue, to flgmfy ^eiic inteations as fooji. a» 
ppffible. A great number of tl>e returns arecoipe in, froox 
which I find that a very great proportion of the oflicer^ 
pf tL\e rank of capts^ins, and i^der, wijl retire;— from pre- 
fent appearances, I may fay, half, — but at leaft, one-third. 
It is wid^ fome concern alfo diat I obferve, that many of the 
oflBcers who retire, djfcouragc the continuance of the men, 
and, I fear,, will communicate the infecStion to them* Some 
have advifed that tliofe oflBcers who decline the fervicQ 
(hou)d be immediately difmiffed: but this would be very, 
dangerous and inconvenient, I confefs I have great anxieties 

upon 
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upon the fobje£l; thoiigh I ftill fiope ilfc pay and terHns are 
fo a^ntagcons, that intcrcff, and, Ihopc alfo, a regard W 
tticiT country, will retain a greater proportion of the privates 
than their officers^ ' In fo important a matter, I fhall efteent 
it my inilifpenfable duty, not only to adl with all poffibte 
prndcnccy but to give the moft early and constant advice of 
my progrcfs, ' • ■ 

A fupply of clofhing, equal to our ncfeefCties, would 
greatly contribute to the encouragement and fatisfaftion 6( 
the meii. In every point of view, it is fo important, that I 
beg leave to call the attention of the Congrefs to it in a par- • 
ticnlar nranner. ■ ■ . 

A fergeant has jufl: come in from Bunker's hill, but brings 
no important news. * 

1 have the honor to be> &c, . G. W* 



Sir, Cambridge, Noz/. 2, 1 77c. 

I COULD not fufFer Mr. Randolph to quit this 
camp without bearing fome teftimony of my' duty to the 
Congrefs j although his fudden departure (occafioned by Ae 
fleath of his worthy relative, whofe lofs, as a good citizea 
and valuable member of fociety, is much to be regi-ettedV 
doef^ not allow me time to be particular. 

The ioclofed return Ihews, at one view, what reliance we 
have upon the officers of this army, and how deficient wo 
are like to be in fiibaltern officers. A few days more 
will enable me to inform the. Congrefs what they have to ex- 
pe6l from the foldlery, as I fhall iffue recruiting orders for 
this purpofe, fo foon as the officers are appointed, — whicht 
will be done this day, — having feht for the general officers, to 
confult them in the choice. ' 

I muft beg leave to recall the attention of the Congrefs to 
the appointment of a brlgadier-rgeneral, — an officer as necef- 
fary to a brigade, as a colonel is to a regiment, and will b^ 
exceedingly wanted in the new arrangement* " ' 

TIic 
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. The proclamations and aflbciation, herewith iiylofea^ 
came to my hands on monday lafL J thought it my duty ta 
{jmd them to you.— -*-Nothibg of moment has happened im(M 
my laft* -♦ 

With refpe6lful <:omprimeuts to the mepibers of Congrefe, 
I have the honor to be, &c. G..W* 



Sir, Cambridgey Nf^v. 8, I775» 

. THJE immediate occalion of my giving the Congrefs 
the trouble of a letter at this time is to inform them, that, in 
^onfeqwencc of their order fignified in your letter of tlic twen« 
tieth uldmo, I laid myieif under a fokma tie of feci^ocy ta 
captain M*Pherfon, and proceeded to examine liis plan for the 
deftru(9tIon of tl>e fleet in the harbor of Bofton, with all that 
care and attention which the importance of it deferved, and 
my judgment could lead to. But not being happy enough 
to. coincide in (pinion with chat gentleman, and finding tbat 
his fcheme would involve greater cxpenfe, than (under my 
doubts .of its fuccefs) I thought myfelf juftified in giving in- 
to, 1 prevailed upon him to QomtnunicatQ his plan to three 
gentleanen of the artillery in this army, well acquainted in the 
knowledge and practice of gunnery* By them he has beea 
convinced, that, inafmuch as he fet out upon wrong princi* 
pies, the fcheme would prove abortive. Unwilling however 
to relinquifh his favorite projeiS^ of reducing the naval force 
of Great Britain, he is very defirous of buUding a number of 
row gallies for this purpofe. But as the Congrefs alone are 
competent to the adoption of this meafure, I have advifed hinji 
(although he offered to go on with the building of them at 
his own expcnie, till the Congrefs fhould decide) to lepajr 
immediately to Philadelphia with his propofals ; where, if 
they ihould be agreed to, or veflTcls of fuperior force, agree- 
able to the wiihes of mod others, Should be refolved on, h^ 
itiayiet inftantly about them, with all the materials up^n 

the 
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fpirit vp the people and oppofe it at all events* — Falinoutli i» 
about a huiKlroil and thiny miles tVom this camp. 

I have tile honor to be, lcc» . Q. W* 

P. S. I fend a genet al return of the troopsj and Enauif(s(U 
of tlic cargoes and vclTcIs taken at Plynioutii. 



Sir, CambridgCy Nov. ii, 177^ 

* * * Inclofed, you have a copy of an adb, pa£ed 
diis feffion, by the honorable council and houfe of rcprefen- 
tatives of this province. It vefpedts fuch captures as may be 
made by veffels fitted out by the province, or hy individuals 
fiiereof. As the armed veffels, fitted out at the continental 
cxpenfe, do not come under this law, I would have it fub- 
mitted to the confideration of Congrefs, to point out a more- 
fwnmary way of proceeding, to dctciTnine the property and 
mode of condemnation of fuch prizes as have been or here* 
after may be made, than is fpeclfied in this aft. 

Sliould not a court be eftablifhed by authority of Con* 
grefs, to take cognifance of prizes made by the continental 
veffels ? Whatever the mode is which they are pleafed to 
adopt, there is an abfolutc neceffity of its being fpeedily de- 
termined on : for I cannot fpare time from military afiairg, 
to give proper attention to thefe matters* 

The inhabitants of Plymouth have taken a floop, laden 
with provifions, 6cc, from Halifax, bound to Bofton ; and 
die inhabitants of Beverly have, under cover of oHe of the 
armed fchooners, taken a veffel from Ireland, laden with 
Icef, pork, butter, &c, for the fame place. The latter brings 
papers and letters of a very intcrefcing nature, w^hich are in 
die hands of the honorable council, who informed me they 
will tranfmit them to you by this conveyance. To the con* 
tents, of thck papen^ and letters I niuil beg leave to refer you 
an4 the hont)rable Coiigrefs, wlio will now fee the abfolutc 
ncccility there is, of exerting ,all tlieir wifJom, to withftand 
the uiighi) ciiuru of our Ciicniics. 

The 
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The trbuble I have m the arrangement of the army is really 
inconceivable. Many of the officers fent in their names to 
fervc, in expcftation of promotion: odiers flood aloof* * * ; 
whilft a number who had declined have again fent in their 
names, to ferve. So great has the confiifton, arifing from 
thefe and many other perplexing -circumftances, been, that I 
,found ii abfolutely impoffible to fix this very interefling bu- 
fioeis exadtly on the plan refolved on in the conference, 
though I have Jkept up .to the fpirit, as near as the nature and 
rieceflUy of the cafe would admit of: the difficulty with 
the foldiers is as great, — indeed more fo, if poffible, than 
with the officers. They will not enlift, until they know 
their coldnel, Iieutenant-colone], major, captain, &c ; fo that 
it was neceiTary to fix the officers the firtt thing ; which is, 
at laft, in fome manner done ; and I have given out enliAing 
orders. 

. You, fir, can much cafier judge, than I can exprcfs, the 
anxiety of mind I muft labor under on the occafion, efpc* 
cially at this time, when we may expeft the enemy will be- 
gin to a6l on the arrival of their reinforcement, part of 
which is already come, and the remainder daily dropping in. 

I have, other diftreflcs of a very alarming nature. The 
arms of our foldiery are fo exceeding bad, that I afiure you^ 
fir, I cannot place a proper confidence in them. Our pow- 
der is wafting fafl, notwithftanding the ftridleft care, econo« 
my, and attention, is paid to it. The long fcries of wet wea- 
ther we have had, renders the greater part of what has been 
ferved out to the men, of no ufc. Yefterday I had a proof 
of it, as a party of the enemy, about four or five hundred, 
taking the advantage of a high tide, landed at Leechmore^s 
point : we were alarmed, and of courfe ordered every man 
to examine his cartouch^box ; when the melancholy truth 
.appeared } and we were obliged to fumiih the. greater part 
of them with frefh ammunition* 

The damage done at the point was the taking of a man 
who watched a few horfes and cows : ten of tJie latter they 

Vol, L ' E canied 
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carried ofF. Colonel Thompfon inarched down with fail !«• 
giment of riflemen, and was joined by colonel Woodbridgc^ 
with a part of his and a part of Patterfon's regimenty vdio 
gallantly waded through the water, and foon obliged the 
enemy to embark under cover of a man-of-war, a floating 
battery, and the fire of a battery on Charleftown neck. We 
have two of our men dangeroufly wounded by grape-ihot 
from the man«of-war ; and, by a flag fent out this day, "we 
are infoi-med the enemy loft two of their men, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 






Sir, Cambridge^ Nov. 19, 1775. 

i Received your favors of the feventh and tenth in* 
ftant, with the refolves of the honorable Congrefs, to which 
I will pay all due attention. — As foon as two capable per- 
fons can be found, I will difpatch them to Nova>Scotia, on 
the fervice refolved on in Congrefs. 

' The refolve to raife two batallions of marines "wiH (if 
prafticable in this army) entirely derange what has been 
done. It is therein mentioned, " one colonel for the two ba- 
tallions :" —of courfe, a colonel muft be difmiffed. One of 
the many difficulties, which attended the new arrangement^ 
was in reconciling the different interefts^ and judging of the 
merits of the different colonels.— In the difraiffion of this 
one, the fame difficulties will occur. — The officers and men 
muft be acquainted with maritime affairs ; to comply with 
which, they-niuft be picked out of the whole army, — one 
from this corps, one from another, — fo as to break through 
the whole fyftem, wliich has coft us fo much time, anxiety 
and pains, to bring into any tolerable form. Notwithftand* 
ing any difficulties which will arife, you may be afluredj 
fir,. that I will ufe every endeavor to comply with their re* 
folve. 

I beg leave to fubmit it to the confideration of Congrefs 
(if diefe tw^tatallions can be formed out of this army) whe- 
ther 
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i Aer this 13 a time to weaken our lines^ by emjlbying any of 
! the forces appointed to defend them, on any <>ther fervicek 
The gentlemen who were here frpm the Congrefs knoMT 
their vaft extent: theymuft know that we (hall have occa-- 
fion for our whole force for that purpofe j more fo how 
than at any paft time, as we may expedk the ene<ny wiH 
lake the advantage of the firft hard weather, and attempt to 
hiake an impreffion fomewhere. That this is their inten* 
tion, we have many reafons to fufpe6k* 

We have had, in the la ft week^ fix defeiters> and took 
two ftraggling prifoners. They all agree that two compa* 
nies, with a train of artillery and one of the regiments from 
Ireland, were arrived at Bofton ;— that freili ammunition 
and flints have been ferved out ;— that the grenadiers and 
light infantry had orders to hold themfelves in readinefs at a 
moment^s warnings 

As there is eVery appearance that this coiiteft will not 
be foon decided, and of courfe that there muft be an aug- 
mentation of the continental army, would it not be eligible 
to raife two batallions of marines in New'-York and Phila* 
delphia, where there muft be numbers of failols now un^6m- 
f)loyed? — This however is matter of opinion, which I men- 
tion with all due deference to the fuperior judgment of th^ 
Congrefs. 

Inclofed, you have copies of tWo letters,— one from colo- 
nel Arnold,— the Dther from colonel * * ♦, I can form no 
judgment on the lattcr's conduft, until I fee him. Notwith* 
ftanding the great defedioh, 1 do not defpair of colonel Ar- 
nold's fuccefs. He will have, in all probability^ many mora 
difficulties to encounter, than if he had been a fortnight 
iboner ; as it is likely that governor Carleton wUU with whalf 
forces he can coUed after the furrender of the reft of Cana*' 
da, thcowJiimfelf into Quebec, and there make his laft ef- 
fort- There is no late accounr from captains Broughton 
and Sillman, fcnt to the river St, Laurence* T/ie other 
croifers.have been diiefty-tonfined to liai^oiv by &e bad- 
;.w.. Ea ttef» 
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nefs of the weather. The fame reafon has caufcd great de- 
lay in building of our barracks ; which, with a moil mortif]^ 
ing fcarcity of fire*woocl, difcourages the men from enlifting. 
The laft, I am afraid^ is an infuperable obftacle. I have ap- 
plied to die honorable houle of reprefcntatives of this pro- 
Tince, who were pleafed to appoint a committee to negotiale 
this bufinefs : and notwithftanding all the pains they have 
and are taking, they find it impoilible to fupply our neceffi- 
ties. The want of a fufficient number of teams I underftani 
to be the chief impediment. 

I got returns tliis day from elevea colonels,, of the niuo- 
bers enlifted in their regiments. The whole amount is 
nine hundred and fixty-fix men. There muft be fome other 
fiimulus belides love for their country, to- make mea fond 
of the fervice. It would be a great encouragement, andna 
additional expenfe to the continent, were they to receive pa; 
for the months of 0£lober and November ; alfo a mondi^t 
pay advance. The prefeut ftate of the military cheft wilt 
not admit of this. The fooner it is enabled to do fo,, the 
better. 

The commiffary-general is daily expedled in camp. I can- 
not fend you the eftimate of the clerks in his department, 
until he arrives* 

I fincerely congratulate you upon the fuccefs of your arms, 
in the furrender of St. John's, wliich I hope is a happy jMre- 
fage of the redu6lion of the reft of Canada* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Cambridge^ Novem, ^8, 1775^ 

/ I HAD the honor of writing to you on the nineteendk 
kifl;ant« I have now to inform you that Henry Knox» e£* 
quire, is gone to New- York, with orders to forwand to this 
place what cannon and ordnance ftores can be there pro- 
Cured. Froqi whence he will proceed to general Schuyler 
on the fame buiinefs, as you will fee by the inclofed copy 
of inflru&ions .viMh.I have givea him* . It would give ik 

much 
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itfuch farisfiafHon, that this gttitleman, or ftny other whom", 
you may' think qualified, i^as appointed to the command of. 
the artillery regiment. In my letter to you, of the eighth 
iiiftant, I have exprcffed myfelf fully on this fubjed:, which 
I "beg leave to recommend to your immediate attention; as 
the formation of that corps will be at a ftand, until I am hp- 
xkored with your inftruftions thereon, * * ♦ * 

There are two perfons engaged to go to Nova-Scotia, on the 
bufmefs recommended in your laft. By the beft information 
we have from thence, the ftores, &c, have been withdrawn 
fome time. Should this not be the cafe, it is nejit to an im- 
poffibility to attempt any thing there, in the prefent unfetded 
and precarious ftate of the army, * * * * . _ 

FVom what I can coiled by my inquiries ailidngft the of- 
ficers, it will be in>poffible to get the men to cnlift for the 
continuance of the war ; which will be an ihfuperable ob- 
ftru3i«n to the formation of the two batallions of marines 
on the plan refolved on in Congrefs. As it can make no 
difference, I propofe to pfoceed on the new airangement of 
the army, and, when completed, inquire out fuch bflScers 
and men as are beft qualified for that fervice,^ and endeavor 
te form Aefe two batallions out of the whole. This appears 
to me the beft method, and will, I hope, me^ the approba- 
:tion of Congrefs, '/" 

As it will be very difficult for the men to woA when the 
hard froft fets in, I have thought it neceffai-y- (chough of lit- 
tle ufc at prefent) to take. pofTeffion of Coble-hill, for -the be- 
nefit of any future operations. It was efFectecJ.; without the 
leaft oppofition from the enemy, the twent}^ird inftunt. 
Their inaftjvity on this occaiion is what I caniiot account 
for : — it is jjrobable they are meditating a blow fome where. 
- About three hundued men, women, and cLiklrcn, of the 
poor inhabitants of Boftoo* came out to Poixu-Siiirley laft • 
!fri(Uy. . They have brought dmr houfehol4 furniture, but are 
tmprovjded of every other ^aeccfiaxy of life.. I have recom- , 
'•' . E 3 mcndeiji 
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mended them to. the attention of the committee of iht hoiiofi» 
able council of this province, now fitting at Watcrtown. . 

The number cnlifted fincc my lad are two thonfand four 
hundred and fifty men. * * * * Onr fituation Is trdy 
alarming ; and of this general Howe is weU apprifed, it be- 
ing the coriimon topic of convcrfation when the people left 
Bofton laft friday. — No doubt, when he is reinforced, ha 
win av;jU hin)felf of the information. 

lam making: the befl difpofition lean for ouic (iefeoce» 
having thrown Op, bcfides the work on Coble-hill, feveral 
redoubts, liair-inoons, &c, alcHig the bay : and I fear Z fhaU 
bb under th^^ neceffityof calling in the militia and minute- 
men of the country to my afliftance : I fay, I fear it,— -be-^ 
caufe, by what J can learn from the ofEcers in the army, be- 
longing to tins colony, it will be next to an impoffibility to' 
kefep them under any degree of difcipline, and that it will be 
very difficult to prevail on them to remain a moment longer 
than they chufe themfelves. It is a mortifying reflexion, to 
be reduced to this dilemma. There has been nothing want-i 
ing on my part, to infufe a proper fpirit amongft the officers^ 
' that they may exert their influence with the foldiery. You 
fee, by a fortnight*8 recruiting amongft men with arms in 
their hands, how little has been the fuccefs. 

As the fmall-pox is now in Bofton, I have ufed the pre- 
caution of prohibiting fuch as lately came out, from comings 
near our camp. — General Burgoyne, I am informed, -wiir 
foon embark for England.—I think the rifle too great to w^rito 
you by poft, whilft it continues to pafs through New- York. 
It is certain that a poft has heen intercepted the beginning 
of laft month, as they fent out feveral letters from Bofton^ 
with the poft-mark of Baltimore on them. This goes by 
captain Jofcph Plewer, who promiles to deliver it carefully 
upto you. 

You, doub^fs, will have heard, before this reaches, of 
general Montgomeiry's t^vic^ gotpofi^£yion of Montreal. X 

congratulate 
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congratulate you thereon. He has troubles widi-his troQips,^ 
as well as I have. — AU I can learn of colonel Arnold^ is, thar 
he is- near Quebec. I hope Morttgomery will be able to 
proceed to his afliftance. I fhall be very uneafy until Ihear 
they are joined. 

My b^ft rtfpefils attehd the gentlemten in Congrefs: aiid> 
believe me, fir, your moft obedient, &c. G. W; 



Sir, Cambridge^ Novem* y>y 1775- 

I HAD the honor to write to you, the twenty-eighth 
inftant, by captain Jofeph Blcwer. Laft evening I received 
the agreeable account of the fchooner Lee, commanded by 
captain Manly, having taken and carried into Cape- Anne a- 
large brigantine, bound from London to Bofton, laden with 
military ftores, the inventory of which I have the pleafure ta 
inclofe you. Cape- Anne is a very open harbor, and acceili- 
ble to large fliips ; which made me immediately fend off co- 
lonel Glover and Mr. Palfrey; with orders to raife the mi- 
nute-men and militia of that part of the (Country, to have the 
cargo landed without lofs of time, and guarded up to this 
camp. This, I hope; they will be able to cflFeft, before it is 
known to the enemy, what port fhe is carried into. I fin- 
Cerely congratulate you on this very great acquiiition ; and 
am, fir, your moft humble, &c. G. W. 

Manly has alfo taken a floop ih the minift^ial fervice ; and 
captain Adams, in the fchooner Warren, has taken a fchoon- 
er laden with potatoes and turnips, boimd to Bofton, and 
carried her into Portfmoutb. 



Sir, Cambridge^ I>ec» 4, 1775. 

I HAD the honor of \vriting to you the thirtieth ulti- 
mo, incfofmg an inventory of the military ftores taken on 
board the brig Nancy by captain Manly of the arnied 
fchooner Lee. I have now to inform you that be Has fince 

E 4 fefiX 
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fent into Beverly a . ibip named the .Concord, Jamesr Xnowri^. 
mafter, from Greenock in Scotland* bound to Bofton. Sb» 
has on board dry goods and coals, to the value of three, thou- 
fand fix hundred and iix pounds, nipe (hillings and fevcor 
pence fterling, (hipped by Crawford, Anderfon, and Co« and. 
condgned to James Anderfon, merchant in Boflon. It is 
mentioned in the letters found on board, that diis cargp was 
for the ufe of the army : but, on a (\,ri€t examination, I find it 
is really the property of the fhippers and the perfon to whom 
configned. — Pray what is to be done with this fhip and 
caigo ? and what with the brxgantine which brought the mili- 
tary (lores ?— It was agreed, in the conference laft Odiobcr, 
«* tiat all vejfels employed merely as tranfports^ and unarmed^ 
VfitA their crewSf hefet at liberty^ upon giving fecurity to return 
to Ettrope ; but that this indulgence be not extended longer than 
till the firji of April next^^ In the fbippers' letter, they 
mention : <* you muft procure a certificate from tte general 
and admiral, of the Concord's being in the government fer* 
vice, fuch as the Glafgow packet brought with her, which 
was of great fervice, procured a liberty to arm her, vtrhich 
was refufed us ; alfo gave her a preference for fome recruits 
that went out in her." In another part of the letter, they 
fay : " Captain Lowrie will deliver you the contradl for the 
coals : we gave it to him, as it perhaps might be of ufe, ^$ 
a certificate of his fliip being employed in the gover^iment 
fervice.'* Every letter on board breathes nothing but en- 
mity to this country : ^nd a vaft number of them there are. 

It is fome time fince I recommended to the Coqgrefs that 
they would ipftitute a court for the trial of prizes made by 
the continental armed ve(rels ; which I hope th^y have erp 
now taken into their confideration ; otherwife I (hould agaiQ 
^ke the liberty of urging it in the moft preffing manner. 

The condud of a great number of the Connedlicut troops 
has lajd.mp undef |he neceifity of calling in a body of the 
militia much fooner U^an I apprehended there would be aq, 
occafioa for fwh a ftep, I was afraid fome time ago that 

they 
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tttey would incline to go home when thcthne of their inliiE^ 
jfnent expired. I called upon the officers of the feveral regi-* 
ments, to know whether they could prevail on the mcii'to 
remain until the firft of January, or till a fufficient^Mimbeii 
of other forces could be raifed to fopply their place* IifupM" 
pofe they were deceived themfelves : I know they deociVed 
Oie by alTurances that I need be under no apprefaenfioo oit 
that fcore, for the men would not leave the lines. Laft firk 
day fbevved how much they were miftaken, a^ the majtir 
part of the troops of that colony were going away with tbdf 
arms and ammunition. We have however, by threats, per* 
fuafion, and the adlivity of the people of the country. whet 
fent back many of them that had fet out, prevailed u{K>n 
the moft part to ftay. There are about eighty of them taif* 
Cng. 

I hav^ called in three thoufand men from this province ; 
iind general Sullivan, who lately returned from the province of 
'New-Hampihire, having informed me that a number of mea 
were there ready at the Ihorteft notice, I have demanded twd 
jhoufand from that province. Thefe two bodies, I expe«5v 
will be in by the tenth inflant, to make up the deficiency of 
the Connedicut^men whom I have promifed to difmifs on 
that day, as well as the numbers to whom I was obliged tf> 
grant furloughs before any would enlifl.— As the fame 
defediion is much to be apprehended when the time, of 
the Maflachufetts-Bay, New-Hampftiire, and Rhode-Ifland 
forces is expired, I beg the attention of Congrefs to this im- 
portant affair* 

I am informed that it has been the cuftom of thefe provinces 
Jn the laft war, for the legiflative power to order every town 
to provide a certain quota of men for the. campaign. Tliis or 
fome other mode ihpuld be at prefent adopted, as I am fatif- 
fied the men qanpot b^ had without. - This the Congrefs 
will pleafe to take imp their immediate confideration. My fuf- 
picioos oa this head I ih^ll alfp commwiicate to the governors 

Trumbull 
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Trombiill and Cooke, alfo to the New^Hampfhii e convtn- 
lion* 

The number enlified in the kft week are about thirteea 
Jmndred men. By this you fee how flow this importuf 
work goes on. * * * 

. An exprefs is juft come in from general Schuyler, with 
fcttert from colonel Arnold and general Montgomery, co- 
pies of which I have the honor to inclofc you. Upon die 
iriiole, I think iflFairs carry a pleafing afpef): in that quarter. 
The reduftion of Quebec is an objeft of fuch great import- 
race,- that I doubt not the Congrcfs will give every afliftancc 
HI riieir power for the accomplishing it this winter. 

By the laft accounts from the armed fchooners fent to the 
!rrfer St. Laurence, I fear we have but little to expefil from 
diem: they were falling ihort of provifion, and mention 
lh9t they would be obliged to return ; which at this time is 
particularly unfortunate, as, if they chofe a proper ftation, 
all the ve(Ieis coming down that river muft fall into their 
hands. The plague, trouble, and vexation I have had with 
the crews of all the armed veflels, is inexpreffible. I do be- 
lieve there is not on earth a more diforderly fet r — every 
time they come into port, we hear of nothing but mutinous 
eomphints. Manly's fuccefs has lately, and but lately; 
quieted his people. The crews of the Wafhiiigton and Har- 
rifon have a£lually defcrted them ; fo that I have been under 
the nccefSty of ordering the agent ta lay the latter up, and 
get hands for the other on the beft terms he could. 

The houfe of reprefentatives and the honorable board have 
fent me a vote of theirs relative to the harbor of Cape-Cod, 
which you have herewith. I fhall fend an officer thither to 
examine what can be done for its defence, though I do not 
think I (hall be able to give them fuch affiftance as may be. 
requifite ; for I have at prefent neither men, powder, nor 
capn()n to fparc. The great want of powder is what the at.^ 
tention of Congrefs ihould be particularly applied to. % 

dare 
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dare not attempt any thing offenfivc, kt the temptation W; 
advantage be ever fo great, as I have not niore of that rtioft 
eflential article, than will be abfolutely neceffary to dcfciii 
our lines, fhould the enemy attempt to attack them. 

By recent information from^ Bofton, general Howe is g9^ 
ing to fend out a number of the inhabitants, in. order, ix ii 
thought, to make more room for his expeded reiufosce^ 
ments. There is one part of the information I can hardly 
give credit to :— a failor fays that a number of thpfc cots^ 
ing out have been inoculated, with defign of fpreading die 
fmall-pox though this country and camp. I have commu- 
nicated this to the general court ; and recommended tlieir at- 
tention thereto. 

They are arming one of the tranfports in Bofton, with 
which they mean to decoy fome of our armed velTels, A% 
we are apprifed of their defign, I hope they will be difapr 
pointed. 

My beft refpefts wait on the gentlemen in Congrefs, and 
I am, fir, your moft humble, .&c. . G. W*.: 

P. S. J was mifinformed when I mentioned that pne regi- 
niient had arrived at Bofton : a few companies of the fevcn- 
teenth and artillery are all that are yet conie.-i-Near three, 
hundred perfons are landed on Point-Shirley from Bofton. 



Sir, Cambridge, Decern!/. 7, 1775. 

I WROTE you, the fourth inftant, by exprefs,.to 
which I beg you will be referred. My fears, tliat Broughton 
and Sillman would not effedt any good purpofe, were top 
well founded. They are returned, and brought with them 
three of the principal inhabitants from the ifland of St* 
John's. * * * They brought the governor's commiffiony- 
the province feal, &c, &c. As the captains a6led without 
any warrant for fuch conduit, I have thought it but jufticc to 
difcharge thefe gentlemen, wbofe families were left in the ut- 
mod dittrefs, 

lam 
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- I am credibly informed that James Anderfon, the con- 
£gnce and part owner of the fliip Concord and cargo, is ntit 
only unfriendly to American liberty, but afhially in arms 
againft us, — being captain of the Scotch company at Bofton* 
Whether your being acquainted with this circumftance, or 
not, will operate againft the vefiel and ciirgo, I will not take 
upon me to fay: but there are many articles on board, fo ab- 
folutely neceflary for the army, tliat, whetlier (he is omuI^ a 
prize -or not, wc muil have them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camlric/gc, Decemb. 1 1, 1 775. 

* • ♦ The numbers enliiled la ft week are men. 

If they gp on at this ftow rate, it will be a long tinac 
before this army is complete. I have wrote to the governors 
of ConncGicut and Rhode-IflanJ, alfo to the convention of 
Ncw-Hampftiire, -on this fubjeft. A copy of my letter to 
them • I have the honor to inclofe herewith. A letter to 
lame purport I fent to the legiflature of this province. 

The militia are coming in faft. I am much pleafed with 
the alacrity which the good people of this province, as well 
as thofe of New-Hampfhire, have ftiewn upon this occafion, 
I expeft the whole will be in this day and to-morrow, when 
•what remains of the Conne&icut [^troops'], who have not 
cnlifted, will have liberty to go to their fire-fidcs. 

The comraiflary-gencral is ft ill by his indifpofition detain- 
ed from camp. He committed an error, when making out 
the ration-lift: for he was then fcrving out (and has con- 
tinued fo to do) fix ounces per man per week of butter, 
though it is not included in the lift approved of by Congrcfs. I 
do not think it would be expcdienr to put a ftop thereto ; as 
every thing, that would have a tendency to give the foldiery. 
room for complaint, muft be avoided. 

The information 1 received that the enemy intended fprcad- 

ing 
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ing the fmaU>pox amongfl: us, I could not fuppofc them o^ 
pable of. — I now muft give fome credit to it, as it has made 
its appearance on feveral of thofe who la(l came out of Boi- 
ton, — Every necefTary precaution has been takeu to prevent 
its being communicated to this aimy \ Mid the general covxt 
will take care that it does not fpread through the country* 

I have not heard that any more troops are arrived at Bofr 
ton ; which is a lucky circumdance, as the Connecticut 
troops, I now find, are foT the moft part gone offl — iThe 
hoafes in Bofton are leiTening every day : they are pulled 
down, either for fire-wood, or to pievent the effcdls of fire, 
£iouId we attempt a bombardment or an attack upon the town, 
—Coble-hill is ftrongly fortified, without any intcrruptioii 
from the enemy. * * * 7'his is what at prefent occurs, 
from» fir, your raoft obedient, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The weekly returns of enliftments not being yet re- 
ceived for more than ten regiments, amountiiig to feven huu- 
dred and twenty- five men, I cannot fill up the blank in this 
letter : but this, added to the former, makes in ihe <wholc 
five thoufand two hundred and fifty-three. 



Sir, 'Cambridge^ Decemh 14, 1775. 

I Received your favor of the fccond inftant, with 
the feveral refolves of Congrefs therein inclofed. —-Hie xe- 
folves relative to captures made by continental armed veffeU 
only want a court eftabliflied for trial, to make them com- 
pkt€« This, I hope, will be foon done, as I have taken the 
liberty to urge it often to the Congrefs. 

I am fomewhat at a lofs to know whether I am to raife 
die two batallions of marines here, or not. As the delay can be 
attended with but little inconvenience, I will wait a farther 
explanation from Congrefs, before I take any fteps therein. 

I am much pleafed that the money will be forwarded With 
idl poflibie expedition, as it is much wanting; alfo tflat 
CouoUy and his aiTociates are taken. It 'has beeh^a verf for* 

tttuate 
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tonatc difcovcry. I make no doubt but that the Congrcfs will 
take e^'cry ncccflary mcafurc to difpoiTcfs lord Dunmore of 
his hold in Virginia: the fooner ftcps arc taken for that 
purpofe, the more probability there will be of their being 
effectual. * » ♦ * 

I will make application to general Howe, and propofe an 
exchange for Mr. Ethan Allen. I am much afraid I fhall have 
a like propofal to make for captain Mattindale of the armed 
Irrigantinc Walhington, and his men, who, it is reported, 
was taken a few days pad by a man-of-war, and carried into 
Bofton. — We cannot expe£k to be always fuccefsful. 

Tou will doubtlefs hear of the barbarity of captain Wat 
hcc on Conanicut ifland, ere this reaches your hands. 

About a hundred and fifty more of the poor inhabitants 
are come out of Bofton. The fmall-pox rages all over the 
town : fuch of the military as had it not before are now un- 
der inoculation. This, I apprehend, is a weapon of defence 
Aey are ufing againft us. What confirms me in this opi- 
nion, is, that I have information that they are tearing up the 
pavement, to be provided againft a bombardment. 

I wrote you this day by Meffirs. Fennel and De Pliarne, 
who will lay before the Congrefs, or a committee thereof, 
propofals for furniftiing the continent with arms and ammu- 
nhion. I refer you to themfelves for further particulars. 

I have tlic honor to be, &c. G. W» 



Chelfeaj Decemb. 1 6, 1775, 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE DAY. 

LAST evening, eight men came in a boat from Bof- 
tpn, to our guard at the ferry, — fix of them captains of vef*» 
fels. — They brought the following account : 

Yefterday, one large mortar was carried over to Bunker's 
hill :— -the troops filling water, carrying it on board the 
traafports :— provifioas fcarcc,— not more tlian fufEcient for 

fiat 
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fix weeks. One regiment of foot, and three companies blfdhc 
light horfe» fail for Halifax this day. 

DorcheJieTj Duemher l6, 1775. 

Sailed out of Bofton harbor this morning, eight large aoi 
two fmall veflelsi taken to be tenders ; — by their firing, ap- 
peared to be going a voyage out to fea. 

Mr* JoQiua Pico came laft night from Bofton. He con- 
firms the information that the regiment of foot, and foiae 
companies of light faorfe, were preparing to embark^ for lisr^ 
lifax. 

Sir, Cambridge, Decemh. 16, l^^S• 

THE information, contained in the above, coming fo 
many different ways, corroborated by feveral veflels having 
(ailed this day from Bofton, — I thought it my duty to tranf- 
mit it to you. Though Halifax is the place given out for 
their deftination, it is poffible they may be bound elfewhere* 
I fliall communicate this intelligence to governors' Cooke 
and Trumbull, and to the convention of New- York, for 
their government. 

I remain, fir, your moft obedient, &Cf G. W« 



Sir, Cambridge^ Dectmbm 1 9, I775* 

CAPTAIN Manly, of the Lee armed fchooner, took 
and fcnt into Beverly the floop Betfey, A. Atkinfon maften 
She is an armed veiTel, difpatched by lord Dunmore, with 
Indian corn, potatoes, and oats, for the army in Bofton. The 
packets of letters found on board, I have the honor to fend 
you with this by captain James Chambers, they being of fo 
much importance, that I do not think it would be prudent ta 
truft them by a common exprefs. 

As lord Dunmore's fchemes are fully laid open in ^fb 
letters, I need not point out to the Congrefs the neceffity thisri 
is of a vigorous exertion being adof^ted by theaii to i3£gd(i 
: . 8 
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teU his lordfliip of the ftrong hold he ha^ got in Virginia.— 
I do not mean to di£tatc : but I am fore they will pardon 
me for giving them freely my opinion, ivhich is, that the 
fate of America a good deal depends on his being obliged to 
evacuate Norfolk this winter, or not. 

I have Kirklaud well fecured, and think I will fend hiol 
to you for examination. By moft of the letters relative td 
him, he is a dangerous fellow. John Stewart's letters and 
papers are of a very interefling nature. Governor Xonyn's 
and many other letters from Auguftine (hew the weaknefs 
of the place ; at the fame time, of what vaft confequence it 
would be for us to poflefs ourfelves of it, and the great 
quantity of ammunition contained in the forts. — ^Indeed thefe 
papers are of fo great confequence, that I think this but 
little inferior to any prize our famous Manly has taken. 

We now work at our eafe on Leechmore's hill. On dif- 
covering our party there yefterday morning, the fliip which 
lay oppofite began a cannonade, to which Mount Horam 
added fome (hells. — One of our men was wounded. — ^Wc 
fired a few (hot from two eighteen-pounders which arc 
placed on Coble-hill, and foon. obliged the (hip to fhift her 
ftation. She now lies in tho ferry-way : and, except a few 
{hells from the mount in Bofton (which do no execution), 
we have no interruption in profecuting our works, which will 
in a very (hort time be completed. When that is done,— -? 
when we have powder to fport with, — I think, if the Con- 
grefs^refolve on the execution of the propofal made relative 
to the. town of Bofton, it can be done. 

I have fent a letter in this day to general Howe, of which 
a copy goes herewith. My reafon for pointing out brigadier- 
general Prefcot as the objedl who is to fuiFer Mr. Allen's 
fate, is, that, by letters from general Schuyler, and copies of 
letters from general Montgomery to Schuyler, I am given tQ 
onderftand that Prefcot is the caufe of Allen's fufFerings.— 
I thought it beft to be dec i five on the occaliony as did th^ 
generals, whom J confultcd thereon* 

The 
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*thc retums of men <hiCfttd fince tnf la{i amotiht td i\ioiit 
Eighteen hundred, making in the whole feveii thoufand one 
hundred and forty. The militia that are come in^ both 
fifom this prchrince and New-Hampfliirc, are rery fine-look- 
ing men, and go through their duty with great alacrity. 
The difpatch madej both by the people in marching and by 
the legiflative powers in complying with my requifition, hais 
given ftie infinite fatisfadioh*^ 

* Your letter of the eighth inftant, with the explanatory re- 
(bWe refpe£t:ing my calling forth the militia and minute-^ 
men, is come to hand} to which I (hall pay all due atten- 
tion. Tou have removed all the difficulties which I labored 
under, about the two baullions of marines. I ihall obey 
the orders of Congrefs in looking out for proper officers to 
command that corps.-^I make no doubt but, when the 
money arrives to pay off the arrears and the month's ad^ 
vance, that it will be a great encouragement for the men to 
cnlift- 

Inclofed is a letter I lately received from Mr. James 
Lovell. His cafe is truly pitiable. I wifh fome mode could 

* be fallen upon to relieve him from the cruel (ituation he is 
now in. — ^I am fenfible of the impropriety of exchanging a 
foldier for a citizen : but there is fomething fo cruelly dif-^ 
treffing in regard to this gentleman, that I dare fay you will 
take i£ under your confideration. 

I am, with great refpeft, &c. G. W- 



Sir, CambridgeyDec. 2Si ijyS* 

I HAD the honor to addrefs myfelf to you on the 
nineteenth inftant, fince which I have received undoubted in* 
formation that the genuine inftruftions given to Conolly 
have not reached your hands ; that they are very artfully 
concealed in the tree of his faddle, and covered with canvas 
fo nicely that they are fcarcely difcernible | that thofe which 
were found upon him were Intended to deceive, if he was 

Vol. 1. F caught. 
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caught -^You will mod certainly have his laddie .taken 10 
piecesi in order to difcover tliis deep-laid plot. . : • 

Inglofed h a copy of general Howe's letter in anfwer.lf 
the one I wrote him the eighteenth inftant. The cond^fiif 
am to obferve towards brigadier Frefcot in cpnfequence d 
thefe letters, the Congrefs will oblige me by determining fi^ 

The gentlemen by whom yott fent the money are ^rri^ 
The Aim they brought, though large, is not fufficicnt t(>)ui< 
fwer the demands of the ax:niy, which at this tiific aie » 
markaUy heavy: there is three months' pay due, one month's 
advance, two dollars for each blanket^ — the afms, th:vt a« 
left by thofe who are difmifled, to be paid for^«— befides tly 
demands which are on the commiflaryand c^uaner^mafter 
generals. You will therefore fee the neceflity of another 
■Temittance, which I beg may be as foon as you conveniently 
can. 

I will take the opportunity of the return of thefe gcnri©- 
men, to fend colonel Kirkland to you for examination, ^nd 
that you may difpofe of him as to you may fcem proper, 

A committee from the general court of this province caB- 
. cd on me the other day, informing me that they were in 
great want of ordnance for the defence of the colony j thatj 
' if what belonged to them, now in ufe here, was kept for tl^c 
continent, they would be under the ncecffity of providiitf 
tliemfelves wirh others : of courfe what is kept mufl: be paid 
for. There arc many of the cannon of very little ufe : fuch 
of them as are good, I cannot at prefent part with : perhaps 
when i receive the fupply from New- York and Caaada, it 
may be in my power to fpare tben>. 

Mr. Wadfworth has fent in his report refpeding Cape- 
Cod harbor, a copy of whicli you will receive herewith; 
alfo a letter from a Mr. Jacob Bailey, put into my hands bj 
c.^louel Little. It contains fome things that may not be un- 
worthy the confidcration of Congrefs. 

We have made good progrcfu in the" works on I^eech- 
morc's point. They would liave bccu finiihed ere tJiis, but 

for 
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ifer the fevcrity: of the weather^ which prevents our people 
i^rom working. 

I received si letter from governor Cooke, Whieh ckpreflca 
the iears of the people of Rhode-Ifland, left the (hipS) which 
We had information were failed with fbme ttoops on boards 
were deftincd fdr Newport* I fent majorigenefal Lee there^ 
to point otic to them fucK 4e^ence as he may think the placd 
capable of* I (incerely wi(h he ihay he able to do it with 
effect, as that place^ in its prefent ftate^ is an afylum lot 
fuch as are difafFeded to American liberty^ 

Our returns of enliilments, to this day, amount to eight 
thoufand five hUnd)red men. 

t have the honor to be, &c* G. W% 

P. S. tnclofed is sin eftimate of the demands of the army^ 



Sik, tambriJge, Dec. ^ij l7?J# 

I Wrote tb you the twenty-fifth inftant ; fince 
which I am not honored with any of your favors. The c& 
timate I then inclofed you was calculated tb pHy the troops^ 
&c, up to the firft of January. That cannot be done for 
want of futids in the paymafter-general's hands; which 
caufes a great murmuring amongft thofe who are going offl 
— s-The monthly expenfes of this army amount to near two 
hundred and feventy-five thoufand dollars^ which I take thd 
liberty of recomrrtending to the obfervation of Cdngrefsi 
that their future remittances may be governed thereby. 

It fometimes happens that perfons would wiih to depoiit 
money in the hands of the paymafter'-geiieral, for his bills on 
the treafury at Philadelphia. He has hitherto declined fuch 
offers, not having authority from Congrefs to draw.— Would 
it not be proper to give this power ? — If it fhould be ap- 
proved of, you will pleafe to point out the mode that the 
Congrefs would chufe to have it done in. 

The clothing fent to the quarter- mafter-getierai is nol 
lulHcient to put half our army into regimentals ; nor is thf re 
a poflibility of getting any quantity here. I have wrotcr- to 

Fa •••-■- 
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general Schuyler, that I wiifh what was lodged at Albaiij 
Could be (pared for thefe troops^ as general Moixtgbxneiff 
would clothe the men under his command at Montr£aL If 
this can be done, it will be of infinite fervice i and x\o time 
{hould be lofl: in forwarding them to this camp. 

In forming the regiments for the new eftablllhAient^ I 
thought it but juftice to appoint ^he officers, detached under 
colonel Arnold, to cbmmiflions in them. Their abfenccal 
prefent is of very great detriment to the fervice, eTpedaDj 
yi. recruiting : I would therefore wi(h, if the Congrefs mteiHl 
raifing troops in or for Canada, that they could be taken in 
there. The fooner I have their opinion of this mattjer, the 
better, tliat, if they can be commiflioned in Canada^ I may 
appoint officers here to replace them. 

Inclofed you have a copy of a reprefentation fent mc to fcy 
the legiilative' body of this province, refpefling four compa- 
nies ftationed at Eraintree, Weymouth, and Hingham. As 
they were never regimented, and were doing duty at a dif- 
tance rem the reft of the army, I did not know whether to 
confider them as a part of it ; nor do I think myfelf autho- 
rifed to direft payment for them without the approbation of 
Congvefs. 

It has been reprefented to me that the free negroes who 
have fervcd in this army are very much diflatisfied at being 
difcarded. As it is to be apprehended that they may feck 
employ in the minifterial army, I have prefumed to depart 
from the rcfolution refpefting them, and have given licence 
for iheir being enlifted. If thiis is difapproved of by Con- 
grefs, I will put a ftop to it. 

* * * I muft remark that the pay of the affiftant cdt 
gineers is fo very fmall, that we cannot expeft men of 
fcience will engage in it. Thofe gentlemen, who are in 
that ftation, remained under the expcdation that an addi- 
tional allowance would be made them by the refpeftive pro- 
vince$ in which they were appointed, to that allowed by the 
Congrefs. 

^ Captain Freeman arrived this day at camp from Canada. 

He 
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He left Quebec the twenty- fourth ultimo, in cx»nfe^uence of 
general Carleton's proclaination "which I have the honor to 
feod you herewith. He {^wc olonel Arnold, the twenty- 
lixth, and fays that he was joined at Foint-^-tremble by ge- 
neral Montgomery, the firft inftant; — that they were aboiil 
two thpufand ftrong, and were making every preparation 
for attacking Quebec 5 — thfit general Carleton had *with 
him about twelve hundred men, the majority of whom 
are failors ; — that it was his opinion the French would give 
up the place if they get the fame conditions granted to the 
inhabitants pf Mqntreal. * * * 

Captains Seniple and Harbefon take under their care 
Mr, Kirkland. * * * Captain Mathews and Mr. Robinfon 
will accompany them. The two latter were taken prifpners 
by lord Dunmore, who was fending them to Boftpn, from 
whence there is little doubt but they would be forwarded to 
England, to which place I am credibly informed captain 
M^rtindale and the crew of the Wafhington are fent ; ajfo 
colonel Alien) and the prifoners taken with him in Canada. 
This may account for general Howe's filence on the fubjeflfc 
of an exchange of prifoners mentioned in my letter to him. 

General Lee is juft returned from his excurfion to Rhode- 
Ifland : —he has pointed out the beft method the ifland would 
admit of for its defence : — ^he has endeavored a^l in his power 
to make friends of thofe that were our enemies. Tou have, 
inclofed, a fpecimen of his abilities in that way, for your 
perufal. I am of opinion that, if the fame plan was purfued 
through every province, it would have a very ^ood effect, 

I have long had it on my mind to mention to Congrefg 
that frequent applications had been made to me refpefling 
the chaplains* pay, which is too fmall to encourage men of 
abilities. Some of them, who have left their flocks, are 
obliged to pay the parfon a£ling for them more than they 
receive. I need not point out the great utility of gentlemen 
whofe lives and converfation are unexceptionable, being em- 
ployed for that fervice in this army. There are two ways 
of makin<; it worth the attention of fuch : one is an ad- 
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Yancement of their pay;; the other, that one chaplain bci 
appointed Xo two regiinepts. Thi$ laft| I think, may bo 
done without inconTenience.— I beg leave to rccoAHnciul 
^ matter to Congr^fsii wbofe fentiments hereon I fliall inii 
patiently ei^peft, 

Upqn a farther converfatlon with captain Freeman, lie fa 
of opinion that general Mohtgoip^ry has with him near 
three thoufand men^ including (pplon^l Arnold^s, He f^ya 
that lord Pitt had received repeated orders from his father^ 
to return home ; in confequenc^ of which, he had embark- 
ed) fome tim^ in O^dber, with a captain Green who was 
inafter of a veflU belonging to Philadelphia. 

By a number of falutes in Bofton harbor yefterday, I fahcy 
fdmiral Sht^dh^^n is s^rriyed, — Two large fliips were feen 
coming in, 

Our enliftments now amount; to nine thoufand &^ hundred 
^d fifty. 

.rpiofp gentlemen, who were made prifoners by lord Dun« 
inor^, being left deftitute of money and neceffaries, I have 
advanced tbeiti a hundred pounds lawful money belonging 
tp the public, for which I have taken captain Mathews^ 
draught on the treafury of Virginia, which goes inclofed. 

I have the ho^ior to be, Sec, G. W, 

Pt S, Ypu t^ve, inclofed, the returns of the army. 



SlR| Cambridge, January ^j ^776. 

SJNCP my Jaft of the thirty-firft ultimo, I have been 
honored >yith your favor of tde twenty- fecond, inclofing 
(undry refolycs, which fball, in matters they rel^ea,^ b^ 
ni^de the rule of my condi^ft. 

The refolution relative to the troaps In Boflon, I beg the 
favor of you, fir, to aflure Congrefs, (hall be attempted to be 
pui in execution the firft moment I fee a probability of fuc-* 
cefs, ^nd in fuch a way as a council of officers (hail think 
naofl likely to produce it : but if this fliould not happen as 
(bon ^s ypu may cypeci or my wiflies prompt to, I requelt 

thatf 
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A^t Coiipeh will be pleafcdto advert to my (kuation, and' 
do ^e the juftice to beKcve, that circumftances, and no%* 
want of inclination, are the caufe of delay. 
• It is not in the pages of hiftory perhaps to furniih a cafe 
like oiits:-^to maintain a poft within muiket-ihot of the 
enettiff for fix months together, without * , and at the 

fame time to di(band one army, and. recruit another, within 
that diftance of twenty<-odd Britiih regiments, — is more, pro* 
hably, than ever was attempted. But if we Succeed as well 
in the laft, as we have heretofore in the firft, I ihall think 
it the moft fortunate event of my whole life. 

By a very intelligent gentleman, a Mr. Hutchinfon from 
Bofton, I learn, that it was admiral Shuldham that came 
into the harbor on faturday laft ;— that two of the five regi- 
ments from Cork are arrived at Halifax ; — two others have 
failed for Quebec ^ but what was become of them, could 
not be told :— and the other (the fifty-fifth) has juft got 
into Bofton. Certain it is alfo, that the greateft part of the 
leventeenth regiment is arrived there. Whether we are to 
conclude from hence that more than five regiments have been 
fent out, or that the companies of the feventeenth, arrived 
at Bofton, are part of the regiments deftined for Halifax and 
Quebec, I know not. 

We alfo learn from this gentleman and others, that the 
troops, embarked for Halifax (as mentioned in my letter of 
the fixteenih) were really dcfigned for that place, but recall- 
ed: firom Nantalket road, upon advice being received of the 
above regiments there. I am alfo informed of a fleet now . 
getting ready under the convoy of the Scarborough and Fowey 
mcnK)f-war,-— confifting of five tranfports and two bomb vef- 
fels, with about three hundred marines, and feveral flat-bot- 
tomed boats. It is whifpered that they are defigned for 
Newport, but generally thou^t in Bofton that it is meant 
for Long-Ifland : and it is probable it will be followed by 

*^Left blank In the original to guard againj the danger of 
mlfcarriage.'-'Riad^ « without powder/' 
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more troops, as the other tranfports are taking itt yntUTg 
-*HU) lie^ as ptheiif fay, in Nantaikiet .road, to be out of th^ 
Ic^e. A large qu;^ntity of.bifcuit is alfo bakings 

'As the real 4efign cannot with certainty be knowPt I 
(ubmat it, with all dw deferencci to the fuperior judgmoil: 
jof Congrefs^ whether it would not be confident with pni# 
/leoce to have fome of the Jerfey troops thrown into New<r 
York^ to prevent an evil^ which would be ajmoft imemediar 
ble, ihould it faappen,«-I mean, the landing of trqpps at 
that place» or jjpon Long-Ifland near it. 

As it i$ poffible you may not yet have receive4 his m^ 
jefty's ^' mcji gracious** fpeech, I do myfelf the v honor to in-r 
clofe one of many, which were fent out of Bofton yeftercbyf 
|t is fall of ^ * ^) and explicitly holds forth his l^y?l wil{ 
^ be^ that vigorous meafures muft be purfued, to deprive 
Bs of pur * f *. Thefe meafures, whatever they bCf I 
hope will be oppoiied by more vigorous ones, and rendetod 
unavailing and frui^efs, though fan£lioned and authorifed hf 
the namte of majefty, — a name, which ought to promo)»^ the 
jbleiBngs of his people, and not their oppreffion. 

1 am, Sir, 5cc, ' . G. Wf 



SlR| Catnhr'idge^ Jan. |I, 1776, 

EVERY aajount I have out of Bofton confirms tbe 
embarkation of troops ipcntioned in my laft, which, from the 
feafoi^ of the year and other circmmftances, muft be deftincd 
for fome expedition to the fouthward of this. I hav^ there* 
foie thought it prudent to fend majorrgeneral Lee to Nciwi*. 
Yotk. I have given him letters recommendatory to gor 
vernor Trumbull,- and to the committee of fafety at New- 
York. I hav^ good hopes that in Connefticut he wiU get 
|»any volunteers, who ([ have fome reafon to think) wJU acr- 
.coippany him on this expedition, without more expenfe tq 
jthe continent than their maintenance. But fhould it be 
ptherwifc, and jhat they fliiould cxpecl pay, J think it is ^ 

trifling 
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frifiiftg eonfideration,^ when put in competition with thd im« 
portance of the chjeStf which is to put the city of New*' 
Torkf mih fudi parta of the North river and Long-Ifland 
as to him (hall fecm propert in that ftate of defiencey vrhjidv 
ihc feafpn of the year and circumftances will admit of^^fia^ 
as> if ppflibW to prevent ^e enemy from forp:iipg^ lodge* 
ment in th^ g0vcrninent» wfaicb» I am afraid, contains ((^ 
m^ny parfpns diiaffeded to the caufe of liberty and Acii^ 
rica« I have alfo wrote to lord StirUng to give him all the 
;t(Ilftance that he can with the troops under his command 
in th^ continental fervicci provided it does not interfere witli^ 
^ny orders he may receive from Congrefs relative to them. . 

I hope the Congrefs will approve of ,my conduiSl in fend-: 
|ng' genera} Lee upon this expedition ;— I am fure I mean^ 
it well I as experience teaches ys that it is much eafiejr to 
iprevent an enemy from poiling them£blveS| than it is to dift 
Jodge them ^fter they have got pofief&on. 

The evening of the eighth inftant, a party of our men, un4 
der the eommand of major SInoulton, were ordered to go 
and burn fome houfes which lay at the foot of Bunker's hill, 
and at the head of Charleftown. TJiey were alfo ordered ta 
}>ring off the guard, which, w£ expedied, confided of an pf*. 
ficer and thirty men. They crofled the mill-dam about Ixalf 
after eight o'clock, and gallantly executed their buQnefs, — > 
fuving bum^ eight houfes, and brought with them a fer^ 
jgeant and fout privates of the tenth regiment. There was 
hut one man more th^re, who making fome refinance, they 
were obliged to difpatcb. The gun that killed him was the 
iKMnly one di(ibharg.ed by our men, though feveral hundred 
^nrere fired by the enemy from within their works, but in fp 
leonfufed a manner, that not one of our people was hurt. 

Our enliftments go on very heavily. 

J am^ with great refjped^ &9/» G. W. 



Sir, 
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• SiXf Cttmbridge^ Jan. l^ 1776. 

I AM exceedinglj forry that I am under the neceflity 
of applying to you> and calling the attention of Congreft to 
tihe ftate of our arrns^ which is truly alanning. Upon the 
diflblotion of the old army, I was apprehenfire tiiat the 
new would be deficient in this inftance : aUid, that the want 
nngbt be as tnconfiderable as poffible, I gave it out in orders, 
Aat the arms of fuch meii as did not re*cnlift (or fuck of 
dbeni as were good) {hould be retained at the prices which 
fhoold be affixed by perfons appointed to infped and ralue 
diem : and, that we might be fure of them, I added that there 
would be a ftoppage of pay for the months of November and 
December, from thofe who fhould carry their firelocks ;iwfty 
wi&oot their being firft examined. I hoped, by thefe pre- 
cautions, to have procured a confiderable number: but, fir, 
I find with much concern, that, from the badnefs of the 
iirms, and die difbbedience of too many in bearing them oiF 
without a previous infpeftion, — very few were colleded. 
Neither are we' to cxpcdl that many will be brought in by 
the new recruits, — the officers, who are out enlifting, having 
reported that few men who have arms will engage in the fer- 
vicc ; and that they are under the difagreeable alternative of 
taking men without arms, or of getting none. Unhappy 
fituationj and much to be deplored !— -efpecially when wo 
have every renfon to convince us, that we have to contend 
with a formidable army, well provided of every neceflary ^ 
and that there will be a moft vigorous exertion of minifte- 
rial vengeance ag-ainft us, as foon as they think themfelvea 
in a condition for it, I hope it is in the power of Congrcfs 
to afford us relief :^ if it is not, what muft, what can be 
done ? 

Our treafury is almofl exhaufted, and the demands againft 
it very confulerable. A con ft ant fupply of money, to anfwer ' 
every claim and exigency, would much promote the good 
of the fcrvice. In the comirxn affairs of life, it is ufeful : 

in 
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In war, it is abfolutely neceflary and effential. I would Ijeg 
Jeave, too, to remind you of the tents, and of their import- 
ance,— hoping that if an opportunity has ofFercd, you have 
procured them. I fear that our army will not be raifed to 
the new eftabKffiment in any reafonable time, if ever : the 
enlifting goes on fo very flow, that it almoft feem$ at an 
end. 

In my letter of the fourth inftant, I wrote y6u that I liad 
received certain intelligence from a Mr. Hutchinfon and 
others, that two of the five regiments from Gork were ar^ 
fived at Halifax, one at BoAon, and the two others had fail* 
ed for Quebec, and had not been heard of. I am now aifured 
(as a matter to be relied on) by four captains of fhips, who 
left* England about the fecond of November, and who ap-^ 
pear to be men of veracity, that the whole of thefe regt^ 
ments (except the two companies that arrived at Bofton 
fome time ago), when they failed, were at Milford Haven, 
where they had been obliged to put in, by a violent ftorm, 
the nineteenth of Oftober ; that they would not be able to 
leave it for a confidcrable time, as they were under the ne^ 
ceffity of repairing their vefTels, and getting fome new ones 
taken up. — Such is the uncertainty and contradi£^ion in 
what I now hear, that it is not polTible to know what . t6 
believe or dilbelieve. "^ 

I wrote to the general court yefterday, and to the cotiven* 
tion of New-Ham pfhire, immediately upon feeing the great 
deficiency in our arms,— ^-praying that they would intereft 
themfelves in the matter, and fumifh me with all in their 
power. Whether I (hall get any, or what quantity, I can 
not determine, not having received their anfwers.— The 
ftime application will be made to the governments of Con* 
pefticut and Rhode-Ifland. 

I do myfelf the honor to fend you fundry ncwfpapers I 
received from the above-mentioned captains, as they may be 
Jater than any you have feen, and contain fome interefting 
intelligence,— I h<iv^ thQ bpnor to be, &Ct G. W, 
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Sir, Cambridge^ Jan. 19, '776*» 

TAKING it for granted that general ISchuyler tias 
not only informed you of the fall of t^e brave and much.- 
to-be-iamented general Montgomery^, but of the fi^uation of 
pur affairs in. Canada (aa reflated by general WooftcTi colone) 
Arnold, colonel Campbell, and others), I (hall not take ug 
much more of your tifhe on this fubje£i, than is nccefiairj to 
indole you a copy of his letter to me, with the rcfult theror 
pn, as appears by the council of war, which I immediatetj 
fummoned on the occafion, and at which Mr. Adams^ by zay 
particular deilre, was good enough to attend* 

It may appear jftrange, fiXy as I had not, men to fpare froni 
^efe lines, that I ihould prefume (without firft fending tqf 
pongrefs, and obtaining an exprefs direftiqn} to recommen4 
tQ the governments of MaiTachufetts, Conne£ticut^ an4 
Ncw-Hampfliire, to raife each a regiment, on iHe continental 
:|ccount> for this fervice* I with moft ardently that the ur? 
gency of the cafe would have admitted of the delay. J wifi) 
jjdfo that the purport of general Schuyler's letter had not, 
unavoidably as it were, laid me under an indifpenfable ol^li-. 
gatxon to do it : — for having informed you in his letter (a 
^opy of which he incJofed me) of his dependence on thi^ 
quarter, for men, I thought you might alio have fome re* 
jiance on my exertions. This confideration, added to my 
fears of the fatal confequences of delay, — to an information 
of your having dcfigned three thoufand men for Canada, — to a 
Jjelief, founded chiefly on general Schuyler*s letters, that few 
pr none of them were raifed,— and to my apprehenfions for 
New- York, which led me to think that no troops could be 
fpared from that quarter, — induced me to lofe not a mo^ 
ment's time in throwing in a force there ; being well af-. 
fured that general Carleton will improve to the utmoft the 
advantages gained, leaving no artifices untried, to fix the 
Canadians and Indians (who, we find, are too well difpofcd 
Jo take part with the ftrongeft) in his iaterelt. 

7 ' If 



"official LETTERS- ff 

.If thefe reafons are not fufEcient to juftify my conduft 
in the opinion of Congrefs, — ^if the meafure contravenes 
any refolution of theiirs,^^— they will pleafe to countermand 
the levying and marching of the regiments as foon as p^offi- 
We, and do ttiethe jufticc to believe that my intentions 
^ere good, if my jodgment has erred. 

The Congrefs will pleafe alfo to ohferve, t^t the ttittN 
fiire of fuppbrting out pofts in Canada Appeared of fiich ex- 
ccbding great importance, that the general officers (ngree-^ 
ilig with me in fentiment, and unwifling to lay any burdift 
which can polEbly be avoided,— although it may tutn diit 
an ill-timed piece of parfimony) have refolvdd that th^ three 
regiments for Canada fliall be part 6f th^ fhiirteen riiiiitia rt* 
gim'ents which were requefted to reinforce this army, — ^as ap»* 
pears by the minutes of another council of war, held on tli« 
fixtccnth inftaht. I fliall (being much hutried and fafigiied) 
add no more in this letter, than my duty to Congi^fj^ ftnd 
fliat I have the honor to be, &c. G, • W. 

■ P. S. I inclofe you a copy of my letter to the govern- 
ments of Maflachufetts, Connecticut, and New-Hampfliire ; 
alfo a copy of a refolution of this colony, in anfwer to aa 
application of mine for arms. 

Since writing the above, I havq been informed by a mef« 
fage from the general court of Maflachufetts, that they 
have refolved upon the raifing of a regiment for Canada, 
and appointed the field officers for it, in the weftern parts 
of this government. I am alfo informed by exprefs from 
governor Trumbull, that he and his council of fafety had 
agreed upon the raifing of a reginient for the fame pur- 
,pofe; which was anticipating my application to that govern- 
ment. 

If commiffions (and they are applied for) are to be given 
by Congrefs to the three regiments going to Canada, you 
will picafe to have them forwarded, as I have tione by me 
for that purpofe. 
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Sir, Cambrtdgej Jan. 24, 1776* 

THE commifTary-gencral being at length [recovered^ 
from a long and painful ilinefs^ I hate it in my power to, 
comply with th« requifition of Congrefs^ in forwarding an 
eftihiateof the expenfc attending his effice, as aUb that of 
the quaner->ma{ler-general. 

. Yott will pleafe to obferve that the commiiTary, by his a^l^* 
count of the matter, has entered into no fpecial agreemenik 
with any of the perfons he has found occafion to employ 
(as thofei to whofe names fums are annexed^ are of theit 
own fixing), but left it tp Congrefs to afcertain their wages« 
I (hall fay nothing therefore on this head, farther than relates 
to the propofition of Mr. * * *, to be allowed one. 
eighth for his trouble and the delivery of the other feven 
eighths of provifions, which to me appears exorbitant in the 
extreme, however conformable it may be to cuftom and 
ufage t I therefore think that reafonable ilipends had better 
be fixed upon^ Both the quarter-mafter and commiflary ge« 
nerals aflurc me that they do not employ a fmglc perfon ufe- 
Icfsly : arid' as I have too good an opinion of them to think 
they would deceive me, I believe them. 

I (hall take the liberty, in this place, of recommending th^ 
expediency, indeed the abfolute necefTity, of appointing fit 
and proper perfons to fettle the accounts of this army. Td 
do it with preclfion, requires time, care, and attention : the 
longer it is left undone, the more Intricate they will be, the 
more liable to error, and difEcult to explain and rectify ;-^— ai 
alfo the perfons in whofe hands they are (if difpofed to take 
undue advantage) will be lefs fubjeil to dete£lion. 1 havd 
been as attentive as the nature of my office would admit of, 
in granting warrants for money on the paymafter : but it 
would be abfolutcly impoflible for me to go into an examin- 
ation of all the accounts incident to this army, and the 
vouchers appertaining to them, without devoting fo large a 
portion of my time to the bufinefs, as might not only prove 
8 injurious J 
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injurious) but fataLto it in other refpe£lsw Tliis onglit^ in 
Vfiy humble opinion, to be the particular buGnefs of a fele£t 
committee of Congrefs^ or one appointed by them, wh09 
once in three months at furtheft, ihould make a fettlemeat 
with the officers in the dif&rent departments. 

Having met with no encouragement from the govemmeiita 
of Maflacliufetts and Kew-Hampfliirey from my application 
for arms, and expefiing no bettier from Connediic ut and Rhode^ 
Ifland, I have» as the laft expedient, feut one or two officers 
from each regiment into the country, with money, to try if 
. they can buy. In what manner they fucceed, Ccngrefs QiaQ 
be informed as foon as they return^ 

^ Congrefs, in my laft,. would difcover my motlrcs for 
ftrengthening.thefe lines with the militia : but whether, — as 
the weather turns out exceedingly mild, infomuch as to 
prGmife nothing favorable from ice, — and no appearance of 
powder,— -I fliall be able to attempt any thing decifive, tinic 
only can determine. No man upon earth wiihes more ar^ 
dently to deftroy the neft in Bofton, than I do : — no perfqn 
would be willing to go greater lengths than I fhall, to accom«- 
plifli it, if ic fliall be thought advifable* But if we have 
neither powder to bombard with, nor ice to pafs on, we 
{hall be in no better fituation than we have been in all the 
year : — we (hall be worfc, becaufe their works are ftronger. 

I havp accounts from Bofton, which I think may be re- 
. lied on, that general Clinton, with about four or five hun- 
. dred men, hath left that place within thefe four days. 
Whether this is part of the detachment which was making 
up (as mentioned in my letter of the fourth inftant,, and 
then at Nantafket) or not, is not in my power to fay. If it 
is defigned for New-York or Long-Ifland as fome think, 
throwing a body of troops there may prove a fortunate cir- 
cumftance. If they go farther fouth agreeable to the con- 
jedures of others, 1 hope there will be men to receive 
them. 

Notwithstanding the pofitive aflertions of the four cap- 

tainPL 
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tains from Portfinouth, noticed in my letter of the ftrai'^ 
tccnth, I am now convinced from fevend corroborating cir- 
cumftances,— the accounts of defertersj and of a lieutenant 
Hill, of lord Percy's regiment, who left Ireland tihc fifth of 
November, and was taken by a privateer from Newbary- 
port,— that the feventcenth and fifty-fifth regiments are ar- 
rived at Bofton, and other troops at Halifax, agreeable to the 
information of Hutchinfon and others. Lieutenant Hill 
fays that the tranfports of two regiments only were forced 
into Milford Haven. 

Corigrefs will think me a little remifs, I fear, when I in- 
form them that I have done nothing yet towards raifing the 
batallion of marines : but I hope to (land exculpated from 
blame, when they hear the reafon, which was, that alreadjT 
' having twenty-fix incomplete regiments, I thought it would 
be adding to an expenfe, already great, in officers, to fet 
two entire corps of officers on foot, when perhaps wc (hould 
not add ten men a week by it to our prefent numbers* In 
this opinion the general officers have concurred, which in- 
duced me to fufpend the matter a little longer,— Our enlift- 
ments, for the two laft weeks, have not amounted to a thou- 
fand men, and are diminifliing. The regiment for Canada 
(it is thought) will foon be filled, as the men are to chufe all 
but their field officers, who are appointed by the court. 

On funday evening, thirteen of the Caghnewaga Indians 
arrived here on a vifit. I (hall take care that they be fo en- 
tertained during their ftay, that they may return imprefled 
' with fcntiments of friendfliip for us, and alfo of our great 
ftrength. One of tliem is colonel Louisy who honored me 
with a vifit once before. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. "W* 



Sir, 



: OFFICIAL LETTERS. 8i 

SlRj CamhnJge, Jan. 30, 1776, 

YOUR favors pf the fixth and twentieth inftant 
I receited yefterdftf^ with the feveral refolves of Congrefs 
alluded to ; for which I return you my thinks. 
. Knowing the great importance Canada will be of to us In 
the prefent interefting contefl:^ and the relief our friends there 
.ftand in need of, I fcould be happy, were it in my power to 
detach a batallion from this camp :, but it cannot be done. On 
the nineteenth inftant, I had the honor to write to ypu, which 
will fully convey the refolutions of a council of wa^, and 
the fentiments of the general officers here, as to the pro- 
pHety and expediency of fending troops from thefe line?, 
for the defence of which we have been and now a^ e obliged 
to call in the niilitia ;— to wJiich I beg leave to refer you# 
You may reft affured that my endeavors and exertions 
{hall not be wanting, to ftimulate t^e governments of Con<i> 
ne£ticut and New-Hampfhire to raife and forward rein* 
forcements as faft as poffible; nor in any other inftance 
that will promote the expedition. 

I (hall, in obedience to the order of Congrefs, though inp 
terdi<£led by general Howe, propofe an . exchange . of go- 
vernor Skene for Mr. Lovell and family, and (hall be happy 
to have an opportunity pf putting this deferving man (who 
has diftinguiflied his fidelity and regard to his country to 
be too great for perfecution and cruelty to overcome} in any 
poft agreeable to his wiflies and inclination. 

I do not know that there is any particular rank annexed 
to the office of aide-de-camp. Generally they are captains, 
and rank as fuch: but higher rank is often given on ac- 
count of particular merit and particular circumftances.— - 
Aides to the king have the rank of colonels.— -Whether any 
diftin£lIon (hould be made between thofe of your command- 
er-in-chief and the other generals, I jreally know not :— I 
tliink there ought. 

You may rely that ConoUy bad inftruftlons concealed in 
VoL.L Q hx% 
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his faddle. Mr. ^ * * who was one of lord Donmore's 
family^ and another gentleman who wifhes his name not to 
be mentioned, faw them eafed in tin, put in tke tree, and 
covered over. He probably hsts exclianged bie (adtilcy -or 
withdrew the papers wfien it was aiendedj as yoM coajeO 
ture. Therfe that have been diicovered are iuficientlj^ bid ; 
but I doubt not of the -others bemg worfe, and containing 
more diabolical and cxtenfiiee plans. I hope he will be isdum 
proper care of, and meet with rewards equal to his mevks. 

I (ball appoint officers in the places of thofe who are ifi 
Canada, as I am fully perfuaded they will wMh to contin«e 
there, for maiking our conouefl complete in that quariier.— • 
1 wiih their bravery and valor may be attended witb the 
fmiles oMbrtune. 

It gives me great pleafnre to heart]( the raeafuves Gob- 
grefs are taking for manufaAuriiig powder* 9 'hope -their 
endeavors will be crowned with fuccefe. I too iircll ktio^ 
and regret the want of it. It is fcarcely poflibte -to delcribc 
the difadvatitages an army mufl labor tinder, when not pi^ 
vidcd with a fufficient fupply of this neceflary. It may 
feem ftrange, that, Tifrcr having received about eleven tons, 
added to about five tons which I found here» and no gene- 
ral a£):ion haB happened, we Ihould be ib deficient in tliis 
artidle, and require more. But you will pleafe to confider, 
that, befides its being in its nature fubje£l to wafbe, -and 
(whilft the men lay in bad- tents) unavoidably damaged -by 
fe vtre and heavy' rains (which could not have 'been prevented, 
uitiefs it had been entirely withdrawn from the men, and an 
attack hazarded againft us without ammunition in ^ir 
hands)— the armed veflels, our own occafional firings, and 
fome fmall fupplies I have been obliged to afFord the jea- 
•port towns threatened with deftruftion,— to which may be 
added the fupply to the militia, and going off of the old 
troops, — have occiifioned, and ever will, a large confumB* 
tion of it, and wade, in fpite of all the care in the world 
The king's, troops never have lefs than fixty rounds a man 
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ih their. pofielfion, iinkpendent of their iUres.'^To fuppily 
»n army of twenty thoufand men in this manaer^ would take 
near four hupdred banrels, lUlowLng nodbing for ilores, ar* 
tiUeryj i(c. I iiave been alsnoys .afraid to p)aoe more than 
twelve or fifitecfacoands at a time in the hands of our meny 
lefty any accident happening to it, «W)e ihould be left deftii* 
tute, and he jundone.-^! have been thus particulac^ not onljt 
to ihew o^r porerty, hat to exculpate myfelf from even g 
iuipicion of uonecefikry sirafte. 

' f fliall ii\form the paym^efter-igeneisil of ihe xefolut&on of 
Gongrefs xefpe<^ing hit draugbtB, and the -mode and account 
of them* 

The companies at Chelfea and Maiden aie «nd have al«* 
^rays been regimented.-«-It was not my intention -to replace 
with continental troops the independent companies at Hii^«- 
ham, Weymouth) and Sraintr^e. Thefe places •are escpofedf 
but not move than Cape Ami| Beverly, Salem, Marblehead^ 
ikcy Sec, &c. 

Jk it the intention^f Cqngrefs that die officersof the army 
ihould pay poftage ?— --They are not exempted by the refolve 
of the math inft ant. 

^IheCangrefs will be plescfed, I have no doubt, to recoU 
4e£l that the iiv« hundred thoufand dollars, now coming, 
are but little more than enough to bring us up to the Brft 
day of this month; that to-monrow will be the laft of it-; 
:and, hy their ^efolyes, the troops are to be paid monthly. 
. I wifti it was in my power to furnifh Congrcfs with fuqh 
^i general as thoy defire, to fend to Canada* Since the un- 
happy reverfe of our affairs in that quarter, generd Schuyler 
has informed me, that, though he had thoughts of declining 
-the fervice before,he would tiowa<ft. My letter off the eleventh 
will infor-m them of general Lce-s being at New- York. He 
will he ready to dbcy their orders, fliould they incline to 
feiid him : but, if ^I am not greatly deceived, h© or fotos 
Other fpirited able officer will be wanted there in the fpring, 
'if i^t fooaer s ^s we have undoubted ioteUigenci6 tiut gent- 

Ga , . tJ 
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ral Clinton has. failed with fome troops.-— The reports ci 
tlieir jiumbcr-are Tarious, from between four and fiye hun- 
dred to nineteen companies of grenadiers and light infantry. 
It is alfo imagined that the regimentSf which WECie to . fidl 
Uie firft of December, are intended for: that ^ place or. VSrgi- 
iua««— Geneval Putnam is a moft valuable mah,<:and a fine 
executive rofiicer i but Ido not know how he would condufi: 
ki a ieparate department. He is a younger major-^general 
than Mr. Schuyler, who, as I have obferved^ having defer* 
mined to continue in the ferrice, will^ I exped, repair ibto 
Canada.«M^A copy of my letter to. lum, on this and -other 
fubje£ts, I inclofe you, as it will explain my motives for not 
ftoppin'g 'the regiments frooft thefe governments. 
'. Wheoioaptain Cockran arrives, I will give him eveiya^ 
•fiftante in my power, in obedience to the ordera of C09- 
grefs : but I foar it will be the meatis of laying up otlr own 
.vefiels, as thefe people will not bear the diftin£Uon. JShould 
this be the confequence, it will be highly prejudicijd.to us, 
as we foinetim^es pick up their pfoViiion-veflelB, and may 
.continue to. diftrefs them in this way. 

Laft week captain Manly took a ftiip and a brig bound to 
-Bofton from Whitehaven, with coals, chiefly, and Jbme po- 
.tatoes, for the army. — I have, fqr his great vigilance and in- 
duftry, appointed him comm^ore of our little fquadron ; 
and he now hoifts his flag on. board the fchooner Hancock. 

1 congratulate you upon the recovery of Smithi and am 
exceedingly glad to hear of the meafures Congrelk are taking 
for the general defence of the continent. The clouds thick- 
en faft : — where they will burft, I know not : but we ihould 
be armed at all points. 

, I have not fucceeded in my applications to thefe gorem- 
-ments for arms. They have returned for.anfwer, that they 
cannot furuiih any.— ^Whether I (hall be more lucky in the 
jlaff refource left me in this quarter, I cannot determine, 
having not received returns from the officers fent out to 
purclxafe of the people. I greatly fear that but very. Jew 

'wiU 
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will be procured in thi» way^ as they are exceedingly fcarccf 
and bvit a fmall part of what there are^^fit for fervice.— 7 
When tbeyr make thdr. report, you iball be. informed. 

The quarter-mafter*general has juft receiyed from gene- 
ral Schuyler clothing for the foldieryi amounting to about 
ieventeen hundred pounds York currency*. It h^s come very 
feafooa^lyji as they are in great want| .^nd will cgntiibute 
a little to their r^ief*, -.■:.. ^ 

Since writing the. above, I. few Mr* * * *> and mention* 
ing that nothing had been found in the tree of C^npUy's fad^ 
die, he. told me there had been a miftake in the matter ; that 
the; inilrudions were, artfully concealed on the two pieces 
of wood. which are oji the mail-pillion of hiS:portmanteau« 
faddle ; that, by.order of lord Dunmore, he fa^^ |(hem cor^r 
trived for the purpofe, th9 papers put in, and AxiX covered 
with tin, and over that with a waxed ^s^nvas cloth. — He is 
fo exceedingly pointed and clear in his information^ thgt X 
have no doubt of its being true. — I could wI(L tliem to be 
difcovered, as I think they (fon tain fome curious and extra- 
ordinary plans. 

In my letter of the twenty-fourth inftant, I mentioned the 
arrival of thirteen of our Qaghnewaga friends, They ho« 
nored me with a talk to day, as did three of the tribes of the 
St. John's and Pafmiquoddi Indians *,— rcopies of which I 
beg leave to inclofe you.-^I (hall write to general Schuyler 
refpe£ling the tender of feryice made by the former, and not 
' to call for their affiftance, uiilefs he fliall at any time want 
it, or be under the neceifity of doing it \q prevent theif 
taking the fide of our enemies, 

I had the honor of writing you pn the nineteenth of Np^ 
vember, and then I informed you of having engaged two 
perfons to go to Nova-Scotia on the bufinefs recommended 
in yourJetter of the tenth; and alfo that the ftate qf (he 
army would not then admit of a fufEcient force being fent, 
for carrying into execution the views of Congress refpe£^-i 
ing the dock^yards, ;&c. — r-I wpuld UQW l)eg le^ve to 
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meilrion, that, if the "perfons, fent for info nn ' all bny ffi[afttlf 
report favorably of the expecHency afid pvadHcabiBty of Ac 
meafure, it wilF not be in my power to detach any. Men firooi 
thefe lines : the fituation of oar aflairs will not sdlotir it.^^I 
think ic would be sedvifable to raife them in Aef csJtexti 
pkrts of this goverhment. If it is attempted, it txraft be' by 
people frbmi the'cbxifttry.— A celonel ♦ * * and u ctptaitf 
♦ ♦ ♦ have been with me :— they thiidt the metl tt crt fl a ry 
may be eafily engaged there, atid the meafure praAicaBte ^-« 
provided there are ndt more tha'fi two hundred Britifh troops 
at Halifax, they are wiinng and ready to embark in the matter, 
upon the terms mentioned in theit plait, which I indofe 
you. I would wifli you to advert to the confideratioUft in- 
ducing them to the expedition, ad I ain not withotktappw* 
henGon, (hduld it be undertaken upon their plan, than: the 
Innocent and guilty will be involved in One dommon* rtfiit.-a-^ 
I prcfufne they do not expeA to receive more than ifher fiVef 
or ten thoufand pounds mentioned in their fchemc, and tcr 
be at every expenfc. — If we had men to fpare, it might be' 
undertaken for Icfs than either, I conceive. — Perhaps, if 
Congrefs do not adopt their propofition, they will undertake 
to raife men for that particular purpofe, who' riiay be dit 
banded as foon as it is effefted, and upon the fame termar 
that are allowed the continental troops in general.— What- 
ever may be the determination pf Congrefs upon the fubjeS, 
you will plej^fe tp communicate it to me immediately : for 
the feafon moft favorable for the enterprife is advancing 
faft ; and we may expeft in the fpring, that there will ber 
more troops there, and the meafure be more difficult to exe- 
cute. — J ha^ve the honor tp be, &c, G. W, 



Sir, Cambridge', Feb. 9, 1776, 

THE purport pf this letter will be direfted to a fingle 
objeA : — through you, I mean to "Jay it before Congrefs % 
and— gt the fjupe time ths^t I beg^ their ferious attention to 

the 
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c&e fubje£K)-^toaflQ pardon for hM$Amg iitv ojpinios, noji. 
cmly unarfkcdy bii^ n ftnne oicaU^tr^ cepugnaat io cbeir r^ 

^he difiuivantagcs xtteMliag tbe iiinited eaUftment of 
troops ate too s^fottnt to tkofii wko are eyc^witneifcs oiF 
ttreiBt to teftfiier aosif animadhresfions nccdTary • but togen- 
tteHMm at a Aftaocr, whofi: aoOBdos U enfgroflied by a dmi- 
fiind inpoftant objcAs, tlutcafiB magr be othBrwilc. 

Hiat dna cauie piecipikated the iaU oS the brave and 
mvcb-io-beklaincnted gcnerdl Moatgjomery, and brought on 
the defeat which faik/woA the«itpon» I have not the moft 
diftant 4oubt :-f--for^ had be aot been appvel^eafive of the 
troopsr leaving him at lb importaat a criCb, but continued 
the blockade of Quebec^ a capitulatioa (from the bed ac- 
counts i have been able to GoUe^i) muft inevitably have foU 
lowed. And that we were not at one time obfiged to diC- 
pnte fkefe lines tmdet dtfadvantageons circumftamres (pro* 
ceediifg from the fame eaufe, ta wit, tbe troops difbaading 
of themfehes before the mititia could be got in), is to me a 
matter of wonder and aftoaifliment ; and proves that gene- 
tat Howe was either umc^aainted with our fituation, or 
reftrained by his inftm^ons from putting any thing to a 
hazard till his reinlbxcements 0iottld arrive. 

The inilance of general Montgomery— -(I men^on it, be- 
caufe it is a ftriking one ;— for a number of others might 
be Educed) ^proves, that, inftead of having men to take 
advantage of circumftances, you are in a manner compeUed« 
right m wroQ^> to make circumftances yield to a fecondary 
confideration. Since the firft of Decembert I have been de- 
vifmg every means in my power to fecore thefe encamp* 
itients} and) though I am fenfible that we never have, Sqco 
that period, been able to zGt upon the ofljenfive, and at times 
not in a condition to defiradf yet the coft of marching home 
iptie fet of meny!«*-bringing m anothert-r-the havoc and wait^ 
oocaiioned by the firft)— the repairs neceO^ry for the fe^ond, 
-Hrith a- thotifan4 incidental charges and in^ouvenjitiices 
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which have arifen, and which it is fcarce poflible cither fo 
recolle£l or defcribe,— -amount to near as much, as the kee^ 
ing up a refpeftable body of troops the whole time,. ready 
for any emergency » would Jiave done. — ^To this may be 
added, that you never can have a well-difciplined army. 

To bring men well acquainted with the duties of afoldieri 
requires time. To bring them under proper difcipline and 
fubordination» not'only requires time, but is a work of great 
difficulty, and, in this* army where there is fo little diftinc- 
fion • between the officers and foidiers, requires an un- 
common degree of > attention. ' To expe£l then the fame 
fervice from raw< and undifciplined recruits as from veteran 
foidiers, is to expeA what never did and perhaps never will 
happen* Men who are familiarifed to danger meet it with* 
out (hrinking \ whereas thofe who have never feen fervice 
often apprehend danger where no danger is. Three things 
prompt men to a regular difcharge of their duty in time of 
a£):ion,«— natural bravefy,"--^hope of reward, >- and fear of 
punifliment. The two firft are common to the untutored 
and the difcipHned foldier: but the latter mod obvioufly 
diflinguiftics the one from the other. A coward, when 
taught to believe, that, if he breaks his ranks and abandons 
his colors, he will be punifhed with death by his own 
party, — will tiikc his chance againft the enemy : but a man 
who thinks little of the one, and is fearful of the other, ads 
from prefent feelings, regardlefs of confequenccs. 

Again, men of a day's (landing will not look forward : 
and from experiende we find, that, as the time approaches 
for their difcharge, they grow carelefs of their arms, ammu- 
nition, camp utenfils, &c. Nay even the barracks them- 
felvies have felt uncommon marks of wanton depredation, 
and lay us under freih trouble and additional expenfe in 
providing for every frefli fet, when' we find it next to im^ 
poflible to procurd- fueh articles as are ^abfolutely necefiiary 
in the firft intt'atice. "To thi* may be added the feafoning 
which new recruits muft have to a camp, and |he Iqfs coup 

fequent 
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fequetlt thereupon. But this is not iO^^Mcn, engaged for 
a Aiort limited time onlf, have the olBcers too much in their 
power t for; to obtain a degree of popularity in order ta in- 
duce a fecond enliftment^ a kind of familiarity takes placCp 
"which, brings on a rela;cation of difcipline, unlicenfed fur^ 
loughs, and othei: indulgences incompatible with order and 
good government ; by which meansi the latter part of the 
time for which the foldier was engaged is fpent in undoing 
what you were aiming to inculcate in the firft. 

To go into an enumeration of all the evils we have exper 
rienced in this late great change of the army, and the ex^ 
penfes incidental to it, — to fay nothing of the hazard wc 
have; run, and mud run, between the difcharging of one 
army and enliitment of another, unlefs an enormous ex- 
penfe . of militia is incurred, — would greatly exceed th^ 
bounds of a letter. . What I have already taken the liberty 
of faying will, ferve to convey a general idea of the matter i 
and therefore I fhall, with all due deference, take the free- 
dom to give it a9 my opinion, that, if the Congrefs have 
any reafon to believe tliat there will be oqcafion for troops 
another year^ and confequently of anotlier enliflment, they 
would fave moiiey, and have infinitely better troops, if they 
were, even at a bounty of twenty, thirty, or ipore dollars, to 
engage the men already enljfted (till January next), and fuch 
others as may be wanted to complete the eftablifliment, for 
and during the war* I will not undertake to fay that the 
men can l?e had upon thefe terms; but I am fatisfied that it 
will never do, to let the matter aloQe, as it >yas lad year, 
till the time of fervice was near expiring. The hazard is 
too great in thp firll place ; — in the next, the trouble and 
perplexity of diibanding one army and raifing another at the 
fame inftant, and in fuch a critical fituation as the laft was, 
is fcarcely in the power of words to defcribe, and fuch as 
Xko man, who has experienced it once, will ever undergo 
pgain. 

., If Congrefs ihpuld differ from me in fentiment upon thi§ 

poin|, 
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point, I have only to heg tbst they will && me (IM jiiftiwii 
believe, that i have tvothing more in ificw fhui ^i^at M M 
appears neceflhry to advance the public weal, ttltllmighi»Al 
firft inftance it will be attended with a capital expenfei-* 
and that I have the honor to be, &c. Q^ W. 



IN compliance with the refolves of Congrefs^ I hwn 
applied to general Howe for the exchange of Mr. LovdFl. A 
copy of my letter, and his anfwer thereto, you hare is- 
clofed. 

Captain Watters and captain Tucker, who command two 
of the armed fchooners, have taken and fent into Glocefter t 
large brigantine, laden with wood, a hundred and fifty btitti 
for water, and forty fuits of bedding, bound front La Have 
in Nova-Scotia, for Bofton. She is one of the tranfports lA 
the minifterial fervicc. The captain fays that he was at Ha^ 
lifax, the fevcntecnth of January, and that general Maflef 
was arrived there with two regiments from Ireland. 

The different prizes were all libelled immediately on the 
receipt of the refolves of Congrefs pointing out the motlc; bat 
none of them yet brought to trial, owing to a difference be^ 
twcen the law pafTcd in this province, and the refolations of 
Congrefs. The general court are making an amendment fo 
their law, by which the difficulties that now occur wilf be 
removed, as I underftand it is to be made conformable to 
your refolves. The unavoidable delay attending the bring* 
ing the captures to trial is grievoufly complained of by the 
mafters of thefe veflels, as well as the captors. Many of the 
former have applied for liberty to go away without waiting 
the deciflon, — which I have granted them. 

I beg leave to recall the attention of Congrefs to their ap- 
pointing a commiflTary in thefe parts, to attend the providing 
of ncocir.irics for the prifoners who are difperfcd irt thefe 
provinces. Complaints are made by fomc of them, that they 
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t^ prifoiMlts giti whfit k altbwed tbtfta: by Cafigrefs ^ alfo to 
fupply the ofte«i% witfk money t$ they Bfiay hstve oecaSon. 
It woukt hr^&mc much ekne mA mtich trouble. 

Thete are yet but few companies of the militia come in* 
Thf$ delay wtQ, I* afm much afraid, fruftrate the intentiofi 
of their being eaHcd upon, as the feafoil' is flipping faft away 
when they may be 6f fervice. 

The dem^ds of the army vrtr^ fo very prcffing before 
your (ftft remittance came to- hand, that I was under the ne«* 
ceffity of borrowing twenty-five thoufand poimds lawful mo« 
ttty horn this province. They very cheerfully lent it, and 
;|^aflt^d a vote for as much morcy if re(|t»red. 1 have noe 
repaid the fum borrowed, as I nray ftand in need of it before 
the arrival of another fupply, which the demands of tk& 
cdmmJiTary-general, quartermafter-genen^j and paying off 
the arrearages, will very foon require. 

Your eileemed favor of the twenty-ninth ultimo is juft 
come to hand. Ic makes me very happy to find my con- 
dfk& hath met the approbation of Cotigrefs. I am entirely 
of your opinion, that, {hould an accommodation take place, 
iSkt terms will be fevere or fafvovable in proportion to our 
ability to refift, and d^at we ought to be on a refped:ablc 
footing to receive their armaments in the fpring. But how 
far we (hall be provided with the means, is a matter I pro- 
fefs not to know, under my prefent unhappy want of arms, 
ammunition, and, 1 may add, men>— as our regiments are 
very incomplicte. The recruiting goes on very flow, and 
iji^iH, I appfehend, be more fo, if for other fervice the men 
receive a bounty, and none is given here. 

I have tried every method I could think of, to procure 
arms for bur men. They really are not to be had in thefe 
governments (betonging to the public) } and if fome method 
is not fallen upon,, in the fouthern govcrBrticnts, to fupply 
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U6| Kre lhall.be in a.-diilreilcd fituation for want of them. 
There are near two thoafand men now in camp without fix& 
locks.-:-! have wrote to the committee, of New- York tfaii 
day, requefting them to fend me thpfe arms .which wcic 
taken from the dif^fTecled in that government. Xhe Coa< 
grefs interefting themfelves in tliis requeft will doubtlefis haK 
^ good cfTcd. I have fent officers into the country, vitl 
money to purchafe arms in the different towns. Some haic 
returned, and brought in a few : — ^many are itill out z—- what 
their fucccfs will be, I cannot determine. 

I wus in great hopes that the exprefles^ refolved to be 
cftablithed between- this place and Philadelphia, vrouM etc 
now have been fixed. It would, in my opinion, rather &tc 
than increafe.the expenfe ; as many horfes are deftroyed bj 
one man coming the whole way. It will certainly be more 
expeditious, and fafer, than writing by the pod or private 
)iands, which I am often under the ncceflity of doing, 
. I am, with great rcfpei^, &c, G. V, 



Sir, Cambridge^ Feb. 9, 1 776. 

I BEG leave to inform you, at the requeft of the 
committee of pay-table of the colony of Conne£licut, that 
I have not advanced, to any of the regiments from tliat go- 
vernment, any money except the fum of feven thoufand 
one hundred and feventy-rtwo dolJaiG and one-ninth on the 
twentieth cf November laft to major general Putnam, for 
the thirty-fourth regiment under his command. I ftiould 
have paid them in tlie fame manner I did the reft of the 
army, had I not beei> prevented by the colonels, who ex- 
preiTed their inclination to receive the whole at once upon 
their return home at the expiration of fervice, as was cufto- 
mary in their colony. For this rejifon, I never included 
them in my cftimates of money, and have flfiade no provifioti 
for their payment, al^-ays imagining that whatever payments 
the colony made them, Cqngrefs woul4 apply to their credit 

in 
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in ^the general < account againft.the Umted Goldniesy.or tc« 
fyxkd ui>on . application. V ' 

. /I have the honor* to.be, 8k:« .; . 7 : G.Wv. 



Sir, ^ ' ,.l^ambridgepFeb^j,/^yl,y'J&» 

THROUEHoyou, I bcgjliBsnrer'to/lay;^before Con- 
grels the indpfed letter froni lord Drummond to general Ro- 
bertibn, \i4ikli came to joiy handsiatiew days ago in-order 
to!befcttli.idt6Boftod. . . . - . \: 
/ As I J never heard of his: lordfhip'ibeing' veiled with pbwer 
to treat witli^G6ngr€& upon the iubjeA of our grievances, 
nor of 'his having, laid any propoiitibns. before .them for an 
accoztimodation, I co^efs it furprifed^memuch, andJedme 
to form various conjedlures of his motives, and infeitddd ap** 
pUcation tQ general Howe and admiral Shuldham for *a pafl^ 
port for the^fafe-conduA of fudi deputies asfCongrefs might 
a{^ditit for iiegotiating terms o£ reconciliation between Great 
Britain and us:-— Whatever his intentions are, however be- 
nevolent his defigns may be, I confefs that his letter has em^ 
barrafied me much y and I am not without fufpicion of its 
mcanidg more than the generous purpofes it profefles. -I 
Oiould fuppofe, that, if the mode for negotiation, which he 
points out, ifaould be adopted (which I hope Will never be 
fthought of), it ought to havebeen fixed and fettled previous 
to any application of this fort j atid at beft, that his conduft in 
•this inftance is premature and officious, and leading to con- 
-fequences of a fatal and injurious nature to the rights of this 
-country. His- zeal and defire perhaps of an amicable and 
^eonftitutional adjuftment's taking place may have fuggefted 
and precipitated the meafure. Be that as it may, I xhought 
*it of too much importance, to fulFer it to go in without 
.having the exprefs direftion of Congrefs for that purpofe ; 
and that it was my indifpenfable duty to tranfmit them the 
ori^nal, to make fuch interpretations and inferences as they 
may think right. . . r . , ; 

3^ - Meflrs. 
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MdTrs. Willard and Child, who were ient to Nrnpsir-Sootk 

in purfuanceof the refolve of Congref«, have jiift ]«tiinied, 
and made their report, which I do myitlf the honor to in- 
clofe you. They have not anfwcrcd the purpofes of their 
commifTion by any means, as they only went a little way into 
chat country, and found their intelligence upon the informal 
tion of others. You will fee the xeafons they affign in ex- 
cufe or jafUAcation of their coadu£^, in the report itfelf. 

Laft ni^ ^.P^rty of regulars, iaid to :be about fiyse iuiii« 
dred, landed on Dorcheder neck, andtbumed.'ibme of tho 
houfes there, which weie pf no value to us i nor would diej 
have been, unlefs we .take poft there : they chen «night be «f 
fome fervice. A detachment went after them as foon as the 
fire was difoovered : but, befof e it could arrive, they bad czer 
cuted their plan, ^md madetlieir retreat. 

Indofed is a letter ion David Franks efquix6, from Mr* 
Cbamier in Bofton, upon the iubje£l: of victualling fuch of the 
king's troops as may be prifoners within the limits of his 
contraft, which I beg the favor of you to deliver him, and 
that proper agents may be appointed by him, to fee that it 
is done. I could wi(h, too, that Congrcfs would fall upon 
fome jnode for fupplying the officers iwiih fuch money as 
they may ;:eally (land in need of, and depute proper per* 
fpn^ for that purpofe, and furniihing the privates with fufji 
clothing as :may be abfolutely ueceiT'ary. I am applied to, 
and wearied by their repeated requefts. In fome inilances 
I have defired tlie committees to give the prifoners within 
their appointments what thoy iliould judge abfolutely ne* 
cedar y for their fupport,-— as die only means in my power of 
relieving their diftrcfs. But I im^ine, that, if there w-crse 
perfoDS to fuperintend this burmefs, their wants would be 
better attended to, and many exorbitant charges prevented 
and faved to the continent ; and die whole would then he 
brought into a proper account. 

I aip, fir, with great efteem, &c. G, W. 

P. S. I fend a return of the ftrength of the regiments. 

8 Sir, 
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Snt^ Cambrld^c^ Feb. l8, 1776. 

THE late freezing weather Jiaving formed fome 
pretty ftrong ice from DorcTicfter point to Bofton neck, and 
from Koxbury to the Common^ therehy affording a more ex- 
panded and cohfequently a Jefs dang<:rous approach to the 
town, I could not he]^ thin^ng, — notwithftanding the mi« 
Utia were not all come in, and we had little or no powder to 
begin bur operation by a reguUr cannonade or bombard- 
ment,-— that a hiold and refolute aflault upon the troops in 
Bofton with fuch men as we had (for it could not take many 
irien to guard our own lines at a time when the enemy were 
attacked in all quarters), might be crowned with fuccefs : 
and therefore, feeing ho certain prolpe£l of a fupply of 
powder on the one hand, arid a certain diffolution of the iqp 
on the otTier, I called the general officers together, for their 
opinion, agreeaUy tolhe refblve of Congrefs, of the twenty- 
fecond of December. 

The Tefttltwill appear in the inclofed council of war; 

and, being almoft unanimous, I muft fuppofe it to be right { 
ahhou^, from a thorou^ convi£lion of the neceffity of at- 
tempting fomething -againft the miniftcrial troops before a 
reinforcement fhould arrive, and while we were favored 
with the ice, =1 was not only ready, but wilKng, arid defirous 
of making the affault, under a firm hope (if the men would 
liave ftood by me) of a favorable iffue, notwithftanding the 
enemy's advantage of ground, artillery, &c. 

Perhaps the irkfomenefs of my fituation may have given 
different ideas to me, than thofe which influenced th^ gentle- 
men I confulted, and might have inclined me to put more 
to the hazard, than was confiftent with prudence : — if it had, 
I am not fenfible of it, as I endeavored to give it all the 
confideraticm that a matter of fuch importance required. 
True it is, and I cannot help acknowledging, that I have 
many difagrecaWe fenfations on account of my fimation: 

for. 
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for, to have the eyes of the whole continent fixed with anxi- 
ous expcftation of hearing of fome great event,-— atid to be 
leftrained in every military operation, for want of the ne- 
ceflary means of carrying it on, — is not very pleafing^efpeciallf 
as the means, ufed to conceal my weaknefs from the cncmjf 
conceal it alfo from our friends, and add to their wonder* 

I do not utter this by way of complaint. I am ienfible 
tliat all that the Congrefs could do, they have done i smdl 
(hould feel mod powerfully the weight of confclous ingrati- 
tude, were I not to acknowledge this. But as we have ac- 
counts of the arrival of powder in captain Mafon> I would 
beg to have it fent on in the moil expeditious manner: 
ctherwife we not only lofe all chance of the benefits refolt- 
ing from the feafon, but of the militia, who are brought in 
at a molt enormous expenfe, upon a prefumption that we 
(hould, long ere this, have been amply fupplied with powder, 
under the contra£ts entered into with the conunittee of 
Congrefs. 

The militia, contrary to an exprefs requifition^ are come 
and coming in without ammunition. To fupply them alone 
with twenty -four rounds (which is Icfs, by three fifths 
than the regulars are ferved with) will take between fifty and 
fixty barrels of powder ; and to complete the other troops to 
the like quantity, will take near as much more, and leave in 
(tore not more than about fixty barrels, befides a few rounds 
of cannon cartridges ready filled for ufe. This, fir, Con- 
grefs may be aflured, is a true ftate of our powder, and will, 
I hope, bear fome teftimony of my incapacity for aftion in 
fuch a way as may do any eflential fervice. 

February 2 1 ■ W hen I began this letter, I propofed to 
have fent it by exprefs. But recoUefting that all my late 
letters have been as expreflive of my want of powder and 
arms as I could paint them, and that Mr. Hooper was to fct 
off in a day or two, I thought it unneceflary to run the con- 
tinent to the expenfe of an exprefs, merely to repeat what I 

had 
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had fo often done before, when I am certain that Congrefs^ 
knowing our neceffities, will delay no time that can poifibly 
be avoided in fupplying them. 

My duty is offered to Congrefs; and, with great refpeft 
and eftcem, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 

P. S. Hearing of the arrival of a fmall parcel of powder 
in Connecticut, I have been able to obtain three thoufand 
weight of it, which is ia addition to the fixty barrels before 
mentioned. 



Sir, Cambridge, Feb. 26, 1 7 76, 

I HAD the honor of addrefling you on the eighteenth 
and twenty- firft inftant, by. Mr. Hooper; fince which, no- 
thing material has occurred. 

We are making every neceffary preparation for taking poflef- 
fion of Dorchefter heights as foon as poffible, with a view of 
drawing the enemy out. How far our expeSations may be 
anfwered, time only can determine : but I fliould think, if any 
thing will induce them to hazard an engagement, it will be 
our attempting to fortify thefe heights \ as, on that event's 
taking place, we fhall be able to command a great part of the 
town and almoft the whole harbor, and to make them ra- 
ther difagreeable than otherwife, provided we can get a fuf- 
ficient fupply of what we greatly want. 

Within thefe three or four days, I have received fundry 
accounts from Bofton, of fuch movements there, — (fuch as 
taking the mortars from Bunker's hill, — the putting them, 
with feveral pieces of heavy ordnance, on board of (hip, 
with a quantity of bedding, — the fhips all taking in water, — : 
the baking a large quantity of bifcuit,— &c,)— as to indicate 
an embarkation of the troops from thence. A Mr. Ides, who 
came out yefterday, fays that the inhabitants of the town 
generally believe that they are about to remove either to 
New- York or Virginia, and that every veffel in the harbor 
on tuefday laft was taken up for government's fervice, and 

Vol. L H v«^ 
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two months' pay advanced them. Whether they resdiy ^ 
tend to embark, or whether the whole is a feint, is impoSUK 
for me to tell. However I have thought it escpe^ent to fcal 
an exprefs to general Leei to inform him of it^-»(in oider 
that he may not be taken by furprife, if their deftinatioii 
fliould be againft New- York), — and continoed him on to 
you. If they do embark, I think the -pofiefling^ themfelves d 
that place, and of the North river, is the objed: they faafe 
in view, thereby fecuring the communication with Canada 
and rendering the intercourfe between the - northern ant 
fouthern United Colonies exceedingly precarious and diffi- 
cult. To prevent them from efFefting their plan^ is a nut- 
ter of the higheft importance, and will require a Isnrge and 
refpe£lable army, and the moft vigilant and judicious Ck* 
crtions. 

Since I wrote by Mr. Hooper, fome fmall parcels of pow^ 
der have arrived from Conne£licut, which will give us alittlf 
aflidance. 

On thurfday night a party of our men at Roxbuiy madf 
the enemy's out-centries^ confifting of a corporal and two 
privatCvS, prifoners, without firing a gun or giving the leaft 
alarm. 

I (hall be as attentive to the enemy's motions as I can, and 
©btain all the intelligence in my power; and, if I find them 
embark, (hall in the moft expeditious manner detach a pari 
of the light troops to New- York, and repair thither myfelf 
if circumftances iliall require it. I fliall be better able ta 
judge what to doy when the matter happens. At prefent, I 
can only fay that 1 will do every thing that fhall appcw pw^* 
per and neceflary. 

Your letter of t&e twelfth inftant, by colonel Bull, canic> 
to hand yefterday evening : and I (hall, agreeable to your 
recommendation, pay proper notice to him-. — The fupply 
of cafli came very feafonably, as our treafury was juft e»^ 
haufted, and nothing can be done here without it. 

I have the honor to be,.&c. G. ViF^ 
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P. S. This was intended to have been fcnt by cxprefs t 
but meeting with a private opportunityi the exptefs was 
tOuntermandedk 



SlR| Camhridg^y March ly lyjbk 

ON the twentf-fixth ultimo I had the honor of addrfeff^ 
ing you, arid then mentioned that we were making prcparia- 
tions for takirig poiTeflion of Dorchefter heights. — I nowbe^ 
leave to inform you, that, a council of general officers hav- 
ing determined a previous bombardment and cannonade ex* 
pedient and proper, in order to harrafs the enemy and divert 
their attention from that quarter^ — on faturdayj funday, and 
monday nights laft> we carried them on from otir pofts at 
Coble-hill, Leechmore's- point, and Lam's*dam. Whethef 
they did the enemy any confiderable and what injury, I hav^ 
not yet heard, but have the pleafure to acquaint you that they 
greatly facilitated our fchemes, and would have been attendee! 
with fuccefs equal to our moft fanguine expeftations, had it 
not been for the unlucky burfting of two thirteen, and three 
ten-inch mortars, among which was the brafs one taken in 
the ordnance brig. To what caufe to attribute this misfor-* 
tune, I know not,— whether to any defe6l in them, or to the 
inexperience of the bombardiers. But to return,— on mon- 
day evening, as foon as our firing commenced, a confider- 
able detachment of our men^ undet the command of briga- 
dier-geheral Thomas, crofTed the neck, and took pofleffion of 
the two hills, without the Ic^ft interruption or annoyance 
from the enemy 5 and by their great a£livity and induftry, 
before the morning, advanced the works fo far as to be fe- 
cure againft their (hot. They are now going on with fuch 
expedition, that ia a little time I hope they will be complete, 
and enable our troops ftationed there to make a vigorous and 
obftinate (land. During the whole cannonade, which was 
inceflant the laft two nights, we were fortunate enough to 
lofe but |;wo men,— one, a lieutenant, by a cannon ball's 
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taking ofF his thigh,— the other, a private, by the explofion 
of a fliell,' which alfo (lightly wounded four or five more. 

Our taking pofTcffion of Dorchefter heights is only prepa-^ 
ratory to taking pofl on Nuke-hill, and the points oppofite 
the fouth end of Boflon. It was abfolutely neceflary that 
they fliould be previoufly fortified, in order to cover and coiIq- 
mand them. As foon as the works on the former are finiih- 
ed and complete, meafures will be immediately adopted for 
fecuring the latter, and making them as ftrong and defenii- 
ble as we can. Their contiguity to the enemy will make 
them of much importance, and of great fervice to us. 

As mortars are effential, and indifpenfably neceflary for 
carrying on our operations, and for the profecution of our 
plans, I have applied to two furnaces to have fome thirteen- 
inch ones cad with all expedition imaginable, and am en« 
couraged to hope, from the accounts I have had> that they 
will be able to do it. When they are done, and a proper 
fupply of powder obtained, T flatter myfelf, from the pofb 
we have juft taken and are about to take, that it will be in 
our power to force the minillcrial troops to an attack, or to 
difpofe of them in fome way that will be of advantage to us. 
I think from thefe pofls they will be fo galled and annoyed, 
that they muft either give us battle or quit their j>refent 
pofr;^irions. I am rcfolved that nothing on my part ihall be 
wanting, to eWtGt the one or ihe other. 

It having been the general opinion that the enemy would 
attempt to dillodge our people from the hills, and force their 
works as foon as they were difcovered, which probably miffht 
have brought on a general engagement,— it was thought ad- 
vifable that the honorable council (hould be applied to, to or- 
der in the militia from the neighboring and adjacent towns. 
I wrote to them on the fubjeft, which they moft readily com- 
plied with : and, in jullice to the militia, I cannot but in-» 
form you that they ca.nie in at the appointed time, and mani- 
felled the greateft alertnefs, and determined refolution to 
have a£led like men engaged in tlie caufe of freedom. 

When 
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When the enemy firft difcovered our works in the morn- 
ing, they feemed to be in great confufion, and, from their 
movements, to have intended an attack. It is much to be 
>Viflied that it had been made : the event, I think, muft have 
been fortunate, and nothing lefs than fuccefs and viftory on 
our fide, as our officers and men appeared impatient for the 
appeal, and to have pofTefTed the moft animated fentimentg 
and determined refolution. " 

On tuefday evening a confiderable number of their troops 
embarked on board of their tranfports, and fell down to the 
caftle, where part of them landed before dark. One or two 
pf the veflels got a-ground, and were fired at by our people 
with a field-piece, but without any damage. — What was the 
defign of this embarkation and landing, 1 have not been able 
to learn. It would feem as if they meant an attack ; for it is 
moft probable, that, if they make one on our works at'Dor- 
chcfter at this time, they will firft go to the caftle, and come 
from thence. If fuch was their defign, a violent ftorm that 
night, and which lafted till eight o'clock the next day,' ren- 
dered the execution of it imprafticable. It carried one or 
two of their veflels a-ihor®, which have fince got off. 

In clfe the minifterial troops had made an attempt to dif* 
lodge our men from Dorchefter hills, and the number de- 
tached upon the occation had been fo great as to have afford- 
ed a probability of a fuccefsful attack's being made upon 
Bofton, — on a fignal given from Roxbury for that purpofe, 
agreeable to a fettled and concerted plan, four thoufaqd 
chofen men, who were held in readinefs, were to have em- 
barked at the mouth of Cambridge river, in two divifions, 
the firft under the command of brigadier-general Sullivan, 
the fecond under brigadier-general Greene, — the whole to 
have been commanded by major-general Putnam, The firft 
divifion was to land at the powder-houfe, and gain poflefllon 
of Beacon-hill and Mount-Horam,— the fecond at Barton's 
point or a little fouth of it, and, after fecuring that poft, to 
join the other divifion, and force the eoemy's gates and 
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works at the neck, for letting in the Roxbury troops. Thref 
floating batteries were to have preceded, and gone in fnmt 
of the other boats, stnd kept up a heavy fire on tlmt part of 
the town >yhere our men were to land. 

How far our views would have fucceeded, jhad an oppor* 
tunity offered for attenripting the execution, is impofl^hle for 
me to fay: nothing lefs than experiment could determine 
with precifion. The plan was thought to be well digefted| 
and, as far as I could judge fror^i the chej:rfulncfs and ala- 
crity which diftinguifjicd the officers ^nd men wjio were to 
engage in the entcrprife, I had re^fon to hope for a favor* 
able and happy iiTue. 

The militia who were ordered in from the adjapent towm 
brought with them three days* provifion. They were only 
called upon to a£t under the idea of an ^jttac^s being im- 
mediately made, and were all difcharged this afternoon. 

I beg leaye to remind Congrefs that three major. general 
are effcntial and neccflary for this army j and that, by ge- 
neral Lee's being called from hence to the command in 
Canada, the left divifiou is without one. | hope they will 
fill up the vacancy by the apppiutment of another. Gene^ 
ral Thomas is the firft brigadjer, flands fair in point of re- 
putation, and is efleemed a brave and good officer. Jf he 
is promoted, there will be a vacancy in the brigadier- gene? 
rals, which it will be necpflary to fupply by the appoint- 
ment of fome other gentleman that Ihall be agreeable to 
pongrefs : but juftice requires me to mention that William 
Thompfon, efquire, of the rifle rjegiment, is the firft colonel 
in this department, anid, as far as I have had an opportunity 
of judging, is a good officer and a man of courage. What I 
have faid of thefe two gentlen)en, J conceived to be my duty, 
at the fame time acknowledging, whatever promotions arc 
Blade will be fatisfadory to me. ' ♦ 

March 9. -Yefterday evening, a captain Irvine, whp 

cfcaped from Poftpn the night befofe with fix of his crew 
fame to head, .quarters, and gave the following intelli- 
gence ; 
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^cncc : — ** That our bombardment and cannonade caufed a 
great deal of furprife and alarm in town, as many of the foU 
diery faid they never heard or thought we had mortars or 
ihells ;— -that feveral of the officers acknowledged they were 
well and properly direfted \ — that they made much diftrefs 
and confufion j — ^that the cannon-fliot, for the greateft part, 
went through the houfes ; and he was told that one took off 
the legs and arms of fix men lying in the barracks on the 
neck; — that a foldier, who came from the lines there on 
^ tueCday morning, informed him that twenty men had beea 
wounded the night before; — (it was reported that otherg 
were alfo hurt, and one of the light-horfe torn to pieces by 
the explofion of a Ihell : this was afterwards contradifted :) 
— that, early on tuefday morning, admiral Shuldham, 
difcovering the works our people were throwing up .on Dor- 
chefter heights, immediately fent an exprefs to general Howe, 
to inform him that it was neceffary they fliould be attack.Q4 
and diflodged from thence, or he would be under the necef- 
fity of withdrawing the fhips from the harbor, which were 
under his command j— that preparations were diredily made 
for that purpofe, as it was faid ; and, from twelve to two 
o'clock, about three thoufand men embarked on board the 
tranfports, which fell down to the caftle with a deCgn of land- 
ing on that part of Dorchefter next to it, and attacking our 
works on the heights at five o'clock next morning; — that 
lord Percy was appointed to command ; — that it was gene- 
rally believed the attempt would have been made, had it not 
been for the violent ftorm which happened that night, as I 
have mentioned before ;-^that he heard feveral of tlie pri» 
vates, and one or two fergeants, fay as they were embark- 
ing, that it would be another Bunker'js-hiU affair.'* 

He further informs " that the ;»rmy is preparing to 

leave Bofton, and that they wiU do it in a day or two ;— « 
that the tranfports neceffary for their embarkation were 
getting ready with the utmoQ: expedition ; — that there had 
been great movements and confufion anaQi{g,the iirQppSiJbbc: 

H4 . : 



104 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

night and day preceding his coming out, in hurrying down 
their cannon, artillery and other ilores, to the wharfs, widl 
die utmoft precipitation \ and they were putting them on 
board the (hips in fuch hade, that no account or memonu- 
dum was taken of them ; — that moft of the cannon were 
removed from their works, and embarked or embarking ;— 
that he heard a woman fay, whom he took to be an officer's 
wife, that (he had feen men go under the ground at the 
lines on the neck, without returning;— that the fhip he 
commanded was taken up, places fitted, and fitting, for of- 
ficers to lodge, and feveral (hot, fhellS) and cannon, already 
on board ;— that the tories were to have the liberty of going 
where they pleafe, if they can get fcamen to man the veficls, 
of whom there was a great fcarcity j— that, on that ac- 
count, many veflels could not be carried away, and would 
"be burned ; — that many of the inhabitants apprehended the 
town would be deftroyed 5 and that it was generally thought 
their deftination is Halifax.'' 

The account given by captain Irvine, as to the embarka- 
tion, and their being about to leave the town, I believe true. 
There are other circum(l;:nces corroborating ; and it feems 
fully confirmed by a paper figned by four of the felefl-men 
of the town (a copy of which I have the honor to inclofe 
you), which was brought oat yefterday evening by a flag, 
and delivered to colonel Learned, by major Baflet of the 
tenth regiment, who de fired it might be delivered me as 
foon as pofEblc. I advifed with fuch of the general officers 
upon the occafion as I could immediately aflemble ; and we 
determined it right .(as it was not addrefled to me or any 
one elfe, nor authenticated by the fignature of general 
Howe, or any other aft obliging him to a performance of 
the promife mentioned on his part) that I fhould give it no 
anfwer; at the fame time, that a letter fhould be returned, 
ts going from colonel Learned, fignifying his having laid 
it before me, — with the reafons affigned for not anfwering 
it. — A copy of this is fent. 

To-night 
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To-night I fhall have a battery thrown up on Nuke-hill 
(Dorcheftcr point) with a defign of afting as circumftanccs 
may require; it being judged advifable to profecute our 
plans of fortification, as we intended before this informatioa 
from the fele£J:-men came. 

It being agreed on all hands that there is no poffibility gf 
ftopping them in cafe they determine to go, — I (hall order 
look-outs to be kept upon all the head-lanJs, to difcover 
their movements and courfe, and moreover direA commo- 
dore Manly and his little fquadron to dog them, as well for 
the fame purpofe as for picking up any of their veiTels that 
may chance to depart their convoy. From their loading 
with fuch precipitancy, it is prefumable they will not be la 
the beft condition for fea. 

If the minifterial troops evacuate the town and leave it 
ftanding, I have thoughts of taking meafures for fortifying 
the entrance into the harbor, if it fhall be thought proper, 
and the fituati6n of affairs will admit of it. 
• Notwithftanding the report from Bofton that Halifax is 
the place of their deftination, I have no doubt but that they 
are going to the fouthward of this, — and, I apprehend, to 
New-York» Many reafons lead to this opinion : it is in 
fome meafure corroborated by tlieir fending an exprefs fliip 
there, which, on wednefday week, got on fliore .and bilged 
at Cape-Cod. The difpatches, if written, were deftroy- 
ed when flie was boarded. She had a parcel of coal, and 
about four thoufand cannon-fliot, fix carriage-guns, a fwivel 
or two, and three barrels of powder. 

I (hall hold the riflemen and other parts of our troops in 
readinefs to march at a moment's warning, and govern my 
movements by the events that happen, or fuch orders as I 
may receive from Congrefs, which I beg may be ample, and 
forwarded with all poilible expedition. 

On the fixth inftant, a fhip bound from London, with 
(lores for the minifterial army, confifting of coal, porter, 
and krout, fell in with our armed veflels, four of them in 

companj) 
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company, and was carried into Portfmouth. She had bad a 
long pafFage, and of courfc brought no papers of a late datc» 
The only letters of importance^ or in the leaft intereftingi 
that were found, I have inclofed. 

1 beg leave to mention to Congrefs that money is much 
wanted. The militia from thefe governments, engaged till 
the firft of April, are then to be paid : and, if we inarch 
fcom hence, the expenfe will be very confiderabk, muft be de- 
liayed, and cannot be accompliflied without it. The neceiEty 
of making the earlicil remittance for thefe purpofes is t09 
obvious, for me to add more. 

When I wrote that part of this letter which is antecedent 
to this date, I fully expected it would have gone before now 
by colonel Bull, not deeming it of fufficient importance t0 
fcnd a fpccial meOcngcr. But he deferred his return from 
lime to time, and never fet off till to-day. Thefe reafons I 
hope will excufc the delay, and be received as a proper apo;* 
Ic'^Y for not tranfmitting it fooner. 

I liave the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Cambrtd^ey Afarch 13, iy6. 

IN my letter o^ the feventh and ninth inftant 
which 1 \v^C\ the hoiicr of acidreiTing you, I mentioned the 
intelligence I had received refpecling the embarkation of the 
troops from Bofton ; and fully expeded, before this, that 
the town would have been entirely evacuated. Although I 
have been deceived^ and was rather premature in the opi- 
nion I had then formed, 1 have little reafon to doubt but the 
event will take place in a very fhort time, as otl.er accounts 
which have come to hand fnice, of the failing of a great num- 
ber of tranfports from the harbor lo Naiitaflcct road, and many 
circumftances correfponding tliercwith, fecm to confirm and 
render it unqueilionable. 

Whether the town will be deftroyed, is a matter of mucH 
uncertainty: but it would fecm, from the deflruQion.>heT 
• 7 ar^ 
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are making of fundry pieces of furniture, of many of their 
waggons, carts, &c, which they c^innot take with them as it 
Is faid, that it will not: for, if they intended it, the whole 
might be involved in one general ruin. 

Holding it of thp laft importance in the prefent conteft 
that we {hould fecure New- York, and prevent the enemy 
from poflcfling it, — and conjefturing they have views of that 
fort, and their embarkation ^to be for that purpofe,— I 
judged it neceflary, under the fituation of things here, to call 
^ council of general officers to confult of fuch meafures as 
might be expedient to be taken at this interefting conjunc* 
ture of affairs, A copy of the proceedings I have the honor 
to inclofe you. 

Agreeable to the opinion of the council, I fhall detach 
the rifle regiment to-morrow, under the command of briga* 
4ier -general Sullivan, with orders to repair to New- York 
with all poflible expedition j — which will be fucceeded, the 
day after, by the other five in one brigade, — they being all 
that it was thought advifable. to fend from hence till, the 
.enemy fiiall have quitted the town. Immediately upon 
their departure, I fliall fend forward major-general Putnam, 
and follow myfelf with the remainder of the army as foon as 
I have it in my power, — leaving here fuch a number of men 
^s circumftances may feem to require. 

As the badnefs of the roads at this feafon will greatly rc» 
tard the march of our men, I have, by advice of the general 
officers, wrote to governor TrunibuU by this exprefs, to ufc 
liis utmoft exertions for throwing a reinforcement of two 
thoufand men into New-York, from the weftcrn parts of 
Connefticut,— and to the commanding oflScer there, to apr 
ply to the provincial convention or committee of fafety of 
New-Jerfey, for a thoufand more for the fame purpofe, to 
.oppofe the enemy and prevent their getting poffefEon ia 
cafe they arrive before the troops from hence can get there ; 
of which there is a probability, unlefs they are- impeded by 
jppntrary winds. This meafure, though it .may be 1 
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with confiderable expenfe, I flatter myfelf, will meet witk 
the approbation of Congrefs. — ^Paft experience, and the lines 
in Bofton and on Boilon neck, point out the proprietyt and 
fugged the neceflity of keeping our enemies from gainiog 
pofieilion and making a lodgement. 

Should their deftination be further fouthward, or for Ha- 
lifax (as reported in Bofton) for the purpofe of going into 
Canada,— the march of our troops to New- York will place 
them nearer the fcene of a£lion, and more convenient foK 
aflTording fuccours. 

We have not taken pofl on Nuke-hill, and fortified it, 
as mentioned that we fhould, in my lad. On hearing that 
the enemy were about to retreat and leave the to.'wm, it was 
thought imprudent and unadvifable to force them with too 
much precipitation, that we might gain a little time, and 
prepare for a march. To- morrow evening we fliali take 
poffeflion, unlefs they are gone. 

As New-York is of fuch importance, — prudence and po- 
licy require that every precaution that can be devifcd fliould 
be adopted, to friiftrate the defigns which the enemy have 
of pofleffing it. To this end 1 have ordered veffels to be 
provided and held ready at Norwich, for the embarkation 
and tranfportation of our troops thither. This I have done 
with a view not only of greatly expediting their arrival (as 
it will fave feveral days' marching), but alfo that they may 
be frefh and fit for intrenching and throwing up works of 
defence as foon as they get tliere, if they do not meet the 
enemy to contend with ; — for neither of which would they 
be in a proper condition after a long and fatiguing march in 
bad roads. If Wallace, with his Ihips, fliould be apprifed 
of the meafure, and attempt to prevent it by flopping up the 
harbor of New-London, they can but purfue their march by 
land. 

You will pleafe to obfcrve that it is the opinion of the ge- 
neral officers, if the enemy abandon the town, that it will be 
. unncceffary to employ or keep any part of this army for its 

defence i 
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I defence ; and that I have mentioned, on that event's happen* 

1 ing, I (hall immediately repair to New- York v^rith the remain- 

2 der of the army not now detached, leaving only fuch a num- 
J ber of men here as circumftances may feem to require. What 

I partly allude to, is, chat, as it will take a confiderable time 
J for the removal of fuch a body of men, and the divifions 
. muft precede each other in fuch order as to allow interme- 
j. ..diate time fufEcient for tliem to be covered and provided 
J for, and many things done previous to the march of the 
whole, for fecuring and forwarding fuch neceffaries as can-. 
, not be immediately carried, and others which it may be pro- 
per to keep here, — that direftions might be received from 
Congrefs refpefting the fame, and as many men ordered to 
remain for that and other purpofcs, as they may judge pro- 
per. I could wifh to have their commands upon the fubjeft, 
and in time 5 as I may be under fome degree of embarrait- 
ment as to their views. 

Congrefs having been pleafed to appoint colonel Thomp- 
fon a brigadier-general, there is a vacancy for a colonel in 
the regiment he commanded, to which I would beg leave to 
recommend the lieutenant-colonel Hand. I fhall alfo take 
the liberty of recommending captain Hugh Stephenfon, of 
the Virginia riflemen, to fucceed colonel Hand, and to be 
appointed in his place as lieutenant-colonel,— there being 
no major to the regiment fince the promotion of major Ma- 
gaw to be lieutenant-colonel of one of tlie Pennfylvania ba- 
tallions, and who is gone from hence. He is, in my opinion, 
the fitted perfon in this army for it, as well as the oldeft 
captain in the fervice, having diftinguiflied himfelf at the 
head of a rifle company all the laft war, and highly merited 
tlie approbation of his fuperior officers. 

Colonel Miflliu informed me to day of his having receiv- 
ed tent-cloths from Mr- Barrell of Philadelphia, to the amount 
of feven thoufand five hundred pounds Pennfylvania cur- 
rency, and applied for a warrant for payment of it. . Bu);i^.afi 
our fund is low, and many neceflary dcm^aig s 
9 
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which tnud be fatisfied^ — and our calls for money are aa^ 
will be exceedingly great,— I could not grant it, thinking it 
might be convenient for payment to be made in PhUade^pliiai 
by your order on the treafury there* 

I have the honor to be> &c* G« Wi 



Sir, Head- garter ^y Camhridge^ Match I9, lyyd* 

IT is with the gieatcft plcafure I inform you, that} 
to funday laft, the feveritcenth inftant, about nine o'clock in 
the forenoon, the minifterial army evacuated the town of 
Bofl:on> and that the forces of the United Colonies are now 
in aftual pofleffion thereof. I beg leave to congratulate yoD| 
fir, and the honorable Congrefs, on this happy event, and 
particularly as it was efFefted without endangering the lives 
and property of the remaining unhappy inhabitants* 

I have great reafon to imagine th«3ir flight was precipitated 
by the appearance of a work which I had ordered to be 
thrown up laft faturday night on an eminence at Dorchcfteli 
which lay nearcft to Bofton neck, called Nuke-hilL 

The town, although it has fufFered greatly, is not in fo 
bad a ftate as I expeded to find it ; and I have a particular 
pleafure in being able to inform you, fir, that your houfe 
has received no damage worth mentioning. Your furniture 
is in tolerable order, and the family piftures are all left en- 
tire and untouched. Captain Cazneau takes charge of the 
whole, Until he fhall receive further orders from you. 

As foon as the minifterial troops had quitted the town, 
I ordered a thoufand mert (who had had the fmalKpox), un« 
der cotiimand of general Putnam, to take pofTeffion of the 
heights, which I fhall endeavor to fortify in fuch a manner 
as to prevent their return, fliould they attempt it. But as 
they are ftill in the harbor, I thought it not prudent to march 
off with the main body of the army until I fliould be fully 
fatisfied they had quitted the coaft. I have therefore only 
detached five regiments, befides the rifle batallion, to New- 
York, 
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York, and dial! keep the remainder here till all fufpicion oT 
their return ccafes. 

Thc: fituation in whkh I found their works evidently dif- 
covered that their retreat was made with the grcateft preci- 
pitation* They have left their barracks and other works of 
wood at Bunker's hill, &c, all (landing, and have deftroyed 
lut a fmall part of their lines. They have alfo left a num- 
ber of fine pieces of cannon which they firft fpiked up, alfo 
a very large iron mortar ; and, as I ani informed, they have 
thrown another over the end of your wharf. I have employ- 
ed proper perfons to drill the cannon, and doubt not I (hall 
favc the moft of them. — ^I am not yet able to procure an 
cxafl: lift of all the ftores they have left. As foon as it can 
be done, I (hall take care to tranfmit it to you. — From an 
cftimate of what the quarter-matter- general has already diC- 
covered, the amount will be twenty-five or thirty thoufand 
pounds. 

Part of the powder mentioned in yours of the fixth Inftant 
lias already arrived. The remainder I have ordered to be 
flopped on the road, as we fhall hare no occaGon for it 
here. — The letter to general Thomas, I immediately fent to 
him. He defired leave for three or four days, to fettle fomc 
of his private affairs ; after which, he will fet out for his 
command in Canada.— I am happy that my conduS in in- 
tercepting lord Drummond*6 letter is approved of by Con- 
grefs. — ^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Cambridge^ March 24, 1776- 

WHEN I had tke honor to addrefs you on the nine- 
teenth inftant upon the evacuation of the town of Boflon by 
the miniflerial army, I fully expe£led, as their retreat and 
cmbarkatbn were hurried and precipitate, that, before now, 
they would have departed the harbor, and been far in their 
paflage to the place of deftination. But, to my furprife and 
difappoiatment, the fleet is dill xn Nantaiket road. The 

purpofe 
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purpofe inducing their ilay is altogether unknown ; noros 
I fugged any fatisfadtory reafon for it. On wednefdaj 
night lad, before the whole of the fleet fell down to Naa- 
tafkct, they demoHQied the cadle and houfes belonging to it| 
by burning tliem down, and the feveral fortifica(ions. Thcj 
kft a great number of the cannon, but have rendered all of 
them', except a very few, entirely ufelefs, by breaking off 
the trunnions ; and thofe they fpiked up : but they may be 
made ferviccable again : — fome are already done. 

There are feveral veflcls in the docks, which were taken 
by tlie enemy (fome with and others without cargoes), whidi 
difterent perfons claim as their property and right. Arc 
they to be reftored to their former owners on making proof 
of their title, or to belong to the continent, as captures 
made from the enemy?—! wifh Congrefs would dire£l a 
mode of proceeding againft them, and eftablifli a rule for 
dccifion : they appear to me to be highly neceflary. In like 
manner, fome of the cannon which are in Bofton are faid to 
have come from the caftlc. Suppofing them, with thofe rci 
maining at the caftlc, to have been purchafed by and provided 
originally at the expenfe or' this province, — are they now to be 
confidered to belonging us it, or to the public ? 1 beg leave 
to refer the matter to the opinion of Congrefs, and pray 
their direSion how I am to condu^ll refpcdliing them. 

It having been fuggefted to me that there was confider- 
able property, &c, belonging to perfons who had, from the 
firft of the prefent unhappy conteft, manifefted an unfriendly 
and inveterate difpofition, in the town of Bofton, I thought 
it prudent to write to the honorable general court upon the 
fubjc£l, that it might be inquired after and fecured. A copy 
of the letter I herewith fend you, and fubmit it to Con- 
grefs through you, whether they will not determine how 
it is to be difpofed of, and as to the appropriation of the mo« 
ney arifing from the fale of the fame. 

As foon as the town was abandoned by the enemy, I judged 
it advifable to fecure the feveral heights, left they ftiould at- 
tempt 
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tempt tb return 5 and, for this purpofe, have caufed a large and 
ftrong work to be thrown up on Fort-hill, a pod of great import- 
ance, as it commands the whole harbor, and, when fortified, 
if properly fupported, will greatly annoy any fleet the enemy 
^ may fend againft the town, and render the landing of their 
^* troops exceedingly difficult, if not imprafticable. This 
^ work is almoft done, and in a little time will be complete : 
^ and, that the communication between the town and country 
y may be free and open, I have ordered all the lines upon thd 
neck to be immediately deftroyed, and the other works on 
^ the fides of the town facing the country, that the inhabit • 
J' ants from the latter may not be impeded, and aflx)rded an 
^ eafy entrance, in cafe the enemy fhould gain pofleflion at 

• any future time. Thefe matters I conceived to be within the 
^ line of my duty ; of which I advifed the general court, and 

recommended to their attention fuch other meafures as they 
^ might think neceflary for fecuring the town againft the hof- 

• tile defigns of the enemy. 
I have juft got an inventory of ftores and property be- 

s longing to the crewn, which the enemy left in Bofton, at 

• the calUe, and Bunker's hill,— which I have the honor to 
tranfmit'you ; and (hall give ftridl orders that a careful at- 
tention be had to any more' that may be found. I fhaN take 
fuch precautions refpe£ting them, that they may be fecure, 
and turn to the public advantage, as much as proflible, or 
circumftances will admit of. 

A Mr. Buifihch from Bofton, who afted as clerk to Mr. 

, having put into my hands a lift of rations drawn 

the faturday before the troops evacuated the town, I have 
inclofed it for your infpeftion. He fays, neither the ftafF 
officers nor women are included in the lift ; from which it 
appears that their number is greater than we had an idea of. 

Major-general Ward and brigader-general Frye are defir- 
ous of leavhig the ferviee, and, for that purpofe, have re- 
quefted me to lay the -matter before Congrefs, that they may 
be allowed to refign their commiffions. The papers cpntain-» 

Vol. L I 
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ing their applications you will herewith receive. They wJl 
give you a full and more particular information upon tk 
fubje£l ; and therefore I (hall take the liberty of referring 
you to them. 

I would mention to Congrefs that the commiflary of artil- 
lery ftores h;is informed mc, that whatever powder has been 
fent to this camp has always come without any bill afcertsuft* 
ing the number of cafks or quantity. This, it is probable, 
has proceeded from forgetfulnefs or inattention in the pcr- 
fons appointed to fend it, or the negligence of thofe ^ 
brought it, though they have declared otherwife, and that 
they never had any. As it may in fome meafure preveBt 
embezzlements (though I do not fufpefl: any to have been 
made), and the commiflary will know what and how mudi 
to receive, and be enabled to difcover millakes if any (houU 
happen, — I fhould be glad if you will direft a bill of parcels 
to be always fent in future. 

There have been fo many accounts from England, all 
agreeing that commiflTioners are coming to America, to pro- 
pofe terms for an accommodation, as they fay, — that I am 
inclined to think the time of their arrival not very far off.— 
If they come to Boflon (which probably will be the cafe if 
they come to America at all) I fliall be under much embar- 
raflment rcfpe^fting the manner of receiving them, and the 
mode of treatment that ought to be ufcd. I therefore pray 
that Congrefs will give me dircdlions, and point out the line 
of conduct to be purfued, — whether they are to be confidered 
as ambafladors, and to have a pafs or permit for repairing 

through the country to Philadelphia or to any other place 

or whether they are to be reflrained in any and what man- 
ner. — I fliall anxioufiy wait their orders, and, whatever they 
are, comply with them literally. 

I have the honor to be, S:c. q^ ^y^ 



Sir, 
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Sir, Cambrid^ey March 2Ji ly'jS, 

I Received your favor of the eleventh inftant by 
faturday-night's poft ; and muft beg pardon for not acknow- 
ledging it in my laft of the twenty-fourth. The hurry I 
was then in occafioned the negle£l, and Lhope will apologife 
for it. ' 

I now beg leave to inform you that I have juft rcdeived in- 
telligence, that the whole of the minifterial fleet, befides 
three or four fliipS, got under way this evening at Nantaiket 
road, and were (landing out for fea ; in cOnfequence of 
which, I ftiall detach a brigade of fix regiments immediately 
from hence for New- York, uilder the command of brigadier- 
general Sullivan (brigadier-general Heath having gone with 
the firft); which will be fucceeded by another in a day or 
two ; and direfiliy after, I fhall forward the remainder of the 
army (except four or five regiments which will be left for tak- 
ing care of the barracks and public ftores, and fortifying the 
town, and erefting fuch works for its defence as the honor- 
able general court may think necefTary) — and follow myfelf. 

Apprehending that general Thomas will (land in need of 
fome artillerifts in Canada, I have ordered two companies of 
the train to march immediately 5 and two mortars, with a 
quantity of {hells and fliot, to be fent him. — He fet out on 
the twenty -firft inftant. 

■ Inclofed you have a copy of the return of ordnance ftores 
left in Bofton by the enemy. In it are not included the can- 
non left at the caftle, amounting to a hundred and thirty- 
five pieces, as reported, all of which, except a very few, 
they have deftroyed and rendered ufelefs, by knocking off 
the trunnions, and fpiking up. .5 

I beg leave to tranfmit you the copy of a petition from the 
inhabitants of Nova-Scotia, brought me by * * * efquire, 
mentioned therein, who is now here with an Acadian. From 
this it appears they are in a diftrefled fituation •, and, from 
Mr. * * * 's account, arc exceedingly appre^ienfive that they 

I 2 VMll 



n6 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 






>vill be reduced to the difagreeable alternative of taking up 
arms and joining our enemies^ or to flee their country^ no- 
lefs they can be protected againft their infults and oppref- 
£ons. He fays that their committees think many iaiutarj 
and valuable confequences would be derived from fiTC or fix 
hundred men being fent there, es it would not only quiet 
the minds of the people from the anxiety and uneaGnefs thcf 
are now filled with, and enable them to take a part in behalf 
of the colonies, but be the means of preventing the Indians 
(of whom there are a good many) from taking the fide of 
government, and the minifterial troops from getting fuch 
fupplies of provifions from thence as they have done. 

How far thefc good purpofes would be anfwcred if fuch a 
force was fent as they alk for, is impofTible to determine in 
the prefent uncertain ftate of things. For, if the army from 
Boflon is going to Halifax (as reported by them before their 
departure), that or a much more confidcrable force ^ouldbe 
of no avail: — if not, and they poiTefs the friendly difpoGtion 
to our caufe, fuggefted in tlie petition and declared by Mr. 
* * *, it might be of great fervice, unlefs another body of 
troops fliould be fent thither by adminiftration, too power- 
ful for them to oppofe. It being a matter of feme import- 
ance, I judged it prudent to lay it before Congrefs for their 
confideration ; and, requefting their dlreftion upon the fub- 
jed, fliall only add, if they determine to adopt it, that they 
will prefcribe the number to be fent, and whether it is to be 
from the regiments which will be left here. — I (hall wait 
their decifion, and, whatever it is, will endeavor to have it 
carried into execution. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^iariers^ Camhridge^^ April j, 1 7 76. 

THIS letter will be delivered you by * * ^ cfquire 

the gentleman from Nova-Scotia whom I mentioned to you 

in mine of the twenty-feventh ultimo. lie feemed defirous 

of 
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of waiting on the honorable Congrefs, in order to lay be- 
fore them the ftate of public affairs, and fituation of the in- 
habitants of that province. And^ as it might be in his 
power to communicate many things perfonally which could 
not be fo well done by letter, 1 encouraged him in his defign, 
and have advanced him fifty dollars to defray bis expenfes. 
The Acadian accompanies him : and, as they feem to be 
folid judidous men, I beg leave to recommend them both to 
the notice of Congrefs ; — and am moft 'rcfpedtfuily, fir, your 
jnoft obedient, &c. - G. W, 



Sir, Head-^udrterSiCambridgeyyipriil^ ^776' 

AN exprefs arrived this morning with a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the inclofcd is 
a copy. In confequence of this important intelligence, I 
immediately difpatched an exprefs after general Sullivan 
who is on his march to Norwich with fix regiments, and 
ordered him to file off to Providente, if he (hould be fo de- 
fired by governor Cooke, to whom I have wrote on the fub- 
jeft. 

General Greene was to have matched this morning with 
five more regiments, by way of Providence. I have ordered 
him to haften his march for that place j and hope to colleft 
a force there, fufficient to prevent the enemy from cffe6ling 
their purpofe. 

Whether this movement be only a feint to draw our attach* 
tion from their principal objefl:, or not, is at prefent impofli- 
bie to determine. — I momently expeft further intelligence 
from governor Cooke. — ^If the alarm fhould be well grounded, 
I fliall haften to Providence, and make the neceffary diipofi- 
tions for their reception. \ beg you to affure the honorable 
Congrefs I fhall exert myfelf to the utmolt to fruftrate the 
defigns of the enemy. 

I am fir, your moft obedient, &c. 

G. W. 

I 3 
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Sir, Cambridge j ^pril ^ lyyi, 

I WAS honored with your favors of the twcnty-firft 
an J twenty-fifth ultimo, on the fecond inftant^-^the forma 
by Mr. Hanfon, &c, — the latter by Fcffcndcn. I heartily 
wifh the money had arrived fooner, that the militia might 
have been paid as foon as tlieir time of fervicc expired. 
The difappointmept has given them great uneafinefs, and 
they are gone hoine much diflatisfied : nor have I been 
without fevcre complaints from the other troops on the fame 
account. When I get to New-York, 1 hope a fufficient 
fum will be there, ready to pay every claim. 

It is not in my power to make report of the deficiency of 
arms in compliance with the diredlion of Congrefs at this 
time, as fome of the regiments are at, and moft of the others 
on their march to, New- York •, nor do I know that it would 
unfwcr any good purpofe, if it were,— having made repeated 
fipplications to the federal afTcmbiies and conventions upon the 
fubject, 'and conftantly received for anfwer, that they could 
afford no relief. 

When I arrive at New- York, I fliall, in purfuance of the 
order of Congrefs, detach four batallions to Canada, if the 
fituation of affairs will admit of it ; and fhall be extremely 
happy if they and the troops already there can effedl the im- 
portant end of their going. 

In my letter of the firn: inflant, per poft, I inclofed you a 
i:opy of a letter from governor Cooke, advifing me of the ar- 
rival of a fliip of war, &c, at and near the harbor of New- 
port. I have now the pleafurc to inform you that the report 
was entirely premature, and without any foundation. You 

have a copy of his letter of the firll inflant to this cfFcft, I 

wifli the alarm had never been P^ivcn : it occafioned general 
Sullivan and his brigade to make an unneccflary and incon- 
venient diverfion from their route. 

Inclofed is a copy of an account, prefentcd by the ho- 
norable general court, of powder furniflied the continental 

army 
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army by this colony. From the account, it appears that 
^ part of it was fupplipd before the army was under my com- 
mand ; and therefore I know nothing of it ; but have not 
the fmalleft doubt of the juftice of the charge. I (hall leave 
about two hundred barrels of this article with major-general 
Ward, out of which Congrefs will direft him to make a re- 
turn, if they think proper, — and alfo repayment of what may 
have been furnifhed by the other governments. 

A proclamation of general Howe's, iflued a few days be- 
fore his departure from town, having fallen into my hands, 
I have inclofed you a copy, which will probably have been 
the occafion of large quantities of goods being carried away, 
and the removal of many perfons, which otherwife would 
not have happened. 

Colonel Warren, paymafter-general, finding the army 
likely to be removed from hence, informed me the other day 
that the fituation of his affairs and engagements in the bufi- 
nefs of the colony are fuch, as to prevent him from per- 
fonally attending the army ; and offered, in cafe it fhould be 
required, to refign. This was rather embarrafQng. 'To me 
it appears indifpenfably neceffary that the paymafter-general, 
with his books, fhould be at or near head-quarters. Indeed 
it is ufual for the head of every department in the army, 
however difperfed that army may be, to be with the com- 
manding general, keeping deputies in the fmaller depart- 
ments. On the other hand, colonel Warren's merit and 
attachment to the caufe are fuch, that I could do nothing 
lefs than defire (as fome money muft be left for the pay 
and contingent charges of the army which will remain here), 
he would wait here till Congrefs Ihall be pleafed to give 
their fentiments upon the matter, — fending in the mean time 
fome perfon in whom he could confide, with the money, 
but little of which there will be to carry, though great the 
demands, as nine of the regiments which have marched to 
New-York have only received five hundred pounds each, to-^ 
wards their pay for the months of February and March,-^ 

I 4 and 
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and fix others, not a farthing. I hope therefore this mattei 
will be confidcred hy Congrefs, and the refult tranfimttcd 
nic as foon as done. 

I would alfo mention to Congrefs^ that the militia itgi* 
inents which were lad called uponi in making up their ak* 
drafts, charged pay, — the officers, from the ^ime they w 
ccived orders to raifc companies, — and the privates, fromtbe 
time they rcfpeftively engaged to cqmc or were called upofl} 
though they did not march for a confiderable time after,-- 
fome not within three, four, to twenty days, during all 
which, they remained at home about their qvirn private zi- 
fairs, without doing any thing elfe than *^ preparing for the 
march,'* as they fay by way of plea. This appeared to m 
fo exceedingly unreafonable, and fo contrary to jufticc, that 
the public fhould pay for a longer tinie than from the day of 
I their march to that of their return, that I ordered the ab- 
flrafts to be made out accordingly, and refufed to give 
warrants on any other terms. They fay that tlie enlifting 
orders, which went out from their governments, give them 
the pay* they claim. The fa£t may be that fomething in 
thefe niay fcem to authorife it : but I muft fubmit it to Con- 
grefs, and wilh for their dccifion, whether the continent 
niuft pay it. — I am, wich great cilcem, &c. G. W. 

. P. S.I fhallfct off to-day. 



Sir, Nczv-i'otk^ Jpri! 15, 'i^^t• 

I AM now to inform you that on the fourth inftant 
I fct out from Cambridge, and arrived here on faturday laft. 
I came through Providence, Norwich, and New-London, in 
order to fee and expedite the embarkarlon of the troops. 
The third brigade, under the command of general Greene, 
was ut New-London when I left ir, where there was a fuffi- 
cient number of tranfports to embark them,— and mofl pro- 
bably would have arrived here before this, had it not been 
for a fevcre llorm which happened the night they failed, 

which 
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which difperfed them, and, I fear, has done them fome in- 
jury. 

General Spencer, with the laft brigade, marched from 
Koxbury the day I left Cambridge, and would be at New- 
London, ready to embark in the r.iturn tranfports- which 
brought general Sullivan's divifion to this place. The whole 
of the troops may be reafonably expedled here in the courfc 
of this week. The badnefs of the roads, and difficulty of 
procuring teams for bringing the ftores, baggage, 3c c, have 
greatly prolonged their arrival at this place. 

I have not had time, fince I came, to look fully about 
me ; but find many works of defence begun, and fome finifli- 
ed. The troops are much difperfed, — fome on Long- 
Ifland, otliers on Staten-Ifland, &c. 

I have ordered four batallions from hence to Canada, and 
am taking meafures to have them forwarded to Albany by 
water with all poffible expedition. This will greatly ex-* 
pedite their arrival, and eafe the men*of much fatigue. I 
have wrote general Schuyler of their coming, that he may 
have necefiary meafures taken to hurry their march to gene-" 
ral Thomas. 

I am informed by general Putnam that the militia, that 
were called in for the fupport of this town in cafe the mim- 
fterial ariny had arrived before our troops, are all difcharged^ 
it being unneceflnry to keep them longer. 

All the fhips of war, bcfults the Alia, moved Out of this 
harbor on faturday, and the Afia yeilerday j fome of which 
are now I^elowthe Narrows, and the reft gone to fea. 

Your favor of the tenth inftant, by major Sherburne, di- 
re£led to general Putnam or the commanding oiHcer here, 
came to hand on faturday evening, with three boxes of money, 
which I (hall deliver the paymafter as foon as he arrives, and 
tranfmit you his receipt for the fame. 

Having received information from hence before my de- 
parture from Cambridge, that thirty pieces of heavy cannon 
were wanting, and eflentially neceflkry for the defence of 
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this place^ in addition to thofe already Jicre^-^I took the li- 
berty of applying to admiral Hopkins whom I faw at New- 
London, for that number, with the mortars and ftores he 
brought from Providence, — a lift of which he had trant 
mitted you. He told mc, that, as many were wanting for 
the defence of Providence river and the harbor at New- 
London, it was uncertain whether I could have all I wanted; 
but that he would fend me all that could be fpared. 

I have not been able to get a return of the troops fincci 
came : — as foon as I do, I will fend it you. 

I am, fir, with great refpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'l'oriy ^Jpril 18, 1776. 

PERMIT me, through you, to convey to the honor- 
able Congrefs the fentiments of gratitude I feel for the high 
honor they have done me in the public mark of approbation 
contained in your favor of the fccond inftant, which came 
to hand laft night. I beg you to afTure them that it wiB 
ever be my higheft ambition to approve myfelf a faithful 
fervant of the public ; and that, to be in any degree inftru- 
mental in procuring to my American brethren a reftitution 
of their juft rights and privileges, will conlHtute my chief 
happincfs. 

Agreeable to your rcqueft, I have communicated, in gene* 
ral orders, to the officers and foldiers under my command, 
the thanks of Congrefs for their good behavior in the fer- 
vice j and am happy in having fuch an opportunity of doing 
juftice to their merit. They were indeed, at firfl, '« a hand 
of undifclplined hujhandmcn ;" but it is (under God) to their 
bravery and attention to their duty that I am indebted for 
that fuccefs which has procured me the only reward I wilh 
to receive, — the affeftion and efleem of my countrymen. 

The medal, intended to be prefented to me by your ho- 
norable body, I fiiall carefully preferve as a memorial of 
their regard. I beg leave to return you, fir, my warmeft 

thanks 
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■ Aanks for the polite manner in which you have been pleafed 
11 to cxprefs their fentiments of my conduft ; and am, with 
di fincere cfteem and refpeft,' fir, yours and their moft obe- 
li dicnt and moft humble fervant, G. W. 

m 



Sir, Neuf'Torky Jpril 19, 1776. 

I HAVE this moment received a letter from general 
Schuyler, containing inclofnres of a very important nature, 
copies of which, I imagine, are contained in the inclofed let- 
ter to you, which I thought it my duty immediately to for- 
ward by exprefs, that they may be laid before the honorable 
Congrefs, and proper meafures purfued to prevent the fatal 
effefts which are therein apprehended. For my own part, 
I have done my utmoft to forward the four regiments order- 
ed by Congrefs : but a variety of incidents have hitherto con- 
fpired to prevent their embarkation. The men had fcarcely 
recovered themfelves from the fatigues of their march from 
Bofton, and are quite unprovided with neceflaries. The co^ 
lonels of the regiments, though repeatedly called upon for 
that purpofe, had neglefted making out the abftradls for 
their pay. All obftacles however are now removed ; and I 
hope to begin the embarkation this day. Indeed it would' 
have been beft, in my opinion, to have fcnt the regiments, 
raifed in this province and New-Jerfey, upon that fervice, 
had not the peculiar circumftances under which they were 
raifed prevented it. By the terms of their enliftment, they 
are to ferve during the war, and at five dollars per month, 
on condition (as I am informed) that they fhall not be fent 
out of thofe provinces. Befides, they are very ill provided 
with arms, fome companies not having any. It muft be a 
great burden upon the continent to keep fuch a number of 
ufelefs men in pay : and yet, if they fhould be difmiflcd, and 
an unexpedled fupply of arms faould arrive, it may be found 
very difficult to replace them. 

I'he officers of the feveral corps that have arrived here 
9 have 
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have been fo bufily employed in fixing their men in quartenj 
that I have not yet been able to procure an exzCt rctarn ci 
their numbers. Some are yet behind. As foon as the vhok 
are colleftcd, I ftiall order the proper returns, and traninii 
them to Ccngrefs. 

You will plcafe to notice what colonel Hazen lays of die 
difpofition of the Indians. In my opinion, it will be imprf 
(ible to keep them in a flate of neutrality. They mud, su4 
no doubt, foon will take an aclivc part either for or zpid 
us : and I fubmit it to the confideration of Congrefs, irfifr 
ther it would not be bcil immediately to engage them onoa 
fide, 4nd to ufe our utmoft' endeavors to prevent their mak 
being poifoned by minilterial emiffaries, which will everk 
the cafe while a king's garrifon is fufFered to remain ii 
their country. Would it not therefore be advifable to kai 
a fufficient force from the back counties of Pennfvlvaniai to 
take pofleflion of the garrifons of Niagara and I>etr^l 
lliis, I think, might eafily be effecled, and would anfwei 
the mod falutary purpofes. The Seneca Indians, who hxft 
hitherto appeared friendly to us, might be ufefully employei 
in this bufinefs. 

I am in hopes moil: of the difficulties mentioned in colond 
Haven's letter will be obviated by the appearance of the rc- 
fpe£table committee of Congrefs in Canada, and the forces 
that have been and will be fent there, The fecurity of that 
country is of the utmoil importance to us. This cannot be 
done fo eiFeftually by conquefl, as by tp.king flrong hold of 
the afFeclions and confidence of the inhabitants. It is to be 
lamented that any conduft of the continental troops fbould 
tend to alienate their afFeclions from us. 

The honorable Congrefs will be able to judge from the 
papers fent theni by general Schuyler, and the information 
they may receive of the deligns of the enemy, whether it is 
expedient to fend a further reinforcement to Canada. K 
fuch (liould be their detcrminadon, I Hand ready to execute 
6: thtir 
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their orders ; and am, with refpeft, fir, your moll obedient, 
humble fervant, G. W. 

Inclofed is a return of the four regiments ordered to Ca- 
nada ; befides which, there will be two rifle companies, a 
company of artificers, and two artillery-men, all under tlic 
command of brigadier-general Thompfon. 



Sir, NeW'Tork^ jiprU 17^ 1776, 

I WAS this day honored with the receipt of your fa- 
vor of the twentieth inftant. I have now the pleafure to ac- 
quaint you that the four regiments defigned for Canada cm- 
barked yefterday with a fair wind for Albany, una'er the 
command of colonels Greaton, Patterfon, Bond, and Poor; 
befides which, there was a company of riflemen, a company 
of artificers, and two engineers,— the whole commanded by 
brigadier-general Thompfon. 

* I have repeatedly mentioned to the honorable Congrefs 

* the diftrefsful Ctuation we are in for want of arms.-— 
' With much pains and difficulty I got moft of the regiments 

* from the eaftward tolerably well furniftied ; but find the 
York regiments very badly provided. Colonel Ritzema's 
has fcarcely any : and yet thefe men, being enlifted during 
the war, and at five dollars per month, ought not (in my 
judgment) to be difcharged 5 ^s we find it almoft as difficult 
to get men, as arms. This is a matter of fome importance, 
which I fliould be glad to receive the particular opinion of 
Congrefs upon. 

Mr. Baldwin is one of the affiftant engineers ordered to 
Canada. He is indeed a very ufeful man in his depart- 
ment, but declined the fefvice, on account of his pay, which 
he fays is inadequate to his fupport. In order to induce 
him to continue, I promifed to reprefcnt his cafe to Con- 
grefs ; and would recommend an increafe of his pay, and 
that he fliould have the rank of lieutenant-colonel, of which 
he is very deferving. I beg leave therefore to recommend 

him 
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him to the Congrefsi and that they would make provifioi 
for him accordingly. 

A few days ago, application was made to mc by the com- 
mittee of fafety for this colony, for an exchange of prifonenk 
For the particulars I beg leave to refer you to their letteftS 
copy of which you have inclofcd. As there is a ftandinj 
order of Congrefs that no failors or foldiers fhall be exdun- 
gcd for citizens, I did not incline to comply with the rcqoct 
without the particular direftion of Congrefs : but I havt 
been fince informed that the prifoncrs, mentioned in the 
committee's letter as citizens, arc really feamen taken froai 
private vefiels, but not in arms. How far this m^y alter the 
cafe, or how far the reafons which induced the Congrefs to 
pafs the refolve above-mentioned may ftili exift, muft be left 
to their determination. 

The militia, who, on my application, were ordered to tlb 
place to keep pofleflTion until 1 iliould arrive with the confr 
ncntal forces, were obliged to return home without then 
pay, as there was not then money fufiicieut in the treafur 
for that purpofe, and to anfwer the exigencies of the armv. 
This occafioncd great uneafinefs among them, and may be 
attended with very b.id confcquences in cafe we fhould have 
occaiion for their fervice on any future emergency. I there- 
fore beg the CoDgrcfs would niuke provifion for their pav, 
and point out pLViticuIarly, v/hether it is to be done by the 
commander of the continental forces, or by the provincial 
aiTcmblies or conventions from whence they are fent. 

As the time for v/hich the riflemen enlifted will expire on 
tlie firft of July next, and as the lofs of fuch a valuable and 
brave body of men will be of great injury to the fervice, I 
would fubmit it to the confideration of Congrefs, whether it 
would not be bell to adopt fome method to induce them 
to continue. They are indeed a very ufeful corps : but I 
need not mention this, as their importance is already well 
known to the Congrefs. It is neceflary they fliould pay aft 

early 
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early attention to this matter, as we know from paft expe- 
rience that men are very flow in re-enlifting. 

When 1 had the honor of feeing admiral Hopkins at New- 
Xondon, he reprefented to me the weak ft ate of his fleet, oc- 
cafioned by ficknefs and the damage he received in his en- 
gagement with the enemy ; and requefted I would fpare 
him two hundred men to aftift him in a defign he had form- 
ed of attacking Wallace. This I readily confented to; and 
the men are to be returned as foon as the fervice is per- 
formed. 

I wifh it was in my power at prefent to furnifli general 
Lee with the companies of artillery he defires. — I have al- 
ready fent two companies to Quebec ; and I have not yet 
been able to procure a return of thofe that are here. I ex- 
pe£t: colonel Knox every moment, and (liall then be able to 
determine whether any can be fpared from hence. Blankets 
we are in great want of, ourfelves ; and it was with great 
difficulty a few could be procured for the riflemen tliatwere 
ordered for Canada. 

I inclofe you Mr. Winthrop's receipt for two hundred 
tlv)ufand dollars brought fome time ago from Philadelphia 
by major Sherburne, which you will pleafe to deliver to the 
continental treafurers. 

On my arrival here, I found that Mr. Livingfton had been 
appointed by the provincial Congrefs a commiflary, to fur- 
nifli the continental troops ftationed in this city with provi- 
fions. I fuppofe this was done becaufe there was no conti- 
nental commiflary then on the fpot. Mr. Livingfton ftill 
claims a right of furnifliing all the troops but thofe lately 
arrived from Cambridge. Mr. Trumbull is now here : and^ 
as I confider him as the principal in that oflice, I ftiould be 
glad to know whether any part of the continental troops i* 
to be furniflied by any other than their commiflary-general. 
I muft needs fay, that to me it appears very inconfiftent, an<l 
muft create great confufion in the accounts as well as in the 
contrafts.—I intended to have laid before Congrefs. die 
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amount of the rations, as fuppHcd by colonel Tnimbull 
and ^Ir. Livinjrfton ; and called upon *thofc gentlemen t» 
furnidi mc with a feparate cftimate for that purpofe. Colo* 
ncl Trumbull has given mc his, by which it appears he ftp- 
plies the troops at eight pence and one third per ration. I 
not have yet received any from Mr. Livingfton ; but aunifr 
formed his contra£l is at ten pence half-penny. The dif- 
ference is immcnfc, as it will amount to no lefs thantf9 
hundred pounds per day, for twenty thoufand men. Iti 
mdecd to be confidered that Mr. Livingfton's contra^ is, it 
chiding every other charge ; and that to Mr. Trumbull's 
muft be added ftorehire, clerks, and every other contingent 
cxpenfe. But even then it will not amount to fo rtiuch as 
Mr. Livingfton's, by a penny per ration, which, in the grofc 
will be fomething very confiderable* I thought it my dutj, 
without prejudice or partiality, to ftate the matter fairly to 
Congrefs, that they might take fuch order upon it as to 
them fliall feem neccflary. I cannot however, in jufticc to 
Mr. Trumbull, help adding that he has been indefatigable 
mfupplying the army ; and I believe, from his connexions 
in Nev^-England, is able to do it on as good terms as any 
pcrfon in America. 

The fevcral matters contained in the foregoing, I tnuft 
beg the early attention of Congrefs to •, and that I may b€ 
favored with an anfwer as foon as poflible. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q. "W. 



Sir, Nczv-llrky April 7.29 1776. 

IN a letter which I had the honor to receive from 
Congrefs fome confiderable time ago, they were pleafed to 
alk what rank aides-de-camp bore in the army ? from whence 
I concluded that they had adverted to the extraordinary 
trouble and confinement of thofe gentlemen, with a view to 
make them an adequate allowance. But nothing being Cncc 
done or faid of the matter, I take the liberty, — Unfolicited bv, 

and 
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and unknown to my aides-de-camp, — to inform your honor- 
able body that their pay is not by any means equal to their 
trouble and confinement. 

No perfon wifties more to fave money to the public, than 
1 do : and no perfon has aimed more at it. But there are 
fome cafes in which parfimony may be ill placed ; and this I 
take to be one. Aides-de-camp are perfons in whom entire 
confidence muft be placed : it requires men of abilities to 
"execute the duties with propriety and difpatch, where there 
is fuch a multiplicity of bufinefs, as muft attend the com- 
xnander-in- chief of fuch an army as ours: and perfuaded I 
am, that nothing but the zeal of thofc gentlemen (who live 
with me, and aft in this capacity) for the great American 
caufe,— and perfonal attachment to me, — ^has induced them 
• to undergo the trouble and confinement they have expe- 
rienced fince they have become members of piy family, 

I give into no kind of amufements myfelf ; and confe- 
quently thofe about me can have none, but are confined 
from morning till eve, hearing and anfwering the applica- 
tions and letters of one and another, which will now, I ex- 
peft, receive a pretty confiderable addition, as the bufinefs 
of the northern and eaftern departments (if I continue her^) 
' muft, I fuppofe, pafs through my hands. If thefe gentle- 
! men had the fame relaxation from duty as other officers 
have in their common routine, there would not be fo much 
in it. But, to have the mind always upon the ftretch, — 
fcarce evtr unbent, — and no hours for recreation, — makes a 
inaterial odds. Knowing this, and at the fame time how 
inadequate the pay is, I can fcarce find inclination to impofe 
the neceflary duties of their office upon them. To what I 
have here faid, this further remark may be made, and is a 
matter of no fmall concernment to me, and, in its confe- 
quences, to the public ; — and that is, that, while the duty i$ 
hard and the pay fmall, it is not to be wondered at, if 
there fliould be found a promptnefs in them to feek prefer- 
ment, or in me to do juftice to them by facilitating their 
Vol, 1. K 
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views ; by which means I muft lofe their aid when dcf 
have it moil in their power to aflill me. — ^Influenced 1^ 
thcfc motives, I have taken the liberty of laying the matter 
fully, and with all due deference, before your honorable 
body, not doubting its meeting with a patient hearing. 
I am, fir, with the greatcfl: refpeft, &c. G. W. 



. Sir, Ncw-Torky ^pril 22y ^Tfi* 

THAT I might be in readinefs to take the fieldii 
the fpring, and prepared for any fervice Congrefs fhoJill 
think proper to fend me upon, this campaign, — I defircd cfr 
lonel Reed, when he left Cambridge in the fall, to get 
a fet of camp equipage, tents, and a baggage-waggon, mai 
at Philadelphia under his own infpeftion, and fent to mt 
This, he informs me, is now done, and ready to come on. 
have therefore to beg the favor of Congrefs, throu^^h you,l» 
order payment of them from the treafury, as it will fave tbt 
expenfe and hazard of a remittance from hence, where 
ftand much in need of every farthing we have. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W." 



Sir, Neiv-Tork^ ^pri/2Sj 177^ 

I Received by lafl- evening's poft a letter from TofhoJ 
Wentworth, efquire, of Portfmoutli, whom I had appointed 
agent for our little fleet in that province. It is dated tk 
fifteenth inflant ; an extraft from which I have the honor rf 
tranfcribing for your perufal. 

*' The third inftant, commodore Manly brought in tic 
brigantine Elizabeth, one of the third divifion which faikJ 
from Nantafket, with a valuable cargo of Englifh goods anl 
a few hogiheads of rum and fugar, by a Mr. J * ^ * -^io 
■was paffenger, part freighter, and a very tory. Suppofe the 
cargo worth twenty thoufand pounds fterling. Thofe gooA 
are, the greater part, owned by the late inhabitants of Boftom 

aad 
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and by fonie that \vere inhabitants when the troops left it, — 
the refidue by this Mr. J * * *, and others of the fame caft. 
The complicate ftate of this prize required my immediate 
fetting off for Boftonj.expecling I might find foiyie diredions 
for my government there ; when I waited on general Ward, 
-whb was obliging enough to give me his opinion (but not 
able to diredl, having received no inftruftions to the point) 
that the veflel and cargo muft be libelled, and a dividend to 
the captors would follow, of all fuch goods as might be le- 
g^ly claimed by the friends to America 5 and thofe that were 
the property of them inimical, might be decreed forfeited. 
XJpon further inquiry, I was informed a refolve pafled in 
Congrefs that all veflels and goods, retaken previous to a 
condemnation by a Britifti court of admiralty, were" liable to 
a partial decree (by every colony judge) to the captors, — 
not more than one-third, nor lefs than one-fourth. The 
prefent prize falls under this refolve : and any other, that 
l/nakes the] property of our internal enemies liable to a full 
confifcation, may be neceffary for my government : therefore 
fliall be much obliged by your full direftion of this capture, 
and a copy of the continental refolves thereon. This brigan- 
tine is owned by a Mr. Richard Hart of this town, taken on 
her return from the Weft Indies laft 0£lober, and carried 
into Bofton, not condemned. The rum on board are feven- 
teen hogfheads, — and four of fugar, not removed out of her 
from the time of capture. The other cargo was in ge- 
neral ftolen by virtue of general Howe's proclamation 
(which undoubtedly you have feen ) appointing one C * * * 
B * * * fuperintendant, who, by the way, was taken in 
the prize, and is now confined in the MafTachufetts colony, 
with Mr. J * * * and fundry others, by order of the general 
court to ^ whom general Ward delivered them. 

** There were a fergeant and twelve privates of the fourth, 
or king's own regiment, taken prifoners on board, with the 
others, making fixty-three fouls. * * * 

[^ There appeared, from the pillage of this cargo by many 

K2 . q£ 
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of the pafTengcrs, tlic property was in him who could fccret 
the mod. For, when examining the chefls and bedding oi 
the prifoners, I found great quantity of goods that tkcf, 
had colledled while on board, which were taken out of 
warehoufes without packing, and hove promifcuoufly ofi 
board the velTel. Even the failors had provided for dwr 
difpofal at pleafure. In faft, the deftruflion of propcrlj 
under cover of general Howe's proclamation^ is unparallel- 
ed. ♦ * * 

" I am now difcharging the cargo, as it is in a pcrilhflij 
Ctuation ; and, when feleded, and the regular courfe p» 
fupd through the admiralty, (hail advertife agreeable toli 
excellency's inftruftions to general Ward, who w^s obligin 
enough to give me an abftraft. 

** The general court of this province, finding a difficult; 
in making a code of laws for the admiralty-court, did Wt 
complete that inftitution their laft fcffion, when they at 
journed to June ; which lapfe of time will not admit of 
facilitating the difpofal of the prizes under my care, fo carif 
as I could wifli, for the fafety of part of the intereil of tk 
Sufanna's cargo, viz. the porter, which I fear may be fpoil- 
ed by lying fo long,^-it not having equal body to that coo- 
monly imported for fale;— which induces me to deGre youi 
direftion for a difpofal of that article either at private or 
public fale." 

That, fir, is an exafi: copy of part of Mr. "VVentworth's 
letter to Mr. Moylan. I now requeft you will pleafe to di* 
re£l me, in what manner I (hall inftrucl the agent refpeSinf 
the complicated cargo, and whether he may be empoweitJ 
to difpofe of the porter or any other articles on board di« 
prizes under his care, which the delay of eftablifhing the 
court of ac^miralty may make liable to perifh, 

I have not yet heard that there has been any trial of the 
prizes carried into Maflachufetts-Bay. This procraftinatioa 
is attended with very bad confequcnces. Some of the veilelsl 
had fitted out are now laid up, the crews being diffatisficd 

that 
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2 that they cannot get their prize-money. I have tired the 
St Congrefs upon this fubjeG: but the importance of it makes 
! me again mention, that, if a fummary way of proceeding is 
I not refolved on, it will be impoffible to get our veflels man- 
f ned. I muft alfo mention to you, fir, that captain Manly 
i and his crew are defirous to know when they may expefl: 
: their part of the value of the ordnance ftores taken laft fall. 
J They are anxious to know what the amount may be. As the 
inventory of that cargo is in the hands of Congrefs, I would 
I humbly fubmit it to them, whether a valuation thereof ihould 
; not be made, and the captors' dividend be remitted them as 
i foon as poflible. It will give them fpirit, and encourage them 
I to be alert in looking out for other prizes. 

Several officers belonging to the regiments raifed in thefe 

j middle colonies inform me that their men (notwithftanding 

j their agreement) begin to murmur at the diftintlion of pay 

i made between them and the regiments from the eaftward. 

i I would be glad that the Congrefs would attend to this in 

j time, left it may get to fuch a pitch as will make it difficult 

I, to fupprefs. They argue that they perform the fame duty, 

. undergo the fame fatigue, and receive five dollars, when the 

eaftern regiments receive fix dollars and two-thirds per 

month. For my own part, I wifli they were all upon the 

fame footing : for, if the Britifli army will not face this way, 

it will be neccfTary to detach a great part of our troops : in 

that cafe, I would, for many reafons, be forry there fhould 

be any diftinftions of regiments that are all in the pay of 

the United Colonics. 

The deficiency of arms (in the New- York regiments ef- 
pecially) is very great. If I am rightly informed, there are 
fcarce as many in colonel Ritzema's regiment as will arm 
one company. — Can the Congrefs remedy this evil ? If they 
can, there fhould not a moment be loft in efFecSing it, as 
our ftrength at prefent is, in reality, on paper only. Should 
we tliink.of difcharging thofe men who are without arms^ 
the remedy would be worfc than the difeafe : for^ bv 

K3 
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ous cxcrlions, I hope arms may be procured ; and I well 
know that the railing men is exceeding ditricult, cfpeciallf 
to be engiged during the continuance of the war, which is 
the footing on which colonel Ritzema's regiment is en- 
gaged. 

j^pnl 26. 1 had wrote thus far before I was honor- 
ed with your favor of the twenty-third in flan t. In obe- 
dience to the order therein contained, I have direfted fii 
regiments more for Cannda, which will embark as foonas 
veflels and other necelTarics can be provided, Xhefe regi- 
ments will be commanded by general Sullivan. I fliall tnxz 
him inftruftions to join the forces in that country under ge- 
neral Thomas, as foon as pofTible. 

With refpeft to fendiiig more troops to that countn,! 
am really at a Icfs what to adviic, as it is impoffible at pre- 
fent to know the defigns of the enomy. Should they fend the 
whole force under general Howe up the river St. Laurence 
to relieve Qn^cbee and recover Camida, the troops gone and 
now going will be infufTicient to ilop their progrefs : and 
(hould they think proper to fend tl.nt or an ecjual force this 
way from Great Britain for tlie pi-rpof.) of pofTcuinT diis 
city and fccuring the navigr/.lnn of liiidfou's river the 
troops left here will not be fufP.t 'w\M to oppoic them : and vet 
for any thing we know, 1 think it r.ot improbable thev nm 
attempt both, — both being cf tiic grca'cCit importance to 
to them, — if they have men. 

I could wifh indeed that the army in Canada fliould be 
more powerfully reinforced : at the faine time I am con- 
fcious that the truRing this important pofl (which is now 
become the grand magazine of America) to the handful 
of men remaining here, is ruiming too great a rifk. The fc- 
curing this poll and Huclfon's river is to us alio of fo great 
importance, that I cannot at prcicnt adviic the fending any 
more troops from hence:— on the contrary, the o-en era] of- 
ficers now here, whom I thoi'.^fnt it my duty to confult 
think it abfolutely nccefliiry to incieafc the army at this 

place 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 135 

place With at leaft ten thoufand men, efpecially whe.n it is 
confidered, that, from this place only, the army in Canada 
mud draw its f applies of ammunition, provifions, and, mod 
probably, of men ; and that all reinforcement^ can be fent 
from hence much eafier than from any other place. — By the 
inclofed return, you will fee the ftate of the army here, and 
that the number of efFcdive men is far (hort of what the 
Congrefs mufl: have expcfted. 

I have found it neceflary to order colonel Dayton's regi- 
ment from New-Jerfey to march as one of the fix to Cana- 
da : wherefore 1 muft recommend it to Congrefs to order 
two companies of one of the regiments flill in Pennfylvania 
to march to Cape-May, which can be done much fooner : 
for, had this deflination of that regiment not taken place, it 
would have been very inconvenient to have detached two 
companies from it to that place ; as the march would (ac- 
cording to lord Stirling's and ether accounts) have been at 
leaft two hundred miles from Amboy, and they muft have 
pafled within twenty miles of Philadelphia, there being no 
prafticable road along the fea-coaft of New-Jerfey for their 
baggage to have pafled. 

Dr. Potts, who is bearer hereof, was, I underftand, ap- 
pointed director of the hofpital for thefe middle colonies ; 
but the army being removed, with the general hofpital, from 
the eaftward, does in courfe fupercede him. He is inclined 
to go to Canada, where he may be very ufeful, if a perfon 
is not already appointed for that department.— -I would 
humbly beg leave to afk the Congrefs whether, in all thefe 
appointments, u would not be beft to have but one chief, to 
whom all the others (hould be fubordinate. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Torkj Jpril 30, 17^6* 

1 MEAN, through you, to do myfelf the honor of 

laying before Congrefs a copy of an addrefs tranfmitted 

tlicm fome time ago by the afTembly of Rhode-Mand, which 

K 4 governor 
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governor Cooke favored mc with in the month of January, 
at the fame time requefting me to iiitereft inyfelf in pro- 
curing a body of forces on the continental eflablifliment, for 
the defence of that colony. I doubt not but the addrcf&aoi 
the fulijc^l: of it have had the attention and conGderationof 
Congrefs before now. But if they ha?c not decided upon Ac 
matter, I would beg leave to mention that I have made inquiry 
into the fituation and condition of the colony, and find ittobe 
as flated in the addrefs ', and, with all deference to the opinioi 
of Congrefs, conceive it highly neceflary and expedient that 
they fliould adopt fome meafures for relieving their diftit^ 
and granting the aid prayed for. The importance of it a 
the chain of the union, — its extenfive fca-coaft, affordio; 
harbors for our ihipping and veflels, at the fame time tt- 
pofing and fubjefting the inhabitants to the ravages and d^ 
predations of our enemies, — the zeal and attachment whidi 
it has fhewn, and which ilill aftuates it, towards the coffl- 
mon caufe, — their incapacity to pay a fufiicient number of 
men for its defence, fhould they be able to furnifii them af- 
ter fo many engaged in other fervices ; — thefe, 'and many 
other rcafons which are too obvious to be mentioned plead 
powerfully for the notice and attention of Congrefs and 
feem to me to claim their fupport. 

Having thus ftated the matter to Congrefs for their confi- 
deration, agreeable to my promife to governor Cooke when 
I had tlie honor of feeing him on my way here, — I fhall leave 
it with tiiem, not doubting but they will duly weigh its im- 
portance, and give fuch afTiftance as they may think reafon- 
able and jull. — What they chiefly wifli for is that the troops 
they have raifed may be taken into continental pay and 
commanding ofTicers appointed by Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. q^ -^y. 



SiRi 
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'. Sir, New^Torky May 5, 1 7 76, 

i, I AM honored with your favor of the thirtieth ulti- 

^ mo, and obferve what Congrcfs have done refpefling die 
^ (cttlement of the payn:>after*s accounts. This feems cxpe- 
^ pedient, as he is out of office, and, I am certain, will be at- 
j tended with but little if any difficulty 5 nothing more being 
, neccflary, than to compare the warrants with his debits, and 
the receipts he has given, with his credits. I wilh every 
other fettlenvent as eafy, and that a committee was appoint- 
ed to examine and audit the accounts upon which the war- 
rants are founded, particularly thofe of the quarter-mafter 
and commiflary generals. They are long and of high 
amount, confifting of a variety of charges,— of courfe more 
intricate, — and will require time and an extraordinary degree 
of attention to adjuH and liquidate in a proper manner. — 
Upon this fubjeft, I did myfelf the honor to write you a 
confiderable time ago. 

Having had feveral complaints from the officers in the 
caftern regiments who have been and are engaged in recruit- 
ing, about the expenfe attending it, and for which they have 
never yet been allowed any thing, though the officers in 
thefe governments have, as I am informed, — I fhall be glad 
to know whether the allowance of ten (hillings, granted to 
the officers for every man enlifted, by the refolve of Con- 
grefs in [^January]^ is general and indifcriminate, or con- 
fined to the middle diilricis. — If general, muft I have retro- 
fpefl: to the time of the refolve, and pay for the fervices 
fince, or only for future enliftments ? 

In a letter I wrote to Congrcfs the twenty-fifth of Decem- 
ber, I inclofed one I had received from Jacob Bailey, efquire, 
about opening a road from Newbury to Canada. I have re- 
ceived another of the fifteenth ultimo : and, from his account 
and the intelligence I have from others upon inquiry, I have 
no doubt of the pra£licability of the meafure ; and am well 
informed that the diftance will be confiderably fliortened, in- 

fomuch 
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fomurh that our people going from any part of the New- 
England governments eailwanl of Connc£Hcut-river, toCa- 
nada^ or returning from thence home, will perform tBdr 
inarch in five or fix days lefs time than by coming or goinj 
any way now ufcd. Add to this that the road may be fo con- 
ducted (as it is faid) as to go to the river Miffifque, froa 
whence the water-carriage to St. John's is good, except forty 
odd miles, — or be carried fo far to the northward, as to kc^ 
clear of the lakes altogether, and afford an cafv pafs intD 
Canada at all fcafons. The advantage refulting from t 
route being fo great and important, I have advanced colonel 
Bailey two hundred and fifty pounds to begin with, and di- 
refled him to execute his plan. No doubt it will requires 
confiderable advance to accompllfn it : but that will be fooD 
funk. The expenfe faved, by taking ofr fix days' pay and 
provifions from the fokliers returning to the eaftern go- 
vernments at ihe expiration of this campaign, will be almoft 
if not more than equal to the charge incurred in opening it 
If not,— as in all probability there will be often a neceffitT 
for fending detachments of our troops to Canada from thofe 
governments, and for others to return, it will foon be re- 
paid. 

By a letter from general Sch'uvier, of the twenty -feventh 
ultimo, I find general Thompfon and his brigade were at 
Albany ; — ^general Sullivan with the lall (except three or four 
companies of colonel Wayne's regiment, not yet come) is 
embarked and gone, and probably will be foon there. I 
am apprchcnfive, from general Schuyler's account, tliat they 
will not proceed with the wifhecl-for expedition, owing to a 
difficulty in getting teams and provetiiler lor cattle neceffary 
to carry their baggage, and a fc.iVcity of batteaux at die 
lakes for fo large a number, though he is taking the utmoft 
pains to procure them. Should they be flopped for any 
time, it will be exceedingly unfortunate, as their going from 
hence has weakened us here much, and cur army in Canada 
will not be ftrengthened. 

I have 
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I have fent with the laft brigade fixty barrels of powder, 
and other (lores and intrenching tools, a fupply being afked 
for ; alfo the chain for a boom at the narrows of Richelieu, 
and the three boxes of money brought by Mr. Hanfon ; and 
have wrote to general Schuyjer to have the boom fixed as 
foon as poflible. — ^The commiflary too has forwarded about 
eight hundred barrels of pork, and is in expe£lation of a 
further quantity from Conne£l:icut, which will go on with- 
out (lopping here. 

As the magazine from whence the northern and eaftern 
armies will occafionaliy receive fupplies of powder will pro- 
bably be here, and our (lock is low and inconfiderable, being 
much reduced by the fixty barrels fent to Canada, I fhall be 
glad to have a quantity immediately forwarded. Our (lores 
fhould be great : for if the enemy make an attack upon the 
town, or attempt to go up the North-river, the expenditure 
will be very conGderable. Money too is much wanted: — 
the regiments that are paid have only received to the fird of 
April, except thofe of Pennfylvania and Jerfey which are 
gone to Canada : they are paid to the lad of April. By a 
letter from general Ward, I find his ched is jud exhauded ; 
the money v/hich was left with him for the payment of the 
five regiments at Bodon and Beverly being almod expended 
by large draughts in favor of the commiflary and quarter- 
mader, and in fitting out the armed veflels. 

I v.'ould here a(k a quedion, to wit, whether, as Mr. War- 
ren's commiflion is fuperceded by Mr. Palfrey's appointment, 
it will not be necelTary to fix upon fome perfon to pay the 
troops there : or are the payments to go through his hands? 
— He does not incline to do any thing in the adair without 
the dire6tion of Congrefs. 

1 have inclofcd you a return of the lad brigade detached, 
and alfo of the forces remaining here. And as it is a mat- 
of much importance to know the whole of our drength from 
time to time, and to fee it at one view, for regulating our 
movements with propriety, I wi(h it were a direClion from 

CongreCi 
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Congrefs to the commanding officers in the different diftricl> 
to make niontlily returns to the commander-in-chief of the 
continental army, of the ftatc of the troops in their depart- 
ments, and aJfo of the military (lores. Such dircciion will 
probably make them more attjentive than they othcnrife 
would be. — I could not get a return of the army in Canai 
all lad year. 

1 beg leave to lay before Congrefs a copy of the proccd- 
ings of a court-martial upon lieutenant * * ♦ * of the ft- 
cond regiment, and of his defence, — which I fliould not 
have troubled them with, had I not conceived the cottrfi 
fentence, upon the fafts (laced in the proceedings, of afifr 
gular nature, to be by no means adequate to the enormity of 
his offence, and to be of exceeding dangerous and pemicioos 
tendency. Upon thefe principles I thought it mydutfto 
tranfmit the proceedings to them, in order that they ma' 
form fuch a judgment upon the fadls (lated> as they ma 
conceive right and juft, and advancivc of the public good-- 
At the fame time I would mention to Congrefs that I think 
it of material confequence that they fhouJd pafs a refolvc, 
cutting oiF the right of fuccefiion in the miliu-jyy Jij,^ from 
one rank to another, which is clnimed by many upon the 
happening of vacancies, — (upon which principle this offence 
feems to have originated in a great nicafure, and the extraor- 
dinary judgment in this inftancc to be founded) declaring 

that no fucceffion or promotion can tiike place upon any va- 
cancy, without a continental commiifion giving and autho- 
rifing it. It is of much confequence to check and entirely 
fupprefs this opinion and claim, which is becoming too pre- 
valent, and has an obvious tendency to introduce mutiny 
and diforder ; — or, if they conceive the claim gcod, and that 
it fliould take place, that they will declare it fo, that the 
point may be fettled aiid known in future. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. q^ ^ 



Sir, 
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Sir, NeW'Tork^May StiT]^.. 

I HAVE fo often and fo fully communicated my want 
of arms to Congrefs, that I ihould not have given them the 
trouble of receiving another letter upon this fubjeft at this 
time, but for the particular application of colonel Wayne of 
Pennfylvania, who has pointed out a method by which he 
thinks they may be obtained. 

In the hands of the committee of fafety at Philadelphia^ 
there are, according to colonel Wayne's account, not Icfs 
than two or three thoufand (land of arms for provincial ufc. 
From hence he thinks a number might be borrowed by Con- 
grefs, provided they are replaced with continental arms as 
they are brought into the magazine in that city. At a crifis 
fo important as this, fuch a loan might be attended with the 
mod fignal advantages, — while the dcfcncelefs ftate of the 
regiments, if no relief can be had, may be produGivc of 
fatal confequences. 

To give Congrefs fome idea of our fituation with refpcft 
to arms — (and juftice to my own charafter requires that it 
(hould be known to them, although the world at large will 
form their opinion of our ftrength from numbers, without 
attending to circumftances) — it may not be amifs to inclofe 
^ a copy of a return which I received a few days ago from the 
forts in the Highlands, and add, that, by a report from colo- 
nel Ritzema's regiment, of the twenty-ninth ultimo, there 
appeared to be only ninety-feven firelocks and feven bayonets 
belonging thereto ; and that all the regiments from the eaft- 
ward arc deficient from twenty to fifty of the former. Four 
of thofe companies at the fortifications in the Highlands be- 
long to colonel Clinton's regiment: but in what condition 
the refidue are on account of arms, and how colonel Wyn- 
koop's men are provided, I cannot undertake to fay, but zm 
told, moft miferably; as colonel Dayton's of New-Jerfcf 
and colonel Wayne's of Pennfylvania alfo are. This^ fo 
a true though melancholy defcription of out (kaatiof 
9 
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propriety therefore of keeping arms in (lore *;rhcn men in I 
aftual pay are in want of them, ami who (it is to bcpre- 
fumed) will, as they ought, bear the heat and burden of 
the day, is fubmittcd witli all due deference to the fuperior 
judgment of others. 

I cannot, by all the inquiries I have been able to inak» I 
learn what number of arms have been taken from the tories, 
where they lie, or how they are to be got at. The com- 
mittee of fafety for this colony have allured me that no ex- 
ertions of theirs (hall be wanting to procure arpis : but our I 
fufferings in the mean while may prove fatal, as men without 
are in a manner ufelefs. I have therefore thoughts of em- 
ploying an agent whofe fole bufinefs it fhall be to ride 
through the middle and interior parts of thefe governments, 
for the purpofe of buying up fuch arms as the inhabitants ' 
may incline to fell, and are fit for ufe. 

The deGgns of the enemy are too much behind the cur- 
tain for me to form any accurate opinion of their plan of 
operations for the fummer's campaign. We are left to wan- 
der therefore in the field of conje6lure : and as no place (all 
its confequences confidered) fcemcd of more importance in 
the execution of their grand plan, tlian poiTeffing themfelves 
of Hudfon's river, I thought it advifable to remove with the 
continental army to this city fo foon as the king's troops 
evacuated Bofton. But if Congrefs, from their knowledge, 
information, or belief, think it bell for the general good of 
the fervice that I Ihould go to the northward or elfewhere, 
they are convinced, I hope, that they have nothing more to 
do than fignify their commands. — With the greateft re- 
fpe£l, I have the honor to be, &c. Q. W. 



Sir, New-Tor kj May 7, 17^6. 

AT a quarter after feven this evening, I received by 

cxprefs a letter from Thomas Culhing, efquirc, chairman of 

a committee of the honorable general court, covering one 

to 



B 
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to them from the committee of Salem ; copies of which I 
I do myfelf the honor to lay before Congrefs, that they may' 
y judge of the intelligence contained therein, and direSt fuch 
^^ xneafures to be taken upon the occafion as they may think 

proper and neceflary. 
J • I would obferve, that, fuppofing captain Lee's account to 
^ be true in part, I think there mull be a miftakc either in the 
- number of troop? or the tranfport {hi()S. If there arc no 
more Ihips than what are mentioned, it is certain there can- 
, not be fo many troops Of this, however, Congrefs can 
judge as well as myfelf; and I fubmit to them, whether, 
upon the whole of the circumftances, and the uncertainty of 
their deftination (if they were feen at all), they chufe that 
any forces (hall be detached from hence, as they will fec^ 
from the returns tranfmitted yefterday, that the number of 
mtn now here is but fmall and inconfiderable ; and (what is 
to be regretted) no fmall part of thefe without arms* — ^Per- 
haps, by dividing and fubdividing our force too much, wc 
{hall have no one poft fuflSfiently guarded. 
' . I fhall wait their direftion ; and, whatever their order is^ 
(hall comply with it as foon as pofBble. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S. I have by the fame exprefs a letter from general 
Ward, containing a fimilar account to that from the Salem 
committee, and by way of captain Lee. 

'Should the commiffioners arrive that are mentioned, how 
are they to be received and treated ?— I wifh the dirediionof 
Congrefs upon the fubjeft, by return of the bearer. 



Sir, New^Torky May 11, 1776* 

1 AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors 
of the fourth and feventh inftant with their feveral inclo- 
fures, and am exceedingly glad, that, before the refolution 
refpefting lieutenant-colonel Ogden came to hand, I had 
ordered liim to join his regiment, and had quelled a difa- 

greeablc 
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grccablc fpirit both of mutiny and defertiou^ which Ul 
t.iken place and feemed to be rifing to a great degree incofrl 
fequence of it. In order to efFea it, I had the rtgimotl 
paraded, and ordered two more at the fame time under msM 
convinced them of their error and ill condu£t, and obtaiixl| 
a promife for tlieir good behavior In future. Xo fudi oil 
the men as had abfconded I gave pardons, on their aflurancal 
to return to their duty again. 

In my letter of the fifth inftant which I had the honor flll 
addrcffing you, I mentioned to Coiigrefs the refradiory aail 
mutinous conduct of lieutenant ****©£ the fecondI^I 
giment, and laid before them a copy of the proceedings rf J 
court-martial upon him, and of his defence, neith a rictl 
that fuch meafurcs might be adopted as they fhould thiakl 
adequate to his crime. — I would now beg leave to infornl 
them, that, fince then, he has appeared fenfible of his mitl 
conduft ; and having made a written acknowledgment of Iris I 
offence, and begged pardon for it (as by the inclofed copfl 
will appear), I thought it bed to releafe him from his con- 1 
finement, and have ordered him to join his regiment; whidi 
1 hope vi'lll meet their approbation, and render any determi- 
nation, as to Iiim, unnccclTury ; — obferving at the fame time | 
that I have endeavored, and, I flatter myfelf, not inefftc- 
tually, to fupport their authority, and a due fubordination in ■ 
the army, I have found it of importance and highly expe- ! 
dient to yield many points in facft, without feeming to have 
done it,— and tliis, to avoid bringing on a too frequent dil- 
cuffion of matters, which, in a political view, ought to be 
kept a little behind the curtain, and not be made too much 
the fubjefts of difquifition. — Time only can eradicate and 
overcome cuftoms and prejudices of long ftanding : they 
mud be got the better of, by flow and gradual advances. 

I would here take occafion to fuggeft to Congrefs (not 
wifliing or meaning of myfelf to affume the fmalleft degree 
of power in any inftance) the propriety and neceflity of 
having their fentiments refpeding the filling up the va- 
cancies 
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dittcies and iffuitif^ commiffions to officers) efpccially to thofe 

ttlider the rank ot field officers* Had t literally complied 
2 with the ditcaions given tipon this fubjefl: when I firft en* 

l^ged in the ferviee» and which'! conceived to be fuperceded 

^ b)F ^ fubfequent refolve for forming the atmy npon the pre« 

° fent cftablifhrncntj I muft^havc employed one clerk fot no 

* other bufinefs than ifluing warrants of appobtmenti atid 

^' iJSTing information to Congrefs for their confirmation or re* 

liifal* It being evident from the neceffity of the thing^'that 
'' diere will be frequent changes and vacancies in officCi from 
^ death and a variety of other Caufes^ I now fubmit it to them, 
^ ttnd pray their dire£tion whether I am to purfue that mode 

* and all the ceremonies attending it) or to be at liberty to fill 
' 1^ and grant commifllions at once to fuch as may be fit and 
- proper perfons to fucceed. * ♦ ♦ 

■• Before I have Jone, with the utmoft deference and refpeft 

• I would beg leave to remind Congrefs of my former letters 
' and applications refpeding the appointment of proper per* 
i fons to fupcfintend and take dire£tion of fuch prifoners at 
b have already fallen and will fall into' our hands in the courfc 
;' of the warj-^being fully convinced, that, if there were per* 
ie. fons appointed who would take the whole management of 
t ihem under their care, the continent would fave a confider* 
i able funi of money by it, and the prifoners be better treated 
i and provided with real necefiaries than they now are ;— and 
r! jfhall take the liberty to add that ^ it appears to me a matter 
f of much importance, and worthy of confideratlon, that par- 
( licular and proper places of fecurity ihould be fixed on and 
I eflabiiihed in the interior parts of the different governments 
( for their reception. 

Such cftablifliments are agreeable to the praftice and ufagc 
; of the Englifti and other nations, and are founded on prin* 
ciplcs of neceffity and public utility. The advantages which 
will arife from them arc obvious and many :— Ilhall only 
mention two or three. — ^Thcy will tend much to prevent . 
cfcapcs (which arc difficult to, efteft when the public is once 

Voj,. !• i. advcrtifcd 
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advcrtifcd that the prifoners are reftcained to a fewthtdl 
and well-known placcsy and not permitted to go fccil 
thence), and the more ingenious among them fram difie» 
nating and fpreiading their artful and pernicious intripB 
iind opinions tlirgughout the country, which would inflooB 
tlu: weaker and wavering part of mankindj and meet 
but too favorable a hearing. Further, it will be lefs in U 
power CO join and afliit our enemies in cafes of inyzGotifd 
will give us an opportunity always to know, from theik 
turns of thofc appointed to fuperixitcnd them^ what numta 
we have in poflcflion, the force fufBcient to check and ftf f 
prefs their hoftile views in times of emergency, and thc0> 
penfes neccflary for their maintenance and fupport. Man; 
other reafons might be adduced to prove the neceffitrafli 
expediency of the meiifurc: — 1 fliall only fubjoin onemoifi' 
and then have done on the fubjedl^ — which is, that manTfliI 
the towns where prifoners have been already fent^ not hthl 
ing convenience for or the means of keeping them, compbii 
they arc burdenfome 3 and have become carclefs, inattenm 
and altogether indiflFerent whether they efcape or not ' ul 
thofc of them tliat are reftrided to a clofer confinement 
(the llnntcj of jail) are ncgledcd, and not treated with tbn 
care and re\^.ird which Coiigrefs \vi(h. 

I have not rccoivcd iiirjiit^r intclllgTiicc of the Germatt 
troops fince my Jcttev of tlu; i* vcnrh iullant, coverinir Mr. 
Cuihlng's difpatchcs. But, Icfl rhc account of their coniii« 
{hould be true, may it nol- t)f. advlfablc and good policy to 
raife feme companies of v^a' (Jcmians to fend amone them 
when they arrive, for exrlting a fpirit of difaffeaion and 
defertlonr— If a few foi:fihIc and trully fellows could «t 
With them, I fliould think they would have great weieht and 
influence with the common loldiery, who certainly have no 
enmity towards us, having received no injury nor caufe of 
quarrel from us. Tiie mcafure having occurred, and ap* 
pcafing to me expedient, I thought it prudent to mention it 
for the confideration of Congrcfs. 

Having 
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; Having teqeiTed a letter from general Ward, advlfihg that 
Ilo^rdii have accepted his reGgnatioii^ and praying to be 
'iBi^cycdf^md it being necefiary that a general officer (hould 
K lent to take the command of the troops at'Bofton, efpe« 
Hally if the army (hould arrive which is talked off and which 
!pllie confidet as a probable event,-^! muft beg leave to re« 
:omniend to Congrefs the appointment of fo'ine brigadier* 
|etieralS)not having x^pre here (nor fo many at this time) 
Jiaa^ase eflential to the government and conducing the 
Epffccsuad. the works that, are carrying on. Generals Sul- 
livaa and Thompfon being ordered to Canada, I cannot 
fpar&one inore general officer from hence widbout injuring 
the fervice greatly, and leaving the army here without a fuf«» 
jficient number* 

I Having frequent applications from the committee of fafety 
I and others, about an exchange of prifoners, and not having 
authority to purfue any other mode in this inftance, than 
that marked out by a refolve of Congrefs fome confidcrable 
time ago, I hope they will pardon me when I wi(h them to 
take under confideration fuch parts of my letter of the 
twenty-fecond ultimo as relate to this fubjed^ and for 
their determination upon it. I- (hall then have it in my 
power to give exploit and fatisfa^lory anfwers to thofe who 
fliall apply.-— I am, fir, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Tork, May 15, I776. 

SINCE my laft of the eleventh inftant which I had 
the honor to addrefs you, nothing of moment or importance 
has occurred; and the principal defign of this is to ,com« 
municate to Congrefs the intelligence I received laft night 
from general Schuyler by a letter of the tenth, refpeding 
the progrcfs of our troops in getting towards Canada, not 
doubting of their impatience and anxiety to hear of it and 
of every thing relating to the expedition. For their more 
particular information and fatisfa£lion, I have done myfelf 

La . the 
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the pleafure to extraif^ the rubftance of his letter on tU 
head, which is a» follows: — " that p:eneral Thompfoiii val 
the lad of his bri^rndc, on the morning of tuefday ie'mugbi 
embarked at Fort<-Georgc ; and, in the evening of the 
day, general Sullivan arrived at Albany ^ — that he had ordff 
cd an additional number of carpenters to aflift in buIUai 
boats ; who, fmifhing eight every day, would have a hmidRi 
and ten complete by the twenty-firil, before w^ich he 
fearful die lail of genera! Sullivan's brigade could not 
bark}— that they would carry thirty men each, befidestk 
baggage, ammunition, and intrenching tools." ♦ » « 
- He alfo informs, ** that the fixty barrels of powder I 
arrived, and would be forwarded that day ;— -that the M 
regiment of general Sullivjin's brigade marched that torn 
ing; and that the intrenching tools and about fix hun<tKi| 
barrels of pork were alfo gone on •,-— that he cannot pel 
fend more than half of ihe tliree hundred thoufand doibsl 
Into Canada (being greatly in debt on the public accouA 
and the creditors exceedingly clnmorous and importuntf 
for payment), which fum he hopes will be fufficient tilltk 
Canadians agree to take our pnpcr currency, to which M 
are much averfe, »fid of which he is exceedingly doubtful r 
tliat he had got the chain, and would forward^ rt that daytt 
gefncral Arnold, with orders to fix it at the rapids of Rich^ 
lieu." He adds " that he had reviewed general Sullifan'i 
brigade in profence of about two hundred and fixty IndiaiKi 
who were greatly pleafcd with the order and regularity c( 
the troops, and furprifed at the number, which, the toric* 
had induftrioufly propagated, confided only of three comns' 
flics, and that they were kept always wiilking the ftreets,t^ 
mduce them to believe their number was much greater thtf 
it really was/* 

I have inclofed a copy of general Schuyler's infl;ru£tioi» 
to James Price, efquire, deputy commifTary-gcncral, for 
tlie regulation of his conduft in that department, which I 
received laft night, and which general Schuyler reoucftrf 
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^to forward you. — ^1 alfo beg leave to lay before' Congrcls 
^ copy of a letter from Samuel Stringeri dire£tor of one of 
^ht hofpitalsj purporting an applieation for m increafe of 
rfurgcons*- mates, &c, an eftimate of which is alfo irtclofed; 
j^nd fubmit it to them, what number muft be fent from 
rhence or got elfewhere. It is highly probable that many 
ixncxre will be wanted in Canada than are already there, on 
i«ccount of the late augmentation of the army : but I thought 
St. moft advifable to make his rcquifition known to Cvrjgrefs^ 
sand to take their order and direftion upon it.— As to the 
anedicines, I fhall fpeak to Dr. Morgan (not yet arrived) a3 
^oon as he comes, and order him to forward fuch as may be 
jneceflary and can be poilibly fpared. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



• SlJLf • New-Torky May 1 7, ^776,^ 

I THIS moment received by exprefs from general 
'Schuyler an account of the melancholy profped and reverfe of 
^ur affairs in Canada : and prefuming that the letters whicb 
accompany this will give Congr^fs full information upon the 
fubje£l, I (hall only, add that general Schuyler, In pwrfuanca 
of orders from the honorable commiffioners, has dire^ed 
brigadier'-general Sullivan to halt his brigade ; as a further 
reinforcement (on account of the fcarcity of provifions) 
vrould not relieve, but contribute greatly to diftrefs our troops 
already in Canada. Before he received thefe orders, all the 
ibrigade, except Dayton's and Wayne's regiments, had left 
Albany: but 1 fuppofe be will be able to ftop their mardi. 

By my letter of the fifteenth, Congrefe will perceive the 
quantity of pork already gone from herice : and thi^ com« 
miffary has aflured me that he will forward a farther fupply 
^ foon as it can be poffibly colle<Sted. I had alfo directed 
five tons of lead to be fent tp general Schuyler for the Ca- 
nada expedition, before I received this unfortunate account ; 
which was as much as could be fpared flor the profent (our 

L3 ft«K» 
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(lock being inconfiderabk in proportion to the demanli 
may reafonablj cxpeCt for it] ; and (hall do ercty A»ng iij 
power to relieve our afiairs from their prefent diftidUl 
melancholy ficuation in that quarters which occon ttl 

and appears ncceflary. 

I am alfo to acknowledge the receipt of your favortrfi 
tenth and tliirteeath inftant, with their ieveral 
The money, accompanying the latter, came to the ] 
ter'8 he.nds fafe.-—-! have the honor to be> &c. 



Sir, New^lTori^ May \%^ IJ 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit to you thei 
clofed letters and papers I received this morning in the tel 
they now are, which contain fundry matters of intelligetttl 
of the moft interefting nature. As the confideratioo ' 
them may lead to important confequences and the adopttil 
of feveral meafures in the miilitary line, I have thought \ 
advifable for general Gates to attend Congrefs — (he villi 
low to-»morrow, and fatisfy> and explain to them ioisat poistti 
they may wifh to be informed of in the courfe of their ddhl 
berations) —not having an opportunity at this time to fubokl 
my thoughts to them upon thefe interefting accounts. 

I have the honor to be, &c, q. .^,1 



SlR» l^eW'Yorky Afay ig, iyy6i 

THIS will be delivered you by general Gates wfco 
fets out to-day for Congrefs, agreeable to my letter of yet 
terday< I have committed to him the heads of fun4ry mat- 
ters to lay before Congrefs for their confideratioD, whichi 
from the interefting intelligence contained in my li^ft^ ap< 
pear to me of the utmoft importance^ and to demand their 
moft early and ferious attention. 

Senfible that I have omitted to fet down many thinss nc* 
ocff^ry, and which probably, when deliberating, they wiB 

wifh 
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cb tviOi to be acquainted with/<— and not conceiving myielf atli- 
Eft bcity to depart from my poll (though to attend, them) with- 
t i out their previous approbation, — ^I have requefted general 
0X 6ate9 to fubjoin fuch hints of his own, as he may appre* 

hend material. His military experience and intimate ac- 
^ quaintance with tde fituation of our affairs will enable him 
ij . tt> give Congrefs the fulleft fatisfa^ljon about the meafurcs 
2^ lieceiTary to be adopted at this alarming crifis ; and, with 

bis zeal and attachment to tl>e caufe of America, have a 

cla^m to their notice and favors. 

When Conjzrefs (hall have come to a determina^t^n on 
, 5 the fubjeft of this letter, and fuch parts of my former letters 

as have not been determined on, you will be pleafed to 

hpnor me with the refult. — I am, fir, &c. G. W. 



' Sir, NeW'forky May 20, 1776. 

YOUR favor of the fixtcenth, with feveral refolu- 
tions of Congrefs therein inclofed, I had not the honor to re- 
ceive till laft night. Before the receipt, I did not think myfelf 
at liberty to wait on Congrefs, although I wiftied to do it ; 
^tid therefore the more readily confented to general Gates*s 
attendance, as I knew there were many matters which 
could be better explained in a perfonal interview than in 
whole volumes of letters. He accordingly fet out for Phil- 
adelphia yefterday morning, and muft have been too far 
advanced oh his journey (as he propofed expedition) to be 
overtaken. 

I fliall, if I can fettle fome matters which are in agitation 
with the provincial Congrefs here, follow to-morrow or next 
day ; and therefore, with every fentiment of regard, attach-^ 
ment, and gratitude to' Congrefs for their kind attention to 
the means which they think may be conducive to my health, 
and with particular thanks' to you for the politenefs of youic. 
invitation to your houfe, conclude, dear fir, your mod oj?^- 
dlent^ &c* • ^ G. W/ 

L4 
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Sir, Philadelphia^ June 3, r)7i 

I HAVE perured the petition preferred by the b 
dependent corps of Boflon, and beg leave, through jom 
to inform Congrefs that the five regiments there are O' 
tremely deficient in arms, as are many other regimentt ii 
contipental pay; and fubmit it to their conAderadoOi 
whether any part of the arms lately taken, under thefe cii< 
cumdances, fhould be delivered to the gentlemen applpf 
for them;— determining at the fame timC) that whatever d^ 
eifion they come to will be agreeable to me, and be Htenll| 
complied with, by, fir, your moft obedient, &c« G. Wi| 



Sir, New-Torky yune 7, 1776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to inform Congrefs that I «• 
rived here yefterday afternoon about one o'clock, and fomri 
all in a ftate of peace and quiet. I had not time to view die 
works carrying- on, and thofe ordered to be begun when I 
went away j but have reafon to believe, from the report of 
fuch of the general and pthcr officers as I had the pleafiwc 
to fee, that they have been profecuted and forwarded with 
all poffihle diligence and difpatch. 

I am much concerned for the fi tuation of our affairs in Ca« 
tiada, and am fearful, ere this, it is much worfe than was 
firft reported at Philadelphia. The intelligence from thence, 
in a letter from captain Wilkinfon of the fecond regiment, 
to general Greene, is truly alarming. It not only confirms 
the account of colonel Biddle and major Sherburne's defeat, 
but feems to forebode general Arnold's, with the lofs of 
Montreal-— I have inclofed a copy of the letter^ which will 
but too well fliew that there is foundation for my apprchen- 
fions. ' 

On wednefday evening I received an exprefs from general 
Schuyler, with fundry papers refpefting fir John Johnftofli 
which I have not time to copy, as the poll is jufl going off| 

but 
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but will 4p myfelf the honor o£ tranlmittlng you as (oon-^, JL 
y poffibly can. . . . i .: . 

^1 J3efore I left Philadelphia, I employed a perfon to fuper« 
^ iutend the buildmg of the gondolas which Congrefs had re« 
^ folved on for this place. He is arrived, and all things fceni^ • 
IM to be in a proper channel for facilitating the work: but 
1^ when they are done^ we (hall be in niuch want of gunsj^ 
jM having never received any of thdfe taken by conunodorc 
;„ Hopkins. 

^ Be pieafed to mentien me to Congrefs with the utmoft rc-^ 
^ fycSt ; and I am, fir, with every fentiment of regard and 

<fteem> your and their moil obedient fervant, G» W« 

P. S. I this minute received your favor of the fifth in« 

ftant.-<-I am in need of commifiions, and beg Congrefs ta 
'. point out precifely the line I am to purfue in filling them 

up. This I mentioned in my letter of the eleventh ultimo. 

«-«-I am much pleafed at the fortunate captures, and the ge-^ 

nerous condu^i of the owners and malters, for the tender of, 

the money to Congrels. 



Sir, JuneZ, 1776, 

IN my letter of yefterday which I had the honor of 
addrefiing you, and which was defigned.to have gone by» 
poft, but wa$ prevented by hb departure before the ufual 
time, I mentioned my having received by exprefs a letter and 
fundry papers from general Schuyler, refpe£king fir Joha 
Johndon, copies of which I herewith tranfinit you for your 
infpecliion and peruial. They will (hew you what meafurei- 
were jplanned and attempted for apprehending him, and (!>^ 
curing ^he Scotch Highlanders in Tryon county. 

Having heard that the troops at Bolton are extremely uo- 
ecify and almoft mutinous for want of pay (feveral months 
being npw due), I muft take the liberty, to repeat a queftiont 
contained in my letter of the fifth ultimo,-*^* what xnq^ff- 
i$ to be purfued refpt£ting it ? whether is money to be Cci^ 

from 
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from hence by die pajmaller-generali or feme peribn fdor* 
dinate to him to be appointed there for that purpofe ?-Iq- 
peAed fome dire£tion would have been given in dui » 
ftance, long ere this, from what was contained in ]ronn» 
companying (or about the time of) the laft remittance. I 
piefume it has been omitted by reafon of the mukiplicitjoi 
important bufinefs before Congrefst 

In perufing the feveral refolves you honored me with wba 
at Philadelphia and fince my return, I find one allo^g i 
chief engineer for the army in a feparate department. Ih 
Imice reqviring many of them, I wifli Congrefs, if dkej 
know any perfons (killed in this bufinefs, tirould appoint 
diem. General Schuyler has frequently applied, and fog- 
gefted the neceffity of having fome in Canada.*— I myfdl 
know of none. 

I alfo find there is a refolve of the third of June for 
taking Indians into the fervice, which, if literally conftmed) 
confines them -to that in Canada.--Is that the meaning (tf 
Congrefs, or that the commander4n-chief may order didr 
fervice to any place he may think nccefTary ? 

In rcfpeft to the eftablifhing exprcflfes between the fevcral 
continental pods,— who is to do it ? — the refolve does not 
fey. — Is it expcSed by Congrefs that 1 fhould ? — Whoever 
the work is afligncd to, I think, fhould execute it with the 
litrooft difpatch. The late imperfeft and contradiftory ac- 
counts refpefting our defeat at the Cedars ftrongly point 
Out the neceility there is for it. No intelligence is yet come 
from any officer in command there (and moft probably for 
want of a proper channel to convey it), though this misfor- 
tune happened fo long ago. 

When 1 had the honor of being in Congrefs, if I mxftake 
not, I heard a refolve read, or was told of one, allowing the 
New- York troops the fame pay as others in the continental 
fervice. ' This, if any fuch, I do not find j and if there is not 
Cath a one, I (hall be under fome embarraflment, how to p;»y 
ihr militia to be provided by this province; The refolve pro- 
viding 
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, irUlng them fays they are to be paid» while in icrviccf aa 
other troops are« But if thofe enlifted heretofore in this 
Iproytnce are to receive according to the firft eftablilhmentj il 
is a matter of doubti what the militia are to have. 
. Before this comes to hand, a hand-bill, containing an ac* 

' count of arvi^hMry gained by general Arnold over the party 
that had defeated colonel fiiddle and major Sherburne^ will 
moft probably have reached you. I have inquired into the 
authenticity of this fortunate report, and have found there 
is no dependence to be put in it ; nor do 1 believe it deferr* 
ing of the lead credit. I fliall be happy not to hear the p^ 
verfe.-**! have the honor to be, &c. Gw W. 

p. S. If Congrefs have come to any refolution about aa 
allowance to induce men to re-enlift, you will pleafe to ia* 
vor me with it, as the time the rifle regiment is engaged for 
is juft expired. 

As the militia will be coming in, and they will be in much 
need of coverings pleafe to have all the tents, and cloth pro* 
per for making them^ that can be procured, forwarded as 
ibon as poifible. 



SxKj New-Torkj Jun$ ^ X776* 

I WAS honored yefterday with your favor of the ft- 
venth, with its indofures. When Dr. Potts arrives, I Ihatt 
order him to Canada or Lake^George, al may appear moft 
proper. It is certainly necefiary that he or Dr. Stringer 
ihould go to the former.— -The refolve refpeding general 
Woofter's recall I will immediately tranfinil him, with di» 
refiions to repair hither without delay. , 

The fituation of our afiairy in Canada, as ftportcil by th0 
honorable commiffioners, is truly alarming i and I am fiwy 
that my Opinion of the ill confequences rcfulting Ifom tl|e 
ihort enliftment of the army (hould be but tog netl cm* 
firmed by the experience they have had of the want of dif* 
eipline and order in our foldiery th^* Thit inducci me 

^ain 
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again to wifli Congrefs to determine on a liberal allovance 
to engage the troops already in fcrvice to re-enlift fori 
longer period, or during the continuance of the war: nor 
can I forbear exprt fling my opinion of the propriety of keep. 
ing the military chcil alway:; fiipplied with money, as erBs 
of the mod interefUng nature are often proiluced for waH 
of a regular payment of troops.— The negledl makes tlien 
impatient and uncafy. 

I am much furprifcd at the fcarcity of provifions theie, 
particularly of flour ; as, from feveral accounts I had re* 
ceivedfrom thencci I. was led to expe£t that confiderabk 
iupplies of that article could be procured there. That m 
misfortunes may not become greater, I have inhrote to tk 
eomAiiflary to forward more provifionS} in additipn to thcA 
already (cnt. 

An adjutant and quarter- mader-general are indifpenfaUf 
neosflary, wkh aififtants. The money faved to the continent 
by their non-appointmtnt will be bat fmall and trifliogi 
when put in competition with the lob for want of theffi. 
Colonel Fleming, who acted in the former oapacity under 
general Montgomery, is now here : but his indifpoHtion is 
fuch as to>render him unfit, at this time, for the poft :— ^it 'u 
an Important one, and requires vigor and adtivity to dif- 
charge the duties of it. He will be of much fcrvice to 
colonel .Reed» the bu/inefs of whofe office will incrcafe con- 
iiderably by the augmentation of the army. 

It will be nccefl'ary, too, that the conimiflarics in Canadai 
and tlie deputy quarter-maftcr-generals, fliould have feveral 
aOytants and clerks; nor do I think a precife number can 
be fixed on, as a variety of circumftances may and muft ot> 
cuiTi to toidcr the number, efl'ential for doing the bufmefs in 
thufc departments, greater or lefs at different times. It 
will be better, I apprehend, to leave it indefinite, and with 
power, lA. the commanding ofTicer to allow fuch as may be 
wanted. . » 

I am fkiU.io tlie dark, .how the unfortunate aiHiir ended at 

tli« 



» 
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1^, llffe Cedars, or on what terms the firrtender was fAadc, M 
51 the laft letter from the commilTioners has reference to a 
I, ^ former, and mentions an agreement entered Into, M^hich I 
^ have not feen : but I know of it more than I could wifh. 

1 have received from Providence, in confequence of Mr« 

., Morris's order, as chairman of the fecret committee of Con- 

gfefs," two hundred and thirty-four mufkets, in pairt of the 

two hundred and forty-four dircfted to be fent. The in* 

elofed'copy of a letter from Mr. Brown will account for the 

, deficiency* '^ '* - 

5*1 (hall be much obliged by your otdering a quantity of lead 
; iind flints to be immediately for\vtirded: our demands for 
both are and wiH be very prefling. There are alfo wanted 
fome particular and neceflary medicines to complete our hof* 
pital chefts, of which! will get Dr. Morgan to furnifli Con- 
grefs with a lift, when he writes or waits on them ^bout 
fomc other matters net eflary to be fixed in his department. 

As general Woofter, in all probability, will be here in a 
little time in comijliance with the refolv^^ of Congrefs and 
iwy order tranfmitted to him, I wifli to know what I am to 
do with him when he comes. 

• General Schuyler, in his letter of th6 thirty-firft ultimo 
of which I tranfniitted you a copy yefterday, mentions that 
furidry perfons had a defign to feize him as a tory, and pro- 
bably fKn have; and wiflies Congrefs to give him fome 
public jnark of their approbation, if they are convinced of 
his zeal and attachment to the caufe of his country.— i 
Whether he intended that I fliould communicate his defire 
t6 them, or not, I am not certain : but, fuppofing that he 
did, I muft beg leave to requeft that you will lay the para- 
graph before them, tTiat they may do, in the inftance of hi* 
tequifition, whatever they may judge neceflary. 
' I Jiave the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

■ P. S. If Congrefs have ngrced to the report of the com-* 
fiiltrre for allowing the Indians fifty pounds for every pri* 
fi(Jntfrthcy fliall take at. Niagara, &c, it is material ilhould 

be 
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be iuformed of it. This will be a favorable opportamtjfa 
them to embracei to gain poireflion of Detroit and tfaeolkl 
pollsj whilft tlie enemy are engaged towards Montrcali fai 



SINCE I did myfelf the honor of writing to ]M 
yefterday, I have had tlie fatisfa^iion of feeing, and fori 
feyir mijiutes converfing with, Mr. Chafe and Mr. Cuni 
from Canada. Their account of our troops and the fitnatifli 
of afiairs in that department cannot pofiBbly faxpriie in 
more than it has done me. But I need not touck opa 
fubje£^ which you will be fo well informed of from the fan* 
tain-head \ nor (hould I have given you the trouble of a Itf* 
tcr by this day's poft, but for tlie diitra£lion which feemiti 
prevail in the commifTary's department, as well as othenii 
tliat quarter, — the neceiiity of having it under one general di* 
ro^ion, — and the diiTatisfaftioa of colonel Trumbull at tk 
allowance made him by Congrefs as an equivalent for his tnMh 
ble. With refpeft to this particular matter, I can only fij 
that I think he is a man well [calculated] for the bufine^ 
and that, where a lliiliiiig is faved in the pay, a pound maybe 
loll by mifmanagement in the office j and that his refigna* 
tion at this time (I mean this campaign) may poflibly be a^ 
tended with fatal confequences. I therefore humbly fub- 
mit to Congrefs the propriety of handfomely rewarding thofe 
gentlemen who hold fuch very important, troublefome, and 
hazardous offices, as commiffary and quarter-matter. 

In fpeaking to the former about the fupplies neceflary for 
the troops co be raifed, he informed me tliat the quantity cf 
fait provifions which was (hipping from hence nxight render 
his attempts to do it precarious ^ in confequence of which. 
I dcfired him to lay the matter before the convention of this 
colony, which he will do this day, but in the mean while 
deiired Congrefs might be informed of the matter, which I 

cannot 
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yMhnot better dot than in his own words inclofed, and fub** 

JM the confideiatioa of it to ihc wifdom of that honoraUe 

iJbody. 

. To Congrefs I alfo fubmit the profpriety of keeping the twai 

CVdDtinental batallions (under the command of coioneis Sface 

^nd M* Gaw) at Philadelphia^ when there is the grettdk 

probability of a fpeedy attack upon' thiis place^ from th« 

icing's troops. The encouragements given by governor 

^Tryon to the difafieded, which arecircuiatcdi no oneeah 

well tell how,->-the movements of thefe kind of peq>]e, which 

are more eafy to perceive than defcribe,-«the confident 

^report, which is faid to have come immediately from gover« 

. nor Tryon, and brought by a frigate from Halifax, chat the 

troops at that place were embarking for thii^-HKided to a 

thoufand incidental circumftances, trivial in themfelvei^ but 

ftrong from compariCon, — leave not a doubt upon b^ mind . 

but that troops are hourly expedied at the Hook. 

I had no doubt when I left this city for Philadelphia, bot 
that fome meafures would have been taken to fecure the fu& 
pedied and dangerous perfons of this government before 
now, and left orders for the military to give every aid to the 
civil power* But the fubjedlid delicate, and nothing is done 
in it. We may therefore have internal as well as external' 
enemies to contend with. 

I have die honor to be, &e. G. W. 



Sm, Head-Barters, New-Tcrk, June 13, 1776. 

I HAVE the honor of tranfmitting to Congrefs a 
letter which came by exprefs laft night from gcticral Schuyler, 
inclofing a copy of a letter to him from colonel Kirkland. I 
have likewife incloTed the copy of one direded to general Put- 
nam or the commanding officer at New-Tork. The rcpre- 
fentations contained in thcfe letters have induced me, without 
waiting the determination of Congrefs, to dircft general ScHuy- 
ler immediately to commence a treaty with the SIx-Nations» 

and 
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and to engage them in our intcre(l» upon the belt tenss! 
aod his colleagues^ in roxnmiflion can procure : and I 
the urgency of the occafion will juftify my^proceedingto 
Congrefs :-*the neceflity for decifion. and difpateh in tU 
meafures, in mj opinion, becomes every day more and 
apparent* 

. The exprefs, Mr, Bennet, was overtaken at Albany 
general Schuyler, who had received intelligence at F( 
G^rge that. a confiderable body of Mohaurk Indians 
coming down the Mohawk river nnder the condufi of 
John Johnilon. The general's extreme hurry wonid J 
allow him to write : but it feems his intention is to coDcC 
at Albany a fufficient force to oppofe fir John. I hztt gm 
hioft- my bpinion that colonel Dayton's regiment (houkl k 
employed in .that fervice, and to fccure the poft where tm 
Stanwix formerly ftood« 

In confequence of an information that feveral merdnottl 
were exporting fait pork and beef from diis place, I requcfttd 
the commliTary to make application to the provincial Coo-I 
grcis for a rcilraint to be laid on the exportation of thofcl 
arnclc5> as I apprehended, not only that the enemy mil 
receive fupplies by the capture of our veffels, but that out 
people might (liortly experience a fcarcity. The provindil 
Congref;> have accordingly made a refolution (a copy 0/ 
which is Inclofed) to Hop the exportation for fourteen davs. 
They expeft Congrcfs will in the mean time frame fome ge- 
neral regulations on this head. They are unwilling (thej 
fay) to fubje<fi their conilituents to partial reftraints. 

1 once mentioned to Congrefs that 1 thought a war-office 
extremely necefiary ; and they feemed inclined to inilitutc 
one for our army: but the affair feems to have been finci 
dropped. Give me kave again to infift on the utility andiffl* 
portiince of fuch an cllabliUinient* The more I reflc£l upoa 
the fubjeft, the more I am convinced of its necelFity and 
that affairs can never be properly conduced without it 

*Tis with pleafure 1 receive tlie rtfolvc incloi'cU in your 

favor 
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** favor of the eWetith inftant. One confidetablc ground of 

Idiffaiisfaftion in the army is thereby, removed; 
* I have emplbyed perforis in building the gondolas and 
^ rafts vjrhich the Congrefs thought neceffary for the defence of 
"khis place ; and, in conjundlioil with the provincial Congrcfe^ 
have determined to fink chevaux-dc-frifej one of which k 
*Wlready begun. 
■ I am, with the utmoft refpcft and eftecni, &c. G; W; 



1 SiR> New^r^rk, June i^i 1776; 

J I Herewith tranfrtiit yoii copies of a letter from gene- 

,ral Schuyler and its feveral inclofuresi which I received fin'ce I 

had the honor of addreiling you yefterday. Froth thefe yoii 

ivill learn that general Thomas died the fecond inftant ; and 

"the apprehenfions of our frontier friends in this colony, that 

bur favage foes are meditating an attack agaihft them* 

I muft beg leave to refer yoii to a paragraph in the copy 

' bf general Schuyler's letter to general Putnam or the com- 

tnanding officer here^ inclbfed in mine of the thirteenth, 

where he requcfts a fupply of clothing to be fent for the 

army in Canada. As therfe is but little or ho probability o( 

getting it here, I fhall be glad to krio^ whether there will be 

any chance of procuring it in Philadelphia ; and, if it fhould 

be fent through the hands of the cjuarter-mafter here, to 

'What accipunt it h to be charged. 

I was laft evening favored with yours of the eleventh in^ 

ilant, and hope the two batallionsi which Congrefs have 

brdered from Philadelphia for the defence of this place, will 

' fcome provided with arms. If they do notj they will be of 

' no fcrvice, as there are mbre troops here already than ar^ 

* armed. 

' Frdni general Schuyter*s lettei-, ht has In view the tak* 

' ing poft where Fort-Stariwix fdrmerly ftodd* I wrote him^ 

I thought it prudent, previous to that, to fecure a pdft lo^er 

down, about the falls below the German-Flats, left tli^ 

Vol. I; M &t8 
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favages fliould pofTcfs thcmfclves of the country, andpe 
vent fupplies of men and provifions that may be necefe 
to fend there In future. He fays he is in want of casnoi 
and ammunition ^ but has exprefled himfelf fo ambigttOiii| 
that I am at a lofs to know whether he meant what he b 
faid as an application or not, — this being the only intti 
gence on the fubjeft, and the firfl mention of his want 
have defired him to explain the matter, and, in his futures 
quifitions for neceifaries, to be more certain and explicit 
to quantity and quality. In the mean time I fhall fend ka 
fome intrenching tools, and inquire whether there arc 
cannon that can be fpared from hence. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q.lf- 



SlR, NeW'l^kj June i6, Ijjt 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfniit to Congrefi 
.copy of a letter covering copies of other papers, which I 
ceived yefterday evening from general Sullivan. The inl 
ligence communicated by him is pleufing and inierefting as^f 
fuch as muft afford the greateft fatisfaclion, if tlie condcH 
the Canadians have difcovcred fince his arrival among thq 
is ingenuous and fmcere. 

General Sullivan mentions his having given commiffioui 
to feme of the Canadians as a meafure founded in necefEtV) 
and requefts my approbation of it. But not confideric- 
myfelf empowered to fay any thing upon the fubjedt itma» 
not be improper for Congrefs to give him their opinion ii 
this inltance. 

I have alfo inclofed copies of General Schuyler's lettcfi 
received at the fame time. They contain accounts refpcfi* 
ing the Indians, variant from what was reported by Mr. 
Kirkland, but amounting to the fame thing,^ — the probabi' 
lity of the favages attacking our frontiers. 

By laft-night's poft I had information of a capture ma* 
by our armed veflels, of one of the tranfports with a com- 

panj 
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c pany of Highlanders on board, bound to Bofton. The in- 
ri clofed extraft from general Ward's letter to me will give 
I you the intelligence' more particularly.— There are accounts 
{ in the city mentioning other valuable prizes : but as general 
c Ward has faid nothing of them, I fear they want authenti- 
i city. 

I beg leave to mention that a further fum of money will 
J be wanted for our military cheft by the time it can be fent. 
The inclofed note from the pay-mafter-gencral (hews the ne^ 
ceffity for it ; and I may add, befides his eftimate of draughts 
to be made, there are the claims of the eaftern troops at 
Bodon for three or four months* pay, not included, and 
now due. 

Colonel Magaw is arrived with part of his batallion ; and 
by wcdnefday evening the whole both of his and colonel 
Shee's will be here, as I am told. 

As it is and may be of great importance to have a com- 
munication with the Jerfeys and Long-Ifland, I have had fe* 
veral flat-bottomed boats built for the purpofe, and have 
thoughts of getting more for Pofaic and Hackinfac rivers, 
where they may be equally neceffary for tranfporting our 
army or part of it occafionally, or fuccours coming to or 
going from it. — I have the honor. to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New-Tofky June 17, 1776. 

I BEG leave to inform Congrefs that general Woofter 
has repaired to head-quarters in obedience to their refolve 
tranfmitted him ^ and (hall be extremely glad if they will 
give me fuch further direftions about him as they may con- 
ceive neceffary. He is defirous of feeing his family in Con- 
acfticut, as I am informed, having been a good while from 
it. — I (hall wait their inftrudlions as to his future employ- 
ment. 

I am, fir, with fentiments of much cfteem, &c. G. W. 

M 2 
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Sir, New-tltrkj yune 20, I^jfc 

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your fawn 
of the fouricench and eighteenth inftant^ and tfc« intCTeftii| 
rcfolves contained in them, with which I have been honored. 
The feveral matters recommended to my attention ihallk 
particularly regarded, and the dire£tions of Congrefs vA 
your requeRs complied with in every inftance, as far asifi 
my power. 

The xnftituting a war-office is certainly an event of grot 
importance, and, in all probability, will be recorded as fod 
in the hiftoric page. The benefits derived from it, I flatm 
myfelf, will be confiderable, though the plan upon which it 
is firft formed may not be entirely pcrfeft. This, like othcf 
great works, in its firft edition, may not be free from cttor 
— time will difcover its defefts, and experience fuggeft the 
remedy, and fuch further improvements as may be necefiarj) 
but it was right to give it a beginning, in my opinion. 

The recommendation to the convention of New- York for 
reftraining and punifhing difafFefted perfons, I am hopeful, 
will be attended with falutary confequences ; and the prohi- 
bition againll exporting provifions appears to have been i 
meafure founded in found policy, left proper luppUes (hould 
be wanted, wlicrewith to fupply our armies. 

I have tranfmitted general Schuyler the refolves about the 
Indians, and the others on v/iiich he is to act ; and have re- 
quelled his drift attention and exertions in order to their 
being carried into execution with all poiTible cifpatch. 

1 note your requeH x-cfpcclir.g I^Jr. Hancock. He fliaU 
have fuch direftions as may be necc!r:.ry for ccndufting his 
office ; and I am happy he will have fo early a remittance 
for paying the troops in his department. 

The Giver and paper money defigned for Canada will be 
highly ferviceable, and I hope will be the means of re-cfta- 
blifhiiig our credit there in feme degree with the Canadians 
and alfo encourage our men too, who have complained \i\ 

^ tlu* 
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this Inftancc. When it arrives, I will fend it forward under 
^ proper guard. 

I have communicated to major-general Gates the refolvc 
of Congrefs for him to repair to Canada, and direfted Jiim 
to view Foint-au-*fer, that a fortrefs may be ereS:ed if he 
ihall judge neceflary. He is preparing for his command, and 
in a few days will take his departure for it. I would fain 
hope his arrival there will give our affairs a complexion dif- 
ferent from what they have worn for a long time paft, an4 
that many cffential benefits will refult from it. 

The kind attention Congrefs have (hewn to afford the 
commander-in-chief here every afTiftance, by refolving that 
'recommendatory letters be written to the conventions of 
New-Jerfey, New- York, and aifembly of Connedlicut, to 
authorife him to call in the militia in cafe of exigency, 
claims my thankful acknowledgments ; and, I trufl, if carried 
into execution, will produce many advantages in cafe it may 
be expedient at any time to call in early reinforcements. 
The delays incident to the ordinary mode may frequently 
render their aid too late, and prove exceedingly injurious. 

I this evening received intelligence of the nineteenth in- 
flant from captain Pond of the armed (loop Schuyler, of 
his having taken, about fifty miles from this, on the fouth 
fide of Long-Ifland, a fhip and a floop bound to Sandy- 
Hook. The fliip, from Glafgow, with a company of the 
forty-fecond regiment, had been taken by one of commodore 
Hopkins's fleet, who took tlie foldiers out, and ordered her 
to Rhode-Ifland j after which, fhe was retaken by the Cer- 
berus, and put under the convoy of the floop. As captain 
Pond informs me, there were five commiilloned officers, 
two ladies, and four privates on board. They are not yet 
arrived at head-quarters. — Inclofed is an invoice of what 
they have on board. 

General Woofler having exprefled an incJination and wifh 
to wait on Congrefs, I have given him permifFion^ not hav- 
ing any occafion for him here. He fetout this mocnfng. 

Ms " ^ 
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I have been up to view the grounds about King{bridge,sri 
find them to admit of fevcral places well calculated for (fc 
fence ; and, efteeming it a pafs of the utmofl: important 
have ordered works to be laid out, and (hall dirc£l part of 
the two batallions from Pennfylvania to fct about the a- 
ccution immediately, and will add to their number fevcnl 
of the militia when they come in, to expedite them vndial 
pofTible difpatch. Their confequcnce, as they will keep opa 
the communication with the country, requires the mot 
fpeedy completion of them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New Tor ky June 7.1 ^ 177^ 

I WAS this morning honored with your favor of die 
nineteenth inftant, with fundry refolves of Congrefs, whidi 
came to hand after I had clofed mine of the twentieth. 1 
fhall appoint a deputy mufter-mafter-general as foon as lean 
fix upon a proper perfon for the office, and direft him im- 
mediately to repair to Canada. 

Mr. Bennet, the bearer of this, delivered me a letter to- 
day from general Schuyler, inclofing the proceedings of the 
commiflioners of Indian afTairs at a meeting at Albany in 
confequence of the refolution of Congrefs (as they fav) 
which I tranfmitted, the feventh inftant, for engaging the 
Indians in our fervice. The gentlemen appear to me 
have widely miftaken the views of Congrefs in this inftance, 
and to have formed a plan for engaging fuch Indians as were 
not in contemplation. I cannot account upon what princi- 
ples they have gone, as a part of their proceedings fhews 
they are about to hold a conference with the Six-Nations. 
I fuppofe they efteemed what they have done a neceflary 
meafure : — a copy of which I have the honor to inclofe 
you. 

I (hall now beg leave to lay before Congrefs a propofition 
made to me by captain Leary of this city, in behalf of a 

body 
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^ body of men who are defirous of being employed in the con- 

^ tinental fervice as a troop of horfe, and at the fame time to 

Lj, offer my opinion that fuch a corps may be extremely ufeful 

i in many refpe£ls. In a march, they may be of the utmoft fcr- 

y vice in reconnoitring the enemy and gaining intelligence, and 

L have it in their power to render many important benefits. 

The terms on which they are willing to engage are inclofed, 

; -which appear to me moderate and reafonable. — I am alfo in- 

. formed that another company might readily be made up, and 

moft probably upon the fame terms. I would therefore fub- 

mit the propriety and expediency of the meafure to the con- 

fideration of Congrefs, and wifli their opinion whether it 

will be agreeable to them that both or either of them (hould 

be formed and incorporated in this army, in manner as has 

been propofed by captain Leary, if it can be done. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Headquarters, June 2lj 1776. 

THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier de 
Klrmovan and monfieur dc Vermonet. They are French- 
gentlemen juft arrived in this place, who have made appli- 
cation to me to be received into the continental fervice. 
They bring letters to Dr. Franklin and fome other gentle- 
men of the Congrefs. I fuppofe it will better appear from 
thofe letters, than from any information I can give, whether 
it will be proper to employ them in the capacity they are 
defirous of. 

I am, fir, with the greateft eftcem, &c. G. W, 



Sir, New-Tork, June 23, 1776, 

I Herewith tranfmit you an extraA of a letter from ge- 
neral Ward which came to hand by laft-night's poft, con- 
taining the agreeable intelligence of their havings obliged the 
king's fliips to leave Nantafket road^ and of two tntti 

M4 
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more being taken by our armed xtScls, with two hunM 
and ten Highland troops on board. 

I fincercly wifh the fame fuccefs had attended pur arms a 
another quarter : — buc it has not. In Canada^ the fitaa&n 
of our affairs is truly alarming. The inclofcd copies of ge- 
nerals Schuyler, Sullivan, and Arnold*8 letters will iofba 
you that general Thompfon has met with a repulfe at Thio* 
Rivers, and is now a prifoner in the hands of general iv 
goyne, who (ihefe accounts fay) is arrived with a confider 
able army. Nor do they feem to promife an end of ourinit 
fortunes here :— it is greatly to be feared that the next ad- 
vices from thence will be, that our ihattered, divided^ aaj 
broken army (as you will fee by the return) have beenol^ 
liged to abandon the country, and retreat, to avoid a greatec 
calamity, — that of being cut off or becoming prifoners.— i 
will have done upon the fubjeft, and leave you to draw fudi 
ConcluGons as you conceive, from the ftate of fads, arc mdt 
likely to refult 5 only adding my apprehenfions that one rf 
the latter events,— either that they are cut offj or become 
prifoncrs, — has already happened, if they did not retreat 
while they had an opportunity. General Schuyler and ge- 
neral Arnold feem to think it extremely probabje : and if it 
has taken place, it will not be eafy to defcribe all the fatal 
confcquenccs that may flo\y from it. At lead our utmoft 
exertions will be neceflary, to prevent the advantages they 
have gained being turned to our greater misfortunes. Ge- 
neral Gates v\fi\\ certainly fet out to-morrow, and would have 
gone before now, had he not expelled to receive fome par- 
ticular infl:ru<Slions from Congrefs, which colonel Braxton 
faid he imagined would be given, and tranfmitted here. 

Inclofed is a copy of a letter from general Arnold re- 
fpefting fome of the Indian tribes, to general Schuyler and 
of a talk had at Albany with thirteen of the Oneidas. They 
feemed then to entertain a friendly difpofition towards us« 
which I wifh may not be changed by the misfortunes wc 
Ijiave fuftained in Canada. 

I have the honor to be, &c. c. W» 
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giR, Nezif-rorky Jum 27, 1776, 

^1 1 THIS mprning received, by exprefs, letters from 

j generals Schuyler and Arnold, with a copy of one froin ge- 

^^ neral Sullivan to the former, and 4lfo of others to general 

^ ^ pullivan ; of all which I do myfelf the honor to transmit 

^ , you copies. They will give you a further account of the 

melancholy fituation of our aiFairs in Canada, and fhevv thsit 

,. there is nothing left to fave oi^r army there but evacuating 

■ the country. 

5^ I am hopeful general Sullivan would retreat from the Iflc- 

. . pux-noix without waiting for previous orders for that purpofei 

lis, from generals Sdiuyler and Arnold's letters, it is much to 

. , be feared, by remaining there any conGderable time, his rc-^ 

t 2( 

- treat would be cut off, or at lead be a matter of extreme 
difficulty. I would obferve to Congrefs that it is not in my 
power jto fend any carpenters from hence to build the gon- 
dolas and gallies general Arnold mentions, without taking 

. them from a work equally neceiTary (if not more fo) here, 
pf the fame kind ;— and fubmit it to them whether it may 

'. not be advifable (as it is of great importance to us to have a 
number of thofe veflels on the lake, to prevent the enemy's 
paffing) to withdraw the carpenters for the prefent from thfi 
frigates building up the North river, and detach them imme- 
diately, with ail that can be got at Philadelphia, for that 
purpofe and carrying on thofe here. 

I have the plcafure to inform you of another capture made by 

*' pur armed veflels, of a tranfport, on the nineteenth inflant, with 

a corppany of Highland grenadiers on board. The inclofed 

extract of a letter from general Ward, by laft- night's poft, 

contains the particulars j to which I beg leave to refer you* 

I have been honored with your favors of the twenty-firft and 

^' twenty-fifth inflant in due order, with their important iuclo- 
fures, to whichi fiwll particularly attend.'— I have tranfmitted 

■^ general Schuyler a copy of the refolve of Congrefs refpe^ing 

' the 
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die Moluckan and Stockbridge Indians, and direfted him 
pot an immediate (lop to the raifing the two companies. 

The quarter-mafter-general has been called upon for flop 
ping the tents defigned for MalFachufetts-Bayy and oiM 
ID forward them immediately. He means to write to Cot 
gfcfs upon the fubje«ft, and hopes his conduft will notip 
pear to deferve tlicir reprchenfion. Of this they will jodj 
firom his relation of the matter. 

Being extremely defirous to forward the intelligence frtf 
Canada to Congrefs, well knowing their anxiety about 
afairs there, I muft defer writing upon fome other matto 
I want to lay before them, until the next opportunity, whkl 
I hope will be to-morrow, when I will inform them fully m 
the fubjeft of rations, having defired the commiiTary-gend 
to furnifli me with fome things ncceflary in that inftance. 

I have the honor to be, &c. g. Ti?- 



Sir, NewTork^ June 27, 177^ 

UPON information that major * * * ^35 travellinj 
through the country under fufpiclous circumftances, 
thought it necefTiiry to have him fecured. I therefore fest 
after him. He was taken at South-Amboy, and brought up 
to New-York. Upon examination, he informed me tha: 
he came from New-Hampfhire, the country of his ufd 
abode, where he had left his family ; and pretended he wai 
deftined to Philadelphia on bufinefs with Congrefs. 

As by his own confeflion he had croiTed Hudfon*s-riverar 
New-Windfor, and was taken fo far out of his proper and 
direft route to Philadelphia, this confideration, added to the 

length of time he had taken to perform his journey, his 

being found in fo fufpicious a place as Amboy, — his un- 
iieccfiliry flay there on pretence of getting fome baggage 
from New- York, and an cxpeftation of receiving mo- 
ney from a perfon here, of bad charadler, and in no cir- 
cumftances 
9 
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eiimftances to furnifh him out of his own ftock, — the ma- 
jor's reputation, and his being a half-pay officer,— have in- 
ireafed my jealoufies about him. 

The bufmefs, which he informs me he has with Congrefs, 
15 a fecret offer of his fervices, to the end that, in cafe it fliould 
be rejcfted, he might have his way left open to an employ- 
ment in the Eaft Indies, to which he is affigned : and in that 
cafe he flatters himfelf he will obtain leave of Congrefs to go 
to Great Britain. 

As he had been put upon his parole by Congrefs, I thought 
it would be improper to ftay his progrefs to Philadelphia, 
fliould he be in fad deftined thither. I therefore fend 
him forward, but (to prevent impofition) under the care of 
an officer, with letters found upon him, which, from their 
tenor, feem calculated to recommend him to Congrefs.— I 
fubmit it to their confideration, whether it would not be 
dangerous to accept of the offisr of his fervices. 

I am, fir, with the greateft refped, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Ncw^Torky June 7.%^ 1776. 

IN compliance with the requeft of Congrefs contained 
in your favor of the twenty-fifth inftant, and my promife of 
yeflerday, I do myfelf the honor to inform ypu that the coft 
of a ration, according to the commiflary- general's eftimate, 
from the firft of July to the firft of December, will be from 
eight-pence to eight-pence halfpenny, York currency. 

Having difcharged the obligation I was under in this in- 
ftance, and finding that many applications have been made 
for viftualling the flying camp, I would, with all poffible 
deference, wifli Congr^efs to confider the matter well before 
tlicy come to any determination upon it. Who the gentle- 
men arc that have made offers upon this occafion, I know 
not : confequently my objeftions to their appointment can- 
not proceed from perfonal diflike ; nor have I it in view to 
fcrve Mr. Trumbull the commiflary-general, by wiffiing him 



tj2 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

to have the dircflioii of the whole fuppiies for his 
mcuti becaufc whatever ruiions arc taken from him 
him the trouble of fupplyiii^ proviijons to the ainount|Vii 
out diminifni'.ig hi^ p.^.y, — that being fixed and certsuni 
but what influences mc is a rct;ard to the public good, 
am morally certain, if the bufinefs is taken out of Mr»Troo 
bjH's hands and put into another's, that it may> and wiOi 
all probability, be attended with great and many inconffli 
cnces. It is likely, during the continuance of the warke 
tween us and Great Britam, that the army herc> or parte 
it, and the troops compofing tlie flying camp^ will befit 
^ucntly joined, and under the neccflity of affording 
other mutual aid. If this event is probable (and moft 
tainly it is}, the fame confufion and diforder will refultfnfl 
having two commifFaries, or one commifTary and one coo 
trader in the fame army in the fame department, as did be 
tween Mr. Trumbull and Mr- Livingfton on. the coming oi 
the former to New- York. I cannot difcriminate the two cafe; 
and not forefeeing that any good confequences will flow froa 
the meafure, but that many bad ones will, — fuch as clafcit; 
cf interefts,— a contention for ftores, carriagej?, — and rnanf 
ether caufes that might be mentioned if hurry of bufincii 
would permit, — 1 confefs I cannot perceive the propriety d 
appointing a different perfon, or any but the commiiTary 

I would alfo add, that few armies, if any, have been better 
fupplied than the troops under Mr. Triunbuli's care in thi) 
inftarkce; which, I ftiould fuppofe, oii^Iit to have confides 
hie weight, efpecially as we have ilroiig reafons to belief 
that a large fhare of the misfcvtunes our arms have fuftainfi 
in Canada fprang from a wane of proper and neccffary fup- 
piies of provifions. 

Mr. Trumbull too (I am informed) has already made pro- 
vifion in Nev.-Jerfey for the flyin;^ c.unp which will be (U- 
rloncd there, and employed proper perfcns in that colony to 
tranfaft the bufincfi, incident to his dcp;irtmcnt, in obedience 
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feb ttiy orders, and in full confidence that it was to come un* 
adet his management. 

:» 1 My great defire to fee the affairs of this important poft, on 
ai#Iiich fo much depends, go on in an eafy, fmooth and un- 
flintcmipted courfe, has led me to fay thus much upon the 
ituhjcSt^ and will, I hope, (if I am unhappy enough to differ 
3Jtt opinion with Congrefs), plead my excufe for the liberty I 
dhave taken. 

f i I would alfo beg leave to mention to Congrefs the neccffity 
T^there is of fome new regulations being entered into, refpeft- 
^ang the chaplains of this army. They will remember th^t 
applications were made to increafe their pay, which was con- 
giceived too low for their fupport ; and that it was propofed 
^if it could not be done for the whole) that the number 
Hfihould be leflened, and one be appointed to two regiment.s;, 
iVirith an additional allowance. This latter expedient was 
^adopted, and, while the army continued all together at one 
t<ncampment, anfwered well, or at leaft did noc produce 
\ many inconveniences. But the army now being differently 
icircumftanced from what it then was,— part here, part at 
, Bofton, and a third part detached to Canada, — ^has intro- 
duced much confufion and diforder in this inftance ; nor do 
I know how it is poffible to remedy the evil, but by affixing 
one to each regiment, with falaries competent to their fup- 
port. No (hifting, no change from one regiment to another 
can anfwer the purpofe ; and in many cafes it could never 
be done though the regiments (hould confent, — as where 
detachments are compofed of unequal numbef's, or ordered 
from different pofts. Many more inconveniences might be 
pointed out : but thefe, it is prcfumed, will fufficiently fliew 
the defeil of the prefent cftabliflimcnt, and the propriety of 
an alteration. What that alteration fhall be> Congrefs will 
plcafe to determine. 

Congrefs, I doubt not, will have heard of the plot that 
was forming among many difaffefted perfons In this city and 
government for aiding the king's troops upon their arrivaL 

No 
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No regular plan fcems to have been digefted : but 
pcrfons have been enlifted, and fwom to join diem, 
matter, I am in hopes, by a timely difcovery* will be 
prefled and put a Hop to. Many citizens and others^ 
whom is the mayor, arc now in confincsaent. The 
has been traced up to governor Tryon ; and the majtf 
pears to have been a principal agent, or go-between 
and the perfons concerned in it. The plot had been 
municated to fome of the army, and part of my guard 
gaged in it. T * ♦ * H * * *, one of them, has 
tried, and, by the unanimous opinion of a court-martia],| 
fentenced to die, — having enlifted himfelf, and en| 
others. The fentence, by the advice of the whole coi 
of general officers, will be put in execution to-day at 
o'clock. The others are not tried. — I am hopeful this 
ample will produce many falutary confequences, and 
others from entering into the like traitorous praflices. 

The inclofed copy of a refolve of the provincial Con] 
will {hew that fome of the difaiFeSed on Ix>ng-Ifland 
taken up arms.— I have, agreeable to their requeft, fent 
party after them, but have not as yet been able to apprehcc 
them, — having concealed thcmfclvcs in different woods 
morafles. 

General Gates fct out on tucfJay with a fine wind whici 
has been fair ever fince, and would foon arrive at Albany. 

I this momeni received a letter from lieutenant Davifa 
of the Schuyler armed floop, a copy of which I have ifr 
clofed -, to whiehx I beg leave to refer you for the intelligenci 
communicated by Jiim. 

I could widi general Howe and his armament not to ar- 
rive yet, aj not more than a thoufand militia have yd 
come in, and our whole force (including the troops at all the 
detached poils, and on board the armed veflels, which arc 
comprehended in our returns) is but fmall and inconfider- 
able, when compared with the extenfive lines they are to de- 
fend, and (moil probably) the army that he brings. I have 

no 
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; ao further intelligence about him than what the lieutenant 
mentions : but it is extremely probable his accounts and 
, conjeftures are true. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have inclofed a general return : — and it may be 

certainly depended on, that general Howe and fleet hare 

. failed from Halifax. Some of the men, on board the prizes 

mentioned in the lieutenant's letter, were on board the 

Greyhound, and faw general Howe. 



Sir, Nczc^yorky June 29, 1 776. 

I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the 
twenty-fixth inflant, and, agreeable to your requeft, iiiall 
pay proper attention to the refolves it inclofed. 

I obferve the augmentation Congrefs have refolvcd to 
make to the forces deftined for the northern department, and 
the bounty to be allowed fuch foldiers as wiH enlift. for three 
years. I hope many good confequences will refult from 
thefe meafures ; and that, from the latter, a confiderabie 
number of men may be induced to engage in the fervice. 

I (hould efteem myfelf extremely happy to afford the leaft 
afliftance to the Canada department in compliance with the 
defire of Congrefs and your rcquifition, were it in my power : 
but it is not. The return which I tranfmitted yefterday 
will but 100 well convince Congrefs of my incapacity in this 
inftance, and point out to them that the force I now have is 
trifling, confidering the many and important polls that are 
neceffiiry, and muft be fupported, if poffible. But few mili-» 
tia have yet come in, the whole being about twelve hundred, 
including the tM^o batal lions of this city, and one company 
from the Jerfeys. I wifh the delay may not be attended 
with difagrecable confequences, and their aid may not come 
too late, or when it may not be wanted. I have wrote,—. 
I have done every thing I could, to call them in : but thcf 
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have not conic, ihou;;h I am told that they arc gencnB 
willing. 

The account'? commur.i' :»'tcd ycftorcjjy through lieutcntf 
Davifon's letter are pnrt.y confirmed, and, I dare fay, fi 
turn out to be true on the whole. For two or three dfl 
pad, three or four fliips have been dropping in ; andljvt 
now received an cxprcfs from an officer appointed to kcc 
a look-out on Statcn-Ifland, that forty-five arrived at 4 
Hook to-day : — fomc fay more ; — and I fiippofe the wbdi 
fleet V ill be in, v/ithin a day or two. I am hopeful, bcfiw 
they are prepared to attack, that I (hall get fome reinfoite- 
ments. — Be that as it may, I {hall attempt to make the hi 
difpodtion I can of our troops, in order to giye them a pn 
per reception, and to prevent the ruin and deftruftion diej 
are meditating againft us. 

As foon as the exprefs arrived laft night, I fent the letten 
for the northern colonies to the quarter-mafter-general, wiA 
orders to forward them immediately; 

When monfieur Wiebert comes-^(I have hot feen hiffl 
yet) — I fliall employ him as Congrefs have diredled. The 
terms upon which he offers his fervice feem to promife fomc- 
thing from him. I wi(h he may anfwcr, and be (killed ifl 
the bufinefs he fays he is acquainted with. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. "W* 



Sir, Kl-jJ'I'q} ky yiaic 30, 1776. 

I HAD the pleafiire of receiving your favor of the 
twenty-ninth early tliis n-.ornlng, v»i:h which you have been 
pleafcd to honor nic, together v/ith ihe rcfolves for a further 
augmentation of our army. 

The biitallici: of Germans^ wliich Congrefs have ordered 
to be niifcd, will be r. corps of much fervice : and I am hopc^ 
fill that fucli perfoHo will be appointed ofncers, as will com- 
pUte their cnliilni'jnts with all poiiible expedition. 

Ifliali 
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^ I (hall communicate to colonel Stevenfon arid one of hi$ 
jeld-officers what you have requefted, and direft them to re- 
pair immediately to Philadelphia. It is an unlucky qircum-f; 
^ance that the term of enliftment of thefe three companies, 
Jid of the rifle batallion, (hould expire at this time, when a 
ipt campaign is, in all probability, about to commence* 

Canada, it is certain, would have been an important ac« 
pifition, and well worth the expenfes incurred In the pUrfuit 
f it» But as we could not reduce it to our pofleflion, the 
etreat of our army with fo little lofs, Under fuch a variety 
'f diftrefles, muft be efteemed a ttioft fortunate event. It is 
rue, the accounts we have received do not fully authorife us 
D fay that we^have fuftained no lofs: but they hold forth a 
Tobable ground for fuch conclufion. — I am anxious to hear 
: confirmed. 

I have the honor of tranfmiting you an extraft of a letter 
eceived laft night from general Ward. — If the fcheme the 
rivateers had in view, and the meafures he had planned^ 
ave been carried into execution, the Highland corps will be 
^lerably well difpofed of: but I fear the fortunate event has 
ot taken place. 

In general Ward's letter, was inclofed one from lieute- 
ant-colonel Campbell, who was made prifoner with the High- 
md troops. I have tranfmitted you a copy. This will give 
DU a full and exa£l; account of the number of prifoners that 
-ere on board the four tranfports ; and will prove, beyond 

poflibility of doubt, that the evacuation of Bofton by the 
ritifh troops was a matter neither known nor expe<S^ed 
^hen he received his orders. Indeed fo many fadts had 
;>ncurred before to fettle the matter, that no additional 
roofs were neceflary. 

When I had the honor of addrefling you ycfterday, I had 
ply been informed of the arrival of forty-five pf the fleet in 
^c morning. Since that, I have received authentic. intelli* 
ence from fund^y perfons (among them, frpm geners|.^ 
ireene) that a hundred and ten fail came m before 

Vol. I. N 
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that were counted, and that more were feen about dolk 
the offing. — ^I have no doubt but the Mrhole that failed 
Halifax are now at the Hook. 

Jufl: as I was about to conclude my letter, I received 
from a gentleman upon the fubjedk of calling the five 
mcnts from Bofton to the defence of Canada or Ncw-Yi 
and to have militia raifed in their lien. — I have fcnt yoii 
copy, and (hall only obfcrve, that I know the author 
his band-writing is quite familiar to me: he is a memberi 
the general court, very fenfible, of great influence, and 
warm and zealous friend to the caufe of America.— The ei por 
pedient propofed by him is fubmittcd to Congrefs. tam 

I have the honor to be, &c. G.V Aen 

that 

froir 
Sir, New-Tori, Ju!y 3, \iM \ 



blNLE 1 had the honor ot addrclling you, andfl .*omi 
the fame day, feveral (hips more arrived within the HodB Ais 
making the number that came in then a hundred and ten; as Canr 
there lemains no doubt of tl>e v/hole of the fl^et from Hali& 9uar 
being now here. Ycllerday evening fifty of them camc« ^^ere. 
the bay and anchoretl on the Staten Ifland fide. Their vic« £f 
1 cannot precifely determine ; but am extremely apprcbtf from 
five, as part of them only came, that they mean to furroflJ *rtill, 
the illand, and fecure the flock upon it. I had confute *flanc 
with a committee of the provincial Congrefs upon the fii *Htho 
jeft, before the arrival of the fleet ; and they appointed *iittee 
pcrfon to fuperintend tlie bufmefs, and to drive the ftockoi Wght 
1 alfo Wrote to brigadier-general Heard, and dirpfted himi *g to 
the meafure, left it might be negle£led 5 bat am fearful t^rmei 
has not been eiTefted. Hen 

Our reinforcement of militia is yet but fmall : — I canm anc 
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afcertain the amount, not having got a return. However, 
trult, if the enemy make an attack, they will meet with a tt krty 
puITe^ as 1 have the plcafure to inform you that an agreeabi ^ a 

fpiii 
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It and wilUngncfsfot afltion fecm to anitriate and pervade 
whole of our troops. 

is it is difficult t6 determine what obje£Js the therhy may 
c in contemplation, and whether they may not detach 
e part of their force to Amboy, and to ravage that part of 
Cotthtrjr, if not extend their views farther, I fubmit it 
Jongrefs whether it may not be expedient for them to re- 
: and prefs home their requefts to the different governfnents 
are to provide men for the flying camp^ to furnifti their 
tas with all poffible difpateh. It is a matter of great im^^ 
ance, and will be of ferious confequenccj to have the 
p eftablifhed in cafe the enemy fhould be able to poflefs 
ifelves of this river, and cut off tht fupplies of troot>8 
might be neceflary on certain emergencies to be fent 
I hence* 

muft entreat your attention to an application I madjS 
; time ago for flints. We are extremely deficient irt 
neceffary article, and (hall be greatly diftrefl!ed if we 
lOt obtain a fupply. Of lead we have a fuflicient 
itity for the whole campaign, taken oflF the houfca 
• 

[leeming it of infinite advantage to prevent the enemy 
I getting frefli provifions, and horfes for their waggons^ 
ery, &c, I gave orders to a party of our men on Staten- 
d (flnce writing to general Heard) to drive the ftock oflF 
out waiting for the afiiftance or diredlion of the com- 
ics there, left their flow mode of tranfafting bufinefd 
it produce too much delay j—^nd have fent this morn- 

know what they have done.— *•! am this morning in- 
ed by a gentleman, that the committee of Elizabeth-* 
. fent their company of light-horfc on monday to eflTedk 
id that fome of their militia were to give their aid yef- 
y. He adds that he was credibly told laft night by a 
' of the militia coming to this place, that yefterday they 

1 good deal of ftock driving oflF the idand, and croffing 

V% to 
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to the Jorfeys. — If the bufinera U not executed before 

it will be impo(Eble to do it* 

I have the honor to be, &c* G. 



Sir, New-Tort^ July 4, i?) 

THIS will be handed to you by colonel Stev^ 
whom I have ordered, with the captains of d>e twos 
companies from Maryland, to wait on Congrefs. It 
irvill point out fuch meafures as they conceive moft likd; 
advance the raifuig of. the new rifle batallion^ and the peri 
they think worthy of promotion, that have ferved in 
three companies here, agreeable to the inclofed lift. I 
not acquainted with them myfe)f> but from th^sir report 
recommendation which I doubt not to be juft ; jtnd thali 
^ngrefs will pleafe to inquire of them^ they will mesti 
other proper perfons for oiEcers. 

- Only about forty of the three old conipanies have rft^ 
Kfted, whom I fliall form into one for the prefcnt, and [A 
^nder an ofBcer or two, till a further and cpjmpl^te anj 
ment is made of the whole batallion. 

. , I have the honor to be, &c. G- 



xisA 



Sir, Neiv-Vork^ July 4, 17] 

WHEN I had the honor to addrefs you on the thirdc 
ultimo, I tranfmitted a copy of a letter I had received fit) 
a gentleman, a member of the honorable general court [< 
Majfachufett5]y fuggefting the improbability of fuccourscodl 
ing from thence in any reafonable time, either for the defeol 
of this place, or to reinforce our troops engaged in tlieCJ 
nada expedition. I am forry to inform you, that, from ati 
ricty of intelligence, his apprehenfions appear to be juft, aa 
to be fully confirmed : nor have I reafon to expe£l buttb 
the fupplies from the other two governments, Connej^ci 
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litid New-Hampflilrc, will be extremely flow and greatly de- 
ficient in number. 

As it now feems beyond queftion, and clear to demonftra- 
kion, that the enemy mean to direft their operations and 
beiid their moft vigordUs efforts againft this colony, and will 
attempt to ui)ite their two armies, — that under general Bar- ' 
joyne, and the oqe arrived here,— I cannot but think the ex- 
pedient propofed by that gentlern^n is exceedingly juft 5 and 
iat the continental regin^ents, now in the Maflachufetts Bay, 
Should be immediately called from thence, and be employed 
Bcrhere there is the ftrongeft reafon to believe their aid wiU 
iic indifpenfably neceflary. The expediency of the meafurt 
[ {hall fubmil to the conBderation of Congrefs, and will only 
ibferve, as my opinion, that diere is not the moft diftant 
profpefl of an attempt being made, where they novv are, by 
(ihe enemy ; and, if there fhould, that the militia that can h^ 
ailembled upon die (horteft notice will be more than equal te 
repel it. They are well armed, refolute, and determined, 
aind will inftantly oppofe any invaflon that may be made ill 
their own colony. 

I (hall alfo take the liberty again to requeft Congrefs to 
intereft themfelves in having the militia raifed, and forward- 
id with all poffible expedition, as faft as any conGderable 
number of them can be colle6led, that are to compofe the 
Bying camp. This I mentioned in my letter yefterday, but 
diink proper to repeat it, being more and more convinced of 
(he neceffity. The camp will be in the neighborhood of 
Amboy : and I (hall be glad that the conventions, or com^ 
mittees of fafety, of thofe governments from whence they 
come, may be requefted to give me previous notice of thehr 
marchingf that I may form fome plan, and dire£t provifion 
to be made for their reception. 

The difafiedion of the people at that place and others not 
far diftant is exceedingly great ; and, unlefs it is checked and 
iverawed, it may become more general, and be very alarm- 
ing. The arrival of the enemy will encourage it* They, or 

J^ 3 at 
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»t lead a part of them^ are already landed on Statenrlb 
which is quite contiguous; and about four thoufandvfl 
marching about it ycfterday, as I h?ve been ?dvifed, audi 
leaving no arts un-eflayed to gain the ii^habit^ints to* 
fide, who feern but too favorably difpofed. It is not! 
likely that in a little tinie they may attempt to prpfs |p i 
Jerfcy fide, and induce many to join tliem either fromai 
lives of inicreft or fe:ir, unlefs tlierc is a force to ovf 
them. 

As we are fqlly convinced that the ipinifterial annfi 

(hall have to oppofe this campaign will be great and nuDfl 

jous, anjl well know that the utmoft inciuftry will be ufe4 

^t already has been, to excise the favages and every bodji 

people to ^rms againft us vi'hopi they can influence, itcfl 

tainly behoves us to flrain every nerve to counterafi A 

defigns. I would therefore fubmit it to Congrefs whcA 

(efpecially as our fchemcs for employing the weftern Indiai 

do not feerp to be attended with any great proipeft of fe 

fckf froni general Schuyler's accounts) it mav not be J 

vifable to take meafures to engage thofe of the eaftwarf 

the St. Joliri-g, NoYa-Scotia, Penobfcot, &c, Jn our favor. 

have been told that feveral might be got, perhaps five orfl 

hundred or more, readily to join us. If they can I fhouli 

imagine it ought to be done. It will prevent pur enemie 

from fecuring their friendship j and fi:rther they will bcfli 

infinite fervice in annoying and harraHing them, fhould tlifl 

ever attempt to penetrate tlie country. Congref§ will be 

plcafed j:o ponfider the rneafure : and if they determine to ac 

it, I pnceive it will be neceflary to authorife and requdi 

the general court of the Maflachufetts-Bay to carry it into 

execution. Their fituation and advantpges will enable then 

to negotiate a treaty and an alliance better tlian it can bc 

done by j^ny perfons elfe. 

I have been honored with your two favors of the firil 
Jpftant \ and, agreeable to the wiflies of Congrefs, fliaJl pui 
pipnfieu^ Wj?^9^^ i^ ^1^9 ^^^^ P!^^^ I ^^^^^ ^o prove his abili- 
ties 
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[ties in the art he profeflcs. I fhall fend him up immediately 
^ the works erefting towards Kingfbridge under the direc^^ 
ition of general Mifflin, whom I (hall requeft to employ him, 
., 1 this moment received a letter from general Greene, an 
^xtraft of which I have inclofed. The intelligence it con- 
Cains is of the mod important nature, and evinces the necef- 
fity of the moft fpirited and vigorous exertions on our part. 
The expediation of the fleet under admiral Howe is cer- 
tainly the reafon the army already come hav6 not beguti 
Ibheir hoftile operations. When that arrives, we may look 
Cor the moft interefting events, and fuch as, in all probabi- 
lity, will have confiderable weight in the prefent conteft. It 
l>ehoves us to be prepared in the beft manner : and I fubmit 
it again to Congrefs, whether the accounts given by their 
prifoners do not fhew the propriety of calling the feveral 
c:ontinental regiments from the Mafliachufetts government, 
jtaifing the flying camp with all poflible difpatch, and en- 
gaging the eaftern Indians. 

July 5. General Mercer arrived here on tuefday, and, 

the next morning, was ordered to Paulus-Hook to make 
fome arrangements of the militia as they came in, and the 
beft difpofition he could to prevent the enemy crofling from 
. Staten-Ifland, if they fhould have any fuch views. The 
<iiftrefled fituation of the inhabitants of Elizabetlitown and 
. Kewark has (ince induced me, upon their application, to give 
wp all the militia from the Jerfeys^ except tliofe engaged for 
fix months. I am hopeful they will be able to repel any in- 
curfions that may be attempted^ Generals Mercer and Liv- 
ingfton are concerting plans for that purpofe. By a letter 
from the latter laft night, I am informed the enemy are 
throwing up fmall works at all the pafles on the north fide 
of Staten-Ifland, which it is probable they mean to fecure. 

None of the Connecticut militia are yet arrived : fo that 
ijic reinforcement we have received is very inconfiderable. 

A letter from general Schuyler, with fundry inclofures 
^Qf which N** I, 2, and 3, are exa£l coj^ics), thh moment 

N 4 €ame 
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came to hand, and i^ill no doubt claim, as it onglittD 
the immediate attention of Congrefs. The evils which a 
inevitably follow a difputed command are too obvious : 
alarming to admit a moment's delay in your decifion dioo 
upon: and, although I do not pvefume to advife inaoit 
ter, now, of this delicacy, yet as it appears evident that 4 
northern army has retreated to Crown-Point, and mean to 
upon the defenfive only, I cannot help giving it as my ophi 
tliat one of the major-generals in that quarter would be mm 
ufefully employed here, or in the flying camp, than th« 
for it becomes my duty to obfcrve, if another expcrii 
officer is taken from hence in order to command the J 
camp, that your grand army will be entirely ftrippcd of 
nerals wlio have feen fervice,— ^being in a manner all 
deftitute of fuch. My diflrefs on this account, — the a| 
pointment of general Whitcomb to the eaftem regiments,- 
;i conviftion in my own breaft that no troops will fee fcnttii 
BoftoHj—and the certainty of a number coming to di 
place, — occafioncd my poftponing, from tinie to time, fcni 
ing any general officer from hence to the eaftvyard hereto- 
fore : and now I (hall wait the fentiments of Congrefs Teb- 
tive to the five regiments in Maffiichufetts-Bay, before I i 
any thing in this matter. 

The commiiTary-general has been with me this morninfj 
concerning the other matter contained in general Schuyla' 
letter refpcding the bufmefs of that department. He haSj 
I believe, (in order to remove difficulties), recalled Mr. 
Avery, but Teems to think it neceffiiry in that cafe that Mr. 
Livingfton fhoujd be left to himfelf, as he cannot be refpon- 
fible for perfons not of his own ^ppointpient. — This matter 
fhould alfo be clearly defined by Congrefs.— I h^ve already 
given my opinion of the neceffity of thefe matters bcinj 
Vmder one general direftion, in fo full and clear a manncTi 
that I fhall not take up the time of Congrefs to repeat it ia 
^his place. 

I haye the honor to be, &g» q^ yf^ 
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jSiR, New-Tork^ July 8, 1776^ 

CONGRESS having refolved to raife a regiment of 
Germans to counteraft the defigns of our enemies, I muft 
beg leave to recommend to their notice John David Wilpert„ 
iniow a firft lieutenant In colonel Shee's batallion, to the 
t)fficc of captain in faid regiment. I am perfonalljr acquaint^ 
cd with him, and know that he joined the Virginia forces 
jander my command in the year t754j and continued in fer- 
vicc the whole war, during which he condufted himfelf as 
tin adive, vigilant, and brave officer. He is a German ; and 
Iiis merit, as a foldier, entitles him much to the office he 
\»rifees for--r*^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'-forkj July lo, 1776, 

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
fcvofs of the fourth and fixth inftant, which came duly to 
band, with their important inclofures. 

I perceive that Congrefs have been employed in delibe- 
rating on meafures of the moft interefting nature. It is cer- 
tain that it is not with us to determine in many inftances 
what confequences will flow from our councils : but yet it 
behoves us to adopt fuch, as, under the fmiles of a gracious 
and allrkind providence, will be moft likely to promote our 
happinefs. I truft the late decifive fart they have taken is 
calculated for that end, and will fecure us that freedom and 
thofe privileges, which have been and are refufed us, con- 
trary to the voice of nature and the Britifli conftitu- 
tiori. Agreeable to the requeft of Congrefs, I caufed 
•' THE DECLARATION'* to be proclaimed before all 
the army under my immediate command 5 and have the 
pleafure to inform them that the meafurc feemed to have 
their moft hearty aflent, — the expreflions and behavior, 
both of officers and men, teftifying their warmcft approba.- 
i\on of it. I have tranlm^tted 9 copjr tP General Ward at 

Softon^ 
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Boflon, rcquefllng him to have it procliilmed to tlic 
nental troops in that department. 

It is ^vitli great plcafure that I hear the militia from Mar 
land, the Delaware government, and Pcnnfvlvania} wilibei 
motion every day to form the flying camp. It is of great i» 
portance» and fhould be accompliOied wiih all poffibk & 
patch. The readincfs and alacrity, wiih which the comfli 
tee of fafeiy of Pennfylvania and the other <:onferees Iwe 
a<5lcd in order to forward the afTociated militia of that (bte 
to the Jerfeys for fervice till the men to compofe the fljiaj 
camp arrive, ftrongly evidence their regard to the comms 
caufe, and that nothing on their part will be wanting to bf 
port it. I hope, and 1 doubt not, that the aflbciated militdi 
imprefltd with the expediency of the me'afure, vill imiM' 
diately carry it into execution, and furnifh in this inftantt 
a proof of the continuance of that zeal which has fo coi' 
ncntly marked their conduct. I liave dire£lcd the commit 
fary to make the neceflary provifion for their reception, wbl 
will alfo fupply the army for the flying camp with rations.-*] 
A proper oiScer wjll be appointed to command it. 

In purfuance of the power gi^en me by Congrcfs and tfe 
advice of my general ofPicers, I have wrote to general Ward, 
and dtf fired him forthwith to detach three of the full«*ft regi- 
ments from the Maflachufctts Bay to join the northern 
army,-~efleeming it a matter of the greateft importance to 
have a fufficient force there to prevent the enemy paffing 

the lake and making an iniprelFion in that quarter. ^Thc 

gondolas and gallics will be of great fervice ; qnd I am hopc» 
ful the carpenters you have fent from Philadelphia, and that 
will go from the call ward on your application, will be able 
to build a fulFicient number in time to anfwer every exi- 
gency. 

I have recjuefted governor Cooke, if the duck mentioicd 
in Mr. Greene's letter is proper for tents, to have it mad^ up 
as early as pofliblc, and forwarded here. I have alfo defircd 
bim to fcnd the flints and fmail-arms^ as J have general 

Wiird 
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J, Ward thofe of the latter that were taken out of the Scotch 
tranrports,— rour d<5fici^ncy in thcfe iieceiTary articles beipg 
. ftill great. 

Obrerving that Congrefs h;jjve pgrticylarly mentionp(J 

. a bounty qf ten dollars to be paid to meri of fome 

T frorps direfted to be raifed iii two or three inftances fincc 

; their refolve of the twenty- (ixth of June allowing fuch 

. jbounjty, I have be^n led to doubt how- that refolve is to be 

, . conftrued 5 yhether it is a general regulation^ and ejctends tp 

all men that will engage for three yeais, — for inftance, th? 

foldiers of the prefentarmy, if they will enjift for that time. 

- If it is, and extends to them, it will be neccflary to forward 

fi large fiim of moi)ey : — many perhaps would engage^ 

I alfo obferve, by their refolve of the twenty-fifth of June 
jFor rai(Jng four regiments of ipilitia in the eaftern govern- 
nients to augment the troops in the northern department, 
that the ^flejpblies of phpfe governments are empowered to 
appoint pay m afters p the faid regiments. This appears to 
pie a regulation of great ufe, and 1 (could wi(h th^t it was 
fnade general, and one allowed to every regiment in the fer- 
yice. ^any advantages woujd refiiit from if 

The Connefticut militia begin tq come in : but from every 

account the batallions will be very incomplete, — owing, they 

fay, to the bufy feafon of the year. That government, left 

^ ^ny inconvenience might refult from their mijitia not being 

' here in time, ordered three regiments of their lightrhorfe to 

! my aflljlance, part of which h^ve arrived. But, not having 

^ fhe means to fupporf them (an4, if it could be done, the ex* 

^ penfe would be enornious), I have thanked the gentlemen for 

^ jheir zeal, and the attachnient they have manifefted upoit 

' this occafion, and informed them that I cannot confent to 

|heir keeping their horfes,— at the fame time wifliing then^ 

fo ftay themfelvcs.—- 1 am tpld they or part pf th^m mean tp 

flo fo. 

General Mercer is now in the Jerfeys, for the purpofc of 
ffceiving and ordering jhf m\\^\id, conning for the flying 
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camp : 2nd I have fcnt over our chief engineer to viewai 
gtoand within the neighborhood of Ambof, and to i 
out fome neceflary works for the encampment^ and fadi 
may be proper at the different pafles in Bergen-Neck, 1 
other places on the Jerfey fliore oppofite Staten-Ifland, tops 
Vent the enemy making impreflionS) and committiDg kft 
dations on the property of the inhabitants. 

The intelligence we have from a few deierters tfaatbn 
*CDme over to us, and from others, is that general Howeh 
between nine and ten thoufand men, who are chiefly luM 
on the ifland, pofted in different parts, and fecuring thei 
Veral communications from the Jerfeys with fmall 
and intrenchments, to prevent our people from pa^g tkl 
a vifit ;— that the iflanders have all joined them, feem 
difpofed to favor their caufe, and have agreed to take i| 
!arms in their behalf. They look for admiral Howe's aniT 
every day with his fleet and a large reinforcement ; are 
high fpirits, and talk confidently of fuccefs, and carrying 
1>efore them when he comes. I truft, through divine 
and our own exertions, they will be difappointed in 
views : and, at all events, any advantages they may gai» 
will coft them very dear. If our troops will behave wd 
(which I hope will be the cafe, having every thing to cob* 
tend for, that freemen hold dear), they will have to wai 
through much blood and flaughter before they can carry anj 
part of our works, if they carry them at all, — and, at bcJi 
be in poffeffion of a melancholy and mournful viftory.-* 
May the facrednefs of our caufe infpire our foldiery witl 
fentiments of heroifm, and lead them to the performance rf 
the nobleft exploits ! — With this wifh, I have the honor to 
be, &c. G. % 
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Sir, l^eW'Torky July II, lyjfji 

I WAS honored with your favor of the eighth in(bnt 

by yefterday-morning's poft, with the feveral refolves to 

whidi 
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2 'Srhich you referred my attention. I (hall du]y regard themi 

^ and attempt their execution as far as I am able. 

^ , By virtue of the difcretionary power that Congrcfs were 

pleated to veft me with^ auid by advice of fuch of my gene- 

1 jral officers as I have had an opportunity of confulting, I have 

^ prdered the two remaining continental regiments In the Mal^ 

{achufetts-Bay to march immediately for the defence of this 

placei in fiill confidence that nothing hoftile will be attempt-r 

£i fd againft that ftate in the prefent campaign. 

-^ . I h^ve wrote to the general court of Maflachufetts-Bay, and 

• tranfmitted a copy of the refolve for employing the eaftern 

Indians^ entreadng their good offices in this inftance, and 

^ tibeir exertions to have them forthwith engaged and marched 

^ to join this army. I have defired five or fix hundred of them 

to be enlifted for two or three years, if they will confent tp 

. it} — fubje£t to an earlier difcharge, if it fliall be thought ne- 

ceffiiry^ — and upon the fame terms as the concinental troops^ 

if better cannot be had^ — though I am hopeful they may. 

In my letter of yelterday I mentioned the arrival of part 
cf the ConneSicut light-horfe to affift in the defence of this 
place, and my objeftion to their horfes being kept. Four 
or five hundred of them are now come in : and, in juftice to 
their zeal and laudable attachment -to the caufe of their 
country, I am to inform you that they have confented to 
&ay as long as occafion may require, though they (hould be at 
the expenfe of maintaining their horfes themfelves. They 
have paftured them out about the neighborhood o'f Kingf- 
bridge (being unwilling to fend them aviray) at the rate of 
half a dollar per week each, meaning to leave it entirely with 
Congrefs either to allow or refufe it, as they (hall judge 
proper. I promifed to make this reprefentadon, and thought 
it my duty ; axxd will only obferve th|it the motives which 
induced them at ifirft to fet out were good and praifb-worthy* 
and were, to afTord the mpft fpeedy and early fucc4>iu« 
which they apprehended ifould be waatcd before thf^.m 
arrived* Their iervicesfpay b^ jp^tgaiylf 

7 ' ^ '""'"■ 
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bcinp m.:ft of them, if not all, men of reputation ani 
property. 

The fabjcft of the inclofed copy of a letter fxiom gOTentfj 
Trumbull I beg leave to fubmit to the confideration of 
grefs. They will perceive from his rcprefcntation the 
quieting apprehenfions that have feized on the minds of 
people fince the retreat oi the northern army, and how ex* 
pofed the northern frontiers of New- York and Ncw-Hs 
fliire are to the ravages and incurfions of the Indians* H( 
far it may be expedient to raifc the batalHon he conceives ncl 
ccflary to prevent the calamities and diftreflcs he points out} 
they will determine, upon what he has faid, and the nco 
that may appear to them for the meafurc 5 — whati have done,! 
being only to lay the matter before them in compliance "vm 
his wifhes. I 

I have aifo inciofed a memorial from the furgcons'-matcs,' 
letting forth the inadequacy of their pay to their fervicesanJ 
maintenance, and praying that it may be increafed. I (ball 
obferve that they have a long time complained in this in* 
ftance, and that fome additional allowance may not be un- 
neceirary. 

As I am truly fenfible the time of Congrefs is much taken 
up with a variety of important matters, it is with unwilllttg- 
ncfs and pain I ever repeat a requell after having once 
made it, or take the liberty of enforcing any opinion of mine 
after it is once given : but as the eftablifhing of forne office 
for auditing accounts is a matter of exceeding importance 
to the public iutereft, I would beg leave once more to call 
the attention of Congrefs to an appointment competent to 
the purpofe* Two motives induce me to urge the matter; 
firft, a conviction of the utility of the meafurc >— fecondlv, 
that I may (land exculpated if hereafter it fliould appear (hat 
money has been improperly expended, and neccfiaries for 
the army obtained upon unreafonable terms. 

For me, whofe time is employed from the hour of my 
riCng till I retire to bed again, to go into an examination oi 

the 
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^c atcounts of fuch an army as this with any degree of preci- 

ion andexaftnefs, without ncgleding other matters of equal 

^mportance, is utterly imprafticable. All that I have been able 

o do (and that, in fadl, was doing nothing), was, when the 

t>nimifrary, and quarter -mafter, and dircdior-gencral of the 

lofpital (for it is to thefe the great advances arc made) applied 

' or warrants,— to make them at times produce a general ac- 

':ount of their expenditures. But this anfwcrs no valuable pur- 

,iofe. It is the minutiae that muft begone into, — the propriety 

^f{ each charge examined, — the vouchers Jooked into;— and, 

^vith refpe£i to the commiflary-general, his viftualling returns 

ind expenditures of provi(ions fhould be compared with his 

'mrchafqs : otherwife a perfon in this department, if he was 

nclined to be knavifli, might purchafe large quantities with 

*iie public money, and fell one half of it again for private 

emolument ; and yet his accounts upon paper would appear 

Tair, and be fupported with vouchers for every charge. 

I do not urge this matter from a fufpicion of any unfair 
practices in either of the departments before-mentioned ; 
Uid forry (hould I be if this con(lru<Stion was put upon it,— 
:iaving a high opinion of the honor and integrity of thefe 
gentlemen. But there (hould neverthelefs be fome control 
iS well upon their difcretion as honefty :— to which may be 
idded, that accounts become perplexed and confufed by 
long (landing, and the errors therein not fo difcoverable as 
£ they underwent an early revi(ion and examination. I am 
Mrell apprifed that a treafury-office of accounts has beeil re- 
Tolved upon, and an auditor*general for fettKng all public 
iccounts : but, with all deference and fubmidion to the opi- 
nion of Congrefs, thefe inditutions are not calculated to 
prevent the inconveniences I have mentioned $ nor can they 
be competent to the purpofes, circumftanced as they are. 

We have intelligence from a deferter that came to usu 
that, on wcdnefday morning, the A(ia, Chatham, and Grey- 
hound men-of-war weighed anchor, and (it was faid) iir- ' 
tended to paft up the Nprth-river above th^ city, to pievoir* 
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the communication with the Jerfeys. Xhey did not atte8|l 
it, nor does he know what prevented them. — A prtfonak 
bnging to the tenth rcgiment| taken yefterdajTy infon&stb 
they hourly expeAcd admiral Howe and his fleet. Headdstb 
« vefTcl has arrived from them, and the prevailing opioioat 
that an attack will be made immediately on their arrival 

By a letter from general Ward, I am informed that i 
fmall-pox has broke out at Bofton, and infe£led fome of A 
troops. I have wrote to him to place the invalids under i 
ofGcer, to remain till they are well ', and to ufe every pofU 
precaution to prevent the troops from thence bringing A 
infedlion. The diftrefTes and calamities we have alid 
fufTered by this diforder in one part of our armvy I hafi 
will excite his utmoft care that they may not be increafed> 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q.t 



Sir, New^rork, July I2, ijji 

THE deGgn of this is to inform Congrcfs, that, aW 
half after three o'clock this evening, two of the cnemj's 
fhips of war, one of forty and the other of twenty gunii 
with three tenders, weighed anchor in the bay oppofe 
Staten-Ifland, and, availing themfelves of a briflc and favor* 
able breeze, with a flowing tide, ran pad our batteries i? 
the North-river, without receiving any certain damage tlrf 
I could perceive, notwithflanding a heavy and inc^ffant cafr 
nonade was kept up from our feveral batteries here as vd 
^s from that at Paulus-Hook. They, on their part, returad 
and contined the fire as they ran by. — I difpatched anc* 
prefs to brigadier-general Mifflin at our encampment towarfl 
the upper end of the ifland ; but have not heard whcthtf 
they have got by, or received any damage. 

The account tranfmitted by this morning's poft, rcfpe<fling 
the arrival of one of the fleet, feems to be confirmed. S^ 
veral fliips have come in to-day: among them, one tbii 
CTcning, with a Sailit-Qeorge's flag at her fore-top-maft- 

head 
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^fisAi which we conclude to bd admiral Howe from the cir- 
jimftance of the flag, and the feveral and general falutes 
j^iat were paid. It is probable they Will all arrive in sC day 
/r two, and immediately begin their operations. 
, As it will be extremely necefTary thit the flying canip ' 
. lould be well provided with powder and bdll, and it may 
. 5 impra£ticable to fend fupplies from hence on account of 
, ur hurry and engagements (befides, the communication 
lay be uncertain), I muft beg the attention of Congrefs to 
lis matter, and requeft that they will forward with all 
"'affiblc expedition fuch a quantity of muiket-powder and 
»d (if balls of different fizes cannot be had), as will ht 
"ifficient for the militia to compofe that camp. 
" By an cxprefs this minute arrived from general Mifllin, 
"ic fliips have paflTed his works. 

I am, in hafte, with fentiments of great regard, &c. G. Yt. 
A quarter paji eighty P. M. 



i Sir, New'Tork, July 14, 1776* 

MT laft of friday evening, which I had the honor of 
^ddrefling you, advifed that two of the enemy's (hips of wat 
Yid three tenders had run above our batteries here and the 
crorks at the upper end of the ifland. I am now to inform you, 
liat, yefterday forenoon, receiving intelligence from general 
Mifflin that they had pafTed the Tappan-Sea, and were try- 
ing to proceed higher up, — by advice of R. R. Livingfton, 
tfquire, and other gentlemen, I difpatched exprefles to 
^jencral Clinton of Ulfter, and the committee of fafety for 
*3uchefs-county, to take meafures for fecuring the pafTes in 
'^hc Highlands, left they might have defigns of feizing 
^Jbem, and have a force concealed for the purpofe. I vtrrote 
he evening before to the commanding officer of the two 
^rrifons there to be vigilant and prepared againft any at- 
^mpts they or any difaffedied perfons might make againft 
Uiem, and to forward exprefles all the way to Albany, that 
■ Vol. !• O provifioa 
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provifion ami other vefTels might be fecured and 

falling into their hands* 

The information given general Mifflin was rather 
ture, as to their having gone pad the Sea, — ^A letter 
the committee of Orangc-comity, which came to haul 
morning, fays they were there yefterday, and that a 
ment of tlicir militia was under arms, to prevent tl^ 
ing and making an incurfion. The meflenger who 
it} and to whom it refers for particulars, adds that a 
of them, in two or three boats, had approached the 
but were forced back by our people firing ac them, 
the manoeuvre of friday, there have been no other 
ments in the fleet. 

General Sullivan, in a letter of the fecond inftant,! 
forms me of his arrival with the army at Crown- 
where he is fortifying and throwing up works. He 
that he has fecured all the flores except three cannon left' 
Chamblee, which in part is made up by taking a fine 

pounder out of the lake. — The army is fickly, manyfij 

the fmall-pox 5 and he is apprehenfive the militia 01 

to join them, will not cfcape the infedtion. An officer 

had fcnt to reconnoitre had reported that he faw at & 
John's about a hundred and fifty tents, — twenty at Sai 
Roy's, and fifteen at Chamblee j and works at the firft«C 
bufily carrying on. 

I have inclofed a general return of the army here, wKi 
will (hew the whole of our ftrcngth. All the detached poi 
are included. 

A letter from the eaflward, by laft-night's poft to M 
Hazard, poft-maflcr in this city, advifcs that twofhipsb 
been taken and carried into Cape- Ann, — one from AntifC 
configned to general Howe, with four hundred and thiiq 
nine punclicons of rum, — the other a Jamaica-man wiC 
four hundred hogOieads of fugar, two hundred puncheons 4 
rum, thlity-nine bales of coi ton, pimento, fuftic, &c fc| 
Ea'.h mounted two guns, fix-pounders. 

Abo4 
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% About three o'clock this afternoon I was informed that a 
Hg from lord Howe was coming up, and waited with two 
Iff our whale-boats, until directions fhould be given. I im- 
i«Aediately convened fuch of the general officers as were not 
BXpon other duty, who agreed in opinion that I ought not to 
leceive any letter direded to me as a private gentleman : 
r^ut if otherwife, and the officer defired to come up to de« 
M;:ver the letter himfelf, as was fuggefted, he fhould come 
i^iAder a fafe-condud. Upon this, I dire£ted colonel Reed 
^ go down and manage the affair under the above general 

^, On his return, he hiformed me, that, after the common 
ivilities> the officer acqu^nted him that he had a letter from 
^prd Howe to Mr. Wafhington^ which he (hewed under a 
(japerfcriptiou, " To George ff^ajhlngton^ efquireJ^ — Colonel 
^leed replied there was no fuch perfon in the army, and that 
^letter intended for the general could not be received under 
,iich a direflion^-^^-The officer exprefled great concern,— faid 
ji was a letter rather of a civil than military nature, — ^that 
^ord Howe regretted he. had not arrived fooner, — that he 
^'lord Howe) had great powers. — The anxiety to have the 
Jitter received was very evident, though the officer difclaimed 
ill knowledge of its contents. However, colonel Reed's in- 
{trufiiions being poiitive, tliey parted. — After they had got 
Tome diftance, the officer with the flag again put about, and 
aflced under what direGion Mr. Walhington chofe to be ad- 
ireffed : — ^to which colonel Reed anfwered, his ftation was well 
cnown, and that certainly they could be at no lofs how to 
iiredl to him.— The officer faid they knew it and lamented 
.t; and again repeated his wifli that the letter could be re-, 
reived. — Colonel Reed told him a proper direflion would 
Dbviate all difficulties, and that this was no new matter,-— 
:his fubje<Sk having been fiiUy difcuiTed in the courfe of the 
laft year $ of which lord Howe could not be ignorant :— *, 
upon which they parted. 
I would not upon any occaiion facrifice eiTentials to punc- 

O 2 tilio : 
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tilio : Sur in this iTiilnnce, the opinion of othen cooanC li 
with my o.v!}, I Jccmcd it a duty to 1117 countiy and DJH d 
pointinc'iu, to iiihil upon that TcCpe£t^ whichf in anyoiK tl 
than a public view, I would willingly have waved. KaH ii 
1 doubt, but, fri>in the fuppofed nature of the mefls^ Jm tl 
the anxiety exprcril'cd, th^y will either repeat their flagi (xH tc 
upon fome mode to communicate the import and [rii»l hi 
of it. 

I have bL*en duly honored with your two letter8,-~tliitA' fee 
the tenth by Mr. Anderfon, — and the eleventh, widi its 
clofures. I have directed the quarter-mafter to provided pr 
with every tiling he wants to carry his fcheme into cat -, fo 
tion. It is an important one, and I wilh it fuccefs ; bmi ci< 

doubtful that it will be better in theory than prafUce. 

The paiTage of the (hips of war and tenders up the in 
is a matter of great importance, and has excited much 
jedurc and fpeculation. To me two things have occundB; ^a 
as leading them to tliis proceeding, — firft a defign to fed . ^^ 
on the narrow pafTes on both fides of the river, giving alnv ; pr 
the only land-communication with Albany, and of coni 
quence with our northern army ; for which purpofe tto 
might have troops concealed on board, which they deeroc r Pe 
competent of themfclves, as the defiles are narrow,— or thi ^ 
they would be joined by many difafre£led perfons in dtf 
quarter. Others have added a probability of their haviflj 
a large quantity of arms on board, to be in readinefs to 
pur into the hands of the tories immediately on the arrivi 
of the fleet, or rather at the time they intend to make thcJ 
attack. — l*he fecond is, to cut off entirely all intereourlii ^^j- 
betw/^en this and Albany by water, and the upper country] ^^^ 
Aiui to };revei;t fupplies of every kind going and coming. 

Thefc matters are truly alarming, and of fuch importancCi 
th\t. I h;nc wrote to the provincial congrefs of New-Yorki| j 
and reccuimended to their ferious confideration the adoptioai inij^ 
of ever) poflible expedient to guard againft the two firftil obc 
an4 have fuggefted the propriety of their employing the mi' 
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^flSL^ or fome part of them, in the counties in which thefe 
jfiles are, to keep the enemy from pofieffing them, till fur- 

j«r provifion can be made ; and lo write to the feveral lead- 
jg perfons on our (ide in that quarter, to be attentive to ail 

^^e movements of the ihips and the difaffefled, in order 
;, difcover and fruftrate whatever pernicious fchemes they 
JVC in view. 

In refpefl: to the fecond conjefture of my own, and which 
. ems to be generally adopted, I have the pleafore to inform 
ongrefs, that, if their deOgn is to keep the armies from 
*oviiion, the commiHary has told me upon inquiry, he has 
jrwarded fupplies to Albany (now there, and above it) fuffi- 
ent for ten thoufand men for four months ; — that he has 
.fofBciency here for twenty thoufand men for three months, 
id an abundant quantity fccured in different parts of the 

^erfeys for the flying camp, befides having about four thou- 

"md barrels of flour in fome neighboring part of Connefti- 
iit. Upon this head, there is but little occafion for any ?.|v 

^rchenfions, at leaft for a confiderable time. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

* P. S. I have fent orders to the commanding oflicer of the 
•cnnfylvania militia to march to Amboy, as their remaining 
% Trentpn can be of no fervicc. 



Sir, New-Torky July 15, 1776. 

THIS will be handed you by Mr. Griffin, who has 
Ifo taken upon him the charge and delivery of two packets 
ontaining fundry letters which were fent to Amboy ycfter- 
ay by a flag, and forwarded to me to-day by general Mer- 
er. — The letter addrefled to governor Franklin came open 
^ my hands. 

I was this morning honored with yours of the thirteenth 
nftant, with its important and neceflary inclofures j and, in 
•bedience to the commands of Congrefs, have tranfmitted 
[cneral Howe the refolves. intended for him. Thofc for ' 

O 3 general 
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general Burgoync I inclofed and fent to general 
witli direfti^us immediately to forward them to him. 

The inhuman treatment of the who]e» and minder^ 
part of our people^ after their furrender and ca 
was certainly a flagrant violation of that faith which < 
be held facred by all civilifed nations, and founded iatbei 
favagc barbarity. It highly deferved the fevercft reprobatii 
and I truft the fpirited meafures Congrefs have adopted i 
the occafion will prevent the like in future : but if they i 
not, and the claims of humanity are difregarded, juftia 
policy will require recourfe to be had to the law of 
tion, however abhorrent and difagreeable to our nataRsij 
cafes of torture and capital punifliments. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G.I 



Sir, Ntw-Tork^ July 17, i^j 

I WAS this morning honored with yours of i 

fifteenth inftant, with fundry refolvcs. 

I perceive the meafures Congrefs have taken to expc(B 
the raifiiig of the flying camp, and providing it with article 
of the greateft ufe. You will fee by a poftfcript to myk! 
ter of the foarteenth, I had wrote to the commanding ofEcc 
of the Pcnnfylvania militia, ordering them to be marched frcD 
Trenton to Amboy, as their remaining there could not anfv:: 
the lead public good. For, having confulted with fundrygentle 
men, I was informed, if the enemy mean to dire£t their vic«> 
towards Pennfylvania or penetrate the Jerfeys, their route inl 
be from near Amboy, and either by way of Brunfwic 
Boundbrook, — the lower road from South-Ambov bcifi 
through a woody f:mdy country. Befides, thev will bcthd 
able to throw in fuccour here, and to receive it from hcntt 
in cafes of emergency. 

The Connefticut light-horfe, mentioned in my letter 
the eleventh, nctwithftanding their then promife to CO** 
tiuue here for the defence of tliis place, arc now difchaiM 
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pd about to return home, — ^having peremptorily refufed all 
aind of fatigue duty, or even to mount guard, claiming an 
.(lemption as troopers. Though their aiSflance is much 
iceded, and might be of efiential fervice in cafe of an at- 
jfack, yet I judged it advifable, on their application and 
glaim of fuch indulgences, to difcharge them ; as granting 
jticm would fet an example to others, and might produce 
^any ill confequences. The number of men included in 
.jhe laft return, by this, is leflened about five hundred. 

I laft night received a letter from general Schuyler, with 
^veral inclofures, copies of which I have herewith tranfmit- 
xd. They will give Congrefs every information I have re* 
.pedling our northern army and the fituation of our affairs 
n that quarter ; — to which I beg leave to refer their atten- 
ion. — I cannot but exprefs my furprife at the fcarcity of 
provifion which general Scliuyler mentions, after what the 
commiffary afllired me, and which formed a part of my letter 
of the fourteenth. He ftill aflures me of the fame. — This is a 
diftrefling circumftance, as every article of provifion, and 
every thing neceffary for that department, can have no other 
now than a land-conveyance, the water-communication from 
hence to Albany being entirely cut off. 

Congrefs will pleafe to confider the inclofure, N° 6, about 
railing fix companies out of the inhabitants about the lakes, 
to prevent the incurfions of the Indians, The general 
officers, in their minutes of council, have determined it a 
matter of much importance ; — and their attention to the 
price of goods furnifbed the foldiery may be extremely ne- 
ceffary. They have complained much upon this head. 

The retreat from Crown-Point feems^to be confidered in 
oppofite views by the general and field officers. The for- 
mer (I am fatisfied) have weighed the matter well; and yet 
the reafons afligned by the latter againft it appear ftrong 
and forcible. — L hope whatever is done will be for the 
bcft. * ♦ * 

By a letter from the amantxceotOnagfrqi^ 

C 
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this morning, the men-of-war and tenders were ydtoJ^m po 

Ilavci (ham-buy, about forty miles above this. A nm^ rio 

of nun, in iiiur barges from the tenders, attempted to 

with a view (they i'uppofe) of taking fume flieep andadB th< 

that had been previoully removed. — A fmall number gfiR foi 

litia that were col lefted obliged them to retreats without 

doing any damage with their cannon. — They were fonoiS dn 

the wat:r up towards the Highlands; by which it isM har 

bablc tliey will attempt to pafs with part pf thp fleet, 

polliblc. B I fc 

Yellcrday evening a Hag came from general Howe viiB fali 
letter add re* lied ** To George M^ajhhigton^ cfquire^ t^f, (9 

^c." — It was not received, upon the fame principle W wc 

the one from lord Howe was refufed. B dir 

I have the honor to be, &c. ' G. V be< 

k 
T 
tl 

Sir, Ncw^Tork^ July 19, I7:i| n 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of tl* it 

fixteenth and fevcnteenth, with the feveral refolves thevcocf w 

tained 5 to the cxc curion of which, fo far as fliall be in ni| bl 

power, I will pay proper attention. n 

In my letter of the feventeenth I tranfmitted you a C(^ f' 

of one from general Schuyler, and of its feveral inclofures." t 

I confefs the determination of the council of general officefi f< 
on the feventh, to retreat from Crown-Point, furprifeil ffJ 
much : and the more 1 confider it, the more ftriking doo 
the impropriety appear. The reafons ailigned againft it b 
the field-olTicers, in their remonftrancc, coincide greatly wii 
my own ideas and thofe of the other general officers I 

had an oppottunity of confulting with, and feem to be « €; 

confiderable weight,— I may ad^, conclufive. — I am not fc tc 

fully acquainted with the geography of that country andlfcl re 

fituatiou of the different pods, as to pronounce a percmptofjl A 

judgment upon the matter : but, if my ideas are right, tic I th 

pofieiiioa 
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»ofleffion of Crown-i^oint is eflential, to give us the fupc- 
tority and maftcry upon the lake. 

. That the enemy will poflefs it as foon as abandoned by us, 
here can be no doubt : and if they do, whatever gailies or 
orce we keep on the lake will be unqueftionably in their rear. 
'. — How they are to be fupportcd there, or what fuccour can be 
irawn from them there, is beyond my comprehenfion. — Per- 
laps it is only meant that they fhall be employed on the com- 
nunication between that and Ticonderoga. If this is the cafe, 
fear the views of Congrefs will not be anfwered, nor the 
alutary efFeftsbe derived from them, that were intended. 

I have mentioned my furprife to general Schuyler, and 
virould, by the advice of the general officers here, have 
lirefted that that poft Ihould be maintained, had it not 
^en for two caufes, — an apprehension that the works have 
been dedroyed, and that, if the army (hould be ordered from 
Ticonderoga, or the poft oppofite to it (where I prefumc 
they are), to repoffefs it, they would have neither one place 
nor another fecure and in a defenfible ftate :; — the other, left 
it might increafe the jealoufy and diverfity of opinions 
which feem already too prevalent in that army, and elta- 
blifh a precedent for the inferior officers to fet up their judg- 
ments whenever they would, in oppofition to thofe of their 
fupcriors, — a matter of great delicacy, and that might lead 
to fatal confequences, if countenanced j— though in the pre- 
fent inftance I could wifti their reafoning had prevailed. 

If the army has not removed, what I have faid to general 
Schuyler may perhaps bring on a reconfideration of the mat- 
ter ; and it may not be too late to take meafures for main- 
taining that poft. But of this I have no hope. 

In confequencc of the refolve of Congrefs for three of the 
saltern regiments to reinforce the northern army, I wrote 
to general Ward, and, by advice of my general officers, di- 
Tcfted theni to march to Norwich, and there to embark for 
Albany 5 conceiving that two valuable purpofes might refult 
herefrom, — firft, that they WQuId fooner join thcannvlv 
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purfuing this route, and be faved from the diftiefs and^K ^s 

that miitl attend every long march through the coodoi|S Ju 

this hot and uncomfortable feafon ;-«-and iecondlv, tbtn ^^ 

might give fuccour here, in cafe the enemy (hould mitm ^ 
attack about tlie time of their pafling. But the cncmybl ^^ 

ing no\V| with their ihips of war and tenders, cut off V ^^^ 
waiter-communication from hence to Albany, I have vdK ^^i 
tliis day and directed tliem to proceed by land acro&H ^^a 
country.— If Congrefs difapprove the route, or viibW. 1 

give any orders about themi you will pleafe to certifj 
thereof, that I may take meafures accordingly. B cm 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you copies of a 
tcr and fundry rcfolutions which I received yefterday bB gei 
the convention of this (late. By them you will perceivcm ha\ 
have been a£ling upon matters of great importance, Jm ^^n 
are exerting themfelves in the mod vigorous manner tow ^^e 
feat the wicked defigns of the enemy, and fuch difafitdA ^^ 
pcrfcns as may incline to ailid and facilitate their viewiiB ^^* 
In compliance with thcfir requed, and on account of tV ^'^ 
fcarcity of money for ( arryinir their falutary views intoeaf ^^ 
cutioii, I have agreed to lend them, out of the fmall 
now in hand (not more than fixty thoufatid dollars) tw( 
tlioufand dollars, in part of what they want ; which tl 
promife fpeedily to repl;^c. — Had there been money fufr 
cicnt for paying the whofe^f our troops, and no morc,i ■ )^ 
could not have done it. But as it was otherwife and h of 

no means proper to pay'f^pSft and not the whole, I cooii m 

not forefee any inconveniences that v/ould attend the Joan j-* tl' 

on the contrary, that it might contribute in feme decree B 
forward their fchemes.— I hope my conduit in this inftaotf 
will not be difapprovcd. 

I inclofed governor Trumbull a copy of their letter and d 
tlieir feveral refolves, tq day, by colonel Broom and Mr. 
Duer, two members of the convention, who are eoing tfl 
wait on him ; but did Mt think myfelf at liberty to urge of 
requed his intered in forming the camp of fix thoufand incfl» 



r< 
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18 the levies, direfted by Congrefs to be furnifhed the third of 

.'une, for the defence of this place, by that government, are 

' >ut little more than one-third come in. At the fame time, 

lie propofition I think a good one, if it could be carried into 

xecution. In cafe the enemy (hould attempt to efFe£): a 

anding aboye Kingfbridge, and to cut off the communication 

letween this city and the country, an army to hang on their 

car would diftrefs them exceedingly. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

The inclofed paper ftiould have been fent before, but was 

nnitted through hurry. 

P. S. After I had clofed my letter, I received one from 
^neral Ward, a copy of which is herewith tranfmitted. — I 
:iave wrote him to forward the two regiments now at BoC- 
:on, by the mod diredl road, to Ticonderoga, as foon as they 
■urc well, with the utmoft expedition ; and confidcr their 
having had the fmall-pox, as a fortunate circumftance. When 
the three arrive which have marched for Norwich, I fhall 
Immediately fend one of them on, if Congrefs (hall judge it 
expedient ;— of which you will plcafe to inform me. 



Sir, New-Torky July 21, T776. 

I HAVE juft time to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favor of the nineteenth. The interelting intelligence 
of the fuccefs of our arms in the fouthern department gives 
me the higheft fatisfaftion. Permit me to join my joy to 
the congratulations of Congrefs upon this event. — To-mor- 
row I will write more fully. 

Two o*clockj P. M. I this moment had report made me, 
that ten fliips were feen in the offing, coming in, — I fup- 
pofe, part of admiral Howe's fleet, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sir, Kew^l^Qrk^ July 22, xM tha 

YOUR fnvors of tlic eighteenth and ninetecndi,iilK ^^ 
which you have been plcafed to honor mc, have becnW ^ 
received, with the fcveral refolvcs alluded to. ■•' ^^ 

When the letter and declaration, from lord Howe tolK ^° 
Franklin and the other late governors^ come to be pubHiw ^^^ 
I iiK-uId fuppofe the warmed advocates for depeodactff i^^^ 
tlie liiiiifli crown muft be filcnt, and be convinced bcTfliB ^ 

all pofllbility of doubt, that all that has been faid abeS ^^c 
the commifiioners was illufory, and calculated exprefiijK * ^^ 
deceive and cnguard, not only the good people of our«fB ^^ ^ 
country, but thofe of the Englifh nation that were areriE V ^^'^ 
the proceedings of the king and miniftry. Hence we ffttls S^^- 
cauf- why a fpecification of their powers was not nvestn ^^^^ 
major and city of London, on their addrefs reqncRiflgiv ^ 

That ^voulil have been dangerous, becaufe it would ttaj ^*^ 
have been ma ni fell that the line of conduft they weit 
porfue would be totally variant from that they had i 

dullrioufly propagated, and amufed the public with* Tkf ^^^ 

uniting the civil diui inilitary oiPices in the fame perfons. 
too, mil!- be conclufivc to every thinking one, that thcr^i 
to bo bur llftif nej;oti:uion of the civil kind. 

1 have inrlofcti, for the falisfa<5iion of Con<»refs, die fub- 
fiance of wliat railed bcween myfelf and lieutenant-cokod 
Piitterfon, adjuuint-gencval, at an interview had yefterdayiut 
conicquciiee of a requeli from general Howre the day \*\ y^ 
fore ; — to wliich I beg leave to refer them for particulars. 

Colonel Knox of the train having often mentioned to t» 
tlic necelTiry of having a much more numerous body of ar- 
tiilerifts than what there now is, in cafe the prefent contcit 
fliouUl continue longer, — and knowing the deficiency in diis 
indance, and their extreme ufefulnels, — 1 deHred him to 
commit his ideas upon the fabje£t to writing, in order that I 
might t'ar.fmit them to Congrcfa for their confideratios. 
Agreeable tc my requefl, he has done it j and the proprietj I * 

of 
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F his plan is now fubmitted for their decifion. It is certaia 
^aat we have not more at this time than are fu£&cient for the 
. nreral extenfive pofts we now have^ — including the draughts 

.jiich he fpeaks of, and which, I prefume (not only from 
' "^hat be has informed me, but from the nature of the thing)^ 
' m neirer be qualified to render the fame fervice as if they 

■ere regularly appointed and formed into a corps for that 

articular purpofe. 
I beg leave to remind Congrefs that fome time ago I laid 

efore them the propofals of fome perfons here for forming 
' company of iight-horfe ; and the prefident's anfwer, a lit- 
.e time after, intimated that the plan feemed to be approved 
''£. — ^As thofe who wanted to make up the troop are frc- 
'uently prefilng me for an anfwer, I could wifli to be &- 
'ored with the decifion of Congrefs upon the fubje£):« 
^ By a letter from general Schuyler, of the fourteenth in- 
fant, dated at Albany, he informs me, that, the day before^ 
*oxn€ defperate defigns of the tories in that quarter had beea 
"lUcovered, the particubrs of which he could not cfivuJge, being 
'^mder an oath of fccrecy ; — ^however, that fuch mcafures had 
*^een taken, as to promife a prevention ef the intended nu(^ 
<%ief ; and that four of the confpirators (among them, a. 
si^ogleader) were apprehended about one o'clock that moni'- 
Dg, not far from the town. What the plot was, or who 
ircre concerned in it, is a matter I^m ignorant of as yet- 
f With my heft regards to Congrefs, I have the honor to be 
^our and their moft obedient fervant, G. W* 

p. S. Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what was propo fed 
icfpe£^ing the exchange of Mr. Lovell, and fignify their 
ileafure in your next. — The laft week's return is alfo in- 
lofed. 



SlKf NeW'Tork^ July 22, 1776, 

CONGRESS having been, pleafed to appoint Mr. 
(Tilper to the coqunand of a company in the German b»^ 
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tJiUion now raifing, 1 have direclcd him to Tq)MrtoI 
ddi^liia for their orders. From my aicquaintance wiAIM 
I a:n pcri'uadcd his condu£l as an officer will merit dnrf 
probation: anJ, thanking them for their kind attentioni 
rrcommendation of l;iin, i have the honor to be^ withi 
ments of the highell rcfpef^, &c. Q,} 



Si R> Nnv- l^orky July 23, i; 

I WAS honored with your favor of the twcnddl 
ycflcrday's poft, fincc which, and my letter, nothing of 
mcnt has occurred. 

The fliipR, mentioned in my letter of the twenty-Mi 
have been in the offing, got in that day,' and are fuppoWl 
be part of the Scotch fleet, having landed fome Highl 
ycilcrday. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you copies of i 
ter and fundry rcfolutions wliich I received lad night 
the convention of this (late. They will ihforniyouof 
computed number of inhabitants and flock upon Na 
Iflaiid, and their fcntimcnts on the impracticability of 
moving the latter; and alfo of the meafures they think 
ceiTaiy and likely to fecure them 

I have alio inclofed a letter from Mr. Faefli to lord Sff' 
ling upon the fubjc6l of a cannon-funiace for the ufe of tk 
ftatcs. Congrefs will fee his plan and propofals, and detfl* 
mine upon them as they fliall judge proper, 

I am, fir, with every fentiment of refpeft, &c. G. ^ 



. Sir, New-Torky July 23, 1776.I 

SINCE I had the pleafure of writing you by 
morning's poft, I was favored with a letter from eovernoi 
Trumbull, a copy of which is inclofed, and to which I bee 
leave to refer you.— In regard to the flock he mentions, I 
wrote to him, reqacfting that they might be removed from 
the iflands on which they were, as I conceived it of grtat 
9 importance 
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portancc to djftrcfs the enemy as much as poffible in the 

.;icle jof frefli provifion.— I wifti the other governments 

ay fellow his example, and have it removed from the 

aiids belonging to them refpeftively. 

When the fliips of war and tenders went up the river, it 

as thought expedient that application (hould b& made for 

le Connefticut row-gallies and thofe belonging to Rhode- 

landi in order to attempt fomething for their deftruftion. 

■'.s foon as they arrive we fhall try to employ them in fomc 

feful way, — ^but in what, or how fuccefsfully, I cannot at 

Erefcnt determine. 

Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what Mr. Trumbull fays 
efpeding the continental regiment raifing under colonel 
?Vard. If they incline to give any orders about their defti- 
iation, you will pleafe to communicate them by the earlieft 
ipportunity, as their march will be fufpended till they are 
knovnu 

\ The orders Mr. Trumbull has given to the officers of 
their cruifers, to flop provifion-veflels, feem to be nece^ary. 
(We have too much reafon to believe that fome have gone 
ivoluntarily to the enemy, and that there are many perfons who 
would continue to furnifh them with large fupplies : and, 
however upright the intentions of others may be, it will be 
a matter of the utmoft difficulty, if not an impoffibility, for 
any to efcape falling into their hands now, as every part of 
the coaft (it is probable) will fwarm with their fhips of war 
and tenders. I had propofed writing to the cortvention of 
this ftatc upon the fubjeft before I received his letter ; and 
am now more perfuaded of the neceffity of their taking 
fome fteps to prevent further exportations down the Sound. 
In my next I fhall inform them of the intelligence received 
from Mr. Trumbull, and recommend the matter to their at- 
tention. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
P. S.^ It appears abfolutely neceffary that the exportation 
of provifion (hould be ftoppeJ. Our army is large, and 
pthcrwifc may want. Nor can individuals be injured, as 

they 
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they have a ready-money market for every thing thej have to 
difpofe of ill thac way. 



Sir, Ncw-Tork^ jTufy i^, 1776. 

DISACREP2ABLE as It is to mc and unpleafing u 
it may be to Congrefs to multiply officers, I find myfelf un* 
der the unavoidable neccifity of afking an increafe of fflf 
aides-de-camp. The augmentation of my commandi— tbc 
increafe of my corrcfpondence,— the orders to givey*— tie 
inftrudions to draw,— cut out more bufincfs than I am abk 
to execute in time with propriety. The bufinefsof fo mauf 
different departments centring with me, and by mc to be 
handed on to Congrefs for their information, — added to die 
incrcourfc I am obliged to keep up with the adjacent ftatesi 
— and incidental occurrences, — all of which require confi- 
dential and not Iiack writers to execute, — renders it impoffi- 
blc, in the prcfent Hate of things, for my family to dit 
charge the feveral duties expedled of me, with that pre- 
cifion and difpatch that I could wifh.— What w^ill it be 
tlien, when wc come into a more a£tive fcene, and I am 
callvl upon f;om twenty diflcrcnt places perhaps at the lame 
infl.irit ? 

Cu:i;;rcfo vill do me the juflice to believe (I hope) diatit 
is not my inclination or wifli to run the continent to any un- 
neceflkry cxpcnfe; and thofe who better know me will not 
fufpect that ihew and parade can have any influence on mf 
mind in this initiir.ce. A conviftion of the neceffity of it| 
for the regular difeliarge of the trull repofed in me is ibc 
governing motive for the application ; and, as fuch is fub- 
mitted to Congrefs by, nr, your molt obedient, &c. G, W. 



Sir, Ncw'Torky July 27, 1776. 

I WAS yeftercliiy morning honored with your favor 
of the twenty-fourth inftimt with its feveral inclofures to 
which I fliall pay the ftriclell attention. 

7 la 
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Hie confidence Congrefs are pleafed to repofe in my 
judgment demands my warmeft acknowledgments, and they 
may reft afiured it {hall be invariably employed^ fo f ar ^ 
fhall be in my power^ to promote their vie^s and the public 
weal. * * * 

Since toy lift, nothing material has occtArrcd.-=^Tefterdaf 
evening report was made that eight fhips were feen:in th€ 
offing, ftandhig towards the Hook. Tlie men-of-war and 
tenders arc ftill up the river. They hate never atteftipted 
to pafs the Highland £ortificatlDns ; and, a dayor two ago^ 
quitted their ftation^ and fell down the river eigbt or teii 
miles. The vigilance and. a&ivity of the m9itik "oppofittf 
where they were have prevented their landing ,^nd Idoin^ 
much injury. — One poor peafant's cot they plundered an* 
^len burnt. . . . . i 

I would wiih to know whetner the allowance given to of- 
ficers, the feventeenth of January, of a dollar and one- third 
for every man they enlift, Congrefs mean to extend tb the 
officers who enltft for the new afniy for tht'ee y^ars. At 
firft.it may appear wrong, er jrather exorbitant, fuppofing) 
^at many will be recruited put of the regiments now in fer- 
vice, and under them : but tke sdlowance will be of great ufe^ 
as it will intereft the officers, and cfH forth their exertions 
which otherwife would be faint and languid. Indeed I an< 
fearful, from the inquiries I have made, that their utmoft 
exertions will be attended with but litde fuccefs. It is 6b- 
je&ed that the. bounty often dollars is too low$ and argued,- ' 
«-«»*< if the ftates, fumiihing men for five or fix months, al- 
low confiderably morcy why fliould that be aiccepted whetit ^ 
|}^ term of enliftment is td be for three years ?''-^l heartily ' 
V^ifli a bounty in land had been or could be given, as watf ' 
propofed fome time ago« I think it would be attended with - 
^utary confequences* 

In confequence of my supplication to governor Trumbull, 
Iifi has fent me two row-gidlies 1 and I exped another from 
liim* None from governor Cooke are yet come ; nor have 

'Vol. I. P I hcand 
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1 hc:inl from ■ Inm (Ml the fuKjcAi — One is complete h© 
— ^'I'hfc firc-ftjips arc going on under Mr. Anderfbh's dk- 
tion, but .rather flowly ; and lanv preparing fomc obfti» 
tions for (he channel nearly oppofi to the works at theup^ 
end of thib iRand.— -w*hcn all tlilnga* ate i^eady, Imtenih! 
try, if it (lull fccm pradlu:al>lc, to dLllroy tljc fliips andta- 
dcrs ibovc, aiud to employ tlie galliesj if tliey can lie of » 
vanuge. . 

; Tlic milliia for the flying camp come in but dewly. 'Jjf 
return frpm general Mercer ]^ftcrday, tlicy'^re'^biif^ 
more thun tliree tliouland- If tltcf Were iii^^iaitbe'ies 
fliortly, axid the fituation of .the' enemy Tefnaiti& the faoei 
would m^,ibine.efFort&to annoy them,- keep! A^ bur •jnli 
l^re well guarded, and not puttmg too much t6 (be hfiarfi 

Qr in ;inyj»anner to the rilk \ .; • -.vi^ f : 

I have the honor to be, &c« . • : (j, f 



YOUR favor of the tweiity- fourth 1 itfcdred imfr 
turday evening, and, agreeable to your recjaeft, fliall cxpunf 
the preamble to the »efoluft!6h fubjefting the ptopertv^ 
f^bjeclsto the Britifh crown- ^o forfeiture and canfifcatios. 

. Our (lock of mu(ket-powder is entirely made up in or 
tridgcs. I therefore rcqueft'that Gongrefs wiUordcr foiff 
or five tons more of tl^at fort -to 'be immediately forwarded; 
it being not only neceflary tliit -we (honld hsire kioit fc 
that purpofei but alfo fome dock to remain in barrels. 

. Yeilerday evening Hutchinfon's and Sergeant's regimcDfs 
ficom Bollon at rived 5 alfo ttro row-gallies from Rhodc- 
liland. — ^I am fearful the troops have not got ehtireir dear 
of the fmali-piSwc. I (hall ufe every poffiblc precaution to 
prevent tibc infeftlon fprcading^ and, for that purpofe 
have ordered them to an encampment feparat^ and dttidd 
Crpm the reft* 

fij (ttcurday's report fn>W Long-Iflahd Camp, five {hlps,i 
- . • ' ' • • briji 
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jbrig, and five fchoonefs, had got into the Hook ;— by yef* 
jterday's, two Ihips more, and a floop, were ftanding in.— 
What they are, 1 have not been able to learn. 
^ '1 have tranfmltted a general return herewith, by which 
pbngrefs will perceive the whole of our force at the time it 
jjras made. 

• I have inclofed you an account of fiindry prizes, which 
ijtrsts tratitmltted to feveral gentlemen herp by faturday'spoft. 
rhfe-tw'o laft prizes 1 did not fee mentioned in the letters 
hewn hie ; and I fear the report of the fecond provifion-vef- 
el is premature .-^I was alfd this minute informed that cap- 
klh'Biddle had taken a (hip with fugars for Britain, and, 
Wteitigirig her In, unfortunately loft her on Fiflier's-Ifland. 
i have the honor to be, &c. G. W." 



■ Sir, N'eiXJ-Tor%y July 30, 1776.. 

2 I WAS this morning honored with your two favors 

f yeftefday's date; and, agreeable to your reqUeft, have, 
iven Mr. Palfrey liberty to negotiate your claim With Mr^. 
•rimer, and wifh it may be fatisfied agreeably to you. 
: I laft night received a letter from general Schuyler, a copy. 
f which I do myfelf the honor xo tranfmit you. You will 
lereby perceive his reafons for leaving Crown-Point, and- 
"referring the poft the council of officers determined to 
^ke oppbfite to Ticonderoga. — I am totally unacquainted 
^ith thofe feveral pofts and the country about them, and 
ierefore cannot determine on the validity of his obferva- 
ons, or think myfelf at liberty to give any direftion in the . 
katter. 

Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what he fays of their dif- 
'cfs for money. From hence he can have no relief, ther^ 
e:rg only about three of four thoufand dollars in the pay- 
iafter*s hands according to his return this morning, — and 
H but two months* pay due to the army, bcfides many other 
Smands.— I could with that proper fupplies of money could 

P2 be 
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be always kepti—thc want may occafion confequences of] 
ilarmiiig nature. 

By a letter from Jiim, of a prior date to the copy ificWi 
he tells mc that a Mr. Ryckman, who has juft 
tlirough tJie country of the Six-Nations, reports that 
Indians who were at Philadelphia have gone home i 
very favorable ideas of our ftrength and refources. TIA 
heard in many of their villages :— a lucky circumftance,2 
will either gain their friendfliip or fecure their ncutralitf. 

In my letter of the twenty-feventh I informed Oxf 
» of my views and wiftes to attempt fomething agahit 
troops on Staten-Ifland. I am now to acquaint them,d 
by the advice of general Mercer and other officers at Ami 
it will be impra£licable to do any thing upon a large lo 
for want of craft, and as the enemy have the entire (» 
mand of the water all round the ifland.— I have defircd 
neral Mercer to have nine or ten flat-bottomed boats biA 
Newark-bay and Elizabethtown, with a defign principaHri 
keep up the communication acrofs Hackinfac and Fafi 
rivers, which I deem a matter of great importance, and« 
tremely neccfTary to be attended to. 

Since I wrote you yetterday, eleven fhips more, fe 
brigs, and two floops, have come into the Hook. I have 
yet received intelligence what any of the late arrivals ait 
but I fuppofe we (hall not long remain in a ftate of unct! 
tainty. 

Having reafon to believe that lord Howe will readily coii 
into an exchange of fuch prifoners as may be more imitf 
diately under his command, and that fomething will be 
fered on this fubjeft within a day or two, or rather comci 
anfwer to the propofidons I have made general Howe, 
(hould be glad to have Congrefs's interpretation of the K 
folve of the twenty-fecond inflant, empowering the con* 
manders to exchange, &c \ — whether, by the word * 
they mean failors generally, as well thofe taken in the vef 
fels of private adventurers by the cnemy> as thofe bclongii* 
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Jo the continental cruifers^ or veflels in the continent's em- 
ploy ; or whether they only defign to extend the exchange 
50 the latter, — thofe in their particular employ, 

I would alfo obferve, that, heretofore, failors belonging to 
inerthant fhips that have fallen into our hands, and thofe 
^miployed merely as tranfports, have not generally been con- 
idered as prifoners. — ^I fubmit it to Congrefs whether it 
ftay not be now neceflary to pafs a refolve declaring their 
^ entiments on this fubjeft, and, in general, who are to be 
"reared as prifonerS of war, that are taken on board veflels 
■^iclonging to the fubjefts of the Britifh crown, &c.— The 
■'cfulc of their opinion upon the firft queftion ptopofed, you 
'^rill be pleafed to tranfmit me by the earlieft opportunity. 
^ I have inclofed, for the confideration of Congrefs, a me- 
■'.lorial and petition by captain Holdrldge, praying to be re- 
*!cved againft the lofs of money ftolen from him, — not con- 
''eiving myfelf authorifed to grant his requefl. The certi- 
•'cate which attends it proves him a man of charafter ; and 
fis cafe is hard, on his ftate of it.— Whether making the lofs 
»<'ood may not open a door to others, and give rife to appli- 
^tions not fo juft as his may be, I cannot determine.-— That 
•cms to be the only objeftion to relieving him, 
^ I am informed by general Putnam that there are fome of 
:ie Stockbridge Indians here (I have not feen them myfelf^ 
i^ho exprefs great uneafinefs at their not being employed by 
Bg, and have come to inquire into the caufe. lam fenfiblc 
*ongrefs had tkem not in contemplation when they refolved 
hat Indians might be engaged in our fervice. However, as 
'-^cy feem fo anxious,— as they were l«d to expedk it, from 
••hat general Schuyler and the other commillion'ers did,— ai 
-e are under difficulties in getting men, and there may be 
singer of their (or fome of them) taking an unfavorable 
^rt, — I beg leave to fubmit it as my opinion, under all tlitfe 
TGumflances, that they had better be employed. 
J have the honor to be, &c. G# W* 

P3 
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Sir, New-l'orij Auguji 2, i))!, 

YOUR favor of the thirtieth ultimo, with its fcrai 
uiclofurcs, I was honored with by wediiefday's poft. 

Congrcfs having been pleafcd to leave with me the diw 
tion of colonel Ward's regiment, I have -wrote to govoa 
Trumbull, and requefted him to ordex their march to tlf 
place, being fully fatisfied that the enemy mean to sak 
their grand pufti in this quarter, and that the good rf 4 
fcrvice requires every aid here that can be obtained. lb* 
alfo wrote to colonel Elmore, and dire£led him to repair hitk 
with his regiment.— -When it comes, I fliall fill up comri 
fions for fuch ofBcers as appear widi tlieir refpe£live cob 
panics. 

Colonel Holman, with a regiment from the Maflachufafi 
ftate, is arrived. Colonel Cary from thence is alfo hciti 
waiting the arrival of his regiment which he hourly cxpccli 
He Jidds, when he left New- London he heard that the diiri 
regiment from the Maflachufetts was almolt ready, ^ 
would foon be in motion. 

The enemy's force is daily augmenting ^nd becomii^ 
Ilroiiger by new arrivals. Yeflerday, general Greene re- 
ports that about forty fail, including tenders, came into tli; 
Hook. What they are, or what tliofe have brought thi 
have lately got in, I remain un-informed. However I diini 
it probable they are part of lord Howe's fleet with th! 
Hefiian troops : — it is time to look for them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. q^ \f. 

P. S. I am extremely forry to inform Congrefs our troop 
are very fickly. 



Sir, Iscvj'VQrh^ AuguJ} 5, ijjd 

I WAS honored with your favor of the thirtv-firft ul- 
timo on friday, with its fcvcial inclofures ; and return you 
my thanks for the agreeable intelligence you were pleafei 
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■j-**^.- . ■ • •. ... .4.1 .J A . ... '• " ■ • .'...- 

to cppimunicate, of the arrival of one of our flups with %icU..i 
TaTuaUe articles as arms an^^amraupition ^ .alfo of the cap- 
ture made by a privatqer. . : 

TThe mode for the exchange pf prifonersy refolvcd on by 
Corigrefe, is acceded toby general Howe> fo far as it comes 
withip his Command. A. copy rof, my lettqr and his anfwer 
upon this fubjed 1 have the honor to inclofe you ; to which 
[ B?g Fe^ve to refer Congrefs- 

^jTne 'ihclofed copy of a letter from colonel Tupper, who 
had the general command of the ^allies here, will inform 
Congrefs of the engagement between them and the fliips of 
«var up the North-river on fat;urday ev^nipg* and of the da- 
mage w6 fiiftained. What injury wag done to the fhips, I 
cannot aftertain. It is faid they were hulled feveral itimes 
by our fhot. . All accounts, agrpe that our officers and men, 
during the whole of the.pffi^iiv> belw^d with great fpirit and 
bravery. The damage dp^e; the gsjllies (hews beyond quef- 
tion that they had a warm time of it. — The fhips ftill re* 
main up the river ^ and, before any thing. further can be at- 
tempted againft them (fho^ld it be thought adyt&ble), the 
jgallies mull be repaired. . * , » • 

' I have alfo tranfmittcd Cpngrefs^a copy of a letter I re- 
tpiyed by faturday's poft from governor Cooke,, to which I 
refer them for the intelligence it. contains. :The feizure of 
our yeffels by the Portuguefe: }s, I feiir, an event, too true. 
Their dependence upon the Britifli crown fpr aid againft the 
Spaniards mud force them to .comply widi jevery thing re- 
quired of them.— I wifli the Morris may get £afe in with 
her caygo.— As to the fhips captain Buchlin faw on the 
:wenty-fifth ultimo, they are. probably arrived: for yefterday 
twenty-five fail came into the Hook. 

By a letter from general Ward, of the twenty-ninth ul- 
imo;^ he informs me that two of our armed vefiels^ the day 
3cf6re, had brought into Marblehead a (hip bound from Ha- 
|fax to Staten-Ifland. She had in i^bput fifteen hundred 
ind pine pounds' worth of BritiQi goods, befides a good 

P 4 many 
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many belonging to torics. A Halifax psiper^ found on boarf 
hert I have inclofedy as alfo an account fent me by Mr.b 
zaYd, tranlmittcd him by fome of his friends, as giYienbydie 
lories taken in her. Their intelligence, I dare fay, is true zer 
fpefting the arrival of part of the Heflian troops.— Genenj 
Ward in his letter mentions, that, the day this prize vti 
ta^n, captain Burke^ in another of our aitne4 veflels, U 
an engagement with a (hip and a fchooner which k 
thought were tranfports, and would have taken them, had it 
ndi been for an unlucky accident in having his quarter-ded 
blown up. Two of his men were killed, and feveral moie 
were wounded. 

The hulks and chevaux-de-frife^ that have bepn preparinr 
toobilruft the channel, have got up to the place they arc iftr 
tended for, and will be funk as foon as pofllble. 

{ have tranfmitted Congrefs a general return qf the arm? 
in and about this place on the third inftant, by wl^ch tliej 
will perceive die amount of our force. 

Before I tbnclude, I would beg leave tp remind Congitfi 
of the neceflity there is of having fome major-generals ap- 
pointed for this army, the duties of which are great extcn* 
five, and impofliblc to be difcharged as they ought and the 
good of the fervice requires, without a competent nupibej 
of officers of this rank. I mean to write more fully upon the 
fubjeci : and, as things are drawing faft to an ifTue and it i? 
neceflary to make every proper difpoCtion and arrangement 
that we pofEbly can, I pray that this matter may be taken 

into confideratibn, and claim their early attention. I well 

know what has prevented appointments of this fort for fome 
time paft : but the fituation of our affairs will not juffify 
longer delays in this inftance. — By the firft opportunity I 
(haii take the liberty of giving you my fentimcnts more at 
f irge upon the propriety and neceflity of the meafure. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W 
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■ Sir, New'Torkr Juguji 7, i776. 

IN my letter of th? fifth which I had the honor of 
^ddreffing you, I begged leave to recall the attention of 
-Congjrefs to the abfolute neceflky there is for appointing 
niore gcne^'al o$cers,-sr-promiring at the fame time, by this 
firil opportunity, to give my frntim^nts more at large upon 
thp fubjedl.. * ', 

Confident I sim that the podponing this nieafjare has, not 
prpcceded from motives of frugality : otherwife I ftiould 
take the liberty of attempting to prove that we put too much 
to the hazard by fuch a faving.— r-I am but too well apprifed 
of the d^flScultids that occur in the choice. They are, I ac- 
kiY>wle,dge, great ; l^ut at the fame time it mud be allowed 
they are of fuch a nature as to prefect themfelves whenever 
the fubjedl is thought of. 'X^me on the one hand does not 
remove them ^ on jtbe other, delay may be produ£live of 
fatal confequences 

This army, though far (hort as yet of the numbers In«- 
tended by Congrefs, is by much too unwieldy for the com- 
mand of any one man, wjthout feyeral major-generals to 
aflift. For it is to be obferyed that a brigadier-general at the 
head of his brigade is ip more than a colonel at the head of 
a regiment, except that he a£i:s upon a larger fcale. Officers 
pi more general command are at all times wanted for the 
^ood order and government of an army, efpeciajly when the 
arnay i? compofed chiefly of raw troops ; but in an a£lion' 
they are indifpenfably neceflary. — At prefent there is but 
one major-general for thl$ whole idepartment and the flying 
jcamp ; whereas, at this place alone, lefs than three cannot 
' difcharge the duties witji that regularity they ought to be. 

If thefe major-generals are appointed, as undoubtedly 

they will, oiit of the prefent brigadiers, you will want for 

* tbis place three brigadiers at leall.— The northern depart- 

■ ment will require. one, if not two (^s general Thompfon is 

^ prifoner, and the barpn Woedtke reported to be dead or in 

,..: '''' a ftate 
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» flate not much better), there being at prefent only om 
brlgnilicr-gcncral (ArnoKl) in all tliat department. — Yorik 
cifftcrn governments there ought to be one, or a |najor-gen^ 
ral, to fuperintencl the regiments there, and to prevent im* 
pbfitiona that might otherwife be praAifed.-^Thefe makctbe 
number wanted to be fix or fcven ; and who arc to be ap^ 
pointed, Congrcfs can bed judge. 

To make brigadiers of the oldcft colonels would be tk 
kid exceptionable way : but it is much to be queiliocd 
whether by that mode the ableft men would be appointed to 
office. And I would obferve, tliongh the rpnk of the colo* 
nels of the caftern governments was fettled at Cambridge 
Jaft year, it only rcfpccied themfclves, and is ftiH open as te 
officers of other governments. To pick a colonel here and 
a colonel there through the army according to the opinioo 
entertained of their abilitiesy would nO doubt be the means 
of making a better choice, and nominating the fitteft per- 
foils : but then the fcnior ofBcers would get difguftcd and, 
more than probable, with their connexions, quit the fcr 
vice. — ^Th^tt might prove hu\ at this time. — To appoint 
f;on:lcjni.:i as brigadiers, that had no fcvvcd in this armv in 
iliis parr of it at kiur, would not wound any one in cani- 
cular, but hurt the whole equally, and mull be confidcrcd in 

u very diri:t)ura^in{; lipjht by every ofiioer of merit. View the 

m.itter therefore in any point of lip,ht you will, there arc in- [ 
ci^nvcniencies on the one hand, and difnculties on the other 
v.Mch oui^ht to be avoided.— Would they be remedied by 

appointing the oldeft colonels from each ft ace ? If tliis 

mode fliould be thought expedij:.:, the inclofed lift o-ivcs rhe 
names of the colonels, from New-Hanipfliire to Pennfylva- 
r,l\ inciufive, fpecifying thofe who rank fivft, as I am told 
in the feveral colony litis. 

I have tranrmitted ;i copy of a letter from Mr. John Glover 

fetting forth the nature and grounds of a difpute between him 

and a Mr. Bradford rel'pecting their agency. Not conceiving 

myiclf authorifed, nor luving the fmilleft invlination toin- 

t tcrfcre 
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tcrfere in any degree in the matter, it is referred to Gongre% 
who will determine and give direftion upon it in fuch man-;- 
ner as they (hall judge left. I will only obferve that Mir« 
Glover was recommended to me as a proper perfon for aa 
agent when we firft fitted out armed veffels, and was ac- 
cordingly appointed one*, ^nd, fo far as I know, difchargc4 
his office with fidelity and induftry. 

I received yefterday evening a letter from general Schuy- 
ler, containing lieutenant M^ Michael's report, who had 
be^n fent a fcout tq OfOvego. A. copy of the report I have 
inclofec} for the information of Congrefs, left general Schuy^ 
ler Ihould have omitted it in his letter which ac companies ' 
this. He was at the German-Flats when he wrote, which was 
the fecond inftant, and the treaty with the Indians not be- 
gun*, nor had the whole expefted then arrived. But of 
thefe things he will have advifed you more fully, I make no 
doubt. ' 

The paymafter Informs rrf9 he received a fupply of money 
yefterday. It came very feafon^bly : for; the, applications and 
clamorj of the troops had become inceflant and diftrefling 
beyond meafure. — There is now two months' pay due to 
them. — ^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, 

SINCE cloGng the letter which I had the honor to 
write you this morning, two defcrters have come in, who . 
left the Solebay man-of-war laft evening. One of them is 
a native of New- York. Their account is that they were ia 
the engagement with colonel Moultrie at Sullivan's I (land on 
the ninth of July — (the particulars they give nearly corre- 
fpond with the narrative fent by generaf Eee) i — that they 
left Carolina three weeks ago as a convoy to forty-five tranf- 
ports having on board general Clinton, lord Ccniwallis, and 
the whole foiithern army confifting of about three thoufimd 
men, all of whonv were -landed laft week on Gtatcn-lflaiid in 
tolerable hcHih 5— that, oa funday, thirteen tranfports, part 
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Ci ]ou\ Howl's fi^ct, inul hiivinj; on board Heflians and 
IIi,:ljliiuU-p:, Ciiivc lo Si.itcn-lll.iii'.li— that the remainder of 
tliC 11. ^ij v.IiicJi V. :is rc;H)ricd lo have, in the whole, tweke 
thouljrci men, had parted wic!i chcie troops off the banksof 
Kc\vfuuiul!and) and v.crc cxpcdcd to come in erery mo- 
ment ;— that tlicy were getting tlicir heavy carriages aci 
caiini :i on bi^raril, liad launched eight gondolas with flat 
bottoms, and two rafti or llages to carry cannon. 

Thefe men underitaiul that the attack will foon be made 

if the otjicr troops arrive ; — that they give out they will lay 

the Jerfeys wallc with fire and fword ;— that the computed 

ftrength of their army will be thirty thoufand men. ITiey 

further add^ thjt| wlnrn they left Carolina » one tranfportgot 

on iliorej fo cliat they were not able to give her relief » upoa 

which, fhc furrendcred, w ith five c ompanics of Highlanders, 

to general l-ice, who, after taking every thing valuable out of 

her, burnt hor ;— that the admiral turned general Clinton outof 

his (hip after the engagement, with a great deal of abufc;— 

great diiTercnces between the principal naval and military 

gentlemen ; — that the fl:ips, left in Carolina, are now in fuch 

a weakly diilrcill-d condition, they would fall an eafy prey. 

I am, lir, witli great rcfpedl, &c. Q, \y, 

ITcad'^^uartcrs^ Kiiv-l'orki Augnjl 7, 1 776, 

cm Q clock, P.M. 

The fliips arc changing their pofition, and the men-of-war 

forming into a line: Uut 1 ftill tliink they will wait the arrival 

of the rem.nning Hciaans before any general attack will be 

made. — Monday's return will fliew our ftrength here. 






Sir, TslewVorkj Juguft 8, 1776. 

BY yeOcrday-morning's poll, I was honored with 
your fiivor of the fecond inllant, with fundry refolutions of 
Congrcfs, to v/hich I fliall pay flricl attention. 

At) tlie propofnion for employing the Stockbridge Indians 
ha:s been approved, I have wrote to Mr. lidwards, one of the 
f:oir»miirioncr?:j and who lives among them, re4uefting him 

to 
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tb ^gage them or^ fuch as zrt willing, to enter the fcrvice. 
I have direftcd him to indulge them with liberty to join this 
or the northern array, or both, as their inclination may 
lead. 

I wifh the falutary cdnfequenceS ftiay r^fult from the re- 
gulation refpefting feamen taken, that Congrefs have 'm 
view. From the nature of this kind of peopk, and the pri* 
vileges granted on their entering into our fervice, I fhould 
.fuppofe many of them will do it. — We want them much. 

I yefterday tranfmittcd the intelligence I received from the 
4ieferters from the Solebay man-of-war.— The indofed copy 
of a letter by laft night's port, from the honorable Mr. 
Bowdoin, with the information of a captain Kennedy lately 
taken, corroborate their accounts refpefting the Hcfliari 
troops. Indeed his report makes the fleet and armament, to 
be employed againft us, greater than what we, have heard they 
would be. However there remains no doubt of their being 
both large and formidable, and fuch as will require our mod 
vigorous exertions to oppofe them. Perfuaded of this, and 
knowing how much inferior our numbers are and will be ta 
theirs when the whole of their troops arrive, — of the im- 
portant confequences that may and will flow from the appeal 
that will foon be made, — I have wrote to Connefticut and 
New-Jerfey, for all the fuccour they can afford, and alfo to 
the convention of this flate, — What I may receive, and in 
what time, the event muft determine. But 1 would fain 
hope, the fituation and the exigency of our affairs will call 
forth the moft ftrenuous efforts and early afllftance of thofe 
who are friends to the caufe. I confefs there is but too 
much occafion for their exertions. I confidently trull they 
will not be withheld. 

I have inclofed a copy of a letter from Mr. Bowdoin re- 
fpedling the eaftern Indians. ' Cbngrefs will thereby perceive* 
that they profefs themfelves to be well attached to our in- 
tercfl:, — and the .fummary of the meafures taken to engage 
them in our fervicc. I have the treaty at large between the 

7 honorable 
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honorable cotincii of the Maniichufc'tts^ on behalf of tbe 
.ITnitcd Statesy M'iih the ilclcy^ates of tlic Saint-John's and 
.Mickmac tribes. The probability of a copy^s bcitl^ fcflt 
alTeai!r, and its great length, prevent one coming herewith. 
If Coiigrefs have not had it forwarded to them, I will icnd 
a copy by the full opportunity after notice that it has sot 
l>een received. 

: jlvgufl 9.—— By a report received from general Gwcnc 
lail night, at funfet and a little after, about a hundred boats 
were fecii bringing troops from Scaten-Ifland to the fliipS) 
three of which had fallen down towards the Narrows, hav 
iDg taken in fjldiers from thirty of the boats. He adds, that, 
by the btil obfervations of feveral officers, tliere appeared to 
be a general embarkation. 

I have wrote to general Mercer for two thoufand men 
from the flying camp. Colonel Small wood's batallion, as 
part of ihe:n,. 1 expcft this forenoon : but where the reft 
arc to come f.om, I know not, as, by the general's laft re- 
turn, not more than three or four hundred of the new levies 
had got in. 

In my letter of tht fifth I inclofed a gener.il return of the 
army under my immediate command : but I imagine the fol- 
lowing ftate will give Congrefs a more perfert idea, though 
not a more agreeable one, of our fituation. For the fevenl 
polls on New-York, Long and Governor's iflands, and Pau- 
lus-IIook, we have, lit for duty, ten thoufand five hundred 
and fourteen, — fick prefent, tliree thoufand and thirty-nine— 
fitk abfent, fix hundred and twenty-nine, — on eohimand two 
thoufand nine hundred and forty-fix, — on furlough^ ninety* 
fttven,— total, feventeon tlioufand two hundred and twenty* 
five. In addition to tiicfc, we are only certain of colonel 
Siiidllwood's batallion in cafe of an immediate attack. Our 
pofts too are much divided, having waters between many of 
them, and fomc difcant from others, fifteen miles. Thcfe 
circumftances, fufiiciently diftrefling of themfelves, are much 
aggravated by the ficknefs that prevails through tlie army. 

Every 
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Every day more or Icfs are taken down.5 fo that the propor- 
! tibn of men that may come in cannot be cdnfidered as U 
I Teal and fen^iceable augmentation oil. the Whok* . 

Thefe things are mejanchply; but they are neverttelefr 
i true:— I hope for better.— ^Under eVery difadvantage, my uff 
; mod exertions (hall be employed to bring about the great end 
. we. have in view: and» fo far as I can judge from the .ptb^ 
feffions and apparent 4ifpofition of my troops, IfliallbaTtf 
ftieir fupport. The fugeriprky of the..ei>emy pnd the cx^^ 
]^£i;ed attack do not feem to have depreffed dieir fpirits. 
Thefe confideratioiis lead me to think, that, though the 
appeal may not terminate fo happily in our favor as I could 
wiQif yet they will not fucceed in their views witlioijt con* 
; Cderabie lofs-. Any advantage they .may .get, I :trufl:, wiU 
coft them dean .,.•,.. .:,..;., 

: £ight o'clock^ A. M. . ^ 

. By the reverend Mr, Madlfon and a Mr. Jphnfonj . ti)r»' 
; gentlemen of Virginia, who came frpm Staten-Ifland yefter-J 
, day, where they arrived ihe day befpre ia the packet withj 
^ colonel Guy Johnfon, I am iuformed t6at nothing material, 
had taken place in England when Aey left it.; — that there 
had been a change in the French miniilry, which, many pco-. 
,^ pie thought, foreboded a war;— tliixt it f<?emed to be be-, 
lieved by many that Congrefs would attempt to buy off! 
, the foreign trooj)s, and that it miglit -be cfiefted without ^ 
. great difficulty,^ Their accounts from Staten-Ifland nearly 
cbrrefpond with what we had before.: they fay that every pre- . 
p'aration is making for an attack ; — that the force now upon 
. the ifland is about fifteen^ thoufand;-Tt,hat they appear very 
impatient for the arrival of the foreign -trpops, but a very » 
fmall part having got in. Whether they would attempt any 
thing before they come, they are uncertain : but they arp , 
fiire they will as foou as they arrive, if not before.— ;They 
fay, from what they could collcdl from the converfation of 
* oiEccrs, &c, they mean to hem us in by getting above u% 

and cutting off all communicaiioa with the country. 
» ^ That 
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That this is their plan, fccms to be corroborated and cos- 
firmed by the circum (lance of fome Ihips of war going oA 
at liitfercnt times U^ithin a few days paft^ and other vdiet 
It is probable that a part afc to go rotind and come up the 
Sound. 

Mr. Madifon (liys lord Howe's powers were not known 
when he left England ; — that general Conway moved, bcfoK 
his departure) that they might be laid before the commons) 
and had his motion rejected by a large majority ir 

I have the honor to be, &c. G* ^^ 



Sir, NeW'Totk^ Auguji ii, i?/* 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of tk 
eighth and tenth inftant, with their fevcral inclofures. ^ 
fiiall pay attention to the refolution re(pe£ting lieutenatf 
Jofiah, and attempt to relieve him from his rigorous u£^ 
— ^Your letters to fuch of the gentlenlen as were here hwc 
been delivered. The reft will be fent by the firft oppo^ 
tunity. { 

Sinccmylaft, of the eighth and ninth, the enemy have maicj 
no movements of confequence- They remstiti nearly in the I 
Himc itate ; nor have we any further intelligence of thei? 1 
dcfigns. They have not been yet joined by the remainJct , 
of the fleet with the Heflian troops. ' - 

Colonel Smallwoocl and his batallion got in on friday; 
and colonel Miles is alfo here with two batallions more of f 
Pcnnfylvania riflemen. t , 

The convention of this (late have been exerting themfcIvcJ I r 
fo call forth a portion of their militia to an encampment 
forming above Kinglbridge, to remain in fervice for the 
fpace of one month after their arrival there ; and alfo half of 
thofe in King and Queen's counties, to reinforce the troops 
on Long-Ifland till the firft of September, unlefs fooner dil- 
charged. General Morris too is to take poft with his bri- 
gade on the Sound and Hudfou'5-river for ten days, to 

anooT 
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atmQy the enemy in cafe they attempt to land ; and others 
of their militia are dire£led to be in readinefs, in cafe their 
aidihould be required. Upon the whole, from the infor- 
mation I have from die convention, the militia ordered are 
sow in- motion, or will be in a little time^ and will amount 
to al^t three thousand or more.: From Connedicut, I am 
not certain what fuccqars are coming. By one or two gentle- 
ni^u who have cfbme fropi thence, I am told fome of the 
militia were aflTembling, and, from tlie intelligence they had, 
wpuld n^rch this week. 

,By^Je^t^r from gotyjcmor Trumbull, of the fifth, I am 
^ylfed i^^t the : troops^ ifo^ that ftate, deftined for the 
northern army, had, marched for Sken^fborough. — General 
Wai;d too, by ar letter of ^e fourth, injforms me that the two 
regijfpents wY)uld march from Bofton l^ft week, having been 
Gle;M3(ed and generally recovered from the IJoaall-pox. I have 
alfo countermanded my orders to colonel EUmore, and dir 
t^Qsjsd i^ ;tp join (he northern armyj having heard, after 
pay orders- to, Connedlicut for his marching hither, that he 
and moil of his-regiment were at Albany or within its vici- 
nity.-r^Cir^exalfWard.mentlons that tl^e^^ouncilof the MafTa- 
pj[>i\fett8.ft»te. will have in from two to .three thoufand of 
l^^ir militia to def(?nd their lines and different, pods, in lieu 
of the regiments ordered from thence agreeable to the re- 
folution of Congrefs. ; 

The inclofed copy of a refolve of this ftate, pafled the 
renth inftant, will difcov£r the apprehenfion they are un- 
let of the defediion of the inhabitants of King's county 
fh)m the common caufe, and of the meafures they have 
:akcn thereupon. I have direfted general Greene to give 
iie committee fuch affiftanpe as he can, and tl^ey may rc- 
^uircy in the execution of their Qpmmiffion ; though at the 
ame time I wifti the information the convention have re- 
reived upon the fubjeft may prove groundlefs. 

I would beg leave to mention to Congrefs, that, in a letter 
[ rtccivcd from general Lee, he mentions the valuable coi ^ 

VpL. I. Q^ foquenc^s 
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fcqucnccs tint wouUl rcfult from a number df caTalrj ba( 
employed in the foiithcrn department. "Without than (ft 
ufehi^own cxprefllons) he can aiifwer for nothing:— fii 
one thoufandy he would cnfure the fafcty of thofe ftatesi^ 
I (hould have done myfclf the honor of fubmitting diis 
ter to Gongrcfs before at his particular requeft^ hadkrt 
cfcapcd my mind.— ^From his acquaintance with that 
try, and the nature of tho grounds, I doubt not hehaswdgU 
the matter \vcU> and prefume he has fully reprefented tb 
advantages that would arifc from the eftablifbmcnt of f«^ 
a corps : — all I nrican, is, in compliance with his rcquiliw 
to mention the inatter, that fuch confideration may be b 
upon it (if not already determined) as it may be deferviflg^ 

I have tranfmitted a general return, whereby Gongrt 

will perceive the whole of our llrength, except the two W 

lions uiuier colonel Miles, which, coming fince it wasBi' 

' out, are not included. 

1 have Hiclofed u letter juft come to hand from Martiflii|< 
Congrefs will pkafe to confidcr of the purport^ favoriflg 
with thirir anlwer and a return of the letter. 

'I'liis moment (ten o'clock) report is made by gcnfl* 
Cirtciicrhat a man-of-wnr came inycftcrday, and thatfixtyfi 
©f Ihips are now ftanding in. — No doubt, they are a fuitl' 
part of ihtt HelHan fleet. 

I have the Iionor to be, &c. G.^ 



THIS will be handed to you by colonel * ♦ * fru* 
the nonlicrn army, whom the inclofed letter and procce* 
ings of a general coirrt-inartial will fhcw to have becni^ 
arrcft, and tried for fimdry matters charged againft ^ 
As the court-martial was by order of the commander inti 
department, — the fafts committed there, — the trial there, 
1 am much at a lofs to know why the proceedings were ^ 
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:rrcd to me to approve or difapprove. As my interfering 
I the matter would carry much impropriety with it, and 
icw a xlsrant of ttgiXd id the rules and prafticc in iuch in- 
aiices,— and as colonel * * * is going to Philadelphia,-^! 
ivc fubmitted the whole of the proceedings to fhe con- 
leratidn of Corigfefe for their decifion upon his cafe,— ^ 
tT^&lf convinced that fuch determination wUl be had 
^fein, as will be right and jufL 
have the honor to bey &c* Q. WI 



Slit, New-Torki Auglift 13, 1776; 

AS there is reafori to believe that but little time wiU 
apfe before the enemy make fhelt attack, I have thought! 
advifable to remove all the papers in riiy hands, refpedSing 
c afiairs of the ftates^ frofri this plalte. 1 hope tlhc event 
ill (hew the precaution \(ras unnfeceflfary i btit yet ptudencc 
ijiiired th^t it fhould be done, left by any accident they 
Ight fdi into their ha'nds. They are all contained in a 
ge box, nailed up, and cO^nmitted to the care of lieuten* 
t-colonel Reed, brother of' the adjdtant-genetal, to btf 
tlvercd to Congtefs, In whdfd ciiftody I would beg leave 
depc^fit them until our affairs fhall be fa citctrtnftanccd ad 
admit Of their return* 

TThe enerfiyi fince my lettef of yefterday^ have received 
ffiirther augriienfation of thirty-fix {hips td their fleet; 
Llin^ the whole that have arrived fince yefterda'y ftiorn- 
C', ninety-fix, 

t have the honor to b^, tat. G- W; 

P. S. I would obferve tfiat I Kav'e (eilt off the box pri- 
mly, that it might raife no difagreeble ideas 5 and haviT 
oiii«d colonel R^ed ioi itcttc^i 



(iJL SlRg 
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Sir, A'rtt;-! Vi, Jugufi 14, ^ 

SINCE I lud the honor of addrefluig 70a on 
day, nothing oi importsincc has occurred here, except ' 
the enemy have received an augmeutation to thdr toi 
ninety-fix fliips:— fume reports make them more, hal 
ter I wrote you yeilerday by lieutenant-colonel Rec^l' 
vifcd you of this : but prefuming it may not reach jfS 
foon as this ^ ill, I have thought proper to mention tk' 
telligcnce again. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit a copy of d<i 
amination of a deferter fent me this morning by g0 
Mercer, to which 1 beg leave to refer .Congrefi fa 
lateft accounts I have from the enemy. WhethcrA 
telligence he has given is literally true, I cannot dcteni 
but as to the attack, we daily expeft it. 

Your favor of the tenth, with its inclofures, was dJl 
ceiyed J and I have inClruded the feveral oflScer&wbo^ 
promoted, to a£l: in their ftations as you requefted, tb 
their commlllions were not fcnt. 

As we are in extreme want of tents and covering fo 
army, — a great part of thofe at the out-pofts having noc 
to ihciter them, nor houfcs to go into, — I fubmit ittct 
grcfi. whether it may not be pnulenc to remand thofc' 
were ktely feiit to Bollon, where there are no troops a^i 
fcnt ; and, if there v/erc, the neceflky for them wouli 
ht great, as the town, and barracks at feveral of the f 
would be fufhcicnt to receive them. 

The inclofed letter from lieutenant-colonel HenfhaW' 
difcovei "t0 Congrefs his views and wifhes, which thef 
confider and determine on, in whatever way they think^ 
and conducive to the public good •, — meanino- only » 
his letter before them. 

I take the liberty of mentioning that colonel VarnBJ^ 
Rhode-Ifland lias been with mc this morning to reli? 
commiffion, conceiving himfcif to be greatly injured ia' 
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hatring been noticed in the late arrangement and promotion 

Jpf general oificers. — I remooftrated againft the impropriety. 

ejjf the meafure at this time •, and he has confented to (lay 

-nil affairs wear a different afpeft from what they do at 

fvtknt. 

Eleven o\locL — By a report jufl: come to hand from gexje- 
jal Greene, twenty (hips more are coming in. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



x? 



J Sir, New-Tor k^ ^uguji 14, 1776. 

% ' THIS will Be delivered you by captain Moeballe, a 

SPutch gentleman from Surinam, who has come to the con- 
Ktinent with a view of entering into the fervice of the ftatesj^ 
AS you will perceive by the inclofed letters from Mr. Browne 
3f Providence, and general Greene. What other letters and 
;Credentials he has, I know not ; but, at his requeft, have 
-given him this line to Congrefs, to whom he wifhes to be 
introduced, and where he will make his pretenfions known. 

I have ordered the quarter-mafter immediately to write to 
Mr. Browne for the Ruflia duck he mentions, with direftions 
to have it inftantly made into tents there, — ^being in great 
diftrefs for want of a fufficient number to cover our troops. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 



Sir, NeW'Torkj ^uguji 15, 1776. 

AS the fituation of the two armies muft engage the 
ittention of Congrefs, and lead them to expe£l: that each 
-cturning day will produce fome important events, this is 
xieant to inform them that nothing o£. moment has yet caft 
xp. In the evening of yefterday there were great movc- 
nents among their boats \ and, from the number that ap- 
jcaied to be paffing and repaffmg about the Narrows, we 
leere induced to believ.e they intended to land a part of 

0^3 their 
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their force upon Long-Ifland: but, having no report 6h| 

general Greene, I prcfume they have not done it. 
I h^vc the honor iq be, &c« G.V> 

P. S. Your favor of the thirteenth was i^ceived by ycto 

day's pofl.— I wrote on monday by the return exprels,ai 

fuppofcdf 



Sir, New-2^ork, -^ugufi j6, ijji 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fincc I had* 

plcafure of addrelPing you yefterday, nothing intcrcftingbt 

twecn the two armies h^s happened, Things remain ni 

in the fituation tiiey then were. 

It is with peculiar regret and concern that I have an of 
portunity of mentioning to Congrefs the fickly condition 
our troops. In fomc regiments there are not anyofik 
field-officers capable of doing duty f in others the d 
is extremely difficult for ws^nt of a fufficient number, 
have been obliged to nominate feme till Congrefs trantt 
the appointments of thofe they wifh to fuccced to i 
feveral vacancies occafioned by the lace promotions. Tfe 
being a matter of fomc confequence, I prefume will ha* 
^heir early attention, and that tliey will fill up the ksd 
vacancjes alfo mentioned in the Hit I had tlie honor <^ 
tranfmitting fome few days ago to the board of war, 

I am, fir, with the utmofl refpcdt, &c. G.^' 



^}^i Ncw'Tprky ^uguji 17, 17/t 

THE ctfcun>ftapqes of the two armies having under- 
gone no material alteration fince I had the honor of ^^Titiaj 
ito you Jaft, I have nothing particular or importaint tQ coin' 
piunicate refpefting then). 

|n my letter of yefterday I forggt to mention the aniv^ 
of lov4 Dunniore here. By the examination of a captain 
Hunter (who pfcapcd frgm the enemy, and c:-^iT)e to Ambcj 
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Iff ^ • 

on the fourteenth) tranfmitjted me by general Roberdeau, I 

^ am certainly informed his lordfliip arrived on the thirteenth. 

The examination does not fay ?iny thing about the fhips he 

l>rought with him : it only extends to Iu& force, which it 

-mentions to be we^. 

I before now expefted the enemy would have made their 

attack i nor can I account for their deferring it, unlefs the in* 

tclligence, given by captain Hunter and another perfon who 

^ efcaped about the fame time, is the caufe, — to wit, that they 

• are waiting the arrival of another divifion of the Heflian 

«^ troops, which (they fay) is ftill out. — Whether that is the 

^ reafon of the delay, I cannot undertake to determine : but 

^ I ihould fuppofe things will not long remain in their prefent 

ftate. — I have inclofed a copy of general Roberdeau's letter, 

'and of the examination of thofe two perfons, which will 

'i fliew Congrefs all the information they have given upon 

"' thefe fubje£ts. 

^ I am juft now advifed by Mr. Aires who came from 
^ Philadelphia to build the row-gallies, that two ojf our fire- 
'■ veflels attempted laft night to burn the enemy's ihips ^nd 
tenders up the river. He fays that they burned one tender, 
and one of them boarded the Phoenix, and was grappled wi:h 
her for near ten minutes ; but Ihe cleared herfejf. — ^We loft 
both of the veflels.— His account is not fo particular as I 
could wifli ; however, I am certain the attempt has not fuc 
ceeded to our wiflies. In a little time it is probable the 
matter will be more minutely reported. 

J havq thp honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New'llri, Auguji 18, 1776. 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the 
Cxtcenth witli ^he inclofure, and am forry it is not in my. 
power to tranfmit Congrefs- a copy of the treaty as they re- 
quire, having fcnt it away with the other papers that were 
inmy h^dsp 

Qw4 TIic 
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The rcfolution they have entered into refpefiing Ae 
foreign troops, I am peTfuadcd, would produce falon; 
enTedts, if it could be properly circulated among tbenu I 
fear it will be a matter of difficulty. However I will tie 
every meufure that lliall appear probable to facilitate the eai 

I have the honor to inclofe you, for the pcrufal and coi' 
lideration of Congrefs, fundry papers marked N° i tolf J 
inclufivf, the whole of which, except N** 2 and 7 {w 
anfwers to lord Drummond and general Howe) I recciie' 
yefterday evening by a flag, and to which 1 beg leave toi^ 
fer Congrefs. 

I am exceedingly at a lofs to know the motives and cai^ 
inducing a proceeding of fuch a nature at this time, aai 
why lord Howe has not attempted fome plan of ncgociatiof 
before, as he feems To defirous of it. If I may be alW 
to conje£lure and guefs at the caufe, it may be thatpaitcf 
the Hefllans have not arrived, as mentioned in the examii' 
ation tranfmitted yefterday,— or that general Burgopeb 
not made fuch progrefs as waj.expefted, to form a junfii^ 
of their two armies,— or, w/iat I think equally probabfc 
they mean to procraftinate their operations for fome tiflKi 
trufting that the militias which have come to our fuccoC 
will foon become tired and return home, as is but too ufo^ 
with them. — Congrers will make their obfervations up^ 
thefe feveral matters, and favor me with the refult as foo> 
as they have done. — They will obferve my anfwer toW 
Drun^mond, who (I am pretty confident) has not attendri 
to the terms of his parole, but has violated it in feveral in' 
ftances. It is with the reft of the papers: but if mytnf 
mory ferves me, he was not to hold any correfpondencc fr 
redlly or indireftly with thofe in arms againft us, or top 
into any port or harbor in America, where the enemv them* 
fclves were or had a fleet, or to go on board their fhips. 

The treaty with the Indians is in the box which lieutes* 
ant-col*>nel Reed, I prefume, has delivered before this. ^ 
Congrefs are defirous of feeing it, they will be pleafcd» 



K 
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liave the box opened. It contains a variety of papers, and 
till the afF?irs of the army, from my firft going to Cam* 
bridge, tiii it was fent away. 

This morning, the Phoenix and Rofe men of-war, with 
two tenders, availing themfelves of a favorable and brilk 
wind, came down the river, and have joined the fleet. 
Our feveral batteries fired at them in their paffage, but with- 
out any good eflPeft that I could perceive. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Tork^ Juguft 19, 1776. 

I HAVE nothing of moment to communicate to 
aj . 

J. Congrefs, as things are in the fituation they were when I 

had laft the honor of addreffing them. 

- By a letter from general Ward, of the twelfth, I find that 

Whitcomb's regiment, on the eighth, and Phinney's, on the 

ninth, marched from Bofton for Ticonderoga. 

Governor Trumbull alfo, in a letter of the thirteenth, ad- 

vifes me that Ward's regiment in the fervice of the ftates 

was on the march to this army, and that he and his council 

of fafety had in the whole ordered fourteen militia regiments 

to reinforce" us. Three of them have arrived, and amount to 

about a thoufand and twenty men. When the whole come in, 

we fhall be on a much more refpeftable footing than we have 

* been : but I greatly fear, if the enemy defer their attempt for 

^ any conCderable time, they will be extremely impatient to 

^ return home j and if they fhould, we fhall be reduced to dif- 

^ trcfs again. 

" He alfo adds that captain Van Buren, who had been fent 

" for that purpofe, had procured a fufficient fupply of fail- 

^ cloth for the veffels to be employed on the lake, and a part of 

^ the cordage, in that ftate ; and had a profpeit of getting the 

' remainder. 

i ' As there will be a difficulty in all probability to circulate 

*'- the papers'defigned for the foreign troops, and many mif* 

f carriages 



J34 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

carriages may happen before it can be effefledy it sajk 
proper to furnifh me' with a larger quantiny than what I 
already have. 

Inclo/ed I have the I>onor to tranfmit you 3 gener^J Rtan 
of our whole force at tlijs time, in which are comprehptdel 
the ihree rejjiments of militia above mentioned* I ^ ibnf 
Jt (hould be fo much weakened by (icknefs. Tfec rptujBiil 
ihcw you how it dil^rcflcs us. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. V* 

P. S. The port juft now arrived has brought a fuitta 

fnpply of papers for the Hcfliaus, whicli makes piy rcqi 

Ikioi) uuneceflary. 



SjR, New-l 'ork, jfuguft 20, r;fi 

I WAS ycfterday morning favored with yours of tk 

fcventeentb, accompanied by fevcrai refolutions of G)Dgrc6» 

and commiflions for oiBcers appointed to the late vacancks 

in this army. 

I wrote fomc days ago to general Schuyler to propofeta 
generals Carlcton and Burgoyne an exchange of prifonersiB 
confequcnce of a former refolve of Congrefs authorifing their 
tomniaiuiers in each department to negotiate one. That cf 
major Meigs for major French, and captain Dearborn's for 
any officer of equal rank, I fubmitted to general Howe's 
confidcration, by letter, on the feventeenth, underftandioj 
their paroles bad been fent him by general Carleton; but 
have not yet received his anfwer upon the fubjedl. 

In refpeflb to the exchange of the prifoncrs in Canada, if* 
propoCtion on that head has not been alre;^dy made (and I 
believe it has not), the ii)clofed copy of general Carleton* 
orders '(tranfmitted me under feal by major Bigelow who 
was fent with a flag to general Burgoyne from Ticondeto- 
ga, with the proceedings of Congrefs on the breach of capi- 
tulation at the Cedars, and the inhuman treatment of oiff 
people afterwards) will fhew it is unneceflary, as he hasdetetf 
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pnined to fend them to their own provinces, there to remaia 
as prifoners ; interdicling at the fame time aii kind of intcr- 
courfe betwec^' us and his army, except fuch as may be for 
the purpofe of imploring the king's mercy. — The ^(Taflina-. 
I^oirlie mentions, of brigadier-general Gordon, is a fa£l: en- 
tirely new to me, and what 1 never heard of before. — I fliall 
not trouble Congrefs with niy ftriftures upon this * * * per-. 
fornjance, * * * only obferviqg thjt its defign is fomcwhat 
artful, and that each bo^tmaij with major gigejow was fur- 
, nifhed with a copy. \ 

I have ^Ifo tranfmitted Gongrefs a copy of the major's 
journal, to which I beg leave to refer them for thjg intelli^ 
gence reported by him on his return from the truce. 

By a letter from general Greene yefterday evening, he in- 
formed me he had received an exprefs from Hog-Ifland in- 
let, advifing that five of the enemy'$ fhiall veflels had appear- 
ed at the mouth of the creek, with fome troops on boarpli — 
ajfo that he had heard two periaguas were ofFOyfter-bay,— ^ 
the whole fuppofed to be after live ftock ; — and, to pre* 
v^nt their getting it, he had detached a party of horfe, and 
two h^ndjre4 and twenty men, among them twenty riflemen. . 
I have not received further intelligence upon the fubjeft. 

I am alfo advifed by the examination of a captain B|ittoa 
(mafter of a veiTcl that had been taken) tranfmitted me by 
general Mercer, that the general report among the enemy's 
troops, when he came off, was, that they were to attack 
Long-I/land, and to fecure our ^yorks there if poffible, at the 
fame tinje that another part of their army was to land above 
this city. This informatipn is corroborated by many otjicf 
accounts, and is probably true : nor will it be poffjblc to 
pf event th/pm landing on the ifland, as its great extent affords 
a variety of places favorable for that purpofe, and the whole 
of our works on it are at the end oppofite to the city. How** 
ever, we fli^U attempt to harrafa them as much as poffible, 
which will be all that \vc can do. 

I haY5 the honor to bc^ &c. p. W, 
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Sir, New^i'orky ^ugujl 21, 17;^. 

INCLOSED I have the honor to tranfmit you a cop; 
of my letter to lord Howe (as well on the fubjcdl of a ge- 
neral exchange of prilbners in the naval line, as thatrf 
lieutenant Jofiah in particular) and of hid loidfiiip's anfwo, 
vbich, for its matter and manner, is very difF^rent from g^ 
neral Carlcton*s orders m hii.h were forwarded yefterdar. 

The (ituation of the armies being the fame as when I 
had tl^c pleafurc of addrefTing you lall, I have nothing i^ 
cial to communicate on that head, nor more to add, thai 
that I an*> with all poflible refpecl, &c. * G. W. 



Sir, IfewYork^ ^nguft 2a, lyyi 

I DO myfcif the honor to tranfmit Congrefs a copf 
of a letter I received yefterday evening by cxprefs from go- 
, vcrnor Livingfton, alfo copies of three reports from colonel 
Hand. 

Though the intelligence reported by the fpy on his retura 
to governor Livingfton has not been confirmed by the event 
he mentions (an attack laft night), there is every reafonto 
believjC that one is fhortly defigned. The falling down of 
feveral (hips yefterday evening to the Narrows, crowded witk 

men,— thofe fucceedcd by many more this morning and a 

great number of boats parading around them (us I was juft 
now informed) with troops, — are all circumftances indi- 
cating an attack : and it is not improbable it will be made 
to-day. It could not have happened laft night, by reafon of 
a moft violent'guft. 

We are making every preparation to receive them* and I 
truft, under the fmiles of providence, with our own exer- 
tions, that my next, if they do attack, will tranfmit an ac- 
count that will be pleaiing to every friend of America and 
of the rights of humanity. 

I have the honor to be, &c. q ^, 
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Sir, New-Tor k, Jugujl 23,.i7./6, 

I BEG leave to inform Co^grefs^ that, yeftcrday 
morning and in the courfe of the preceding night, a confi- 
derable body of the enemy, amounting by report to eight or 
nine thoufand, and thefe all Britifh, lai:ided from th^ ttzxit- 
port-fhips mentioned in my laft, at Grayefend-bav on Long- 
Ifland, and have approached writhin three miles of our lines, 
having marched acrofs the low cleared grounds near the 
woods at Flat-bu(hj where they are halted, from my laft in- 
telligence. 

I have detached from hence (ix batallions as a reinforce* 
ment to our troops there, which are all that I can fpare at 
this time, not knowing but the fleet may move up with the 
remainder of their army, an4 make an attack here, on the 
;next flood- tide. If they do not, I (hall fend a further reiit- 
forcement, ihould it be neceflary ; and have ordered five ba- 
tallions more to be in readinefs for that purpofe. 

I have no doubt but a little time will produce fome imo- 
portant events, I hope they will be happy. — The reinforce- 
ment detached .yeAerday went oflTin high fpirits ; an4 I have 
the pleafure to inform^ you that the whole of the army, that 
are effeftive and capably of duty, difcover the fame, and great 
cheerfulnefs.— I have been obliged to appoint majoif-general 
Sullivan to the command on the ifland, owing to general 
Greene's indifpofition : — he has been extremely ill for fcvcr 
ral days, and (1111 continues bad. 

By wcdncfd^y evening's poft I received a letter from ge- 
neral Ward, incldfing a copy of the invoice of the ordnancc- 
ftores taken by captain Manly, with the appralfement of the 
fame (made in purfuance of my direftion, founded on the 
oirder of Congrefs), which I do myfclf the honor of tranC- 
mitting. — You will alfo receive the treaty between the com^ 
miflloners and the Indians of the Six-Nations, and others^ at 
the German -Flats, which general Schuyler requefted me to 
'forward, by his letter of the eighteenth in'tarit. 

I hare the honor to be, &c. Gv»W- 
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SlKi iVm-J or i, Jtupiji 04, i;)*^ 

t'HE irregularity of the poft prevents your rccdf 
ing the early and conftant intelligence it is my wifli to com- 
municate. This is the third letter which you will probaUt 
receive from me by the fame poft. The firft wad of little of 
no confeqtience : but that of yefterday gave you the beft is- 
formation I had been able to obtain, of the efietny's landing 
and movements upon Long-Ifland.^Having occafion to go 
over thither ycflcrday, I fcnt my letter to the poft-officc at 
die ufual hour, being informed that the rider was expc&ed 
every moment, and would go out again diredily : but in the 
evening when I fcnt to inquire, none had come in. 

1 now inclofe you a report made to me by general Sall?- 
van after I left Long-Ifland yefterday. I do not conceirc 
that the enemy's whole force was in motion, but a detached 
party rather. I have fent over four more regiments, with boats, 
to be ready either to reinforce the troops under general Sul- 
livan, or to return to this place, if the remainder of the fleet 
at tlie watering-place ihould pufh up to the city ; which hi- 
therto (I mean, fince the landing upon Long-Ifland) thev 
have not had in their power to do, on account of the wind 
which has either been a-hcad or too fmall when the tide has 
ferved. I have nothing further to trouble the Cortgrefs with 
at prefent, than that I am theirs and your moll obedient 
humble fcrvant, q^ -^^ 



Sir, Ke-M'York^ Augujl 26, 1 776. 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
twentieth and twenty-fourth, and am happy to find mv an- 
fwer to lord Drummond has met the approbation of Con* 
grefs. Whatever his views were, mofl certainly his con* 
duft refpefting his parole is highly reprehenfible. 

Since my letter of the twenty- fourth, almoft the whole 

of the enemy's fleet have fallen down to the Narrows • and, 

from this circumftance, and the ftriking of their tents at 

7 their 
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'their fcveral encampments on Staten-Ifland from time to 
time previous to the departure of the (hips from thence, ^^ 
arc led to thint they mean to land the main body of their 
army on Long-Ifhind, and to make their grand pufli there. 
I have ordered over confiderable reinforcements to our rrcops 
there, and fhall continue to fend more as circumftances rriay 
require. There has been a little Ikirmifliing and irregulaf 
firing kept up between their and our advanced guards, in 
which colonel Martin of the Jerfey levies has received a 
i^ound in his breaft, which, it is apprehended, will prove 
portal J a private ha.s had his leg broke by a cannon-hall, 
and another has received a (hot in the groin from their muf- 
'fcctry. This is all the damage they have yet done us :— what 
they have fuftained, is not known. 

The fhiftirij^ and changing the regiments have undergone 
of late has prevented their making proper returns, and of 
. courfe put it out of my "power to tranfmit a general ohe oJF 
the army. However, I believe our (Irength Is much the 
fame as it was when^'the laft was made, with the addition of 
nine militia regiments come from the ftate of Conncilicut, 
averaging about three hundred and fifty men each. Thefe 
are liine of the fourteen regiments mentioned in my letter of 
the nineteenth. — Our people ftill continue to be very fickly.. 

The papers defigned for the foreign troops have been piit 
Into feveral channels, in order that they might be conveyed 
to them; and, from the information I had yefterday, I have 
reafon to believe many have fallen into their hands. 
- I have inclofed a copy of lord Drummond's fetond letter 
(in anfwer to mine) which I received fince I tranfmitted his 
firft, and which I have thought neceflary to lay before Con- 
grefs, that they may poflefs the whole of the correfpon- 
dence between us, and fee how far he has exculpated him- 
felf from the charge" alleged againft him. The log-book ho 
mentions to have fent colonel Moylan proves nothing in 
his favor. That (hews he had been at Bermuda, and from 
thence to fome other ifliind, on his paflage from which to this 

place. 
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phcci the vefTcl he was in was boarded by a p3ot i!i0 
brou^'ht her into the Hook, where he found the Britifli te; 
which his lordfliip avers he did not expcA were there, bv* 
ing underftood their dcftination was to the fouthwud. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G.W. 



XTii following letter is from one of the gencraPs aidesj vU 

fignature will alfo appear to a few of the fubfequtnt letter^ 

this volume.] 

Sir, NeW'Tork, Aug. 27, 1776, 8 o^clocky P.M 

I THIS minute returned from our lines on Lonf 
Ifland, where I left his excellency the general. From b 
I have it in command .to inform Congrefs, that yefterdayk 
went there, and continued till evening, when, from tk 
enemy's having landed a confiderable ,part of their forces,-' 
and many of their movements, — there was reafon to appifr 
hcnd they would make in a little time a general attack.— A 
they would liave a wood tp pafs through before they couiJ 
approach the lines, it was thought expedient to place a num- 
ber of men there on the different roads leading from wheS 
they were Rationed, in order to harrafs and annoy themi^ 
their march. — This being done, early this morning a fmi*^ 
engagement enfued between the enemy and our detac> 
ments, which, being unequal to the force they had to con- 
tend with, have fuflained a pretty confiderable lofs : at kaJ 
many of our men are milling. Among thofe that have not 
returned, are generals Sullivan and lord Stirling. Tk 
enemy's lofs is not known certainly : but we are told bv fuci 
of our troops as were in the engagement and have come ioj 
that they had many killed and wounded. — Our party brough 
off a lieutenant, fergeant, and corporal, with twenty privates, 
prifoners. 

While thefe detachments were engaged, a column of tk 

enemy defcendcd from the woods, and marched towards tlie 

9 ccntr: 
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centre of our lines with a dcfign to make an impreftion, but 
■were repulfed. This evening they appeared very numerous 
' about the ikirts of the woods, where they have pitched feve* 
1 1^1 tents : and fiis excellency inclines to think they mean to 
: attack and force us from our lines by way of regular ap- 
prqaches, rather than in any other manner. 

To-day, five fliip§ of the line came up towards the town, 
"Hvhcre they fecmed defirous of getting, as they turned a long 
time againft an unfavorable wind: and on mjr return this' 
evening, I foUndi a deferter from the twenty-third regiment, 
yjvho informed me that they dengn, as foon as tne wind will 
permit them to come up, to give us a fevere cannonade, and 
to filence our batteries, if poffible. 

I have the honor to be, in great hafte, fir, your moft obe- 
dient, Robert H. Harrison. 



^ Sir, Long'I/Iandy yfug. 29, 1776, half after 4, A, M: 

i I WAS laft night honored with your favor of ^thc 

^wenty-feventh, accompanied by funfdry tefolutions of Con- 
■grefs. Thofe reipeftiri^ the oflicers, &c, that may be wound- 
jsd in the fervice of the ftates, are founded much in juflice, 
iftnd (I fhoiild hope) may be produftive of many falutary 
^onfequenccs. As to the encouragement to tte Heilian 
^b'fficers, I wifii if ttiay fiave ^he Jefired efFedt. Perhaps it 
^ight nave oeen better, had the offer been fooncr made. 
. Before this, you will profeatly have received a letter from 
lilr. Harrifon, of the twenty-fevenfli, advifing of the en- 
gagement between a detachment of our riicn and the enemy 
Dn that ^ay. — I am' forry to inform Congrefi that I have 
■iot yet heard either of general Sullivan or lord Stirling,' whrf 
*3iey would obferve J were among the rtiilEng after the en- 
jagement : nor can I afcertain our lofs. I am hopeful, part 
fclF our men will yet get in : feveral did yefterday morning, — 
rhat of the cheaiy is alfd uncertain i the account* are va- 
^ Vol. L R riousw 
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rious* I incline to think they fufTcrcd a good dcaL Soot 
tlcfertcTA f.iy fiv(T hundred were killed and wounded. 

There w.is forx- "'^rmifliinjr, the grcatcft partof ycfcf- 
day, b.^twccn i^rilfs fioin iJie riie-my and our people: la 
the eve!»:n^ it w:is pivity imart. The event I hayenotjfl 
learned. 

The w rather of late has been cytrcmely wet, Tcftcnbj 
it r?i»^e j levcrely the whole afterimo]!, which diftrcffcd o« 
pc.'.' mi. :i,— no; I nving a rL-jTiclcncy of tents to cottf 
tlicm, .-L.ii v.:i...- \. I r.* , i\..t being got over yet. I ami" 
hope.-, *^ f" M'i!! rOI l.c -^^i :/» .': v, .ind that they will bcmoR 
coniforMbW piv;v. \.'. ♦■hou^h t..-,: great fcarcity of thcfe 
ticlcs (llllrefles us beyoi: • :^' "'irc, not hiivini; any thingU 
a fufEcient nun.lKi to prc.frvl ouv people from the incb 
mcncy of the wcubcr •, — wVwh has occafjoned much B 
ncfs, and the men to be .ihv.wil broken down. 

I have the honor to be, &c» G. V. 
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Sir, New 'Tor k, ^uguft jr, \fS 

INCLINATION as well a^ di^y vvoiild i:ave induct^i 
me to give Congrcis ilie c.ir.ielL informntion of my remori 
and that of the tro(jp«, from Long-Il^ind and its dependes- 
cie», to this city» the niglit before lull : bin tiic extreme &• 
tigue which inyfclf and fan:il\ Iia\e undergone, as mui 
from the weaiiier fmee as the engagement on the twenty 
feventh, rendered nie and them entirely unfit to take pefli' 
hand. Since monday, fcarce any of us have been out of tfc 
lines till our paiiage acrofs the EaR-rivcr was cfFecled yefte* , ^ 



day morning ; and, for forty-eight hours preceding thai 
I had hardly been off my horlc, and n^v^r clofed mv cvc^ 
fo that I was quite unfit to write or dictate till this morO' 
ing. 

Our retreat was made without any lofs of men or amm'i' 
nition, aiKi in better order than I expeftcd from troops i5 
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:^e (ituation ours were. We brought off all our cannon and 
Ipres, except a few heavy pieces, which, in the condition 
he earth was by a long-continued rain, wc found, upoa 
rial, impradicable. The wheels of the carriages finking up 
o the hobs rendered it impoffible for our whole force to 
irag them. — We left but little provifions on the ifland, ex- 
;^pt fome cattle which had been driven within our lines, and 
yhich, after many attempts to force acrofs the water, we 
bund impoflible to effeft, circumftanced as we were. 
*' I have inclofed a copy of the council of war held previous 
'■0 the retreat, to which I beg leave to refer Congrefs for the . 
?eafons, or many of them, that led to the adoption of that 
^'leafure. 

;^ Yefterday evening and laft night, a party of our men were 
i^mployed in bringing our (lores, cannon, tents, &c, from 
i^tovernor's-lfland, which they nearly completed. Some of 

le heavy cannon remain there ftill, but (I expe£l) will be 

ot away to-day. 
In the engagement on the twenty-feventh, generals SuUi- 

},n and Stirling were made prifoners. The former has been 
^*rmitted, on his parole,* to return for a little time. From 
My lord Stirling I had a letter by general Sullivan (a copy 

^ which I have the honor to tranfmit) that contains his in- 
i^^mation of the engagement with his brigade. It is not fo 
i^ and certain as I could wifli : — ^he was hurried mod pro- 
^ jibly% as hi§ letter was unfiniflied: — ^nor have I been yet able 
if obtain an exadi account of our lofs : — we fuppofe it from 
aiyen hundred to a thoufand killed and taken. 
* General Sullivan fays lord Howe is extremely defirous of 
i^ing fome of the members of Congrefs j for which purpofc 
'Jh. was allowed to come out, and to communicate to them 
^at has pafied between him and his lordfliip. I have con- 
>tited to his going to Philadelphia, as I do not mean, or 

nceive it right, to withhold, or prevent him from giving, 
^h information as he pofleffes in this inftance. 
^'X am much hurried and engaged in arranging and making 

R 2 new 
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ntw difpoiTtions nf our forces; the' fnovements of thccDenj 
rrqtiirlng tlitrm to be immediately had ; — and thcrrforeta 
only time to atH, that I am, with my bcit- regards to C* 
gtcfs, tlicir and your molt obedient. Sec G.* 



I 



8 IR, Ntw^TopJt, September ^ Vf^ 

AS* my intelligence of late has been rather unfo* 
able, and would be received with anxiery and conccni,? 
cuHarly happy fliould I cfleem myfclf. Mere it inxriypo* 
ar this time to tranfmit Tuch information to Congrefii 
would bo more picafing and agtecuble to tfieir wlfhci:-! 
Hiifortunarcly for mc, — unfortunately for them, — ^itisiK* 

Our fituation is truly diftreffing. The check our dctid 
n.ent fuftained on the tweiity-fcventli ultimo has difpinB 
tt^o' great a proportion of our troops, and filled their red 
with apprehcnfion and dcfpair. The militia, inftead of 
ing forth their utmoil efibrts to a brave and manly oppflf 
lion in order to repair our lofles, are difmayed, intraffiW 
and impr.ticnt to return. CJreat numbers of them )^ 
|:one ali',-— J" fon^v! inflaiiccs, ahrioll by whole regiments/': 
h.ilf o!ies, a'.ul by compani^cs at a ti:r.c. This circumftacs; 
(^f ideif, indcpcnclcnt of others, when fronted by a wem : 
pointed c:iemy fupcrior in number to our whole colleft 
force, woLiid bo ruilklciiTly dilagr'ccabfe : — but, when it'; 
example li.is ir.fcclcd ar.othcr p;ut of the army, — whentW' 
want of difcipline, and rcfufal of almoft every kind o\* 
llraint. and government, have produced a like conduflli- 
tco comn^^on to the whole, and an entire difregard ol^ • 
order and fubordination neceffary to the well doing of an aitf ■ 
and which had been inculcated before, as well as the na**'^ 
of our niilitiiry ellabliihment v/ouLi admit of, — ourcon(!i2" 
is llill more alarming: and with the deepeil concern I* 
obliged to confefs my want of confidence in the gencn5 
of t.ic troops. 

Aii thele circumftances fully confirn^ tlie opinion l^- 

entertain- 
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iCTitertained, and which I irorc than once in ipy letters took 
the liberty of mentioning to Congrefs, that no dependence 
could be put in a militia, or other troops than thofe enlillcd 
""and embodied for a longe;r period than our regulations here- 
tofore hav.e prefcribed. I am perfuaded, and as fully coii- 
Tinced as I am of any one fadl that has happened, that our 
^liberties mufl: of neceflity be greatly hazarded if not entirely 
Joft, if their defence is left to any but a permanent ftandln^g 
'.army, — I mean, one to ^xift during tlie war. Nor vvoufd 
' the .expenfe, incident ^o the fupport of fuch a hody of troops 
' as would be competent to almoft every exigency, far ex-- 
. ceed that which is daily incurred by calling in fuccour, and 
new enliftttientSj wliigh, when efFefted, arc not attended 
' with any good confequences. Men who have been free, 
und fubjeft to no control, cannot be reduced to order in an 
' inftant : and the privileges and exemptions, they claim and 
will have, influence the-condudl: of others ; and the aid dc- 
jrived from thpm is nearly counterbalanced by the difotdcr^ 
irregularity, and confuCon they pcc^fiQn. 

1 cannot find tliat the bounty of teo dollars is likely to 
produce the defir^d cffeft. When men can get double that 
lum to engage for a month ^r two }n the militia, and that 
militia frequently cabled out, it is hardly to be expeSed,— 
'The addition of land might have a coi^fiderable influence on 
^ permanent enlifto;ient. 

Our numljer of men at prefent fit fgr duty is under 
twenty thoufand : they were fp by t^e lall returns and 
Jyefi accounts I could get after the engagement on Long- 
Ifland ; fince which, numbers have deferted. I have orderr 
«d general Mercer to fend the men intended for the flying 
camjp to this place, about a thoufand in number, and to try 
with the militia," if practicable, to mjike a divcrf?on upou 
fitaten-ffland. 

Till of late^ I liad no doubt in xny own iiiind| of defending 
this place : nor (hould I lave yet, it the ;nen would do jthei;* 
^uty : but this I defpair of« It is painful^ and extremdy 

Rj gWlng 
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grating to mc, to give fuch unfavorable accounts: bet i 
would be criminal to conceal the truth at fo critical a p 
turc. Every power I poflcfs (liall be exerted to fenctk 
caufe; and my firft wiih is, that^ whatever may be is 
event, the Congrefs will do mc the jufticc to think fo. 
If we fhould be obliged to abandon the town, oughti 

ftand as winter-quarters for the enemy? They would 

rive great conveniences from it on the one hand ; and bh 

property would be deftroycd on the other. It is an imi 

tant quellion, but will admit of but little time for d( 
tion. At prefent I dare fay the enemy mean to prcfent 
if they can. If Congrefs therefore fhould rcfolve upon 
deftru(^ion of it, the refolution fhould be a profound fecrc; 
■ as the knowledge of it will make a capital change in tiii 
plans. — I have the honor to be, &c. Q.f. 



' Sir, J^^'^ork, Septemher^\)i 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on tk 
fecond, our affairs have not undergone a change for thetel 
ter, nor aflumed a more agreeable afpeft than what tif 
then wore. The militia, under various pretences of fici 
nefs, &c, are daily diminifliing; and in a little time l'^ 
perfuaded, their number will be very inconfiderable. 

On monday night a forty-gun (hip pa/Ted up the Sound be- 
tween Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored in TurJf* 
bay. In her pafTagefhe received adifcharge of cannon fromcc: 
batteries, but without any damage ; and, having a favorafe 
wind and tide, foon got out of their reach. Yefterday morn- 
ing I difpatched major Crane of the artillery, with ttfO 
twelve-pounders and a howitzer, to annoy her 5 who hull* 
ing her feveral times, forced her from that ftation and to 
take ihelter behind an ifland, where fhc ftiH continuci 
There arc feveral other (hips of war in the Sound witbi 
good many tranfports or (lore-fliips which came rouni 
Lcng-Iflaii", fo that that communication is entirely cu: 
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©fF.— Tire adminvl^ \vidi the main body <rf the fleet, is clofc 
in with Govt.7rriorVifland. 

Judging it expedient to guard againft every contingency 
as far as our peculiar fitcation will admit, and tha: "e 
may have refources left if oblig :d to abandon this pi ace, I 
have fent away and am removing above Kingfbridge a'. ' our 
ftores tfxat arc unhcccffary, and that wiil not be immediately 
wanted. 

I imt indofed feveral original letters from fome of our 
bfficers prifoncrs at Quebec, which fell into general G ites's 
hands, and were tranfmhtcd by h'"m to general Schuyler 
Vho fent them to me. Gener::^. Gates adds, that the perfons 
■who brought them faid general Burgoyne had fent meiTages 
to the inhabitants upon the lake?, inviting their continuance 
on their farms, and aflbring them that they Oiould remain in 
fccurity. 

The poft-mafter having removed his office from the city 
to DobbsVferry, as it is faid, makes it extremely inconve- 
nient, and will be the means of my not giving fuch conitant 
and regular intelligence as I could wiOi. — Cannot fome 
mode be devifed, by which we may have a pretty conftant 
'and certain intercourfe and communication kept up ? It is 
art intefefting matter, and of great importance ; and* as fuch, 
I am perfuaded, will meet with due attention from Con- 
grefs. 

I have tranfmitted the copy of general Gates's letter as 
fent me by general Schuyler, from which Congrefs will dif- 
cover all the information 1 have refpe&ing general Bur- 
goyne*s meflage, and my lateft intelligence from Ticondero- 
ga, with the returns of the army there. — Thufc of the army 
here it is impoflible to obtain, till the hurry and bullle we 
are now in are a little over. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Congrefs will perceive, by general Gates's letter, his 
want of mufket-canridge-paper. It is impoffible to fupply 
him from hence. They will- therefore be pkafcd to order 

R 4 what 



54? GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

\vli;a h«? wants (if it can be procured) to be immcdii 
fcnt l:iiu fioni Piiiladelphia. 



5?R# Ncu^rsrk^ Septcmher 6, ijjfi 

I WAS lad night honored with your favor of tlu 
third, with fundry rcfolutions of Congrcfs : and pcrccirin{ 
It to be their opinion and determination that no dam^ 
fliall be done the city in cafe we arc obliged to abandfl? 
it, I Ihall take every inefifure in my power Jo prevent it. 

Sine c my letter of the fourth, nothing very material b^ 
occurred, unlefs it is that the fleet feem to be drawing moi( 
together, and alj getting clofc in with GovernorVlflani 
Their dcfigns we cannot learn j nor bayp we been able to 
procure the leaft information of late, of any of their plans of 
intended operations. 

As the enemy's movements are very different 'frprnwlia) 
we expe£led,--and, from their large encampments a confi- 
derable diftance up the Sound, there is reafon to believe thej 
intend to make a landing above or below Kingfbrid^e, anJ 
thereby to hem in our army, and cut off the comjnunicatioa 
with the country,— I mean to call a council of general of' 
ficers to-day or to-morrow, and endeavor to cligeft and fii 
upon feme regular and certain fyftcm of conduit to be pur- 
lued in order to bafilj their cHorts and counteradi their 
fchemes j and alfo to determine of the expediency of eva- 
cuating or attempting to maintain the city and the feyeralpolis 
on this ifland. The rcfult of their opinion and deliberations 
I (hall advife Congrcfs of by the earliefl opportunity, which 
will be by exprefs, h'^ving it net in my power to coqimiini- 
cate any intelligence by poil, as the office is removed to & 
great a diftance, and entirely cut of the way. 

I have inclored a liil of the oillccrs who are prifoners, ?ni 
from whom letters have been received by a flag.— We know 

there d,x': others not included in tlic liil. 

;' . ■ ■ > ... 

Cencril 
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/General Sullivan having informed mc fh2Lt general Howi^ 
was willing that an exchange of him /or gen^ raj Prefco^ 
ftiould take place, it will be proper to fend general frefcpt 
immediately, that it may be efFeded. 

As the militia regiments in all probability will be impa-' 
tien^ to return, and become preffing for their pay, I (baU b^ 
jglad of the direQion of Congrefs, wlvetjipr they are to re^ 
ccive it here or from the conventions or aflemblies of the rcr 
^peftive ftates to which they belong. On the one hand, the 
fettlement of their abftrafts will be attended with trouble 
and difficulty : on the other* they will go away much better 
Satisfied, and be more ready to give tlieir aid in future, if 
fhey are paid before their departure. 

Before I conclude, I muft take the liberty of mentioning 
to Congrefs the great diftrefs we are in for want of money. 
Two months* pay (and more to fome batallions) is now 
4ue to the troops here, without any thing in the mili- 
tary cneft to fatisfy it. This occafions much diflatisfadiion, 
and almoft a general uneafinefs. Not a day paiTes without 
pomplaints and the moft importunate .^nd urgent dems^nds 
on this he^d. — As it may injure the fervice greatly, and thq 
want of a regular fupply of Viafli produce confequences of the 
moll fatal tendency, I enVfeat the attention of Congrefs to 
this fubjeft, and that we may be provide4 as foon as can be 
Vvith a fum equal to every pre fen t claim. 
- I have wrpte to general Howe, propofing an exchange of 
general McDonald for lord Stirling, and fhall be extremely 
l>appy to obtain it, as well as that of general Sullivan foi: ge- 
neral Prefcot,— being greatly in want of them, and under the 
neceflity of appointing, pro tempore, fome of the colonels -io 
pommand brigades. 
' I have the honor to be, &c. fe. W. 

P. S. As two regiments from North-Carolina and three re- 
giments more from Virginia are ordered here, — if they could 
embark at Norfolk, &c, and come up the bay with fecurity, 
k would cx^^edite their arrival, and prevent :he men from a 

lon|; 
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long fjiijjuinj; march. Tlu5 however Ibould not be atten|i- 
cil if the Client y have velTcls in the bay» which migbtfnb- 
bly intercept them. 



Sm, A'«v.ror*, Srpfemhtr 7, 17)4 

THIS will be delivered yoa by captain Martintf 
anil Kcutcnaiit Turner, who were taken laft fall in the 
cd Hrig W^iflungton, and whf, with Mr. Childs the fed* 
licvit;.nant, have lately cffcfted their e(cape fxxHn HaEfa 
Captain MartincUlc and thcfc two ofScers hare appW 
me for pay from the firft of January till this time: hot," 
conceiving myfclf authorifed to grant it, however reafooJ 
it may be, as they were only engaged till the laft of Decti 
ber, — at their inftance I have mentioned the matter to Coi 
grcfs, and fubmit tlieir cafe to tlieir confidcration. 
I have the honor to be, &c. gj 



Sir, KeiV'Tori^ Htad- Quarters J Sept. %^"\t\ 

r 

SINCE I had the honor of addrcfSng you on c 
fixth iiiftant, I have called a cooncil of the general offictf ' 
in order to take a full and comprehenfive view of our fi''*' 
tion, and iliereupon form fuch a plan of future defcDCt^ 
may be immediately purfued, and fubje£t to no other ak^' 
tion than a change of operations on the enemy's £id^ may(^ 
Calion. 

Before the landing of the enemy on Long^Ifland, ^ 
point of attack coukl not be known, or any fatisfadlory jj4' 
ment formed of their intentions. It might be on LongJfla^^ 
on Bergen, or direftly on the city. This made it nece£^ 
to be prepared for each, and has occaiioned an expenfe' 
labor which now feems ufelef^x and is regretted h^i^ 
who form a jiu^nnciit from after-knowledge. But I tr'^ 
men of difceniiiient will think diilerently, and fee that -^ di 
fuch works and preparations we have not only delayed i 
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operations of the campaign till it is too late to efFeft any ca- 
pital incurfion into the country, but have drawn the enemy's 
forces to one point and obliged them to [difclofe] their plan, 
fo as to enable us to form our defence on fome certainty. 

It is now extremely obvious from all intelligence, — from 
their movements, and every other circumftance, — that hav- 
ing landed their whole army on Long-Ifland (except about 
four thoufand on Staten-Ifland), they mean to inclofe us on 
the ifland of New-York by taking poft in our rear while the 
Shipping efFeftually fecure the front; and thus, cither by 
cutting oflF our communication with the country, oblige us 
to fight them on their own terms, or furrender at difcretion, 
.—or by a brilliant ftroke endeavor to cut this army in 
pieces, and fecure the colleftion of arms and ftores, which 
they well know we fliall not be able foon to replace. 

Having therefore their fyftem unfolded to us, it became 
an important conGderation how it could be moft fuccefsfully 
oppofed. On every fide there is a choice of difficulties ; and 
every meafure on our part (however painful the reflexion is 
from experience) to be formed with fome apprehenfion that 
all our troops will not do their duty. In deliberating on this 
great queftion, it was impoffible to forget, that hiftory, our 
own experience, the advice of our ableft friends in Europe, 
the fears of the enemy, and even the declarations of Con- 
grefs, demonftrate, that on our fide the war (hould be de* 
fcnfive-^(it has ever been called a war of pofts) ;— that we 
.(hould on all occafions avoid a general a<Sion, nor put any 
thing to the rift, unlefs compelled by 4 neceflity into whicl^ 
jl we ought never to be drawn, 

i The arguments on which fuch a fyftem was founded 
liwere deemed unanfwerable ( and experience has given her 
jfandion. With thefe views, and being fully perfuaded that 
;it would be prefumption to draw out our young troops into 
ippen ground againft their fuperiors both in number and 
isijifcipline, 1 have never fpared the fpade and pickaxe. I con- 
ifcb I have not found that readinefs to defend even ilrong 

poft^ 
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pods at all hazards, which is ncccflhry to derive the greattt 
Ixriicnt from them. The honor of making a hnve defaa 
4loes not fcem to.be a fuflicient (limulus when fuccefsisTcrf 
doubtful, and the falling into the cnemy*8 hands probable: 

but I doubt not, this Mill be graduaily attained. ^Wc are 

now in a ftrong poft, but not an impregnable one, nay ac- 
knowledged by every man of judgment to be untcnafe 
unlcfs the enemy will make ttie attack upon lines when ^ 
can avoid it, ajkl their movements indicate that they mefl 
to do fo. 

To draw the whole army together in order to arrange tk 
defence proportionate to the extent of lines and woib 
would leave the country open for an approach, and put A 
f:\:c cf this arR'»y and its ftores on the hazard of making' 
fuccefsful defence in the city, or the iffuc of an engagcmcDi 
out of it. On the other hand, to abandon a city which b 
been by fome deemed dcfenfible, and on whofe works nwi 
labor has been bcflowed, has a tendency to difpirit the troop 
•and enfeeble our caufe. It has alfo been confidered as th 
key to the ix vthern country. But as to that, I am full! 
of opinion that t!.;" rftaWiHiing of ftrong ports at Mount 
Waflilngton on the up; cr part of this ifland, and on thejtf- 
fey fuic opiX)rite to it, wirli the aififlance of the obftruftlofi 
already made (and which may be improved) in the water 
not only the navigation of liudfon's-river, but an eafieraft 
belter comniunicatian n^ay be more efteftually fecured bf 
twecn the northern and louthcrn flates. This, I belierf 
every one acquainted with the fituation of the country vfi 
readily agree to ; and it will appear evident to thofe ^^ 
liave an opportunity of recurring to good maps. 

Thefc and many other confequences, which will be i^' 
volved in the determination of our next meafure, have giy^ 
our minds full employ, and led every one to form a judfl 
fnent as the various obje£ls prefentcd themfelves to hisvic*'' 

The pod at Kingibridge is naturally ilrong, and is prtitj 

yell fortified : the heights '.^bout ic are compianding, ^rn 

7 n:ijJj 
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might fodn be made more fo. Thefe are important 6bjcfl^ 
and I have attended to them accordingly. I have alfo re- 
'moved from the city all the ftores and ammunition except 
what was ahfoiutely neceffary for its defence, and made every 
other drfpofition th^ did not effentrally interfere with thatf 
objefl!,— icaVefuUy keepin^g in view, until it (hould be abfo-' 
liftely determiYied oft full confidtratioif, how far the city was 
fo be defended at all events. • 

In rcfolving points of fuch importance, many circiintftances' 
peculiar io our own arrhy' alfd dccut. Being only provided?* 
fdr afu*mmer*s caiiip^ign, their clothes, flioes, and blankets^ 
will fooff be linfit for the change of weather which we every' 
day feel. At pVefent wie have not tents for more than two- 
thirds, many of them 6ld and V^orn' out : but if we had a 
plentiful fupply, the feafon will" not admit of contihiiihg irf 
tliem long.— The c^fe of ottt fick i^ alfb worthy of muclir 
c6n(ideration. Their numbet, by die* returns, forms at leaffi 
ofte-fcMxrth of the army. Policy and humanity require they^ 
fliould be made as Cohlfortable as pdffibte. 

With thefe and many other circumftances^ befoVc themy 
the whole council of general dfBcers itlet yefterdaiy in order' 
to* adopt'Tonie general line* of conduxEl td be purfotd at this' 
irtiportafnt crifis. I intended to have procured their fep^atc 
opinions 6n eiJch pointy but time would not admit. I war 
therefore obliged to colleft their fenfe more generally than t 
could have wiftied.— ^AU agreed the town would not be ten- 
able if the enemy rcfolved to bombard and cannonade it :• 
bat the difficulty attending a removal- operated fo ftrongly, 
tlfat a courfe was taken between abandoning it totally and* 
concemring our whole ftrength for its defence ^ nor were 
Portie a litt^e influenced in thtir opinion, to whom the deter* 
tnination of Congrefs was known, againft an evacuation to- 
ra.lly, as they were led to fufpeft Conjgrefs wiflied it to be 
maintained at every hazard. 

It was concluded to arrange the army under three dl- 

rifions ;*-fiv« thoufand to remain for the defence of the 
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city ;— nine ihoufand to Kingfbmlgc and its dcpcndendo, 
as well to pollcfs and fccurc thofc pods/ as to be ready to 
attack the enemy who arc moving eaftward on Long-Iflari, 
if they (hould attempt to land on this fide j— the remainder 
to occupy the intermediate fpace, and fupport either ^—tk 
the fick (hould be immediately removed to Orangctovn, 
and barracks prepared at Kingforidgc with all expedition to 
cover the troops. 

There were fome general officers; in whofc judgment ami 
opinion much confidence is to be repofed, diat were for 

a total and immediate removal from the city urgin? the 

great danger of one part of the army being cut off before tk 
other can fupport it, the extremities being at Icaft fixteco 
miles apart;— that our army, when collcacd, is inferior to 
the enemy ;— ihat rhey can move with their whole force to 
any point of attack, and coiifequently muft fucceed bj 
weight of numbers, if they have only a part to oppofe diem; 
-—that, by removing from hence, we deprive the enemy of 
the advantage of their fliips, which will make at Icaft one 
half of the force to attack the town; — that we fliould keep 
the enemy at bciv, put nothing to the hazard, but at all eventi 
keep the army together, which may be recruited anorfier 
year; — that the unfpent florcs will alfo beprefeived- and in 
this caff, the heavy artillery can alio be fecured. But they 
were over-ruled by a majoilty, who thought for the prefent 
a part of our force might be kept here, and attempt to main- 
tain the city a while longer. 

I am fenhble a retreating army Is encircled with difficul- 
ties ; that the dcciining an engngemc^nt fubjeas a general to 
reproach ; and that the common caufe may be afFefted bv 
the dlfcouragement it may throw over the minds of manv. 
Nor am I infenfible of the contrary efi^edls, if a brilliant 
Itroke could be made with any probability of fucccfs efne* 
daily after our lofs upon Long-'Idand. But, when the fate 
of America may be at itake on the ilTue,— when the wifdom 
of cooler moments and experienced men have decided that 
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vt fliould protrad the war if poffible, — I cannot think it 
afe or wife to adopt a difiercnt fyftem when the fcafon for 
i£ltoii draws fo near a clofe. 

That the enemy mean to winter in New- York, there can 
>c no doubt:— that, with fuch an armament, they can drive 
IS out, is equally clean — ^The Congrefs having refolved that 
t (hould not be deftroyed, nothing feems to remain, but to 
letcrmine the time of their taking pofleffion. It is our in- 
creft and wi(h to prolong it as much as poffible, provided the 
lelay does not affedb our future meafures. 

The militia of Connedicut is reduced, from fix thouland, 
o lefs than two thoufand, and in a few days will be merely 
tominal. The arrival of feme Maryland troops, &c, from 
he flying camp, has in a great degree fupplied the lofs of 
nen : but the ammunition they have carried away will be-a 
ofs fenfibly felt. The impulfe for going home was fo ir- 
•elidible, it anfwered no purpofe to oppofe it. Though I 
KTOuld not difcharge^ I have been obliged to acqutefce { and 
t affords one more melancholy proof^ how deiuiive fuch de- 
pendencies are. 

Inclofed I have the hOnor to tranfmit a general return, the 
irft I have been able to procure for fome time } alfo a report 
>f captain Newell from our works at HornVhook or Hell- 
rate. Their fituation is extremely low, and the Sound fo 
rery narrow, that the enemy have them much within their 
:onimand.— -I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The inclofed information this minute came to hahd» 
— I am in hopes we flialj henceforth get regular intelligence 
>f the enemy's movements. 



Sir, NeW'Torkj September ii, 1776. 

I WAS ycfterday honored with your favor of the 

nghth inftant, accompanied by fundry refolutions of Con- 

jrefs, to whici I fliall pay the ftricieil attention, and, in the 

mftances required, make them the future rule of my condud, 

The* 
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The mo.lc of negotiation purfued by lord HoweltBdoot 

approve of: but as general Sullivan \vas fcnt oat upondc 
bunnefs, and witli a nTtfTige to Congrcfs, I could not conccc: 
myfclf at liberry to interfere in the matter, as he wasintb 
cliaradcr of a pril'uncr, and totally ^ubje£l to their fSf^ 
and direction 

The liil of prifoncrs, before omitted through hurrj} < 
now inclofcd i iliouj»h it will probably have reached CongiG 
before tliis. — 1 ihall write by the firft opportunity for majc: 
Hawfackfe to repair to Philadelphia — (he is in the nortbfl! 
army) ;— and will alfo mention the fcveral appointments 
confcquciure of colonel St. Claii's promotion: 

As foon as generals Prefcot and McDonald arrive, I H ' j 
take meafures to advlfe general Howe of it, that thepropoW 
exchange for general Sullivan and lord Stirling- may be car- 
ried into execution 

Since my letter of the eighth nothing material has oc- 
curred, except that the enemy have poflefled themfclvesei 
MontezoreVifland, and landed a con fidcrable , number oi 
troops upon it. This ifland lies in the mouth of Haerte 
river, v/hich runs out of tlie Sound into the North-rive:, 
and will give the enemy an cafy opportunity of landing eitli 



on the low grounds of Morrifania, if their views are to th 
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fcize and pofTefs the pafles above Kingfbridge, or on rl^ 
plains of Haerlem, if they dcfign to intercept and cutofftiij 
communication betvi^ccn bur feveral pods. I am makir.j", £u 
every difpofition and arrangement that the divided frate cf": jt^q 
our troops will admit of, and which appear mod likely ad. (q^ 
the bed calculated to oppofe their attacks ; for I prefumi horj 
there will be fcveral, — How the event will be, God on> liav, 
knows : but you mary be afiured that nothing in my power," fJc] 
circumrtanced as I am, fiiali be wanting, to elTcdi: a favorable cjo; 
and happy ifTue. fi;» j 

By my letter of the eighth you would perceive that feveral. iicxt 
of the council were fOr holding the town, conceiving i^ 
practicable for fome tinie. Many of them now, upon fccin; 

cut 



lire . 

e.Tcr 

V 



V 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 257 

our divided ftate, have altered their opinion, and aUow the 
expediency and neceflity of concentring our whole force, or 
drawing it more together. Convinced of the propriety of 
this meafure, I am ordering our (lores away> except fuch as 
may be abfolutely neceflary to keep as Ibng as any troops re- 
main ; that, if an evacuation of the city becomes inevitable 
(which certainly muft be the cafe), there may be as little to 
remove as poffiblc. 

The inclofed packet contains feveral letters for particular, 
nembers of Congrefs and for fome gentlemen in Philadel- 
phia. They came to hand yefterday, and were brought from 
France by a captain Levez lately arrived at Bedford in the 
Maflachufetts ftate. I muft requeft the favor of you to open 
he packet, and to have the letters put in a proper channel of 
lonveyance to the gentfemen they are addrefled to. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Head-Barters, New-Tork, Sept. 12, 1776.. 

HIS excellency being called from head-quarters to- 
ay on buGnefs of importance which prevents his writing, I> 
lerefore do myfelf the honor to inform Ccngrefs of what 
as happened fince his letter of yefterday. 
Laft evening the enemy tranfported a number of men from 
uchanan's to Montczore's ifland, and, by their feveral 
lovcments, more ftrongly indicate their intention to land 
micwhere about Hacrlem or Morrifania, — moft likely, at 
>th at the fame time. This morning one of the fliips that 
ive been for fome time in the Sound moved down towards 
'ell-gate ; but, the tide leaving her, (he could not get near 
lough to bring her guns to bear upon our fortification. If 
le means to attack it, it is probable (he will warp in the 
2xt tide. Their batteries have kept up a pretty conftant 
re againft ours at that place, but without any confiderable 
Teft. This morning tliey opened a new one. 
' Vol. I. S I do 
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I do not recollc£l any other material occurrence, and U 
only add, tkat I ]iave the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrisoi. 



Sir, Niw-rori^ September 14, 1]/^ 

1 HAVE been duly honored with your favor of tk 
tenth, witli the refolutiou of Congrefs which accompaois 
it, and thank them for the confidence they repofe in sf 
judgment rcfpecling the evacuation of the city. I cobH 
wiih to maintain it, becaufe I know it to be of importance: 
but I am fully convinced that it cannot be done, andthatfl 
attempt for that purpofe, if perfevered in, might aod vd 
certainly would be attended with confequenccs the moft &> 
and alarmhig in their nature. 

Senfible of this, fevcral of the general officers, finceth 
determination of the council mentioned in mV laft, pet 
tioned that a fecond council might be called to rcconfiA 
the propofitions which had been before ihem upon the fi4 
jeft. Accordingly I called one on the twelfth, when alai{ 
majority not only determined a removal of the army pi^ 
dent, but ubrolutely ncccil'ary, — declaring they were entiri 
convinced from a full and minute inquiry into our fituatioJ 
that it was extremely perilous ; and, from every movemf^ 
of the enemy, and the intelligence received, their plan^ 
operations \v:\s to get in our rear, and, by cutting off i 
communlcafion with the main, oblige us to force a -paiTaf 
through them on the terms they wilh, or to become PP 
foners in lome fliort time for want of necefiary fuppli«* 
proviiion. 

We are now taking every method in our powder to ^ 
move the ftorcs, &:c, in which we find almoft infuperiii 
diflicuities. Tliey are fo great and fo numerous, that Ifc 
we (Irall not cfleft the whole before we meet with b^ 
interruption. — I fully expected that an attack fomevrhc^ 
would have been made lail night. In that I was diu- 
pointed i and happy fliall I be, if my apprehenfions oio^ 

to-nigi^ 
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to-night, or in a day or two, are not confirmed by the event. 
If it IS deferred a little while longer, I flatter myfelf all 
will be got away, and our force be more concentredi and of 
courfe more likely to refift them with fuccefs. 

Yefterday afternoon, four fliips of war, two of forty and 
two of twenty eight guns, went up the Eaft-river, pafling 
between Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored about 
I mile above the city, oppofite Mr. Stivanfent's, where the 
Elofe man-of-war was lying before. The defign of their 
joing not being certainly known, gives rife to various cop- 
cdiures, — fome fuppofing they are to cover the landing of a 
>arty of the enemy above the city,-^-others that they ar« 
x> affift in deftroying our battery at Horn's-hook, that tliey 
nay have a free and un-intcrrupted navigation in the Sound, 
t is an obje£l of great importance to them, and what they 
ire induftrioufly trying to efFeft by a pretty conftant can- 
lonade and bombardment* 

Before I conclude, I would beg leave to fnention to Con- 
;refs, that the pay now allowed to nurfes for their atten- 
ance on the fick is by no means adequate to their fervices ^ 
he confequence of which is, that tliey are extremely diffi* 
ult to procure : indeed they are not to be got ; and we are 
nder the neceffity of fubftituting in their place a number of 
len from the refpeftive regiments, whofe fervice by that 
leans is entirely loft in the proper line of their duty, and 
ut little benefit rendered to the fick. The officers 1 have 
liked witli upon the fubjefl all agree that they fliould be 
llowed a dollar per week^ and that for lefs they cannot 
e had. -• 

Our fick are extremely numerous, and we find their re- 
loval attended with the greateft difficulty. It is a matter 
lat employs much of our time and care i and what makes it 
lore diftrelling is the want of proper and convenient places 
>T their reception. — ^I fear their fufierings will be great and 
lany* However^ nothing pn my part, that humanity or 

S 2 policy 
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policy can require, (hal^ Z^^ ^y^ %' ^%' ^Ti 

able, fo far as the ftate c^- ^^^^^^ ^ ^^ fe, -^ 'o 

I have the honor to \i€^^^ ^^ * ^^^d^ • ^ 



Head' garters at Col. Rog^^""^^^ ^/>^^ , 
Sir, '^''^^v^ c 

ON faturday about fU^^^^j ^^ 
fliips, one or two of which 'wCf^ ^e/j^ r^^ ^^ ^e «? 
Govcmor's-ifland and Rcd-hcH?^^ ^^^ *"*»^ar, p^iJec/ ^e^ire 
river to the ftation taken by tho/e inent' ^"^ "^ ^^^ ^ 
half an hour I received two cxprcfles ^^ '^yJsiii. 

Serjeant at Hom's-hook [Hell-gateJ givi^^"^ ^^^'^ ^^ 
the enemy, to the amount of three or fou ^^^°"nt 
marched to the river, and were embarkinxr f " ^ 
Montezore's iflahd, where numbers of them ^ss«\ 

camped -, — the other from general Mifflin th 
and formidable movements were difcovcred am 
my ; which being confirmed by the fcouts I had f 
proLc> (led to Haerlem, where it was fuppofed f m 

rifania oppofite to it) the principal attempt to 1 H 
be made. However, nothing remarkable happened J 
night : but in the morning they began their opcratioJ 
Three fliips of war came up tiie North-river — W h -^ 
Bloomingdale, which put a total flop to the rem il h 
water, of any more of our provilion, See ; and about elei 
o'clock thofe in the Eafl-river began a moft fevere and heaT^ 
cannonade, to fcour the grounds, and cover the landing 
their troops between Turtle-bay and the city, where breall- 
works had been thrown up to oppofe them. 

As foon as I heard tlic firing, I rode xvlth all polffi: 
difpuch towards the place of landing, when, to my grci 
ftirprife and mortification, I found the troops that had be^ 
polled in the lines retreating with the utnioft precipitant 
and thofe ordered to fufport them (Parfous and Felloe' 



brigades, 
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brigades) flying in every direftion, and in the greatcft con- 

*' fufion, notwithftanding the exertions of their generals to 

'^^ form them. I ufed every means in my power to rally 

and get them into fome order : but my attempts were fruit- 

lefs and incfFeftual ; and on the appearance of a fmall party 

. of the enemy, not more than fixty or feventy, their diforder 
^ increafed, and they ran away in the greateft confufion, with- 
out firing a fingle (hot. 
t*' Finding that no confidence was to be placed in thefe bri* 
jf gades, and apprehending that another party of the enemy 
^'' might pafs over to Haerlem plains and cut off the retreat to 
^'f- this place, I fent orders to fecure the heights in the bed 
:ft' manner with the troops that were ftationed on and near 

j£i them 5 which being done, the retreat was efFefted with but 
jfi little ot no lofs of men, though of a confiderable part of 
^i our baggage,— occafioned by this difgraccful and daftardly 
^t conduft. Moft of our heavy cannon, and a part of our 

^ ftores and provifions which we were about removing, was 

^ unavoidably left in the city, though every means (after i% 
1^ bad been determined in council to evacuate the pod) ha4 
ji been ufed to prevent it. 
^j We are . now encamped with the main body of the army 

^ on th^ heights of Haerlem, where I ftiould hope the enemy 
^ would n>^et with a defeat in cafe of an attack, if the gene- 
^ rality of our troops would behave with tolerable bravery. 
^; But experience, to my extreme aflii£tion, has convinced me 
j; that this is rather to be wiihed for than expedied. How-? 
^ ever, I truft that there are many who will aft like men, and 
^ fliew themfelves worthy of the bleifings of freedom. 

^ I have fent out fome reconnoitring parties to gain inteU 

ligence, if poQible, of the difpofition of the enemy, and fhall 

J inform Congrefs of every material event by the earlieft opi 

, j)ortunity.^I have the honor to be, &c. 
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Head-^ttarteri At CoL R. Means Houfc^ Sept. i8, i;i 
SiR> 

AS my letter of the fixtccnth contained intelligcac 
of an important nature, and fuch as might lead Conpi 
to expeft that the evacuation of New- York and rctrcil» 
the heights of Haerlem, in the manner they were mA 
would be fuccceded by feme other interefting event, I ^ 
leave to inform them that as yet nothing has been attemptti 
upon a large and general plan of attack. 

About the time of the pod's departure with my ktw 
the enemy appeared in fcveral large bodies upon the pli 
about two and a half miles from hence. I rode dowav 
our advanced pofts, to put matters in a proper fituatioo J 
they (hould attempt to come on. When I arrived thcit 
heard a firing, which, I was informed, was between a psi 
of our rangers under the command of lieutenant-colotfl 
Knolton, and an advanced party of thcr enemy. Ourfflfl 
came in and told me that the body of the enemy, who fep' 
themfelves concealed, confiftcd of about three hundred ^ 
near as they could guefs. 1 immediately ordered three cor 
panics of colonel Wccdon^s regiment from Virginia, unifc 
the command of major Leitch, and colonel Knolton withfc 
rangers compofed of volunteers from different New- En? 
land regiments, to try to get in their rear, while a difpofr 
tion was making as if to attack them in front and thereby 
draw their whole attention that way. 

This took effect as I wiftied on the part of the encruf- 
On the appearance of our party in front, they immetHatdl 
ran down the hilJ, took poiTeflion of fomc fences and bute 
and a fmart firing began, but at too great a di (lance to do muii 
execution on either fide. The parties under colonel Knd- 
ton and major Leitch unluckily began their attack too fo<ft 
as it was rather in flank than in rear. — In a little timenu' 
jor Leitch was brought off wounded, having received tbr* 
balls through his fide i and, in a fliort time after, coloi«i 
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E 

Knot ton got a wound which proved mortal. Their men 
ihowevcr perfevered, and continued the engagement with 
tlie greateft refolution. 
Finding that they wanted a fupport, I advanced part of 
"^colonel Griffith's and colonel Richardfon's Maryland regi- 
^'ments, with fome detachments from theeaftern regiments who 
^ were neareft the place of aftion. Thefe troops charged the 
"'enemy with great intrepidity, and drove them from the wood 
^into the plain, and were pufhing them from thence (having 
^filenced their fire in a great meafure) when I judged it pru- 
dent to order a retreat, fearing the enemy (as I have fince 

* found was really the cafe) were fending a large body to fup- 

* port their party. 

' Major Leitch, I am in hopes, will recover : but colonel 
' Knolton*s fall is much to be regretted, as that of a brave 
' and good officer.— We had about forty wounded : the num- 
' ber of flain is not yet afcertained : but it is very incon- 

* fiderable. 

By a fergeant who deferted from the enemy and came in 
this morning, I find that their party was greater than I ima- 
gined. It confided of the fecond batallion of light infantry, 
a batallion of the royal Highlanders, and three companies of 
Heffian riflemen, under the command of brigadier-general 
Lcflie, The deferter reports that their lofs in wounded and 
miffing was eighiy-nine, and eight killed. In the latter, his 
2iccoant is too fmall, as. our people difcovered and buried 
double that number. — ^This affair, I am in hopes, will be at- 
tended with many falutary confequences^ as it feems to have 
greatly infpirited the whole of our troops. — ^The fergeant 
furtlier adds that a confiderable body of men are now en- 
camped from the Eaft to the North-river, between the feven 
and eight-mile (lones, under the command of general Clin- 
ton. — General Howe, he believes, has his quarters at Mr. 
Apthorp's houfe.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I {bould have wrote to Congrefs by exprefs before 
now, had I not expeded the poft every minute; whicbfl 

S 4 fla»— 
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flatter mvLir, will be a fufFicicnt apology for my (klayic; 
it. — The late loflls wc have fuflaincil in our baggage as 
camp nc(tl]iiricj li.ivc atUlal much to our diltrcfs whichrt 
very prcal before. I muft therefore take tlie liberty oft 
quelling Coiigrcfs to have forwarded as foon as poffibleiia 
a fupply of tents, blankets, camp -kettles, and other artide, 
as can be collected. — We cannot be pverllocked. 



Ilcafl'^uavtcrs at Col. R. Morris's Houfc^ Scpu 19, X]"^ 
Sir, 

SINCE I had the honor of add re fling you ycftcrte 
nothing material has occurred. However, it is probabkii 
a little time the enemy will attempt to force us from hcncCi 
as we are informed they are bringing many of their hearj 
cannon to\\ards the heights and the works we have throw 
up. They have alfo eight or nine fliips of war in the N(ml-| 
river, which (it is faid) arc to cannonade our right fla« 
when they open their batteries again ft our front- EfOJ 
difpofition is making on our part for defence : and Congrct 
may be ailured that I fliall do every thing in mv power w[ 
maintain the pofl fo lon^ as it (hall appear praaicable, acii 
conducive to thci gcneril good. 

I have the lionor to bc> &c. q \f, ' 



Hcad'SluartCYs^ Heights of Haalem^ Sept. 20, i;;^ 
Sir, 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the fix- I 

teenth with its incicrurcs. — To prevent the injury and abufet \ ^^^ 
which would ariic from the militia and other troops carrvin^ 
away ammunition and continental property, I have publilheJ 
the fubilance of the rclblves upon the fubjedl: in general 
ordt^.r.. 

Since my letter of yefterday, nothing of importance hai 
caft up.—The enemy are forming a large and extenfive en- 
campment in the plains mentioned in my laft, and arc buClf ^ '^'^'S 

employeJ 
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nployed in tranfporting their cannon and ftores from 
Dng-Ifland. As they advance them this way, we may 
afonably expedJ their operations will not long be deferred- 
Inclofed are fundry letters, &c, to which Congrefs will 
pleafed to pay fuch regard as they may think them deferv 

g of. — ^The letter from mQnfieur came open under 

ver of one to me. — Thofe from colonel Hand and colonel 
^ard contain a lilt of vacancies in their regiments, and of 
e perfons they efteem proper to fill them. The former, I 
lieve, returned no lift before : the latter fays he never got 
y commiffions. -—Generals Howe and Erfkine's proclama- 
►ns fliew the mcafures that have been purfued, to force and 
luce the inhabitants of Long-Ifland from their allegiance 
the ftates, and to aflift in their deftru£lion. 
As the period will foon arrive, when the troops compofing 
e prefent army (a few excepted) will be difbanded ac- 
rding to the tenor of their enliftments, and the moft fatal 
nfequences may enfue if a fuitable and timely provifioa 
not made in this inftance, I take the liberty of fuggefting 
Congrefs not only the expediency but the abfolute nc- 
Qity there is that their earlieft attention ihould be had 
this fubjecl. In refpeft to the time that troops (hould be 
gaged for, I have frequently given my fentiments; nor 
ve I omitted to exprefs my opinion of the difficulties 
it will attend raifing them, nor of the impraflicability of 
e£ling it without the allowance of a large andextraor- 
lary bounty. 

It. is a melancholy and painful confideration to thofe who 
; 4;oncerned in the work and have the command, to be 
•ming armies conftantly, and to be left by troops juft 
len they begin to deferve the name, or perhaps at a mo- 
:nt when an important blow is expefted. This, I am in- 
•med, will be the cafe at Ticonderoga with part of the 
ops there, unlefs fome fyftem is immediately come into, 
which they can be induced to ftay. General Schuyler 
Ls xnc in a letter received yeflerday, that De Haas'sj^ Max- 

w«ir«. 
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wcirs, and Wind's regiments ftand engaged only till Aete* 
ginning of next month, and that the men, he is feaW 
will not remain longer than tlie time of their cnlillmcnt. 

I would all\) beg leave to mention to Congrcl's, tliatib 
leafon is fad approaching when clothes of every kind v3^ 
wanted for the army. Their diftrefe is already great, 
will be increafed as the weather becomes more fevcrc. Oi 
fituatiou is now bad, but is much better than that of 
militia that are coming to join us from the ftates of thcM« 
£ichufetts-Bay and Coiincdicut in confequence of the re^ 
fition of Congrefs. They, I am informed, have notafiflf 
tent or a necefiary of any kind ; nor can I conceive hot 
will be poflible to fupport them. Thefe circumftanccs 
extremely alarming, and oblige me to wifh Congrefs tols» 
all the tents, clothing of every kind, and camp neccfirt 
provided and forwarded, that are to be procured. Tl^ 
caftem reinforcements have not a fingle. necefiary notaf 
orakettlc,— in which we are now greatly deficient.— his vi 
roludance that I trouble Congrefs with thefe matters :k 
to whom can I refort for relief unlcis to them ? TheS 
ceffity therefore, which urges the apj^Iication, will excuie: 
I am pevi'uaded. 

I have not been able to tranfmit Congrefs a general !J 
turn of the army this week, ov^'ing to the peculiar fituanis 
of our affairs, and the great fbifting and changing am^r 
the troops. As foon as I can procure one, a copy fliali' 
forwarded to Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G.< 

V.S.—Septcmbcr 21, i77^-~Things with ws remain 
the fituatiou they were yellerday. 



SiR, Hcad-^uartersy Hacrttm Heights^ Sept. 22, Ij? 

I HAVE nothing in particular to communicatf 

Congrefs refpedlng the fituation of our affairs : it is nio 

the fame as when I had the honor of addrcffing youlaft- 
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On friday night, about eleven or twelve o'clock, a fire 
broke out in the city of New-York, near the new or Saint 
Paul's church, as it is faid, which continued to ^urn pretty 
rapidly till after funrife the next morning. I have not been 
informed how the accident happened, nor received any cer- 
tain account of the damage. Report fays many of the 
houfes between the Broadway and the river were confumed, 

I have the honor to be, &c» G. W. 



J Sir, Head'^arierSy Haerkm Heights^ Sept. 24, 1 776. 

f THE poft being about to depart, I have oi^ly time to 

^dd that no event of impoi:tance has taken place on this 
fide Hudfon's-river fince my laft of the twenty-fecond inftant* 
- The inclofed letter, received laft night from general 
^reene who now commands in the Jerfeys, will give Con- 
^efs all the information I have refpefling the evacuation of 
Paulus-Hook and the landing of the enemy to poifefs it. 
. I this minute obtained a copy of the general return of our 
.force, the firft I have been able to procure for fome time paft, 
flfxhich I do myfclf the honor of tranfmitting for the fatif- 
^a£tion of Congrefs. 

lam, fir, with the greateft refpeft, &c. G. W. 

J P. S. The thirteen militia regiments from Connecticut 
jcing reduced to a little more than feven hundred men rank 
^nd file fit for duty, I have thought proper to difcharge the 
ii^hole, to fave the ftates the immenfe charge that would arife 
5or officers' pay. There are many militia, too, that have 
uft come in, and on their way from that ftate, none of whom 
^re provided with a tent, or a fingle camp utenfil. This 
liftrefles me beyond meafure. 



ZIolonel Morrises on the Heights of Haerlem^ Sept, 24, 1 776. 

Sir, 

FROM the hours allotted to fleep I will borrow a 
rcw moments to convey my thoughts on fundry importaxit 
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natters to Congrefs. I (hall ofi^er them with the bs0, 
which ought to charaftcrifc a man of candor, and with* 
/rccdom which may be ufed in giving ufeful inforotf 
vithout incurring the imputation of prefumption. 

We arc now, as it were, upon the cvc of another itt 
Jution of our army. The remembrance of the difficnlB 

which happened upon the occafion laft year, the cd 

quenccs which might have followed the change if proptf* 
Tantagcs had been taken by the enemy, — ^added to a kw* 
Icd^c of the prefcnt temper and fituation of the troops,- 
icfiea but a very gloomy profpeft upon the appearances! 
things now, and fatisfy me beyond the poffibility of ioi 
that, unlefs fome fpeedy and efFeclual mcafures arc adop" 
by Congrefs, our caufc will be loft. 

It is in vain to expeft that any or more than a trifling pa 
of this army will again engage in the fervice on thcti 
cottragcment offered by Congrefs. When men find 4 
their townfmen and companions are receivinj? twenty, thiil| 
and more dollars, for a few months* fervice (which is trt 
tlie cafe), it cannot be expc£lc(l, without ufing compulfic* 
and to force them into the fervice would anfwcr novaluai^ 
purpofe. When men are irritated, and the pafTions into 
they fly haflily and ciieerfully to arms : but after the fc \ 
emotions are over * *• ^', a foldier, reafoned w^ith uponC \ 
goodnefs of the caufe he is engaged in and the ineftima!^ 
rights he is contending for, hears you with patience, ^ 
acknowledges the truth of your obfervations, but adds tfc 
it is of no more importance to him than others. Theofe 
makes you the fame reply, with this further remark thatJ^ \ 
pay will not fupport him, and he cannot ruin himfelf a^ 
family to ferve his country, when every member of ^ 
community is equally interelled, and benefited by his i-' 
bors. "^ '■• ^^ 

It becomes evidently clear then, that, as this contcft- \ 
not likely to be the work of a day, — as the war muft ^ 
carried on fyftematically, — and to do it you niyft havegc*' ■ 
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rs,— there are, an my judgment, no oth^r poflibk 
s to obtain them but by eftablilhing your army upon 
manent footing, and giving your officers good pay, 
will induce gentlemen and men of charadler to cn- 

and, till the bulk of your officers are compofed o£ 
perfons as are adiuated by principles of honor and a 
of enterprife, you have little to expeft from them. 
ought to have fuch allowances as will enable them to 
ike and fupport the charafters of gentlemen* * * *^ 
:s, fomething is due to the man who puts his life in 
] hands, hazards his health,' and forfakes the fwcets of 
lie enjoyment. — Why a captain in the continental 
t fhould receive no more than five (liillings currency 
y for performing the fome duties that an officer of tlic 
ank in the Britifh fervice receives ten {hillings fterling 
never could conceive, efpecially when the latter is pro- 
with every neceflary he requires upon the bed terms, 
e former can fcarce procure them at any rate. — ^Therc 
ling that gives a man confequence and renders him fit 
mm and, like a fupport that renders him independent 
;ry body but the (late he ferves. 
:h refped to the men, nothing but a good bounty can ok- 
em upon a permanent eflabliftiment : and for no fliorter 
ban the continuance of the war, ought they to be eti- 
5 as fadts incontcftably prove that the difficulty and coft 
flments increafe with time. — When the army was firflt 
at Cambridge, I am perfuadcd the men might have been 
ithout a bounty, for the war. After this, they began to 
It the conteft was not Hkely to end fo fpeedily as was 
led, and to feel their confequence by remarking, that, 
in the militia in the courfc of the lafl year, many 
were induced to give them a bounty. 
:fecing the evils refulting from this, and the deftruclitrc ! 
uences which unavoidably would follow (hort enlift- 

I took the liberty in a long letter (date not now re- 
ed, as my letter-book is not here) to recommend die , 

enliiZmeii** 
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adiftinenu for nid during die war, tlEfobf fidi 
for it as experience hai fince couTmcted am wtn^iA 
ed. Ac that tiiiie. twenty doQum woidd, | am 
bire epgaged the men for thb tetn. Bat it wiD oot 
look back : and, if the prelent oppottnnky ia IBifgdk 
perfnaded that twdve montha move will incicafe oar 
cttltiet feur-fohU I (ball therefore tafce the fimdomcf 
11^ it at my opimon, that a good bounty be i 
ofiered, aided by the profier of at leaft » hmubtd 
hundred and fifty acres of hmd, and a foic of dothet 
blaakei to each non-commiflioned Officer and fbldier} 
liave good authority for dying, that^lkQwevcr la^ the 
pay may appear, it is bardy fufficient;, in the preient 
and dearatfs of all kinds of goods, to keep ^em fa 
mach left afibrd fupport 4a their families. 

If this encouragement then is ^ven tothie men, and 
pay allowed the officers as will induce gentlemca of di 
raAer and liberal fetitiments to engage^ and proper cS 
and precaution ufcd in the nomination (having more rcg» 
to the charaftcrs of perfons than the number of men the] 
can enlift), we fhoulcl in a little time have an army able' 
cope with any that can be oppofed to it, as there tf 
excellent materials to fovm one out of. But while the od 
merit an oflSccr poflefles is his ability to raife men,— wM 
thofe men confider and treat him as an equal, and (in th 
charadler of an oScer) regard him no more than a brcx* 
ftick, being mixed together as one common herd, — no ordfl 
nor difcipline c^n prevail ; nor will the officer ever med 
with that refpefl: which is effentially neccffary to due fulr 
ordination. 

To place any dependence upon militia is afluredly reftinj 
upon a broken ftaff, — men juft dragged from the tendd 
fcenes of domeftic life, — unaccuftomed to the din of annSi 
—totally unacquainted with every kind of military fkiHi 
which being followed by a want of confidence in themfelvesh 
when oppofed to troops regularly trained) difciplined) sal 

appointed! 
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tppointedy fupcrior in knowledge and fuperior in arms, . 
Eiakes them timid and ready to fly from their own fhadows. 
IcfideSy the fudden change in their manner of living (part- 
icularly in the lodging) brings on ficknefs in many, im<- 
latience in all, and fuch an unconquerable defire of retum- 
ng to their refpeftive homes, that it not only produces 
bameful and fcandalous defertions among themfelves, but 
nfufes the like fpirit into others. 

Again, men accuftomed to unbounded freedom and ' no 
ontrol, cannot brook the rellraint which is indiipenfably 
cceffary to the good order and government of an army ; 
iritkout which, licentioufnefs and every kind of diforder 
riumphantly reign. — To bring men to a proper degree of 
ubordination is not the work of a day, a month, or even a 
ear : and, unhappily for us and the caufe we are engaged 
ti, the little difcipline I have been laboring toeftablifli in the 
.rnny under my immediate command is in a manner done 
L'viray by having fuch a mixture of troops as have been called 
ogether within thefe few months. 

} Relaxed and unfit as our rules and regalations of war are 
ibr the government of an army, the militia (thofe properly 
;^ called ; for of thefe we have two forts, the fix-months- 
)6en, and thofe feni in as a temporary aid) do not think 
^emfelves fubjefl: to them, and therefore take liberties which 
^hc foldier is puniflied for. This creates jealoufy : jealoufy 
pegcts diflatisfaQions j and thefe by degrees ripen into mu- 
Jny, keeping the whole army in a confufed and difordered 
jAate, — rendering the time of thofe who wifh to fee regula- 
,<ity and good order prevail, more unhappy than words can 
jjefcribe, Bcfides this, fuch repeated changes take place, 
hat all arrangement is fet at nought, and the conftant fluc- 
tuation of things deranges every plan as faft as adopted. 
f^ Thefe, fir, Congrefs may be aflured, arc but a fmall part 
-of the inconveniences which might be enumerated, and at- 
tributed to militia : but there is one that merits particular at« 
mention) and that is the expenfe. Certain I am, that it would 
« 9 be 
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be clicapcr to keep fifty or a hundred thoufand in coob 
pay, than to depend upon half the number and fapplj* 
other half occafionnily by militia. The time the lattera 
in pay before and after they arc in camp^ aflfemblinja 
marching,— tJie waile of ammunition, the confumptkoi 
ftores, which, \v. fpirc of every refolution or requifition of Coi 
grefs, they mull be furniihed widi, or fent home,— adikdl 
otiier incidental expenfcs confcqucnt upon their coming a 
conduft in camp, — furpalTcs all idea, and deftroys cic 
kind of regularity and economy which you could dbMi 
among fixed and fettled troops, and will, in my opini ; * 
prove (if the fchemc is adhered to) the ruin of our caufe* 

The jealoulics of a (landing army, and the evils tobc« 
prchendcd horn one, are remote, and, in my judgmtf 
iituated and circumllanced as we are, not at all to be did 
cd : but the confequcnce of wanting one, according to s 
ideas formed from the prefent viewj:)f things, is certainaJ 
inevitable ruin. For, if I was called upon to declare up* 
oath, whether the militia Iiave been moll ferviceable orhiU 
ful upon the whol.;, i ihouid fiibfcribe to the latter. I dofi 
mean by this, however, to anuigii the condudl of Congrrf 
in fo doing I fliouL; equally condemn my own meafures, 
I did not iny jui'^ir.cnt: but experience, which is theK' 
criterion to work Ly, '■> fully, tiearly and decifively repP 
bates the priidio. i Liuiting to niiikia, that no man whoi^ 
gards order, regularity and eeonomy, or who has any regi 
for his own l\o..';r, ei:ara£ler, or peace of mind, will n ^^^ 
tliem upon this iliiie. ^- * * •a 

An army formed or good officers moves like clock-woii " ^ 
but there is no lltuatLon upon earth lefs enviable nor nift" T 
diilrefGng th::n t'l^t pcrfon's who is at the headoftroof ^^^ 
who are rega:\iie»i of order anu difci.pline, and who are unpi« ^ ' 
vidfcd with tin. oil every neceflary. In a word, the diiSd ^^^ 
tievS wii'- li.ivc for ever furrounded me fince I have bceni ^^^e 
the leu ce, and kept my mini condantly upon the ilretch,- '^ ^ 
the Vv\;unus which my feelings (as an oiKcer) have receive' ^^«d 
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thoufand things which have happened contrary to my 
:£iation and wiiheS) * ^^ * — added to a confcioufnefs of 
liability to govern an army compofed of fuch difcordant 
s, and under fuch a variety of intricate and perplexing 
imftances, — induce not only a belief, but a thorough 
i&ion in my mind^ that it will be impoflible (unlefs there 
borough change in our military fy item) for me to conduct 
ers in fuch a manner as to give fatisfa£tion to the pul> 
i^hich is all the recompcnfe I aim at, or ever wiflied for. 
sfore I conclude, I muft apologife for the liberties taken 
lis letter, and for the blots and fcratchings therein, not 
og time to give it more corre£Hy. — ^With truth I can 
that, with every fentiment of refpe£); and efteem, I am 
s and the Congrefs's moft obedient, &c. G* W» 



Headquarter Sf Haerlem HeightSf September 25, 1 776. 

HAVING wrote you fully on fundry important fub- 
; this morning as you will perceive l>y the letter which ac- 
panies this, I mean principally now to inclofe a copy of a 
r received from general Howe on funday morning, with the 
of the prifoners in his hands,— -of thpfe in our poflcffion 
nging to the army immediately under his command,— 
Df my anfwer, which were omitted to be put in the other. 
letter will difcover to Congrefs his refufal to exchange 
Stirling for Mr. McDonald, confidering the latter only 
xnajor. They will be pleafed to determine how he is 

ranked in future. 
]ie number of prifoners according to thefe returns is 
cr than what we expefted. However, I am inclined 
€;lieve, that, among thofe in the lift from Long- 
% are feveral militia of general Woodhull's party, who 

never arranged in this army. — As to thofe taken on 
^teenth, they greatly exceed the number that I fup- 
l fell into their hands in tlie retreat from tl>c city. At 
>x. I. T . ibM 
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the time that I trmfinittcd an accoim of dM A^ 
not obtained returnit and took the matter mw ik 
reports. They arc difficult to get with gi^*« «s« i y it 
—In the ikirmifli of mondaj^fe'imiglit^ diey onddhai 
but rerj few* 

' Before I conclude, I fliall take occafion to 
chofe returns made with foch precifiosi^ and die 
diat will attend the propofed eadumge on acoos 
difpcrfed and fcattered ftate of the prifimcia b o«l 
will clearly evince the neoeffity of appoimiM 
and proper perfons to fuperintcnd and copduA ia 
ftances. This I took the liberty of uiging moiedia 
as well OB account of the pn>pricty"'of die meafoit 
faring that would have refulted from i^ m tfaat the 
might be treated with humanity^ and haye their tni 
cularly attended to. 

I would alfo obrenre (as I efteem it my duty) 
army is in want of almoft every neccflary,— ^ents, 
blankets, and clothes of all kinda. ''^t what is to 
with refpefl to the two laft articles, I know not, as ikl 
of enliftment will be nearly expired by the time thcf ' 
provided. This may be exhibited as a further proof 
difadvantages attending the levying of an army upoo 
footing as never to know how to keep them withootii 
the public or incommoding the men. — I have diiefli 
colonel or commanding officer of each corps to ufeli 
deavors to procure fuch clothing as is abfolutely sed 
but at the fame time I confefsy that I do not knotrbi' 
are to be got. — I have the honar to be, &Ci 



Head'^arursy Hetghts of HaerUm^ SeptenAer Tjt^ 
Sir, 

I HAVE nothing in particular to commoii* 
Con^refs by this day's poft, as our (ituation is the fi^ 
wheg I laft wrote. 
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We are noM^ fitting ort the buGnefs the committee came 
;>n, which, it is probable, will be finiflied this evening* 
le refult they will duly report upon their return. 
■ received yefterday the incJofed declaration by a gentle- 
n from Elizabethtown who told me many copies were 
nd in the pofleflion of the foldiers from Canada, that 
re landed there a day or two ago by general Howe's per- 
fion. I Ihall not comment upon it. It feems to be 
nded on the plan that has been artfully purfued for fomc 
c paft. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

*. S. The. account of the troops, &Cj in Canada, comes 
n a perfon who is among the prifoners fent from Cana- 
It was anonymous, nor do I know the intelligencer. 
:ording to him, the enemy in that quarter are ftronger 
n we fuppofed, and their naval force much greater on the 
!S than we had any idea of. I truft he has taken cha 
:ter up on the enemy's report. 



eaJ'^arterSy Heights of Haer/cm^ September 2^^, 1776- 

IR, 

BEING about to crofs the North-river this morning 
jrder to view the poft oppofite, and the grounds between 
: and Paulus-Hook, I (hall not add much more than that 
ve been honored with your favor of the twenty-fourth 

its feveral inclofures 5 and that, fince my letter of yef* 
ay, no important event has taken place. 
ls colonel Hugh Stephcnfon, of the rifle regiment order*- 
ately to be raifed, is dead according to the information I 
* received, I would beg leave to recommend to the particu* 
lotice of Congrcfs captain Daniel Morgan juft returned 
ng the prifoners from Canada, as a fit and proper perfon 
"iicceed to the vacancy occafioned by his death. The 
ent field-officers of the regiment cannot claim any right 
)re(erence to him, bccaufe he ranked above them, and 

captain, when he firfl entered the fervice. His condu6t 

T 2 as 
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as an officer, on the expedition with general Araddblil 
^-JiU intrepid beha?br in the affiialt mf^nk Qnckec, ala 
brave Montgomery fell,— -the inleaihlc ■ • t^^ff MM |ke|i 
fefled to our caufe during hit imprifeiuncnt^iaBd «l 
perfevtret int— added to thefe, hia refidence in tk lb 
colonel Stephenfon came frorot and hia intncft jn^irf* 
in die fame circle» and with fuch men aa me ta c«| 
fttch a rqpment,— all, in my ofMnion, entitk him lotk 
wot of Congreft, and lead me to lieliar« ^i^t in l^fM 
don the ftatet will gain a good and valuaUe offioerftr 
fort of troops he is particularly recomoieiided So cotftf 
* * *— I have tlie honor to be, &c« 6. 



HfAd^^uartirs^ Heights ofHakrUm^ S^^fmhr^lfj^ 

Sir, 

SINCE I had the honor of addmffing yon Hi 
thing of importance has tranfpired |' though, horn 
movements ycftcrday on the part of the enemy, it i 
fcem as if fomcthing was intended. 

The inclofed memorial, from lieutenant-Golonel Shi 
of the fourth regiment, I beg leave to fubmit to the o 
ation of Congrefs, and (hall only add that I couid wiA 
would promote him to the command of the regiment 
fend him a commifTion, being a good and valuable 
and efpcciaily as the vacancy is of a pretty long 
and I have not had (nor has he) any intelligence from 
nel Learned himfelf (who had the command, and wla 
tained a difcharge on account of his indifpofition), of li 
fign to return.— I have alfo inclofed a letter from 
Ballard, which Congrefs will pleafe to determine oflf 
fubjeft being new and not within my authority. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. 

P. S. A commiffion was fent for colonel Learned, 
is now in my hands, having received no applicatioDj or 
from him fiacc it came. 
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Sir, Head-Barters, Haerlem Heights^ 0/7. 2, 1776. 

1 1)0 myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to you the in- 
ofed letter from lieutenant-colonel Livingfton, with fundry 
>pies of general Delancey's orders, which difcover the 
eafures the enemy are purfuing on Long^Ifland for raifing 
cruits and obtaining fupplies of provifions. In confequence 
the intelligence they contain, and authentid advices 
rough other channels refpefting thefc matters, I have fcnt 
igadier-general George Clinton to meet general Lincoln 
ho has got as far as Fairfield with part of the troops lately 
•dered by the Maffachufetts affembly, to concert with him 
td others an expedition acrofs the Sound with thpfe 
oops, three companies under colonel Livingfton, and 
ch further aid as governor Trumbull can afford, in order 

prevent if poffible their effefling thofe important objefts, 
id to aflifl: the inhabitants in the removal of their flock, 
•ain, &c, or in deftroying them, that the enemy may not 
jrive any advantage or benefit from them. 
The recruiting fcheme they are profecuting with uncom- 
on induftry; nor is it confined to Long-Ifland alone^ 
aving jufl: now received a letter from the committee of 
"eft-Chefter-county, advifing that there are feveral compa* 
5S of men in that and Duchefs^county preparing to go off 
d join the king's army, I have given dirediions to our 
ardp-boats and the centries at our works at Mount- Wafli- 
; ton to keep a ftrifl; look-out in cafe they attempt to come 
»vn the North-river J alfo to general Heath at Kingfb ridge, 

t the utmoft vigilance may be obferved by the regiments 
I. troops Rationed above there and down towards the Eafl* 
^r, that they may intercept them, fhould they take that 
^c with a view of crolFing to Long-Ifland. — I will ufe 
x-y precaution in my power to prevent thofe parricides 
:» accompliftiing their defigns ; but I have but little hopes 
\icccfs, as it will be no diflScult matter for them to pro* 
C: a pafiage Qver fome part or other of the Sound. 

T3 Jbm 
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I have been applied to lately by coloajel Weeddb o(TJ 
nia^ for permiflion to recruit the deficiency of men inVii 
giment out of the troops compoGng the fljing 
forming me at the fame time that fome of thofc (torn 
land had offered to engage. Colonel Hand of the lifc! 
tallion made a (imilar application to-day. 'If the 
could be madei they would have this good oonfc 
the fecuring of fo many in the fenrice. However, « 
sneafure might occafion fome uneafinefs in their owit 
and be confidered as a hardfhip by the dates to wUdi 
belong, and the means of their iFumi(hing more tfcai 
quota cxaficd from them in the genesal arrangemcntt 
would make it more diiTicult for them to complete 
own levic?, I did not conceive myfelf at liberty to t\ 
it without fubmitting the propriety of it to the omi 
of Congrefs, and obtaining their opinion whether it 
be allowed or not. 

I have inclofed a lift of warrants granted Irom die 
to the thirtieth ultimo inclufive, the only letum of tiie! 
that I have b<^cn able to make fince the refolution for 
purpofe,- owing to tlie unfettled ftate of our affairs, « 
rny having fent my papers away.— You will alfo recc 
fundry letters, f<c, from general Schuyler, which camel 1 
^er cover to mc, and which I have the honor of fonrt * 
ing. 

Ey a letter juft received from the committee of fafctj 
the ftate of New-Hampdiire, I find a thoufand of theiri 
litia were about to march on the'^twentyrfourth ultimo to 
inforce this army in confequence of the requifition of Cc 
grefs. Previous to their march, general Ward writes: 
he was obliged to furniOi them with' five hundred pouni 
powder and a thoufand pounds of ipufeet-ball ; andlb 
little reafon to expedl that they arc better provided ^' VI 
other articles than they were with ammunition. In fuchcJ ' t\,r 
they will only add to our prefent diftrefs which is ali«i yo, 
far too great, and become difgufted with the fervice^c^ fte 
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the time they are engaged for is only till the firft of Decem- 
ber* — This will injure their cnlifting for a longer term, if 

• not wholly prevent it. 

By three deferters who came from the Galatea man-of- 
^'wrar about five days ago, we are informed that feveral tranf- 
■^ports had failed, before they left her, for England, as it was 

• 'generally reported, in order to return with a fupply of pro- 
^fifions, of which they fay there is a want.— General Mercer, 

'ii a letter, informed me that general Thompfon faid he 
*iad heard they were going to difmifs about a hundred of the 
^ips from the fervice. — I am alfo advifed by a letter from 
i!?Mr. Derby at Bofton, of the twenty-fix th ultimo, that, the 
^ay before, a tranfport fnow had been taken and fent into 

fPifcatawa by a privateer, in her paflage from New- York to 
&hc Weft-Indies. She failed with five more under the con- 
3''oy of a man-of-war, in order to bring from thence the 

tJ^roops that are there, to join general Howe.— They were all 

dftualled for four months. — From this intelligence it would 
dfeem as if they did not apprehend any thing to be meditating 
rf^gainft them by the court of France. 

ifi O^ober 3. 1 have nothing in particular to communis 

PAtt refpcfling our fituation, it being much the fame as when 
%'. wrote laft. — ^We had an alarm this morning a little before 
/our o'clock, from fome of our cut-centries, who reported 
^hat a large body of the enemy was advancing towards our 

incs. This put us in motion : however it turned out en» 
^rcly premature •, or at leaft we faw nothing of them. 
i I have the honor to be, &c. G. W» 



- SXR, Hacrlem, O^ober 4, 1776. 

BEFORE I knew of the late refolutions of Congrefs 
yhich you did me the honor to inclofe in your letter of the 
=^wrenty-fourth, and before I was favored with the vifit of 
»our committee, I took the liberty of giving you my fenti- 
H^jirs on feveral points which feemed to be of importancre.— 

T 4 Ibaro 
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I have no doubt but that tlie ccMnmittcc will make U& 
port of the ftatc and condirbu of the army^ as will t 
CongTcf* to believe rh.it nothing but the moft vigorous aBt»| 
tioa» can put mutters upon fuch m footing as to gitc m 
^fituient a f;iir profpe^ of fuccefs. Give mc leave 
$tt^l lay it with due deference and rcfpcft (and myki 
ledge of the fadls* adilcd to the imponance of the taufq 
the ftake I hold in it, nin(l juftify ihc freedom),— tliat 
affair* arc in a more unpTomifuig way ihau you Teem to 
prclicpd. 

Your army, as I mentioned in my laft, is on the 

k^f its poUtical diJlblutbn. True it is, you have 
m larger one in lieu of it : but the feaCbn Is late ; and 
is a material diirercncc between voting of batallions 
ratfing of men. In die latter there are more diiE 
than Congrefs are aware of j which makes it my datj [^ 

kfcavc been informed of the prevailing fcntiments of 

I army) to inform them, thai, unlcfs the pay of the offi 
erpeciidiy that of the field-officers, h raifed, the chief pa 

•tliofe th'jt are worth retaining v;l\[ Isave the fervice at 
expiration of the prefent term, as the foJdicrs will alfoj ( 
feme gruater encourageruent is not oiiered them than twct^ 
dollars and a hundred acres of land. 

Nothing lefs, in my opinion, than a fuit of clothes aiini 
given to each non-commidioned officer and foldicr in 
^on to the pay and bounty, will avail ; and I quettion 
iher that will do, as the enemy (from the Information of 

, John LvL;(h, who, with fix others, M^as tattcn by onr guar^^ 
are giving ten pounds bounty for recruits, and have 
batallioa under major Rogers nearly completed upon ho^ 

\ lihud. 

Nor will lefs pay, according to my judgment, th-in U^*^ 
taken the liberty of mentioning in the inclofed eflimare, ^ 
tain fuch officers as we could wifh to have contiuued. ^ 
diiterence per month in each batalHon will amount to Utt3 
than a hundred pounds. To tliis may be added the psT 
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the (lafF-officera ; for it is prefuma^ble they will alfo requii« 
an augmentation : but, being few in number, the fum wili 
not be greatly increafed by them, and confequently is a mat- 
ter of no great moment : but it is a matter of no fmali im« 
portance to make the feveral offices defirable. When tlic 
pay and eftablifhment of an officer once become objeSs of 
intereiled attention, the floth, negligence, and even difobe- 
dience of orders, which at this time but too generally prevd), 
"will be purged off. But while the fervice is viewed with in- 
difference, — while the officer conceives that he is rather con- 
ferring thaiji receiving an obligation, — there will be a total 
relaxation of all order and difcipline, and every thing wiil 
move heavily on» to the great detriment of the fcryice, and 
inexpreffible trouble and vexation of the general. 

The critical fituation of our affairs at this titne will juftify 

my faying that no time is to be loft in making of fruitleili 

experiments. An unavailing trial of a month to get an army 

upon the terms propofcd may render it impradicable to do 

' it at all, and prove fatal to our caufe; as I am not fure whe« 

* ther any rubs in the way of our enlidments, or unfavorable 
^ turn in our affairs, may not prove the means of the enemy 
»^ recruiting men fafter than we do. To this may be added 
!•' the inextricable difficulty of forming one corps out of an- 
other, and arranging matters with any degree of order, in 

^ the face of an enemy who are watching for advantages* 
i At Ganibridge, laft year, where the officers (and morie 
^ fhan a fuffic^ency of them) were all upon the fpot, we found 
^ it a work of fuch extreme difficulty to know their fentiments 

* (each having fome terms to propofe), that I defpaired once 
•• of getting the arrangements completed : and J do fuppofe. 
?that at leaft a hundred alterations took place before matters 

were finally adjufted. What muft it be then under the 

* prefent regulation, where the officer is to negotiate this mat-? 
^ ter with the ft ate he comes from, diftant perhaps two or 

three hundred miles ? — fome of whom, without leave or li- 
cence froin xnei fet out tp make ||>etfonal application, the 

moi 
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IMfMUt the ftfolfcgot to ihcir h:indd. What Hod o(or- 
icifiribiefe are» I leave CongTcf!. to judge. 
^ If W officer of reputation (for none otlicr Ihouldbcip' 
fMM to) is iflced to rtay, what nnfvrcr can he ghc, but in k 
iifl f^bccy that he does not kiiow whether it is at his o^m 
ia 4b lb» no provUlon bcbg mu<!e in the Tefolutton of Coa 
^Mllfi even reeommcndalory of this meafurcj ccmfequcnfiTf 
^blttrefts with the ft ate he comes from (furroanddpcr 
iHlptlirith a Tariety of applicntloni;, and itiOucnced probable 
Iiy4beal attachments) to determine whether he c^n be pp> 
Hicil for or not ? In the next place, if he is an ofEccr of eis 
Htj^ and knov« that the flatc he comes from is to fumt 
lM«'%atallioiil than it at prefcnt has in the fervice, k irl 
imeel^t aftef^ 'two years' faithful ferviccs, think of contif£^ 
Hi^' the rank he now bears, when new creations arcti 
KbttiMe, add men appointed to ofSces (no wife fupenari: 
'MMlf ati4 ignbrsin t perhaps of fcrvice) oyer his heaii. J 
i iliai i ^ lge» fwt to the army from each fliate, may uponllfS 
%#/filt<liliiiga with a degree of propriety and certainty, jd^ 
b the only method I can fee of bringing matters to a deci* 
Son with refpe*fl to the officers of the army. But whatci: 
fce done in the mean "vthile towards the arrangement intit^ 
country, I know not. In the one cafe you run the haiaJ^ 
of loGng yotir officers j in the orhefj of encountering ddi?) 
iinlefs fp'me method could be devifed of forwarding bothaJ 
the faihfie inftant- 

Upon the prefent plan, I plainly forefee an intervention rf 
time between the old and new armv, which mufl be filled u^ 
wj'th militia (if to be had}* with whom no man who hasaitf 
regard for his own reputation cnn undertake to be anfwc^ 
able for confequences, I fhall alfo be miflaken in my coJ5* 
je£lurcs, if we do not lofe the men; valuable officers in thii 
army, under the prefent mode of appointing them : confer 
quently, if we have an army at all, it will be compofedoi 
materials not only entirely raw, but (if uncommon pains ai< 
pot taken) entirely unfit; ^nd I fe^ fwch ^ diftruft andj€» 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. aSj 

loufy of military power, that the commander-in-chicf has 
not an opportunity, even by recommendation, to give the 
leafl aflTurances of reward for the mod eflential fervices. la 
a word, fuch a cloud of perplexing circumftances appear be- 
fore me, without one flattering hope, that I am thoroughly 
convinced, unlefs the moll vigorous and decifive exertions 
are immediately adopted to remedy thefe evils, that the cer- 
tain and abfolute lofs of our liberties will be the ine\utable 
confequence ; as one unhappy 4lroke will throw a powerful 
weight into the fcale againft us, enabling general Howe to 
recruit his army as faft as we fhall ours, —numbers being 
difpofed [to join himjy and many aftually doing fo already. 
Some of the moft probable remedies, and fuch as experience 
has brought to my more intimate knowledge, I have taken 
the liberty to point out: the reft I beg leave to fubmit to the 
confideration of Congrefs. 

I a(k pardon for taking up fo much of their time with my 
opinions. But I fhould betray that truft which they and my 
country have repofed in me, were I to be filent upon a mat- 
ter fo extremely interefting. — Wit^thc moft pcrfeft efteem, 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



SiRi Head-^iartersy Haerlem Heights^ 0/?. 5, 1776. 
I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the fc- 
cond with fundry refolutions of Congrefs. * * * 

In refpeft to the exchange of prifoners, I fear it will be a 
work of great difficulty, owing to their difperfed and fcat- 
tered fituation throughout the ftates. In order to eflFefl: it, 
\ have wrote to the eaftern governments to have them col- 
]e£led, and to tranfmit me an account of their number, dif- 
tlnguifhing the names and ranks of the field and commiffion- 
cd ofEcers, and the corps they belong to. I have alfo wrote 
to governor Livingfton of the Jerfeys upon the fubjefl:, and 
muft take the liberty of rcquefting Congrefs to give direc- 
tions ibat ^ fipaila? return may be made of thofc in Pennfyl- 

vania 
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-«oia ami Marrbnif, and far rhetr being birjoght to Brat 
wic» th^t they may be rca*if to be exchanged for zn ^ 
pumber ©f tbofc of rhe fame fauk, 

1 obfcTfe* by the rcl'oJ?c af the twcnfy-fixlh ulumOtrt:* 
flit tidiiiige 19 particubrly diTcAed to be made ol tbr^ 
ficen ^d fotdiers nkm on Lnng-Mand- But ftould p 
that follaw ihc eiechifigeof thofc ofliccra and men wLoIok 
bfclf returned f mm Qwebcc, whofe imprifonmcnt Iiaskfl 
much bngrr, and wliofe fcrvkc k^i&not been lefs fc v€rc,34 
ill m^ny iuftniKCSj condinScd with great intrepidity? Uwt' 
liad m*iny appUeation* fince their arrival, by which M 
d&im a kind of preference ns far sts their nuinber an^l (k 
dfcuin dances of their rank will sillow, and which I ihougki 
my duty to mention, that I m:iy obtain fome dircdion uptt 
the fybjcfl* 

You will obfeTTC by n paragraph of a letter fecciTed jt^ 
tcfday from general Howcj '4 copy of which you h^n^ 
length, thit the iion*perforinnnce of the agreement betw«> 
tapt^iin Furiler and general Arnold, by which the latter fti- 1 
pttbted for the return tf an et^ual number of officers d' 
prifoners in our hands for thofe delivered him^ is confidcrtii 
in »n unfavorabk light, and cmireiy imputed to me asb^* 
ing the chief command of the armies of the ftates andi 
controlling power o^er generLil Arnold. — The pointed oai- 
ncr in which Mr. Howe is pleafed to exprefs himfeHcodi 
not perfonaliy ^iffeft me, fuppofing there had been no god 
grounds fpT the treaty not being ratified j having been noifeg 
moreth^ an inftrumcnt of conveying to him the refoluticm 
formed upon the fubjcft, * * * , 

However I would beg Ipavc tp obfcrve, from the ktm 
from the hoflages, — rfrom wh^t has been reported by ottic« 
refpefting captain Forftcr's having iifcd his endeairors toTC' 
ftrain the favagcs from exercifing their wonted barbirimf* 
though in fome inftanccs they did,Ts^his pwrchafing foacoi 
the prifoners for a pretty confiderable pi'emiumj^^but abor< 
?l|| i^m the dclii-dte nature of f\ich trpi^i^^. ^^ ^^arf! 
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the non-obfervance of them muft danip the fpirits of the 
officers who make them) and a|dd af&i(Sion to the misfortunes 
cf thofe whom -neceffitjr and the nature of the cafe force into 
captivity to give them a fan£lion by a long and irkfome conr 
finement, — for thefe reabns and many more that will readiljr 
occur, I could wiih Congrefs to reconfider the macter, znd 
to carry it into execution. 

I am fenfible the wrong was origii^tily in their employiog 
favages, and that whatever cruelties were committed by thexai 
fiiould be efteemed their own a£ts : yet .perhaps, in point of 
policy, it may not be improper to overlook theie infradlions 
on their part, and to purfue that mode which will be the 
mod likely to render the hardfiups incident to war mofl: 
tolerable, and the greateft benefits to the ftate. 

I have ventured to fay thus much upon the fubje£t: from a 
regard to the fervice, and becaufe fuch gentlemen of the 
army as I have heard mention it feem to wifli tlie treaty had 
been ratified rather than difailowed. 

Inclofed is a,lift of vacancies in the third regiment of Vir^ 
ginia troops, in part occafioned by the death of major Leitth 
who died of his wounds on tuefday morning, — and of the 
gentlemen who (land next in regimental order, and who are 
recommended to fucceed to them. — You will obfcrve tliat 
captain John Fitzgerald is faid to be appointed to the duty 
of major. This I have done in order, being the oldcft 
captain in the regiment, and, I believe, an officer of un^ 
exceptionable merit, and as it was highly neceilary at this 
time to have the corps as well and fully officered as poffible« 
—-'There is alfo a vacancy in the Hril continental batallioa 
by the promotion of lieutenant Clarke to a majority in the 
flying camp, to which colonel Hand has recommended Wil* 
liam Patten to fucceed, as you will perceive by his letter 
inclofed* 

I have taken the liberty to tranfmit a plan for ellabllfh- 
iflg a corps of engineers, artificers, &c, fketched out by 
colonel Putnam, and which is propofed for the conuderat^lon 
^ > of 
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of Congreiii. How far the^rmaj incUne to adopt it,flr 
vbether they may chufe to proceed upon fach an cxtok 
icale» they will be plcaficd to determine. However|Ic» 
ceive it a matter well worthy of their conCderatioDi baf 
convinced from experience, and fnom the reafims fogeU 
by colonel Pntnam who has aAed with great dil^cnceiri 
lepntation in the bufinefs, that fome eftabliflunent of k 
fan is highly neceflkry, and will be productive of the ail 
beneficial confequences. 

If the propoCtion is approved by Congrefs, I am infbi»i 
by good authority that there is a gentleman in Viiguiii,i 
the colony fervice, John Stadler^ efquire, a i^ative of 0» 
many, whole abilities in this way are by no means bod 
derable. I am told he was an engineer in the army nok 
general Stanwiz, and is reputed to be of Ikill and ingcniiT 
in the piofeffion* In this capacity I do not know him nfT 
fielf, but am intimately acquainted with him in his piif« 
charadler, as a man of underftanding and of good bebnts 
I would fubmit his merit to the inquiry of Congreft; audi 
he fliould anfwer the report I have had of him I maletf 
doubt but he will be fuitably provided for. 

The convention of this ftate have lately feized and hi 
appraifcd two new fliips, valued at fix thoufand two hundrec 
and twenty-nine pounds York currency, which they havefest 
down for the purpofe of finking, and obftructing the channe! 
oppofite Mount-Wafliington. The price being high, andthc 
opinions various as to the neceffity of the meafure, fofflc 
conceiving the obftruaion nearly fufficient already, anJ 
others that they would render it fecure, I would wiih to have 
the direction of Congrefs upon the fubjca: by the earlid 
opportunity, thinking myfelf, that, if the enemy fliould ai* 
tempt to come up, they fliould be. ufed, fooncr than to hazanl 
their pafllng.— I muft be governed by circumftances, yet 
hope for their fentiments before any thing is neccfiarv to be 
done. 

Sundry difputes having arifcn of late between officersof 

differeBt 
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difFerent regiments and of the fame rank, refpefting the 
right of fucceffion to fuch vacancies as happen from death 
oc other caufes,-^fome fuggefting thatitfliould be in a colo- 
nial line and governed by the priority of their commiffioiis, — 
others, that it fliould be regimentally,— and there being aa 
inftance now before me, between the officers of the \^r- 
ginia regiments, occafioned by the death of majpr Leitch, — 
it has become abfolutely neceffary that Congrcfs fhould de- 
termine the mode by which promotions are to be regulated, 
—whether colonially-and by priority of commifEons, or 
rcgimcntally, referving a right out of the general rule they 
adopt, to reward for particular merit, or of with-holding 
from office fuch as may not be worthy to fucceed. 

I have only propofed two modes for their confideration, 
being fatisfied that promotions through the line (as they aic 
called) can never take place without producing difcord, jear- 
loufy, diftruft, and the moft fatal confequences, in fomc of 
my letters upon the fubje£t of promotions, and one which 
I had the honor of addreffing to the board of war on the 
thirtieth ultimo, I advifed that the mode fhould be rather 
praciifed than refolved on : but I am fully convinced nowcf 
the neceflSty there is of fettling it in one of the two ways I 
have taken the liberty to point out, and under the reftric- 
tions I have mentioned ; or the difputes and applications will 
be endlefs, and attended with great inconveniences. 

I have the honor to be, &c« G, W. 



Sir, Head-Barters^ Heights of Haerkm^ Oil. 7, 177ft. 

I DO myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to you a copy 
of a letter from the comte D'Emcry, governor-general of the 
French part of Saint-Domingo, which I received yellerday, 
and alfo my anfwer, which I have inclofed and left open for 
the confideration of Congrefs, wifhing that it may be fcalcd 
if they approve of the fieur De Chambeau's rcleafemeut, 
which I think may be attended with many valuable confer 
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qucnces. If Congrera concur in fentimenc with me, ixi 
will be pfcafcd to give dire £lton for his paflage by the firl 
opportunity to tlie Frcndi iflands : if they do not, I flulibe 
obliged by your returning my letter* 

I have alfo the pleafure of inclofing a copy of a ktterfiQi 
monficur P. Pciincl, which came to hand laft night, aol 
which contains intelliijciicc of an agreeable and intcreftia} 
nature, for which I beg leave to refer you to the copj.| J 

The polirc manner in which monfieur Fennel has requclW ( 

to be one of my aitL's-dc-camp demands my acknowlcdg* t] 

mcnts. As the appointment will not be attended with aaj : r 
cxpenfc, ai.d will flicw a proper regard for his complaifancc a 

and the attachment he is pleafcd to exprefs for the ferviceflf ' t] 
tlic American ftates, I fliall take the liberty of complyii? 
with his requifitioii, and tranfmit him a brevet commiiEon, 
provided the fame ihall be agreeable to Congrefs.— Thof 
(cntiments upon this fubjeft you will be kind enough » 
favor me with by tlie tlrll opportunity. — -The inclofed letter 
for the fieur De Chambcau you will pleafe to forward to hin 
(if he is to be enlarged) after clofing it. 

Before I conclude,! mu it ta've the liberty to obrer\e thatl" tail 
am under no fmall diineulties on account of the Frciid i 

gentlemen iliat are here in confequcnce of the commiffioai^ ind 
they have received,— having no means to employ them, or I go^ 
to afFord them an cpportuiiity of rendering that fervicJ Co; 
they themfelvcs wifii to -Ivc, or which perhaps is expeded ; of 
by the public. Their want of our language is an objeclica : 5cc( 
to their being joined to any of the regiments ]>.-re at this [ Avh, 
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time, were there vacancies, and not other obftacles. Thefe » ^^^oi: 
cotifidenulons IiuIjicc me to wilh that Conirrels would adopt t 1 ^^ 
and point out fome piirticuiar mode to be obfewcd rcfpeCiing ^' '^er; 
them. What it fhoiild be, they will be bcft able to deter- ; *^ec 
mine. But to me it appeiirs that their being here now c:ui ' ^ho^ 
be atte!ulcd with no valuable confcqucnces, and that as thi 
power of appoint^ig officers for the new army is veftd i3 
the coaventicn-3, <:c^ of the fcvcral flates, it wiii be nccd"--'^ 
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pr Congrefs to direfl: them to be provided for In the regi- 
lents to be raifed, according to the ranks they would wifli 
hem to bear — (or I am convinced they will never be taken 
1, let their merit be what it may) 5— or to form them into a' 
iftin£i: corps which may be increafed in time. They feem 
> be genteel, fenfible men ; and I have no doubt of their 
taking good officers as foon as they can learn as much of our 
nguage as to make themfelves well underftood: but, unlcfs 
.'ongrefs interfere by their particular direftion to the ftates> 
'icy will never be incorporated in any of the regiments to be 
•ifed : and, without they are, they will be entirely at a lofs, 
id in the moft irkfome fituation, for fomething to do, as 
'''ey now are. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



c^'SiR, Head-Barters, HaerlemHeigbtSy Off. 8, iy'j6* 

^ SINCE I had the honor of writing you yefterday, I 
** vc been favored with a letter from the honorable council 
^ Maffachufetts-Bayi covering one from Richard Derby, 
^juire, a copy of vtrhich is herewith tranfmitted, as it con- 
ns intelligence of an important and interefting nature. 
"^As an exchange of prifoners is about to take place, I am 
luced, from a queftion ftated in a letter I received from 
Pernor Trumbull this morning, to aflc the opinion of 
'-'^•ngrefs, in what manner the ftates that have had the care 
^ them are to be reimburfed the expenfes incurred on their 
*^!Ount. My want of information in this inftance, or 
^lether any account is to be fent in wirh the prifoners, 
->uld not allow me to give him an anfwer, as nothing that 
^^colleit has ever been faid upon the fubjeft. — He alfo 
•-ntions another matter, viz. whether fuch privates as are 
*chanics, and others who may defire to remain with us, 
* old be obliged to return,— In refpedi to the latter, I' 

• ticcivc there can be no doubt of our being under a neceffity 
^ -returning the whole, a propofition having been made on 

* part for a general exchange, and that agreed to : bc- 
*/oL. I. : U Cdw> 
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fideftf die balance of prifoiiers is greatly aaaUift us; m 
am inRnrnrTCii ic was particuUriy ftipulatcd by general Mas^I 
gomcryi th;»c all thufc ch.-vt were taken in Canada (houM k 
exchanged whenever a c;rrtei was fctticd for the purpoi. 

Under ihcfc circumftances, I (bould fuppofc the fots 
eommittcea having the care of them iliould be inftnificii 
make the mod exa£): reeurn$ of the whole, however wifi 
a part (hould be to continue wtrh us. At the fame ttf 
Ihould think it not improper to inform them of the rcjifoBsltf 
ing to the nicafure, and that they fliould be invited tocSa 
afterwards, which, in all probability, they may cficfi 
out much difficulty if they are attached to us, extending^ 
influence to many more, and bringing tlicih away alfo. 

The fituation of our atTairs and the prcftmt eftaWito 
of the army requiring our moll vigorous exertions to cnp 
a new one, I prefumc it will be ncceffary to fumiihthef* 
mafter-gcneral as early as poffible with money to para 
bounty, lately refolvedoii, tofuch men as willenlifi. Vf^i 
pay perhaps may liave a happy cflFea:, and induce the (• 
tinuance of fome who are here : but, without it I am 
tain that nothing can be done ; nor have we time to kii 
making the experiment. But then it may be afked, vl 
to recruit ? or wI;o can confider themfelvcs as officers' 
that purpofe, till the conventions of the difFereut ftates t 
made the appointments ? 

Yefterday afiernoon the exchange between lord Sriri 
and gOTcrnor Browne was carried into execution • ani 
lorJfliln is now here. He confirms the intelJijrence t- 
tioucd by captain Souther, about the tranfports he met, 
the arrival of the Dap]\ne man-of-war (a twenty-gun ft;; 
few days ago, with twelve Hilps under her convoy, h^^ 
liglu-horfe on board. They failed with about twotj 
each, and loft about eighty in their paffagc, befidesthoA 
tlicvefTcl taken by captain Souther. — He further adds ti*'^ 
had heard it acknowledged more than once, that in theac- 
of the fixteenth ultimo, the enemy had a hundred mcn^ 
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—about fixty Highlanders of the forty-fccond regiment, ana 

Forty of the light infantry. This confefSon coming from 

rhemfelvcs, wc may reafonably conclude, did not exaggerate 

:hc number. ♦ ♦ * 

Q^obtr 9> ■ ■ ■ About eight o*clock this morning, two 

liips, of forty-four guns each (fuppofed to be the Roebuck 

md Phoenix), and a frigate of twenty guns, with three ot 

bur tenders, got under way from about Bloomingdale where 

hey had been lying fome time, and ftood with an eafy 

putherly breeze towards our chevaux-^de-frife, which wc 

^oped would have intercepted their paffage while our bat* 

^eries played upon them : but, to our furprife and mortifica- 

ion, they ran through without the leaft difficulty, and with* 

. lut receiving any apparent damage from our forts, though 

hey kept up a heavy fire from both fides of the river. Theif 

. eftination or views cannot be known with certainty : but 

fioft probably they are fent to (lop the navigation, and cut 

.ff the fupplies of boards, &c, which we fliould have re- 

' cived, and of which we are in great neerf. They ate ftand- 

ng up, and t have difpatched an exprefs to the convention 

'f this ftate, that notice may be immediately communicated 

^'■y general Clinton at the Highland fortifications, to put him 

^n his guard in cafe thej fliould have any defigns againft 

*'iem, and that precautions may be taken to prevent the 

^raft belonging to the river falling into their hands. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

i 



"' Sib., Head-Barters^ Haerlem Heights, Oi7. 1 1, 1776. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fince my letter of 
'ic eighth and ninth inftant which I Tiad the honor of ad*^ 
'refling you, nothing of import^ce ha« occurred, exce]^ 
lat tlie fliips of war which I then mentioned, in their 
afTage up the river, took a floop that was at anchor off the 
feouth of Spitendcvil, and two of our row-gallies which 
^cy out-failed. The crews, finding that tjicy could not pre- 

U 2 vcm 
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\cnt them frilling into the enemy's Iiands^ ran tfaem nearib 
ihore, and elFccU'd their own efciipc. From the intdligoa 
1 have received) the ihips arc now lying at Tarrjtown,fii' 
out having landed any men (which icemcd to be appidiodci 
by romc)| or attempted any tiling elfe. Their principalnef) 
in all probability, arc, to interrupt our navigation, and to I^ 
ceive fucli difaficclcd pcrfont» as incUne to take part ag^ 
us. The former they will effc6l beyond all queftionfJ^ 
I fear chat their expectations relpcCling the latter willbcis 
too fully anfwercd. 

Odober 12. ^The inclofcd copy of a letter rccdicdi 

night from the convention of this itate will fliew you d 
apprchenfions they are under on account of die dilaffc^ 
apong them. — I have ordered up a part of the militia h' 
the MaiTachufetts under general Lincoln^ to prcTeoi} 
polCbie, die confequences which they fugged may hspp^ 
and which there is reafon to believe the confpirators JUTC 
contemplation. I am perfuadcd that they are upon die 
of breaking out, an^^ that they will leave nothing un-dfe 
that will dillrefs us and favor the dcfigns of the enemT, 
fooii as their fchemes are ripe for it. 

Ociohcr 13. Ycflerday the enemy landed at Fit:i 

Point, about nine miles from hence, further up the Scu^ t 
Their number we cannot afcertain, as they have noti* 
vanccd from the point, — wliich is a kind of iiland,— butt 
water that furrounds it is fordable at low- tide. Iha«'^ 
dered works to be thrown up at the pafTcs from the point '^ 
tlie main. From the great number of floops, fchooners,i'| 
nine fliips, that went up the Sound in the evcnine, foH-i 
men, and from the inlbrmation of two deferters M'hor/1 
over laft night, I have reafon to believe that the greatcftf-'^ 
of their army has moved upwards or is about to do it, ps:^ 
fuing their original plan of getting in our rear, and curi':- 
oil' our communication with the country. 

The grounc!s from Frog's-Point arc flrong and defcnS 
being full of ftone fences, both along the road andac^" 



po 
F, 

fo 

ta; 

ho 

So 

ni 
1: 
^' 
It: 

tc 
lu 
t\ 
K\ 

of 
in 

fe 
^11 
P.i 
^>i 
As 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 193 

the adjacent fields, which will render it difficult for artillery, 
or indeed a large body of foot, to advance in any regular 
order, except through the main road.— Our men who are 
ipofted on the pafles feemed to be in great fpirits when I left 
ehem 1^ night. — ^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^artersyHaerlemHcightSy 0/?. 14, 1776. 

HIS excellency having gone this morning to viCt our 
pods beyond Kingfbridge and the fevcral pafles leading from 
Frog's-Point and the necks adjacent, I have the honor to in- 
form you by his command, that no interefting event has 
;akcn place fince his letter by yefterday's poft. 

Every day's intelligence from the convention of this ftate 
,\olds forth difcoveries of new plots and of new confpiracies. 
3ome of the members feem to apprehend that infurreftions 
ire upon the eve of breaking out, and have fuggefted the 
;ieccffity of feizing and fecuting the pafles through the 
.iighlands, left the diflafFedfed (hould do it. Their prefer- 
^.ation being a matter of the greateft importance, his excel- 
ency, notwithftanding the fituation we are in with refpeft 
troops, has detached colonel Tafh with his regiment, 
^atcly from New-Hampfliire, in addition to the militia men- 
' loncd in his laft, with direftions to receive orders from the 
lonvention, as to the ftation and pofts he is to occupy. 
^ There are now in our pofleflion feveral perfons, inhabitants 
*f this ftate, who had engaged to join the enemy, and were 
Stcrcepted in going to them. There are alfo two who cbn- 
hfs they have been with them, gnd that they had actually 
^ngagcd in their fervice; but, finding the terms (the bounty, 
^ay* &c,) not fo advantageous as tliey expedlcd from thein- 
1>rniation they had received, they were induced to return.— 
'^s the aflairs of this government are in a precarious fituation, 
id fttch as, the convention themfeives feem to think, forbid 
^esr interpofition farther than taking meafures to apprehend 
\i^my his excellency would wiih to obtain the fcntiments of 
U 3 Congrefsi 



a94 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

Congrefi, and their dire£^ion upon a fubje£i fo tsmsf^ 
critical and delicatCi ami which, in the conCdcrationofi 
involves many important confequences. 

Your favor of the ninth, with its fcveral inclofurcj,* 
excellency received yeftcrday morning by the exprcfe, ^ 
proceeded immediately on his journey. 

October 17. 1 am direfted by his excellency to 2 

quaint you that we are again obliged to change ourdifpi^ 
tion, to countered the operations of the enemy. DecliEi 
an attack upon our front, they have drawn the main W 
of their army to Frog's-Point, with a deiign of hemminf 
in, and drawing a line in our rear. Xo prevent diecooi 
quences which would but too probably follow the execotii 
of their fcheme, the general officers determined ycftai 
that our forces muft be taken from hence, and cxtciia 
towards Eaft and Weft Chefter, fo as to out-flank tie 
General Lee, who arrived on monday, has ftrongly uif 
the abfolute neccflity of the meafure. It is propofcdtolfl 
a garrifon at Fort-Wafhington, and to maintain itif pofi 
in order to prcferve the communication with the Jerfeyi 
They are landing their artillery and waggons upon:^ 
point ; and there are now feveral boats paffing up the Sa 
full of men. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R, jj^ HarRI--- 

r. S. The poa having not come in fincc funday, tir- 
day, has been the occafion of not writino- to you fince 
time. He was expelled as ufual j which prevented a^ 
prcfs being fent. 



Sir, Haerlem Heights, Oaoberl^^ 

\ WAS yefterday morning honored with yourfc^ 
of the fifteenth, with the refolutions of the eleventh aadt- 
teenth. The latter, by which Congrefs have authorifec 
to appoint monfieur Pennel a brevet aide-dc-can^p claiJ^ 
return of my acknowledgments. 

If 
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JLaft night I received a letter from Mr. Varick, feerctary 
to general Schuyler, inclofmg a copy of one from genera! 
Arnold to general Gates. The intelligence tranfmitted by 
general Arnold being of an extremely interefting and im- 
portant nature, I thought it advifable to forward the fame 
immediately by exprefs. You have a copy herewith, which 
contains the particulars, and to which I beg leave to refer 
you. 

The accounts tranfinitted yefterday by poft will inform 
foVL of the movements of the enemy, and of tlie meafureg 
udged neceflliry to be purfued by us, to counteraft their 
Icfigns. I have nothing to add on this head, except that ten 
Dr eleven (hips, which have been prevented paffing Hell-gate 
!<>r two or three days for want of wind, are now under way, 
ind proceeding up the Sound. Amongft them there appear 
Co be two frigates : the reft probably have in ftores, &c. 

Inclofed is a copy of the laft general return I have been 
ible to obtain. It only comes down to the fifth inftant : the 
Situation of our affFairs, and the almoft conftant neceflity of 
fending detachments from one place to another to watch the 
enemy's motions, have prevented the officers from making 
them with regularity. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W; 



^JCimJltricige, Oeiober 20, 1776, half after one 0* clocks P. AL 
[• Sir, 

? I HAVE it in command from his excellency to tfanf- 

mit you the inclofed copies of difpatches which juft now 
came to hand, and which contain intelligence of the moft 
interefting and important nature refpefting our affairs in the 
Northern department. His excellency would have wrote him- 
felf, but was going to our feveral pofts, when the exprefs 
larrived. 

i The enemy are purfuing with great induftry their plan of 
penetrating the country from the Soundy and of foraiifigV 

U4 
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line in our rear. Thcjr arc now extended from Frog's-P* 
to New-Rochellc, from whence it is gencndlf conjefid 
they mean to take their route by way of the White-Pb« 
and from thence to draw a line to the North-riTcr. Wc« 
our part have drawn our whole force, except the regioeaE 
intended to garrifon Fort-Wafhington, from the ifhdi 
New-York, and have pofleflcd ourfelves of the heig!«i 
paflcs, and advantageous grounds, between Ncw-RocW 
where the van of tlieir army now lies, and the North-rte 
— TTiey will in all probability attempt to efFedl their puipni 
by moving higher up. If they do, out forces will mo?c« 
cordingly, it being a principal obje£l to prevent their otf 
flanking us. 

On fridavjonc of their advanced parties, near Eaft- Chcilfli 
fell in with part of colonel Glover's brigade, and a fmart 
clofc fkirmifti cnfued, in which, I have the plcafurc to ifl 
form you, our men behaved with great coolnefs and in© 
pidity, and drove the enemy back to their main body. 

I have tlic honor to be, &c. R. h. HarrisoJ 



Sir, Head'i^uarters^ J^ileyuhie^s HUl^ O^. 21 V 

HIS excellency being abfent on a villt to the fever.. 
pods on the left of our lines and at the White-Plains lb 
the honor to inform you, by the favor of colonel Whipr'j 
that, fince my letter of ycfterday, no event of importarc^ 
has occurred. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. fj, Harri0 



Tq the Board of TVar. 

Gentlemen, Camp on Valentine's Um^ Qa, 22 l?*'! 

I AM direded by his excellency ^vhofe bufineft M 

called him from hence, to acknowledge his receipt of vcu:^ 

favors of the twelfth and fifteenth inftanr, and to inform yc- 

in aufwer to the firft, that he will mention the cafe of t-'^- 
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French gentlemen to genei^l Lee, and obtain bis opinion 
IS to the beft mode of providing for them in a ufeful way* 
The horfes belonging to the light dragoons who were taken^ 
le thinks^ will be very ferviceable^ and he will write to 
;eneral Ward or one of the agents to purchaCs them. 

In refpefl. to your requifition for an immediate return o£ 
>rdnance ftores, his excellency fays it cannot poflibly be 
omplied with in the prefent unfettled ftate of the army. 
a order to effe£k the good purpofes you have in view, he 
rould take the liberty to recommend the edabliihiog of 
lagazines of ammunition and other ordnance ilores in pro* 
er places of fecurity» from whence fupplies could be oc- 
afionaily drawn. As large quantities are conilantly in de* 
land in time of war, he does not conceive your proviCon in 
icfc inftances can be too great. 

He will dire£l the regimental returns in future to include 
rms and accoutrements, and the commifiary-general to 
ranfmit monthly lifts of jrations. He thinks the regulation 
xtremely proper, though he apprehends the information to 
c premature refpecling the over-quantity fuggefted to have 
een drawn, having heard no fufpicion of the fort in this 
rmy of late. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 



Sir, Head'^artersj fFhtic-Plalnsy Oi^h ^5, l*]^b^ 

THE whole of our army is now here and on the 
eighboring heights, except the troops left at Mount-Wa(h- 
kgton and Kingfbridge (about fourteen hundred at the for- 
Ler, and fix hundred at the latter), and general Lee's divi- 
on which now forms the rear, and which is on their march, 
^ur removal, and that of the ftores, have been attended 
ith a great deal of trouble, owing to the fcarcity and difE- 
ilty of procuring waggons. However, they are nearly 
defied, and without any lofs. — The general oiEcers are 

now 
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dMT nconnoicrifii^ the ferenl paflfes Inding from Ac cnoM^ 
tkaf the moft important maj be imtoedfaitdlj ieandv- 
The iitttatioD 6t ihtW army remsuna nearij 4ie fame u «ki 
I had the honor of addref&ng you on the twenty^fiift fato 
It diflfert u nodring onfefs it ia that their main body is om 
MleAed about New-Rochelle. A few of their troops a: 
extended as far as Momarioneck. 

On monday night a detachment of our nien» under dt 
command of colonel Hazlet, wasfent.out to furprifetfl 
eut off major Rogers, if poOible^ with hia legpmcnt vU 
Was polled there. By feme accident or other the ezpditb 
did not fttccecd fo well as I could have wifhed. Howerootf 
Advanced party, led on by major Greene of the firft VnpA 
regiment, fell in with thcjr out-guard, and broo^rf 
thirty-fix prifoners, fixty muflcets, and Tome blankctSi tk 
number killed is not certainly known : but it ia leportedlf 
an officer who was there, that he cotynted about tweaty-fire> 
-^or lofs, t^o killed, and ten or t welre woqnded ; 
the latter, major Greene, whofe recovery U very doubtfsL 

On wednefilay there was alfo a fmart fkirxnifh between 
party of colonel Hand's riflemen, — about two hundred afti 
forty,— and nearly the fame number of HeflSan chaffeurJ» 
in which the latter were put to the rout. Our men burifli 
ten of them on the field, and took two prifoners one badlj 
wounded. We fuftained no other lofs than having oncW 
wounded, fuppofed mortally. 

The ihips of war tliat are in the North-river fell dotrn 
yefterday morning or the evening before, to Dobbs's ferrj 
to prevent our bringing ftores from below by water andik 
removal of thofe that arc landed there. As foon as il* 
wajrgons, employed in bringing the baggage and ftores rf 
l^neral Lee's divificn, arc difengaged, they will be imfl*" 
lliately fcnt to affift thofe already there to remove them. 

On faturday night wc had the misfortune to lofe one of 
the new fliips. intencjed to be funk for obftru£linff the tfaf 
wU She parted her cable? in a fevcre fquall, when propcHj 
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ballafted, and bilged as foon as fhe (truck the fliorc. The 
other (hip was funk well; and yefterday morning two brigs, 
both ready, were fent down for. the fame purpofe. 

About two o'clock this afternoon, intelligence was brought 
to head -quarters that three or four detachments of the ene- 
my w^re on their march, and had advanced within about 
four miles of this place. It has been fully confirmed fincc 
by a variety of perfons who have been out to reconnoitre.— 
Their n^mber cannot be afcertained: but it is generally 
conje£lured that the detachments are or will be fucceeded 
by as many columns compoiing their main body.— Our druais 
have beat to arms, and the men are ordered to tlielr feveral 
pofts.-^Moft probably fome important event is upon the eve 
of taking place ; I hope it will be viftory in favor of our arms* 
—General Lee, with his divifion, has not got up ; but I hear 
he is on his march. 

Experiment having proved it difficult, if not impoflible, 
to prevent the enemy from poffeffing the navigation of the 
North-river, and rendering the communication and inter- 
courfe between the ilates divided by it extremely hazardous 
and precarious by means of their fhips of war, it has be- 
come a matter of important confideration how to remedy 
the evil, and to guard againft the confequcnccs which may 
refult from it. I am charged by bis excellency to mention 
it to Congrefs as a matter that has employed much of his 
thought, and that feems worthy of their moil ferious atten** 
lion. He has communicated it to feveral of the general an4 
other officers, and to many gentlemen of fenfe and difcern-p 
jnent, who all agree with him, not only upon the propriety 
but the abfolute neceifity that two di{lin£^ armies fliould be 
formed, —one to z£t particularly in the ftates which lie on the 
ead, the other in thofe that are on the fouth of the river ;— » 
the whole however to be raifed on a general plan, and no| 
to be confined to any particular place by the terms of enlid-K 
incnt. Thcfe inattcrs, — the apparent difficulty and perhapt 
ioipradicabiUty of Aiecours being thrown Qcrofs the mcf 

wbi* 
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, yMik . tbc enemy can command it^— 4iikvc Indfri lii dtt)* | 
hacf to fubmit the sncafint to their oonfiA^Miooy mtfa 
i^l kovr their operadona may be diicAedi^ and fadbn I 
Aae iitnmnerable eviU may arile if a xetpeBtMn htatkn 
eppointed to-oppore their anna wlmcfimer dwy m 
jinL— Lhave the honor to bc» in groat hafte, itc. 

R fLHAtiiia^l 



8l»f ffHu^PUimH OaOir ^, m 

THE fitaation cf onr affiiifo not pi"ii ^j f 4S m Ui» 
ciilcacy to write himfdf, I hare it in chaige to infav 
dbaty on yefterday momsog abont ten o*cldd^ the eoeny 
yeaied ki leveral larg^ cdumns in our fronts and» fieai 
fcft movements) fecmed aa if tiiey memit an actadc I 
Howcfcr, halting for a littk time^ their nain kody ^^ 
to our lefti and prefently began a moft ievcfe attdi 
cannonade at a part of our trcx»pa who had talBea poft 
lull» with a view of throwing up ferae Knee. At At 
time they advanced in two divifions^ and, after a fiurt 
gagemcnt for about a quarter of an hour, obliged our iK*L 
to give way. 

Our lofs is not certainly known j but, from c(mje£tare,i> 
between four and five hundred in killed, Txroanded, and f(^ 
ing.— What theirs was, we have not heard. 

After gaining the hill (upon which they are 'intrenchiflgli 
and leaving a fufficient number of men and artillery to pi» 
Tent our repoiTeffing it, they proceeded to advance by o<f 
left ; and, as far as I can difcover, their polls or eacanf* 
ments now form nearly a femicircle. It is evident their d^ 
fign is to get in our rear according to their original plao*" 
Every meafure is taking ro prevent them : but the xemowl 
of our baggage, &c, is attended with infinite diflkultyaol 
delays- 

Our poft, from its fituation, is not fo advantageous i* 
CQuld be wiihed, and was only intended aa temporary ao^ 
occafional, till the ftores belonging to the army, which ba' 
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been depofited here, qould be removed. The enemy com- 
ing on fo fuddenly has diftreffed us much. They are now 
clofe a^ hand, and moft probably will in a little time com- 
mence their fecond attack : we expeft it every hour :— per- 
haps it is beginning : I have juft heard the report of fomc 
cannon.— I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 



' Sir, fVhlte- Plains^ O^faber 31, 1776. 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the 
twenty-ninth inilant, no event of importance has occurred. 
The enemy are throwing up fome lines and redoubts in our 
front, with a view of cannonading as foon as they are ready ; 
and at the fame time are extending their wings farther by our 
right and left. It is fuppofed that one of their obje£b is to 
advance a part of their troops, and feize on the bridge over 
Croton river, that the communication may be cut off with 
:he ,upper country. To prevent this, a part of our force is 
detached, with orders to proceed with the utmoft expedition, 
irid to fecure the pafs if poffible. 

We are trying to remove, to guard againft their defigns, 
>ut are greatly impeded by reafon of the fcarcity of waggons 
n proportion to our baggage and ftorcs. Every exertion 
las been employed to obtain a fufficiency; but they can- 
not be had in this part of the country. The quarter-mafter 
(las fcnt to Connedticut to get a fupply if poffible. 
s Our army is decreafing f^ft. Several gentlemen, who 
jiave come to camp within a few days, have obferved large 
jiumbers of militia xetuming home on the different roads : 
lor arc any meafures taken as yet to raife the new army» 
JO commiffions having come from the dates to appoint or 
ignify the nomination of their officers. If this was doii€, 
^rhaps many who are now here might be induced to en-- 
' age : but at prefent there are none authorifed to recruit. 

His excellency would have wrote himfeK by the perfon 
jho carries this (to the care of general Greene) ; but liisat* 
; . tentiou 

r 
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Icntion is totally engaged in ordering thd aflairs of dicsniir, 
tnd the bed mode for its removal. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HARWSOif 



Sir* fn'tte-Plains^ November i, JJ? 

I AM dtrcftrd by his excellency to acknowledgfb 
receipt of your Aivor of tbc twenty-eighth ultimo whichcaiK 
to hand yefterday evening, and to tranfmit you a copyoftls 
letter I had the honor of writing you by the Bofton cxpro 
by his command. Had the exprcfs been charged withe 
other letter, the lofu would not have been attended with aJJ 
naterial injury to us, or advantage to the enemy, provide^' 
ftoold come to their hands : but there were others fromli 
excellency, of a very intcrefting nature, the mifcaniage 
which gives him much concern. As the bundle wastakfl 
away in fo fudden and fecrct a manner, I fear there ista 
Ettle hope of recovering ir, — ^being done moft probabljb 
the cxprefs purpofe of furnifliing the enenny with intelli''encft 
and a ftate of our army. BeHdcs his excellency's letters, tlf 
moft material of wlilch was to Mr. Rutledge> there weret'- 
or fix more from the gentlemen of his family. , 

My letters of the twcn*y-ninth and of yefterday \rhic!i'i 
had the honor of iuklrelFing you, will give a pretty full 4 
count of our fituation, and of every matter refpedtiiig ^^^. 
army antecedent to this date. I only omitted to mcn'kj 
ihat wc have taken thirteen of the Waldeckers, and that,fc' 
fcveral days pnft, our fcouting parties have brought inont 
two, or three prifoners. In addition to tht^fe, we have eve^! 
day a deferter or two. 

About fix o'clock this morning, a mefTenger arrived fro^ ■ 
lotd Stirling (who Is with his brigade between two and thrc^i 
miles from ^Vhite-Plains, on our right, and rather wti^- 
the North-river) w^ith intelligence that the enemv were 2^' 
vancing towards him in two columns. Xhis informarif'^ 
has carried his excellency and aides out. T,*he refult of tiitf " 
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movement I have not heard : but moft likely tliey arc pur- 
fuing their original defign of getting by our flanks and feiz- 
ing the heights above us. Lvery precaution is' taking to 
pT«if^nt them, and to hurry away our ftores to a more inte- 
rior part of the country. 

J have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HARRisoitf. 

p. S. His excellency has juft returned, and fays the alarm 
was premature. It arofe from fomc of lord Stirling's advanced 
guards feeing a body of our men vrho had been ordered to rein* 
force him, who were fuppofed to be the ciiemy. His excellcn-«, 
cy is very apprehenfive that the army will be greatly diftrefled 
fot want of provifion, particularly in the article of flour, 
e>»if)g to the water- conveyance, both in the North and Ead 
rWer, being in the enemy's poflefllon. He has wrote to the 
convention of this ftate, and directed Mr. Trumbull, that 
their utmoft exertions in this inftance may be ufed. There 
ia a good deal of .flour on the Jerfey fide : but there is no 
other way to get it, but by carting and ferrying it over to 
Pccklkill. This I have wrote to general Greene to have 
done, by his excellency's direction. / 



Sir, PFhlte-P/ains, November 3, 1776* 

BY command of his excellency, I have the honor to 
itiform you that our fituation is nearly the fame as when I 
' had the pleafure of writing you laft. It is altered in no in- 
fiance, unl^fs in the number of our troops, which is every 
cTay decrtafing by their moft fcandalous defertion and re* 
torn home. The inclofed letter from general Parfon$, who 
is Rationed near the Saw- pits, and which his excellency di- 
re£led me to tranfmit, will inform you of the prevalency of 
this difgmceful prafticc. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 
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To the Board of TVar. 

GEKTLBMSffy IflUe-Plains^ November J^vif 

BY command of his excellency, I have th^ hoooto 
acknowledge his receipt of your favor of the twenty-fourtli^ 
tUnOy and to inform you that he efteems the plan yoo p 
pofe to lay before Congrefs, for preventing more rations^ 
ing drawn than may be due, well calculated to anfwertk 
end. That rcfpcfting the fick feems to him not cnriici! 
perfea. The captains or commanders of companies* 
prohibited from drawing pay for fuch fick as may be i 
charged from the hofpitals as unfit for fervice. If, isls\ 
their ftay, and before it can be known whether their ds 
will or will not admit of their return, it Ihould become *[ 
ccffary to make up a rcgimentaf pay-abftraffc, in whatm*! 
nil arc the officers to make up ihcir rolls ? arc they to i 
dude the fick, or not ? 

As this is a c:ife which may and mud of neceffity 
quently happen, it appears to his excellency that the imcrfl 
cd regulatioiib fliould be more genera], and reftrain theci- 
ficers from including in their pay-abflradts or rolls ail ti^ 
fick they fend to the hofpitals, and the pay due 'em pre^-l 
ous to their going. In fuch cafe, thofe who are diichargi'^l 
as unfit for fervice may receive their pay as intended': 
and thofe who return to duty can obtain what was due::" 
them when the regiiiurnt was paid, by applying to the p3j- 
mafter with the ofTicer and furgeon's certificates or be in- 
cluded in a fubfequent abilra£t. The inconveniences ani 
abufes which are defigned to be remedied by thefe recula- 
tions, his excellency does not apprehend to arife fo muci^ 
from neccfTity (as incident to the nature of armies) as frcfl 
the imperfeft inflitution of the prefent, and the jrreat mix*! 
ture arid diverfity of troops compofing it, and alfo from tl' 
inattention of the officers. * * * 

The defcncelcfs flate of Pennfylvania, as comniunicatfi! 
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oy the committee of fafety to your honorable body, is a mat- 
rer of much concern to his excellency, which is not a little 
iggravated by the part too many fcem ready to take in fa- 
ror of the enemy. He trulls, however, the defeftion will be 
00 inconfiderable to threaten any alarming confequences. 

Before the receipt of your letter, his excellency had wrote 
o the com.manding officer of the Virginia regiments at Tren- 
on, diredling him to march them forward towards general 
Jreene's poll, and there remain under his command till fur- 
her orders, unlefs fpeclal inftruftions had been or fliould be 
iven to the contrary by Congrefs, or for their particulait 
eftination. 

Agreeabk to your requeft, his excellency has confulted 
rith general Lee upon the beft mode for employing the 
rench gentlemen, and making them ferviceablc. The re- 
lit is that they (hould be appointed to regiments by Con- 
refs according to the ranks they have been pleafed to give 
lem, and with the fame pay as is allowed other officers in 
ich cafes. Their want of our language is rather an objec- 
311 : but it is hoped they will attain a fufficient know- 
dge of it, ere it be long, to be of great fetvice $ and that^ 

the interim^ their advice and affiftance in dircfting of 
orks may be of ufe where they may be Itationed. 

With great refpeft, I have the honor to be, &c» 

R. H. Harrison. 



Sir, fVhite'Plainsy Nt^mb^r 6, 1776. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that on yefterdajf^ 
orning the enemy made a fudden and unexpe£led move- 
ent from the feveral pods they had taken in our front, 
hey broke up their whole encampments the preceding 
ght, and have advanced towards Kingfbridge and the 
orth*river. The defign of this manoeuvre is a matter of 
uch conjecture and fpeculation, and cannot be accounted 
p with any degree of certainty. The grounds we had takea 
Vol. L X poffcffipr 
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poiTefTion of were (Irong and advantageous, and fuchastk| 
could not have gained without much lofs of blood in cafe* 
fttrempt had been made. I had taken every poffiUepicoi' 
tlon to prevent their outflanking us ; — ^which mayhatck' 
to the prcfcnt mcafurc. They may ftifl have in viewito 
original plan, and, by a fuddcn wheel, try to accomplit'^ 
Detachments arc conftantly out to obferve their motiooSji 
to harrafs them as much m podible* 

In confequence of this movement I called a council off 
neral officers to-day, to confult of fuch meafures as ft* 
be adopted in cafe they purfued their retreat to New-Yo4 
the Tcfult of which is herewith tranfmitted. In rcfpcS 
"myfclf, I cannot indulge an idea that general Howe, f^ 
po'fing he is going to New- York, means to clofe die cao 
paign, and to fit down without attempting fomething moft 
i think it highly probable, and almoft certain, that he 
make a defcent with a part of his troops into Jerfcy: 
as foon as t am fatisficd that the prefent manoeuvre is^ 
and not a feint, I fhall ufe every means in my power toh 
ward a part of our force to countera£t his defigns : norikf 
I be difappoiiued if he fends a detachment to the fouthv-^ 
for the purpofe of mnking a winter campairrn. j 

From the information I have received, there is no^j 
number of tranfports at Red-Hook, with about three M 
fand troops on board. Their deftinatiori^ as given out,ii* 
Rhode-Illand : but this feems altogether improbable for'*; 
rious reafons •, among others, the fcafon is much againl'^ 
In the foulhern ftates they will find it milder and B'-^^ 
more favorable for their purpofes. I {ii2ill take the libe^ 
of mentioning that it may not be improper to fuggrf* 
probability of fuch a meafure to the airemblies and codt^ 
tions in thofe ftates, that they may be on their guard,-*' 
the propriety of their cftabliihing and laying up magazin«^ 
proviiions and other neccfTarics in fuitablc places. This'^ ' 
matter of exceeding importance, an\l what cannot bcJ' 
Ifnuch attended to. 
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From the approaching diflblution of the army, and the de- 
parture of the new levies which is on the eve of taking place, 
and the little profpeft of levying a new one in time, I have 
wrote to the eaftern ftates by the unanimous advice of the 
'general officers, to forward fuppHes of militia in the room of 
'thofe that are now here, and who, it is feared, will not be 
'prevailed on to ftay any longer than the time they are en- 
gaged for. The propriety of this application, I truft, will 
appear, when it is known that not a (ingle ofiBcer is yet com- 
miffioned to recruit, and when it is confidered how eflential 
^t is to keep up fome fhevir of force and fhadow of an army. 
' I expe£l the enemy will bend their force againft Fort- 
Wafliington, and inveft it immediately. From fome advices, 
i.t is an objeft that will attraft their earlieft attention, 
i I am happy to inform you, that, in the engagement on 
Jnonday fe'nnight, I have reafon to believe our lofs was by 
.10 means fo condderable as was conjectured at firft. By 
lottic dcferters and prifoners we are told, that of the enemy 
l^as tolerably great : fome accounts make it about four hun- 
Ircd in killed and wounded : all agree that among the former 
fliere was a colonel Carr of the thirty-fifth regiment. 
I The force that will be fent to Jerfey after I km fatisfied of 
vir. Howe's retreat, in addition to thofe now there, accord- 
pig to my prefent opinion, will make it neceflary for me to 
^o with them, to put things in a proper channel, and fuch a 
gray of defence as (hall feem moft probable to check the pro- 
^efs of the enemy, in cafe they (hould attempt a defcent 
^ere, or a move toward Philadelphia. 
ri I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

\i « 



To the Board of War. 



. Gentlemen, IVhite-Plains, November 8, iinb. 

\ I HAVE been favored with yours of the thirty-firft 
itimo, by monfieur Laytaniac, and muft take thft lib^ 
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' referring you to my former letters upon the fabjefb of p 
Tiding for the French gentlemen who fliall indise to c* 
the fenrice of the dates. To me it appears that one of tn 
modes mud be adopted : they.muft cither be appointed » 
places in fome of the regiments* or formed into a &!bA 
corps. The former was advifed as the moft eligiUe b»{ 
fpeft to the gentlemen who were here before. It iqaitf 
time to form an accurate opinion of the merits of an o&oi 
Snd the prcfent fituation of the artny ^iU- not allow me* 
pay a particular attention to monfieur Laytaniacy or fiui 
tice as he may wifli to receive, or I to give : nor is tbere 
way of making his ftay here agtceable. 
I have the honor to bC) &c &TJ 



1 HAVE die honor to tranfmit you a copy of s 
Irom general Gates to general Schuyler, i^d of 
paper containing intelligence rcfpeaing the northcfnaii^ 

and the fituation of the enemy in that department. 
this minute came to hand ; and to them I beg leave to iti^ 
you for particulars. 

By every information I can obtain, and the accounts I kJ» 
lad night by two deferters who were very intelligent ^ 
particular, general Howe dill has in view an expedition* 
the Jerfeys, and is preparing for it with the greateft inaolh!- 
I have detached the firil divifion of our troops which 
thought necefTary to be fent, and which I hope will d^ 
the river at Peeklkill to-day. The fecond, I cxpcft, ^ 
all march this evening ; and to-morrow morning I p^ 
to follow myfelf, in. order to put things in the bed inA'^ 
can, and to give him every poffible oppofition.— I 
(.when the two divifions arrive, and are joined to foch 
force as I expeft to colleft) to check his progrcfs and 
vent him from penetrating; any dillance from the rivCTi 
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not to oblige him to return immediately with fome lofs. 
Whatever is in my power to efFe£b, fliall be done. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Peeh/kllly November II, 1 776. 

I HAVE only time to acknowledge the honor of your 
letter of the fifth inftant, and its feveral inclofures, and to 
inform you, that, agreeable to the refolves of Congrefs, I 
fliall ufe every meafure in my power that the moving and 
prefent confufed (late of tlie army will admit of, to appoint 
officers for recruiting. 

You will have been advifed, before this, of the arrival of 
commlfTioners from the Maffachufetts. Others have come 
from Connefticut : but, from the prefent appearance of 
things, we feem but little if any nearer to levying an army. 
1 had anticipated the refolve refpefting the militia, by writ- 
ing to the eaftern ftates and to the Jerfey, by the advice of 
«ny general officers, and from a confcioufnefs of the neccf- 
fity of getting in a number of men if poffible, to keep up the 
appearance of an army. How my applications will fucceed, 
the event muft determine. I have little or no reafon to ex- 
pedl that the militia now here will remain a day longer than 
the time they firft engaged for. I have recommended their 
ftay, ^nd requefted it in general orders. General Lincoln 
and the Maffachufetts commiffioners are uGng their intereft 
with thofe from that flate: but, as far as I can judge, wc 
cannot rely on their ftaying. 

I left White-Plains about eleven o'clock yefterday ;— all 
peace then. The enemy appeared to be preparing for their 
expedition to Jerfey according to every information. What 
their defigns are, or whether their prefent conduft is not a 
feint, I cannot determine. 

The Maryland and Virginia troops under lord Stirling 
have crofled the river, as have part of thofe from the Jerfey ; 
the remainder are now embarking. The troops, judged ne« 

X 3 cefliry 
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cciTify ro fee arc ihc federal pofts through the HtgKki, 
have alfo got UJ3* I am going to examine thepaiTei,^ 

\4kciX (mh wotb as may appear necclFarj ; aitsr wSA 
&nd makirtg the Wft difpojmon f can of things iiidii&(p>af»| 
tcr, I imcnd to proceed to Jcifey, which I exped Eo&ilfcl 
morrow. 

* The ancmblks of Maflachufetts and C€nne£ticutjwM 

I ducc ihcir men more rcpdily to engngc in the fcrvice,!s»i| 
' rotcti an advance piiy of twenty Ihillings per month, kn 

J diiion to that allowed by ihc rnngrcfs to privates. Itm 
perhap?i be the means of iheir levying the quotas csa&ll 
from them fooncr than ihey could otherwise have beenr 

' cd ; but I am of opiuioni a more fatal and miftakcn 
could not have entered their councils, or one more det 

f.iwcntal to the general caufpv The influence of the f»s| 
wil] become continental, and maters ^lly atJeft the ottel 
fbt^ in making up their levies. If tht- y could do it> I m 
certain, when the troop?^ come to a^: together, that jealcm-'J 
impatience and mutiny t would neceCarily artfe. A dH 
pnt pay cannot exift in the ftme irmy. The reafons arco 
vious, and experience has proved their force in the al'c^ 
the caftem and fouthern troops laft fpring. Seiifible of tlao 
and of rhe permcbus confequcnces that would inevitablf f 
fuh from the acivaiic^, 1 have prevented the commlffioo 
from proL<=ediiig or publithiog their terms till they 
pbtain the fcnfe of Congrcfs upon the fubjeft and re 
flrated ag^Uift it in a letter to governoi: Trunibulh I s 
not frngular in opinion : I have the concurrence of all i 
general officers, of its fatal tendency* 

I congratulate you and Congrefs upon the news 
Ticotiderogaj and that general Carleton and his army! 
been obliged to return to Canada without attempting J 
thing. "' '• 

I haye t|ip honor to be^ &Ct g^ ^i 
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Sir, Gtneral Greeners ^artersy Nov. 14, 1776. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you of my arrival here 
ycfterday, and that the whole of the troops belonging to the 
ftates, which lay fouth of HudfonVriver, and which were in 
New- York government, have pafled over to this fide, except 
the regiment, lately colonel Smallwood's, which I expeft is 
no\y on their march. 

That they may be ready to check any incurfions the 
enemy may attempt in this neighborhood, I intend to 
quarter them at Brunfwic, Amboy, Elizabethtown, Newarlp, 
and about this place, unlefs Congrefs Ibould conceive it ne- 
ccflary for any of them to be ftationed at or more contigu- 
ous to Philadelphia. In fuch cafe they will be pleafed to 
fignify their pleafure. There will be yery few of them aft^r 
the departure of thofe who were engaged for the flying 
camp, which Is faft approaching. The difpofition I have 
mentioned feems to me well calculated for the ead propofe<], 
and alfo for their accomipodation. 

The movements and defigns of the enemy are not yet u^- 
derftood. Various are the opinions and reports on this head* 
From every information, the whole have removed from 
Dobbs's ferry towards Kingfbridge ; and it feems to be gene- 
rally believed on all hands, that the inverting of Fort-Wafli- 
ington is one objeft they have in view : but that can em- 
ploy but a fmall part of their force. Whether they intend ;i 
Cbuthern expedition, mud be determined by lime : to m^ 
there appears a probability of it, which feems to be favored 
by the advices we have that many tranfports are wooding 
xtid watering. General Greene's letter would give you the 
[ubftance of the intelligence brought by Mr. Merfercai} 
Trom Staten-Ifland in this inftance, which he received before 
It came to me. 

Inclofed you have copies of two letters from gener^ 
rjowe, and of my anfwer to the firft of them. The letter 
illuded to, and returned in his lail, was one from myfelf tq 

X 4 Mrs, 
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Mm. Wiiftiington, of the twenty-fifth ultimo, fromvto 
I conclude that all the letters which went by the Boftona- 
prefs have come to his pofltfTion. You will alfo pmc« 
that general Howe has requcfted the return of Peter H 
s fcrvant to major Stewart, to which I have confemcd,i5t 
was not in the military line, and the requifition agrccalk! 
the cuftom of war. This fcrvant having been fcnt toPkO^ 
phia with the Waldcckcrs and other prifoncrs, I muftwpi! 
the favor of you to have him conveyed to general Grccnti 
the carlicfl opportunity, ia order tliat he may be rcturnci 
his mailer. 

Before I conclude, I beg leave not only to fuggcftte 
urge the neccfTity of incrcafing our field artillery verycontt 
ably. Experience has convinced me, as it has evcryp 
tleman of difcernmcnt in this army, that, while we nei 
fo much inferior to the enemy in this inftance we n^ 
carry on the war under infinite difad vantages, andwit^ 
the fmallefl probability of fuccefs. It has been pccofo 
owing to the fituation of the country where their openi 
have been conduced, and to the rough and ftron'r grouJf 
we poflcflcd ourfelves of, and over which they hadtop^-l 
that they have not carried their arms, by means of their -i 
tillcry, to a much greater extent. When thefe difEa''| 
ceafc by changing the fcene of aaion to a level champij 
country, the word of confequcnces are to be apprehen^ 
I would therefore, with the concurrence of all the o&c-' 
whom I have fpoken to upon the fubjea:, fubmit to the co>^ 
deration of Congrefs whether immediate meafures ought ^l 
to be taken for procuring a refpedlable train. 

It is agreed on all hands that each batallion fhouldbcfc'i 
nifhed at leaft with two pieces, and that a fmaller nm^ 
than a hundred of three pounds, fifty of fix pounds,-* 
fifty of twelve pounds, (hould not be provided in addS- 
to thofe we now have. Befides thefc, if fome ei<^ht£- 
and twenty-four-pounders are ordered, the train will ben-.o4 
ferviceable and complete. Th<? whole fhouid be of b^*^^* 
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Jor the fnofl: obvious reafons : they will be much more port- 
able, not half fo liable to burft ; and, when they do, no da- 
mage is occafioned by it, and they may be call over again, 
•'^he (izes before defcribed fliould be particularly attended 
^to : if they are not, there will be great reafon to expeft mif- 
^^kes and confufion in the charges in time of a£lion, as it 
*has frequently happened in the beft-regulated armies. The 
*^iifparity between thofe I Jiave mentioned and fuch as are of 
^m intermediate fize is difficult to difcern. 
?^ It is alfo agreed that a regiment of artillerifts, with ap- 
=?proved and experienced officers, fliould be obtained if poffi- 
ble, and fome engineers of known reputation and abilities. I 
=?am forry to fay, too ready an indulgence has been had to fe- 
7ireral appointments in the latter inftance, and that men have 
^been promoted, who feem to me to know but little if any 
Hhing of the bufinefs. 

r Perhaps this train, &c, may be looked upon by fome as large 
i-and cxpenfive. True, it will be fo : but when it is confider- 
t^d that the enemy, having efFeAed but little in the courfe of 
^he prefent campaign, will ufe their utmoft efibrts to fubju- 
'^ate us in the next, every confidcration of that fort fliould be 
idifregarded, and every poffible preparation made to fruftratc 
^eir * * * attempts. How they are to be procured, is to 
\}e inquired into. — That we cannot provide them among 
ourfelves, or more than a very fmall proportion, fo trifling as 
not to defervc our notice, is evident. Therefore I would ad- 
vife, with all imaginable deference, that, without any abate- 
ment of our own internal exertions, application fliould be im- 
mediately made to fuch powers as can and may be willing to 
fupply them. They cannot be obtained too early, if foon 
J enough : and I am told they may be eafily had from France 
^and Holland* 

, Mr. Trumbull the commiflary-general has frequently men- 
tioned to me of late the inadequacy of his pay to his trouble 
i und the great ri(k he is fubjeft to on account of the large 
rfums of money which pafs through his hands. He has 

ftated 
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Auml hit pJc witb n fkw of bytng it before Dra^i 
©btaiJiing 3 more adequate compcnGuion* My fentii 
upon the fubjcft arc aJrcady known : hut yet I Ml dti 
liberty to add that I think hh complaint to be wdJ U 
and hW pay, coofidcnng the important duties and rifi 
efCce^ by no means fufiicicnt, and that the footing k I 
M ihink it &ould be ypon, himtlf, appears juft aadi 
ahJc* 

A propofitioTi having been m^dc long Cjjcc to 
Howe and agreed ta by him. for an exchange of prifoB 
10 coiifcqucucc of the rcfc ^3 of Congrefs to thatc 

I flv;iUbe extremely happy ii 
committees and the 
ftveral ft;itcs foudi ^. , 
t!ic names of all the comii* 

ranks and the corps they belong to 1 alfo tlie number i 
commiffioncd and piii , . their refpeaive legii 
You will perceive by hi»^ j|>e fuppofes me to hmi 

fcflcd fome delay, or to ] n unmindful of the pi< 

tion I had made, 

I propofe to aay in this neighborliood a few ^ijk\ 
which time I cxpcil the defigns of the enemy will be i 
difcbfed, and their incurCoiis be made in this ciuartffi' 
their invcftiture of Fort AVafliington^ if they are imeodci I 

I have the honor to be, &g. Q,y 



u will give direftbrnEoi 
ic charge of prifoncrsiuB 
Hranfmit me proper life J 
oned officers, and of 1 



71 the Beard of //W, 

General Gram'i ^arters^ I^oz-cmScr i J, 1776, 
Gentlemen, 

ON wedncfday evening I received the favor of ] 

letter of the eighth inflant, in confcquencc of which Ift«J 
the flag that was going in with the lilies ycu mtn^M 
pointing out to them the neceffity of the meafure aJidl 
conmieiiduig them to write to tlieir hufbands and 
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cxions to obtain general Howe's aflurances for the releafc 
[ £ Mrs. Lewis, and Mrs. Robinfon and her children, with 

leir baggage, as the condition on which they will be per- 
* litted to go in themfelves. Thefe terms I can only extend 
'y Mrs. Barrow and Mrs. Kemp who had never obtained mj 

save : Mrs. Watts had, and my promife that Ihe fhould go 
*!• The whole however were prepared to go, when the 
■^•tter reached Newark. — The mode I have adopted feemg 

10ft likely, and the only proper one, to procure the enlarge- 

lent of pur ladies, which I wifh for much. 
^ J am, gentlemen^ wifh great refpeft, 2fc» G. W, 



i 

J To th^ Board of War. 

K 

^ GENTLEMEN, Hacklnfacy November 15, 1776. 

' HAVING given my promife to general Howe, 01^ 

^'vs application, that Peter Jack, a fervant of major Stewart, 
Vho was fent to Philadelphia with the Waldeckers and other 
%rifoners and who has nothing to do in the military line, 
hould be returned to his mafter agreeable to the ufage of 
'xrar in fuch cafes, — I muft take the liberty to requeft the 
^avor of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by the 
i^arlieft opportunity, that he may be forwarded to his mafter 
hi compliance with my promife. 

I alfo wifli that you would have all the Britifli prifoner« 
:ollefted that you conveniently can, and fent to me as foon 
IS poflible with the Heflian prifonerg, that I may exchange 
hem. The return of the latter I think will be attended 
vith many falutary confequences : but, fhould it be made 
'Without that of a large proportion of other troops, it wil} 
:arry the marks of defign, and occafion precautions to be 
^jaken to prevent the ends we have in view, 
^ I have tjie honor to be, &c, G. W. 
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Sir, 



Ginaal Gretnt\s Bu^rterj^ jXm iM 



SINCE I had the hanor of adcircfling yo 
important event has taken placCj of which I wifh logivt? 
the earlklt mteIHgence. 

Tlic pfcfcnratlon of the pafTagc of the North-river rjj 
objcft of fo much confcqucncc thnt I thooglit no p3^ j 
cxpaifc too great for that purpgfc : and therefor?, i 
fending eft\ill die valuable (lores except fuch as weres 
fary for its defence, T determined, agreeable to the ; 
moft of the general officers, to riJk fomethmg to M^\ 
poft on the eail fide, called Moutit-Wafliington. 

When the army moved up in confequence of 
Howe's landing at Frog- point, colonel Magaw wasl 
that command, widi about twelve hundred meni aadc 
given to defend it to the laft* Afterwards, refleclingn 
the fiiiallnefa of the gainfon, and the difficultTof tlisirl 
ing It if general Howe fhould fall down upon it 
i^-hole force, I wrote to general Greene who had tkc 
mand on the Jcrfcy fhore, direfling him to govcm 3 
by circumflancesj and to retain or evacuate the poft S 
fhould think befl, and revoking the abfolute order to i 
Magaw to defend the poft to the lafl extremity.— Cd 
Greene, ftritck with the importance of the poft and the' 
cotiragement which oar evacuation of pofts muft need 
"have given, reinforced colonel Magaw with detach 
from feveral regiments of the flying camp, but chieSH 
Pennfylvanb, fo as to make up tlie number about twot 
fandl 

In this fituation things were yefterdaj^j when gt^ 
Howe demanded the furrendry of ihe garrifon to whitl^^ 
loncl Magaw returned a fptrited refufah Immd^ 
upon receiving ah account of this tranfaaion. I cannr I 
Hackinfac to this place^ and had partly croOed dxcNoi 
river wheii I met general Putnam and gcjieral Greencji 
were jull returning from thence, and informed me 
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*■ oops were in high fpirits, and would make a good defence : 

id it being late at night, I returned. 
^ Early this morning colonel Magaw polled his troops partly. 
^ the lines thrown up by our army on our firfl coming thi-* 
^;cr from New- York, and partly on a commanding hill lying 

>rth of Mount-Walhington, — the lines being all to the 
. ^uthward. In diis pofition the attack began about ten 
,^lock, which our troops flood, and returned the fire in 

ch a manner as gave me great hopes the enemy was cn- 
j-ely repulfed. But at this time a body of troops crofleA 
. acrlem-river In boats, and landed infide of the fecond lines* 
^r troops being then engaged in the firft. 

Celonel Cadwallader, who commanded in the lines* fent 

F a detachment to oppofe them : but they, being over- 
^ywercd by numbers, gave way j upon which, colonel Cad- 

allader ordered his troops to retreat in order to gain the 

»rt. It was done with much confuGon; and the enemy 
^ "oifing over came in upon them in fuch a manner, that a 
^ttinber of them furrendered. 
^ ' At this time the Heffians advanced on the north fide of 

ic "fort in very large bodies. They were received by the 
^oops pofted there, with proper fpirit, and kept back a cofi^ 
^dcrable time : but at length they were alfo obliged to fub- 
'^Vit to a fuperiority of numbers, and retire under the can- 
***'.on of the fort. 

* The enemy, having advanced thus far, halted ; and imme- 
diately a flag went in, with a repetition of the demand of the 
'^Drtrefs, as I fuppofe. At this time I fent a billet to colonel 
^'lagaw, diredling him to hold out, and I would endeavor 
^^lis evening to bring off the garrifon, if the fortrefs could 
ot be maintained, as I did not expedl it could, the enemy 
Jcing poflcHed of the adjacent ground. But, before this 
^'tached him, he had entered too far into a treaty, to retraft: 
^Fter which, colonel Cadwallader told another meflenger 
^r\iQ went over, that they had been able to obtain no other 
^xn^s than to furrender as prifoners of war. In this fitua--' 

lion 



3i« GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

tion irattcrs now fland. I have (lopped general Be 
general licard's brigades, to preferve the poft and ftorcskn 
which, with the other troop8» I hope we (hall be ai 
eSea, 

I do not yet know the numbers killed or woanUi 
either (Ide : but, from the heavinefs and continuance flfi 
fire in fome places, I imagine there mult have been cooik 
able execution. 

The lofs of fuch a number of officers and men, inai[< 
whom have been trained with more than common atttott 
will, I fear, be fcvcrely felt ; but, when that of the anmi 
accoutrements is added, much more fo ; and muft be a 
ther incentive to procure as confiderable a fupply as 
for the new troops, as foon as ic can be done. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. 



Sir, Hackinfac^ November 19, i; 

I HAVE not been yet able to obtain a particular 
count of the unl.anpy affair of the fixteenth, nor of 
terms on which the garrifon furrendercd. The intelllg^": 
that has come to hand is not fo full and accurate as Icci'i 
wifli. One of the artillery, v/hofe information is moftdire^l 
Sind who cfcapcd on funday night, fays the enemy's lofs'^J 
very confitierable, cfpecially in the attack made above *♦ 
fort by the divifion of HcHians that marched from ^' 
bridge, anil where lieutenant-colonel Rawlins of the i^' 
colonel Stephenfon's regiment, was pofted. \ 

They burned yellerday one or two houfes on the hclgl^"? 
and contiguous to the fort, and appeared, by advices t*"^ 
general Greene, to be moving in the evening their ^^' 
body down towards the city. Whether they will clofe i- 
campaign without attemptiiig fomething more, or makeani:- 
curfion into Jerfey, muit be determined by the events ihf^'i 
fclves. 1 

As Fort-Lce was always confidered as only necclTarvi-l 
7 conjund^l 
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.onjunftion with that on the eaft fide of the river, to pre- 

"srvc the communication acrofs, and to prevent the ene- 

ly from a free navigation, it has become of no importance 

J the lofs of the other, or not fo material as to employ a 

/>rce for its defence. Being viewed in this light, and ap- 

"^rehcnding that the (lores there would be precarioufly fitu- 

'''tcd, their removal has been determined on to Boundbrook 

'bove Brunfwic, Princeton, Springfield, and Acquackenunk 

ridge, as places that will not be fubje£t to fudden danger in 

afe the enemy fhould pafs the river, and which have been 

bought proper as repofitories for fomc of our ftorcs of pro- 

"ifion and forage. 

^ The troops belonging to the flying camp under generals 
^eard and Beall, with what remains of general £ wing's 
^rigade, are now at Fort-Lee, where they will continue till 
he ftores are got away. By the time that is effefted, their 
erm of enliftment will be near expiring 5 and, if the enemy 
liould make a pufh in this quarter, the only troops that 
^crc will be to oppofc them, will be Hand's, Hazlett's, 
ttie regiments from Virginia, and that, lately Small wood's^ 
laL^the latter greatly reduced by the lofles it fuflained on 
Ejong-Ifland, &c, and ficknefs : nor are the reft by any 
ineans complete. In addition to thefe, I am told there are a 
!%w of the militia of this ftate, who have been called in 
e»y governor Livingfton. I (hall make fuch a difpofition of 
4ie whole at Brunfwic and at the intermediate pofts, as (hall 
Iscm moft likely to guard againft the deCgns of the enemy, 
md to prevent them making an irruption or foraging with 
.etached parties. 

I The inclofed letter from colonels Miles and Atlee will 
hew Congrefs the diftrcired(ituation of our prifoners in New- 
jTork ; and their diftrefs will become greater every day by 
(lie cold inclement feafon that is approaching. It will be 
tappy if fome expedient can be adopted, by which they 
aay be furnilhed with nccc(rary blankets and clothing. 

Humanity 
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Humanity and the good of the fcrvicc require it.— I Aoi 
the mode fuggcfted by thefc gentlemen, for eftablilhiiif 
credit, appears as likely to fucceed, and as eligible, assj 
that occurs to nic. It is probable many articles that c? 
he \vanted can be obtained tlierc, and upon better tdfi 
than elfewhcrc. In rcfpcft to provifion, their allotnac 
perhaps is as good as the fltuation of general Howe's ilsitfl 
will admit of: it has been faid of late by defertcrs 
others that they were rather fcant. 

By a letter from the paymafter-general, of the feventceii 
he fays dicre will be a neceflity that large and early rafi 
tances fliould be made him. The demands, when thctroof 
now in fervice arc difmifled, will be extremely great. 
fides, the bounty to recruits will require a large fupplyj 
he adds that the commiflary-generar has informed him, tl< 
between this and the lafl of December, he (hall havccc 
cadon for a million of dollars. 

November 21. The unhappy afFair of the fixtcos! 

has been fucceeded by further misfortunes. Ycftcnb! 
morning a large body of the enemy landed between Dofei 
ferry and Fort-Lee. Their objeft was, evidently, to incl. 
the whole of our troops and llores that lay between i^ 
North and Hackinfac rivers, which form a very narrow neH 
of land. For this purpofe, they formed and marcheu-t 
foon as they had afcended the high grouiuls towards the ^-i^j. 
Upon the firll: Information of their haviiifr landed anil^'^j 
their movements, our men were ordered to meet them:^'-'- 
finding their numbers greatly fuperior, and that thcv^^"^f 
extending themlclves to feize on the palTes over the river.'! 
was thought prudent to withdraw our men • which ^'« 
effedled, and their retreat fecured. We loft the wholc^^*! 
the cannon that was at the fort (except two twelve-pounilc'-;! 
and a great deal of baggage, between two and three h'^": 
dred tents, about a thoufand barrels of flour and ether fto^^ 
in the quartermafter's department. This lo'^s was inevitilj^' 

2 rf 
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.^s many of the ftores had been removed as circumftance* 
^♦ndtime would admit of. The ammunition had been hap- 
»ily got away* 

, Our prcfent fituation between Hackinfac and Paflaic rivers 
•eing exaftly fimilar to our late one, and our force here by 
.0 means adequate to dn oppofition that Will promife the 
•nalleft probability of fuccefs, we ate taking meafures to 
•tire over the waters of the latter, when the beft difpofition 
' dll be formed that circumftances will admit of» 
. By colonel Cadwallader, who has been permitted by ge- 
neral Howe to return to his friends, I am informed the fur- 
':iider of the garrifon on the fixteenth was on the common 
' :rms as prifoners of war ; the lofs of the Heffians, about 
iree hundred privates and twenty-fcven officers killed and 
■^ounded; about forty of the Britifli troops, and two or 
ircc officers ; the lofs on our fide but inconfiderable^ I beg 
'^ave to refer you to him for a more particular account, and 
fo for his relation of the diftrefles of our prifoners.*— 
'^olonels Miles and Atlee's letter, mentioned above, upon 
^.is fubjefl:, was through miftake fent from hence yefterday 
'^orningk The mode of relief propofed by them was a 
^cdit or fupply of cafli through the means of Mr. Franks. 
'^bis feems to be doubtful, as he is faid to be in Confine- 
ment by colonel Cadwallader, — provided it would have been 
'^hcrwife prafticablc. 

^I have the honor to be, &c* G. W* 

» ^P. S. Your favor of the fixteenth was duly received.— My 
^rter to the board of war, on the fubjeft of the return o£ 
*^c Waldeckers, I prefume you will have feen. 

^SlR, Newarky November 23, 1 776. 

•* I HAVE not yet heard that any provifion is making 

^ fupply the place of the troops compofing the flying camp, 
^>.ofe departure is now at hand. The fituation of our 
^^irs is truly critical, and fuch as requires uncommon cxer- 
"Vol. L Y tions 



tioni on OUT part* From (he movetnents of the com^n* 
the tnferaiation wc have rccciveflj Uicy certainly will 
ft pu(h to poflcfs thcmfelves of this part of the Jedqr^ 
order thai yoia may be fully apprlfed of out wcabcfi,al 
of the EiccefEty there is of our obtaining early fuccW 
have, by the advice of the general officers here, direft 
fcncral Mifflin to wait on you. He is intimately acquaii 
wirh our circumftances, and Drill rcprcfent them better 
my hurried ft ate will allow* 

I hafc wrote to general Lee to come over with the* 
nental Pegimenta immediately under his command; 
with general Heath I have ordered to fecure tk ] 
through the Highlands. I have alfo wrote to go¥a« 
•Xivingfton requefting of him fuch mid as may be in 
power J and would fubmii it to the confidcration of 
grefs whether application Oiould not be made for part of i 
Pennfylvania militia to ftcp forth at this preffing time. 

Before I conclude, I would mention, if an early audi 
mediate fupply of money could be fcnt to Mr- Daibn» 
pay the f!ying-c.imp troops, it might have a happy 
They would fubfill themfelvcs comfortably on their mt 
provide many neceffarics of w^iich they are in crcat 
and moreover it might be the means of inducing manv, i"^ 
feeing their friends, to engage again 

I cxpeded, on coming here, to have met with inipf 
the militia, but find from inquiry that there are cot 
than from four to five hundred at the difFerent pofts. 

I ha?e tlie honor to be. See* q, 



Sir, Newark j Novrmhr aj, ijr, 

J DO myfelf the honor to acknowledge the ftwA 

your favors of the twenty- hrft and twenty-fourth, with:^ i 

feveral inclofures. The execution of the refolvcs has i4 t 

and will be attended to as far as in my power. I 4 

I have wrote to general Schuyler to fend down as ^ j? 



r OF^lCiAL LfeTtEkS. 3^3 

3 )poIfibie th« trqops in the northern department from this 
^d the ftate of Pennfylvanla. The piropofitiort for cxchang- 
,ig Mr. Franklin for general Thompfon I fhall fubmit to 
eneral Howe^ as foon as circumftances will allow nie^ 

I have nothing in particular to advife ybU of, refpeftlng 
le enemy) more than that they are advancing this way. Part 
£ them have pafled the Pafiaic; and I fuppofe the main body 
lat they have on this fide the North^river would have done 
le fame before now (as they are coming on), had their pro« 
refs not been retarded by the weather which has been 
liny for feveral days pad. I have fcouts and detachments 
'>nftantly out to harrafs them and watch their motions^ and 
\ gain, if pollible, intelligence of their defigns. 
^ Colonel Miles, who has been permitted to go to Philadet> 
'iia for a few days by general Howe, will deliver you this, 
^id inform ydu of the diftreffes of our prifoners, and the ne- 
hOitY of efFeding their exchange as far as we have prifoners 
^> give in return. 

' By a letter from the board of war on the fubje£l of an 
ttchange^ they mention that feveral of the prifoners in our 
<tnds have enlifted. It is a meafure, I think, that cannot 
fh juftified, though the precedent is furniflied on the fide of 
'[c enemy : nor do I conceive it good in point of policy. 
»ut, as it has been done, I (hall leave it with Congrefs to 
•der them to be returned or not, as they fhall judge fit* 
r I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Brun/wlc^ November 30, 1776* 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the twen- 
^fixth, and with its inclofures, by which I perceive the 
^afures that have been adopted for forwarding a rein-^ 
:^cement of militia. Their arrival is much to be wi(bcd, 
^ fituation of our affairs being truly alarming, and fuch as 
^Jnands the earlieft aids. As general MiiBin's prefjmse 
^y have a happy influence on the difpofition and im^jfi; ^ 
Y 2 , 
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inuny of the tSbchtors^ 1 Hialt not dirc^ hh mm hi 
%$ he can be done without, aitd lilj it Ijccoincs InM^nii 
Or* thuTfday morning I left Mcwarfc, and arrbd te?: 
tcrdfty vvhh the troops diat werv there* It was thci 
of all the gencTah vrlio were irith me, that a retrcni^^ 
phcc was rcqwlfirc, and founded In necciTitT, as om ^ 
was by no means lufficicut to make a ftand, with thei: 
probability of fucecfs, again a an enemy moch fypm.^| 
immbcr, ;ifitl whafe advunred gut rd$ were entering iks 
fey the time our rear got out* It was the wtfh of alii 

^1isi/e remained there longer, an to have halted bcfottj 

" t:\mc thus far : but, upon due ct ifideration of our Ilrei|l| 
the ciTniiTiftances attcndmg the tiliftmefit of a great | 
cut Httic force, and the freciuent advices that the 

K Irt'crc embarking or about to ■ rlc another detadusjfl*! 

■ Staten-Ifiand with a view of lai ding at Ambov toco 
rate with this, which fccmed to >e confirmed by the '■d\ 

■^nation of fome perfons who carr i from the iflaiada toi 
were colledlmg and impreiTmg all the waggons there 
find, — It was judged neccJlary to proceed till we camci 
Hot only to prevent their bringing a force to acl upcH<[ 
front and rear, but alfo that we might be more coriTcr.^ 
to oppofe any troops they might land at Soudi-. 
which many conje£lured lo be an obje£t they had in^ 
This conje£lurc too had probability and fome adficel 
fupport it. 

1 hoped we fliould have met with large and early ftf 
ty this time : but as yet no great number of the tmSi 
this Rate has come in ; nor have I n:iuch reafon to< 
that any confiderable aid will be derived from thc< 
which lie beyond this river, and in which the cncmf * 
Their fituatton will prevent it in a great nieafurc from^ 
pans where they are, provided the inclinations of the i 
were good. Added to this, I have no afrurancea di^ti 
than a very few of the troops .compofing the flying camf^ 
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'cmaln after the time of their engagement is out: fo far 
''^rom it, I am told that fome of general E wing's brigade, 
Trho ftand engaged to the firft of January, are now going 

.way* If thofe go whofe fervice expires thie day, our force 
ir^ill be reduced to a mere handfuL 

&' From intelligence received this morning, one divifion of 
i^hc enemy was advanced laft night as far as Elizabethtown 
ifl^nd fome of their quarter-mafters had proceeded about four 
j^r five miles on this fide, to provide bams, &c, for their ae- 
jf'ommodation. Other acct^unts fay another divifion, com- 
-t'ofed of Heflians, arc on the road through Springfield, and 
s^rc reported to have reached that place laft night. I do not 
is^now how far their views extend ; but I doubt not, they 
ij^'iicaa to pufli every advantage refulting from the fmall num- 
^ier and ftate of our troops. 

^' I early began to forward part of the ftores from this place 
;^Dvrards Philadelphia. Many are gone : the reft we are re- 
moving, and hope to fecure. 

^ I am, fir, very rcfpedlfully^ &c- G. W. 

l; p. S. I hav^e wrote to goviemor Livingfton, who is exert* 
Jig himfelf to throw in every aififtance, and to have guards 
placed at the ferries to prevent the return of the foldiers who 
,fC not difcharged* 



^ To tie Board of War. 

^ Read-Barters^ BrunfwiCi November 30, 1776. 

Gentlemen^ 

I AM to acknowledge tbe receipt of your favors o£ 
^ic eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-third inftant, which, 
.rem the unfettled fituation of our afiairs, I have not been 
jble to anfwer before. That of the eighteenth inclofcs a lift 
if ftores Imported] in the Hancock-and-Adams continental 
-jip, and carried into Dartmouth in New-England, — ^with a 
zfohfc of Congrefs to deliver the muikets, powder, lead, and 
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ftint*! to my order. At the ochcr mrticlcfi of tfccdip' 
he full as ufcfui to the army as ihofr incladcd in tki 
I woM ndvife that dircdkions be giTcn to havetk^ 
car^o rtinoved from Diirtinouth to fame rcciircplacsfi* 
neighborhood of FhlbdcJphia, aud there dcpofitcd i^ 
ed for. It U by no means proper that fo great s quiiti^'| 
liiiltiury ftorca rtiouJd lie IcK^ged witli the arniy, efpcO'i 
prefcfit, as we know not to-day where we £haJl be obli^ii 
rcmofve to-morrow: ?nd that will in all probability be | 
cafe while the enemy continue ith 9 light army on ttosj 
the North-river* 

In anTwer to that part of ya 
you aflc nxy advice as lo t 
of war, I would i^il pbferve, 
ther conrUkflt with the n 
I think, tliat, bccaufc our eiiert 
ilHable adion, by enticingi a 
dating our men into their fer 
f lamplc. Before I had the ho lor of yours on this ftlf 
I had dctermintid to remoniliate to general Howe on ^ 
head. As to thofe few who have already enlifted,!^ 
not have them again withdrawn and fent in, becaiifr- 
might be fubjecled to puniflimenti but I would hart^ 
pni£lice difcontinucd in future* If you will rc?eTt wi| 
c:»pitulatLon of St, John's and Chamblee, you will k 
^itprcfs ftipulation agaiiift the cnlifting the prifoncrs ! 
there, 

I remarked that the enliflment of prifoiiers was no*" 
lidc ftep ;— my reafon is thisj that in time of danger H 
always obferved fuch perfons moll backward, for fear (l^ 
pofe) of f ailing into the hands of their former maftct^ji 
Vhom they cxpe«a no mercy : and this fear they ait 3 
communicate to their fellow-foldiers. They are alfo ' 
ready to dcfert when any a^ion is cxpeftcd^ hopfflf 
(parrying iatelligcocc, to fecure their peace. 
I ipct <ja|j)tain Hc&et^ on die road j ^nd, ^ Ae fit^i 



of the nineteenth in 1 
pricty of enlilling ] 
^h in my opiniotijitB* 

war, nor politic: m^ 
:s have committed «ii 
, in foDie inilancc5|i 
c» we ought to follati 
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of his family did not admit of delay, I permitted him to go 
immediately to New-York, not having the lead doubt but-' 
general Howe will make a return of any officer of equal rank 
'who (hall be required. 

I have the honor to be, &c- G. W. 



Sir, BrunfwiCy December i, 1776. 

I YESTERDAY had the honor of writing you, and 
to advife you of our arrival here. I am now to inform you 
that the enemy are ftill advancing, and that their van-guard 
had proceeded as far a& Bonen, a fmall town about four 
miles this fide of Woodbridge^ according to my laft intel- 
ligence. As to their number, reports are various. Some 
fay they were joined yeftcrday by a confiderable reinforce- 
Went from Staten-Ifland. How far this fa£t may be true, 
I cannot determine : but, from every information, before, 
they were between fix and feven thoufand ftrong. 
^ I have for fome time paft fuppofed Philadelphia to be the 
i'objef^ of their movement, and have every reafon to believe 
imy opinion well founded, — ^the advices of fundry perfons, 
(who have had an opportunity of mixing and converting with 
rthem on the march, agreeing that fuch is the report. I have 
r wrote to governor Livingflon upon the fubjcft, requefting 
I his utmoft exertions to forward on every fuccour in his 
s power. The fame, I truft, will be attended to in Pennfyl- 
I vania. Without a fufficient number of men and arms, their 
progrefs cannot be checked :— at prefent our force in tqully 
inadequate to any atteii^*^ v 

Several officers belonging to the enemy, who were pri^ 
foners, have obtained permiflion to return. I have not yet 
ient in the names of thofe belonging to us, that are to be 
exchanged for them* By a Virginia paper, I perceive that 
captain Morgan and lieutenant Heath, who were taken pri* 
foners at Quebec, and now on parole, are promoted in the 
Jlatc arrangement of officers in that ftate^— the former to a 
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t^gimeiit, the latter to a najoritf. It ^Miild be wAtU 
ifere TeleaCed : but, being VnKiniaiiSy ^md anc kiKnrii(i< 
-any gentlemen who were taken mt the iSune time mtMl 
cumftanced, I have declined chdming tlieir icam wm 
the opinion of Congr^&i left I llMmld incsr the dafil 
partiality, 

I hare fent forward colonel Humptoo to cff llf^ 
boats and crafc at the ferry for tmnfporting our tnofif 
-it will be of infinite importance to have ererf odxr 
befides what he takes for the above purpolc^ fbcuelai 
weft fide of Delaware : otherwile thcfauLj M ia»iB \i 
enemy's hands and facilitate their views* 
• I have the honor to bey-'&c, Q,' 

P, S. Half after §nt §'chek^ P. Af.^:^Tb» enemyneiS h 
edrancing t fome of them are now in ; Gghe, All the i^ ^H b 
the Jerfey flying canip- tinder general HMrd» being 4{fbB|' t< 
tO| have refufed to continue longef in fer^cc* h e 

f 
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Si», December I, 1776, half afier feven, h 

IN a little time after I wrote you this evening,* 
enemy appeared in feveral parties on the heights opp* 
Brunfwic, and were advancing in a large body towards* 
croffing -place. We had a fmart cannonade whilft vtt ^ 
parading our men, but without any or but little lofe on i^ 
fide. It being impoffible to oppofe them with our prcft* 
force with the Icaft profpeft of fucccfs, we (hall retreat* 
the weft fide of Delaware (and have advanced about c^ 
miles) where it is hoped we (hall meet a reinforcement fti' 
cient to check their progrefs, I have feht colonel HmnpttS 
forward to colle<ft the ncceffary boats for our tranfportaita 
and conceive it proper that the militia from Pennfylva"* 
ihbuld be ordered towards Trenton^ that they may be \^. 
to join us, and a<^ as occafion may requjj^, 

I am, fir, your moft obedient fervant, (J.V. 

P, S, I wifli my letters of yefterday may arrive faf«,b«!t 
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Informed that the return exprefs who had them was Idling 
his time^ and {hewing them on the road. 



Sir, Princeton^ December 2j l*]*]6n 

I ARRIVED here this morning with our troops be- 
tween eight and nine o'clock, when I received the honor of 
your letter of the firft with its inclofure. 
^ When the enemy firft landed on this fide the North-river, 
\ apprehended that they meant to make a pufh this way ; and 
knowing that the force which^I had was nbt fufficient to op- 
pofe them, I wrote to general Lee to crofs with the feveral 
:ontinental regiments in his divifion, and hoped he would 
lavc arrived before now.— ^By fomc means or other he has 
>een delayied. — I fuppofe he has pafled the river, as his let- 
:cr of the twenty-fixth ultimo mentioned that he had march* 
^'•d a brigade the day before, and fliould follow the next him- 
^' elf. The remainder of the troops I conceived neceflary to 
ruard the feveral pafles through the Highlands \ nor do I 
hink they can be called from thence. Their number is 
-'cry fmall, being reduced to very few by the departure of the 
iJTOops who ftood engaged till the thirtieth ultimo. 
i I underftand there are now at Briftol feveral prifoncrs^ 
As their exchange at this time cannot be efFe£l:ed with pro- 
iJ^rlety, I think it will be neceflary, under the prefent fituation 
jkf affairs, to have them removed immediately to fome more 
Ulterior place, upon their paroles. If they remain, they may 
Sc of infinite difadvantage. 
c I have the honor to be, &c. G« W. 

[0;2 the outjide of the foregoing letter^ which /j, as ufual^ 
addrcjfed to the prejident of Congrcfs^ appears the follow-' 
\ i^E ^^^h ^0 M^* Peters^ fecretary to the board of war. '\ 

:. Sir, difpatch an exprefs immediately^ to have the prifoncrs 
t Briftol removed, R. H. Harrison. 
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— Sir, Iftdd-^ari^s^ 77 mion^ Die % i 

W" I ARRIVED here mjtlf ycftcrday momlnji 
ibe mnn body ojf the army, Iiaving left lord Stiilinp 
iw» brigade* »t Princeton ami iliat neighborhood, toi 
the moriom of tUc encmf* and give notice of ihdr apjK 
1 am informed ihai ihey lad nm entered Brunl^ic v^ft 
Biorning at nine o'clock* but w<-f« on tlic oppofite 6dco(i| 
RAriton* 

Inimetliately on my arrival hcfCi I ordered the i 
alt the military and other ilorcb and baggage o^ertkl 
» ware; a gre^l quanuty arc already got over § ^nd asiw*^ 
ifee boats come up from Pliiladclplu;!, we Ihall load « 
which me;in& I hope to have every thing feeiired tiiis i 
and to-morrow, if wt arc not^ difturbcd. After bcuij* 
cnctimb«;red of my biig^itgc and {lores* my future to 
Wj3t <lcpend entirely upon circurnflances. 

1 hii¥C not heard a word from general Lee Cuee the : 
ty*llK:h of laft month \ which fiirprifes me not a Ijitle,^! 
fcavc dlfpatchcd daily cxprcifea to him, defiring to 
when I niight look for him. This makes me fcarUi 
my ktiets have not reached him* I am informed bjn 
tliat general St, Clair has joined him with three or Imn 
ments from the northward. To know the truth of rfiisj^ 
alfo when I may expert him, and witli what numbers, It 
this minttte difpatched colonel Steward (general Ga^l 
aide-de-camp) to meet general Lcc and bring mc as' 
count- 

I look out eameftly for tlic reinforcement from \ 
phia. I am in hopes, that, if we can draw a good )\d\ 
men together, it will give fpirits to the militia of thi^ ^ 
Vho have as yet afforded me little or no afGftancti iwf^ 
I find they are likely to do much- 
General Heard juft informs me that a perfon, on «^ 
veracity he can depend, has reported to him that on i^J* 
hSx he counted a hundred and feventecn fail of dips 1 
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tjut of the Hook.— You may depend upon being advifed in- 
ilantly of any further movement in the enemy's army or 
mine. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Trenton, December 4.^ ^776* 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you yefterday, 
I received a letter from general Lee. On the thirtieth ulti- 
mo he was at Peekfkill, and expefted to pafs^the river with 
JiiS divifion two days after. From this intelligence you will 
ireadily conclude that he will not be able to afford us any 
^id for feveral days. The report of general St. Clair's having 
joined him with tliree or four regiments, 1 believe to be al- 
*togcther prematuie, as he mentions nothing of it. It has 
"^fen, as I am informed, from the return of fome of the 

Jerfey and Pennfylvania troops from Ticortderoga, whofc 
'■ time of fervice is expired. They have reached Piuckemia 

where I have wrote to have them halted and kept together, 
* if they can be prevailed on, till further orders. 
'\ The inclofed is a copy of a letter which came to hand laft 
"night from major Clark, to which I beg leave to refer you 
*^iov the intelligence it contains. —The number of the enemy 

faid to be embarked is fuppofed to be rather exaggerated. 
'^^That there has been an embarkation, is not to be doubted, it 
%eing confirmed through various channels. By colonel Grif- 
*fin, who went from Briinfwic on funday morning with a 
^^aptain Sims, to pafe him by our guards, and who was de* 
*tained by lord Cornwallis till monday evening on account of 

his fituation, thfe amount of general Clinton's force, from 
^what he could colleft from the officers, was about fix thou*, 
•land: as to their deftination, he could not obtain the leaft 
Snformation. By him I alfo learn the enemy were in Brunf- 
Svic, and that fome of their advanced parties had proceeded 
Xwo miles on this fide. The heavy rain that has fallen has 
probably checked their progrefs, s^nd may prevent their fur- 
ther movement for fome time. 

I hav^ the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



332 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

Ti RicbarJ PiUrs^ Efquln^ Secretary /# /A^ Board of ffS' 

Sl», Head-Quarters^ Trenton^ Dec. ^i^lf^ 

YOURS of the twentieth of laft month was ddiic- 
cd to me by the brigadier La Roche de Fermoy, who isai'' 
here, but unable to render me that fervice, which, I (te 
fey, from his chara^er, he would^ were he better acquaints 
with our language. 

I ycfterday received a letter from you without a te 
mentioning that the prifonert from York-town were &f^ 
cd to halt at Newtown for my orders. On hearing they vcR 
there, I fent colonel Moylan to condu£^ them, and the p 
loners from Reading who arrived neatly at the fame tia« 
over towards Brunfwic, and deliver them in* 

I hope you have not fent captain Price, lieutenant Pc* 
cock, and major Campbell, on to this place, as it is hi^ 
improper they (hould fee and know the fituation of oar aiov 
here and at Princeton. They had better be fent up, w* 
the care of fomc pcrfon, to Newtown or that neighborhood 
and there wait the arrival of feme larger party who Iin">f^ 
gine, will be foon forwarded from Lancafler, and goiiivi:i: 
them. 

Lieutenant Symcs came over to me at Brunfwic frc' 
Bethlehem without the leaft guard or efcort • and a lieute- 
nant of the feventh regiment went through our whole armj': j 
and was at laft difcovered by a mere accident. He hatli} j, 
pafs from the council of fafety, and that was all. Such *^ f ^ 
irregular mode of fuffering prifoners to go in alone rouilb^} ^^ 
put a ftop to, or the enemy will be as well acquainted vii: ^ 
our fituation as we are ourfelves. If they are left at iibcr^i o 
to chufe their own route, they will always take that throuj- ^, 
our army, for reafons too obvious to mention. fa 
I am, fir, your moft obedient fervant, G. ^' 
I have been obliged to fend down a number of our fick^ 
Philadelphia, to make room for the troops, and to remo^ 
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them out of the way. Be pleafed to have fome care taken 
^ to have them properly accommodated. I (hould think part 
• ©f the Houfe-of-employment might be procured for that 
^ purpofe. I have ordered down an officer from each regiment, 
^ and a furgeon's mate, if they can be fpared : but I hope they 
ai^will not want the affiftance of the vifiting phyficians of the 
:'^hofpital. 

Sir, Trent fly December 5, ! 776 

f AS nothing but neceffity obliged me to retire before 

■i^the enemy and leave fo much of the Jerfeys unprotcfted, I 
3s!^ conceive it my duty, and it correfponds with my inclination, 
ri^to make head againft them fo foon as there fhali be the lead: 
^^'probability of doing it with propriety. That the country might 
lI^ in fome meafure be covered, I left two brigades confiding of 
•iii'thc five Virginia regiments and that of Delaware, containing 
3rtin the whole about twelve hundred men fit for duty, under 
tjj^thc command of lord Stirling and general Stephen, at Princc- 
Ititon, till the baggage and ftores could crofs the Delavrare, or 
il^'the troops under their refpe£live commands fhould be forced 
yfrom thence. I fliall now, having removed the greateft part 
iftiof the above articles, face about with fuch ;troops as are here 
fit for fervice, and march back to Princeton, and there go- 
^Ivcm myfelf by circumftanccs and the movements of general 
Q^Lee. At any event, the enemy's progrefs may be retarded 
^ ^by this means if they intend to come on, and the people's 
j^fears in fome meafure quieted, if they do not. Sorry I am 
i^to obferve, however, that the frequent ciiUs upon the militia 
^of this ftate, the want of exertion in the principal gentlemen 
Ij^of the country, or a fatal fupinenefs and infenfibility of dan« 
g, ger till it is too late to prevent an evil that was not only 
^forefeen but foretold, have been the caufes of our late dif- 
^graces. 

If the militia of this ftate had ftepped forth in feafon (and 

^iliiiaely notice they had), we might have prevented the enem/s 

croffing 
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I crofliiig tlic Hackiiifac> ahbough without fome piCTiouifflsliij 
of die lime Ami fhct it wa» impofUbJc to have doue i^i\ 
the North-river, Wc nn^Iit with equal pr obsbiiitj of Ji 
cd» hifc made a fimd at Brunrwic on die Rariton* ^ 
laboth thefe rivers were fotaabk: in a variety of pbcesi 

I deep oniy), it Teqinrcd many men to defend the palTei 

I thefc we had not- At Hackinr^c our force was mfuffii 
becaule t part was at Etr^eahcihrown^ Amboy, and Bn*? 

I WiC, guardiiJi* a court which I thought moft cxpofed to 
ger i a^a at liiunfwic, becaufc I was difappointed m 
pctialioii of militbi and becai fc on the day of the 
appTfvach f and probably the occaCon of it) the term of 
Jerfcy and Maryland brigades' fervice expired s nciikt 
which would confent to flay an hoar longer. 

Thcfe, among ten thoufand other inftances, migbt k 
duccd to fiicw the difadvantagea of ihort enliilmems, mi 
little dependence upon militia in rimes of real danger. But, 

^ f tfterday cannot be recalled, I ^iH not dwcli upon a fubji 
which, no doubt, has given mu h uneafrnefs to Congrtfe 
well asexcreme pain and anxiety to myfelf. My firft 
is that Con^cfs may be convinced of the impropriety of ^1 
lying upon the militia, and of the neceflity of raiding a las 
ilanding army than what they have voted. The favingin 
article of ftores, provifions, and in a thoufand other 
by having nothing to do with militia unlefs in cafes of en 
ordinary exigency, and fuch as could not he expeaedin 
tommoncourfcof events, would amply fupporta large arfflj- 
which, well oiHccrcd, would be daily improvingj inftead^ 
continuing a deilruftivc* expenfive, aiid diforderly nioK 

I am clear in opinion, that, if forty thoufand men had bes? 
kept in conftant pay fmcc die firft commencement of 
litics, and tlie militia had been excufed doing duty dufi< 
that period, the continent would have faved money, 
I reflect on the lofies we have fuftained for want of 

troops, the certainty of this is placed beyond a doubt iai^! 

mind. 111 fuch cafe, the militia, who hare been h^^A 
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nd tired by repeated calk upon them (and farming and ma- 
nufactures in a manner fufpended), would, upon any preff-* 
i>ig emergency, hare run with alacrity to arms ; whereas tlic 
Vy now is, ** they may be as well ruined in one way as an- 
Jthers" and with diiEculty they are obtained* 
5 I mention thefe diings, to (hew, that, in my opinion, if 
t&y dependence is placed in the militia another year. Con* 
jTcfs will be deceived. When danger is a little removed 
rom them, they will not turn out at all. When it comci 
iome to them, the well-affeSed, inftcad of flying to arms to 
^efend themfelves, are bufily employed in removing their 
jfjtmilies and cffefts, — whilft the difafFefted are concerting 
..jieafures to make their fubmiifion, and fpread terror and 
>ifmay all around^ to induce others to follow the example. 
.-Daily experience and abundant proofs warrant this infoc-r 

.lation. 

IP I 

^ I (hall this day reinforce lord Stirling with about twd\« 

..undred men, which will make his number about two tbou^ 

uid four hundred. To-morrow I mean to repair to Prince- 

.311 myfelf, and (hall order tlie Pennfylvania troops (who arc 

,ot yet arrived, except part of the German batalUpn and a 

^mpany of light infantry) to the fame place. 

■ By my laft advices, the enemy are ftill at Brunfwic ; and 

'^ie account adds that general Howe ^as expeded at Eliza- 

' cthtown with a reinforcement, to eredl the king's Handed, 

'^nd demand a fubmiiCon of this (late. I can only give this as 

'^' report brought from the enemy's camp by fome of the 

'ountry people.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

t 

^ 

^ SiRf Tr^rUon, December 6, 1 7764 

^ I HAVE not received any intelligence of the enemy*s 

^:itovements fince my letter of ycfterday. From every infoi^ 
'lation, they ftill remain at Brunfwic, except fome of their 
artles who are advanced a fmall diftance on this fuie« To-. 
^' day 



\ 
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day I fliall Tct out for Princeton myfeify unlefs fcae^ 
fhould occur to prevent nic, which I do not expect. 

By a letter of the fourteenth ultimo from a Mr. Calilw^' 
clergyman, and a iliiunch friend to the caufe, whobsSi 
from Klizabethtowui and taken refuge In the moast^ 
about ten miles from hence, I am informed that gcncnl: 
lord Howe was expcfted in that town to publilh pare:: 
and peace. His words arc, ** I have not feen his prodaff 
tion, but can only fay he gives (ixty days of grace, andj^ 
dons from the Congrcfs down to the committee. 5 
one man in the continent is to be denied his merq."-^ 
the language of this good man, tlie lord deliver us fromS 
mercy ! 

Your letter of the third, by major Livingfton, wasJ«? 
received. Before it came to hand, I had wrote to genc^ 
Howe about governor Franklin's exchange, but am notcff 
tain whether the letter could not be recovered. I difpati 
cd a mcllcnger inftantly for that purpofe* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G.^ 



Sir, Afr. Berkley's Summer Seat, Dec. 8. V'' 

COLONEL Rccd would inform you of rhe inx-*^ 
irence which 1 i\vi\ met with on the road from Trerircn:; 
Princeton yeilenlay. Before I got to the latter, I reccA-- 
a fccond exprefs informing mc, that, as the enemv wcrc^' 
vancing by dilTerent routes, and attempting bv one togt: '! 
the rear of our troops which were there (and whofe n-r.- 
bers were fmall, and the place by no means defenfible), th-' 
had judged it prudent to retreat to Trenton. The re'J-'*^i 
was accordingly made, and fince to this fide of tlie river. 

This information I thought it my duty to communic-*- 
as foon as pollible, as there is not a moment's time rob: 
loft in afTcmbling fuch force as can be collefted ; and -, 
the objc6t of the enemy cannot now be doubted in '^■' 

fmju^l 
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k^kft degree. Indeed I (hall be out in tny conjecture (for 
is only conjeilurc) if the late embarkation at New- York 
not for Delaware river, to co-operate with the army undelr 
* immediate command of general Howe, who, I am in- 
'med from good authority, is with the Britiih troops and 
; whole force upon this route. 

Z have no certain intelligence of general Lee, although I 
re fent frequent expreiles to him, and lately a colonel 
.mpton to bring me fome accurate accounts of his ficuation. - 
&ft night difpatched another gentleman to him (major 
ops) de firing he would haften his march to the Delaware^ 
^bich I would provide boats near a place called Alexaill 
^, for the tranfportation of his troops.-^I cannot account 

the flownefs of his march, 
in the difordered and moving ftatc of the army, I cannot 
; returns : but, from the bed accounts, we had between 
j^e thoufand and three thoufand five hundred men, before 
;; Philadelphia militia and German batallion anived:—- 
y amount to about two thoufand. 

have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



,;iR, Head-Barters^ Trenton Falls, Dec. 9, 1776. 

I DID myfelf the honor t>f writing to you yefterday, 
^ informing you that I had removed the troops to this fide 
Jhe Qelaware. Soon after, the enemy made their app^r- 

e, and their van entered juft as our rear guard quitted. 
.^: had removed all our ftores> except a few boards— From 

beft information, they are in two bodies, one at and near 
^mton, the other fome miles higher up, and inclining 19- 
"ds Delaware ; but whether with intent to crofs there, or 

iw themfelves between general Lee and me, is yet un* 

ain. 

have this mornuig detached lord Stirling with his bri« 
2:, to take pod at the different landing-places, and prevent 
to from llealing a march upon us itom abovti for I am 
^'oL^I. - Z , * informed^ 
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informed, if they crofs at Coryel*s feny or thereaboiAflf 
are as near to Philadelphia^ as we are here. Fiomfcff 
accounts I am led to think that the enemy are hnDfffD(^ 
with them : if fo» it will be hmpoffible for our fmallbsi 
give them any conGderable oppoGtioii in the paflageoi: 
river, las they may] make a feint at one place, and, b;iB 
den removal, carry their boats higher or lower before «« 
bring our cannon to play upon them. 

Un«k'r thefe circumftaneesy the fecurity of Phibl^ 
fiiould be our next objeft.— •From my own remcmh* 
^ut more from information (for I never vrewed thcgw* 
lOioukl think that a communication of lines andrdi' ^ 
m^t foon be formed from the Delaware to SchuyM | 
the north entrance of the city, the lines to b^ »^ 
Schuylkill fide, about the heights of Springatebury, anlJ 
eallward to Delaware, upon the mod advantageous ^ \ 
commanding grounds. If fomething of this kind is' 
done, the enemy might, in cafe any misfortune flionldk .• 
us, march direftly in, and tokc pofleffion. Wc hsn^ 
found that lines, however flight, are very formidali 
them : they would at lead give a check till people coi^ 
cover of the fright and confternation that naturally att5. 
*he firft appearance of an enemy. 

in the mean time every ftep fliould be taken to ^i 
force, not only from Pennfylvania, but from the mofti^ 
borly Hates. If v^^e can keep the enemy from entering ft^ 
dclphia, and keep the communication by water open for-^ 
pUcs, we may yet make a (land, if the country will cotf^ 
our afliiiiance till our new levies can be colleded. 

If the meafure of fortifying the city fliould be adofrf 
fume fK-ilful perfon (hould immediately view the groo>j 
and begni to trace out the lines and works. I am infoi^ 
there is a French engineer of eminence in Philadelplii** 
this time : if fo, he will be the moft proper. 

I have the honor to be, &c. ft 

•p. S. I Iiave juft recfived the inclofed from general H^ 
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,.»-»GeneraI Mifflin is this moment come up, and tells me that 

mH the military ftoresyet remain inPhiladelphia. This makes 

die immediate fortifying of the city fo neceflary, that I have 

defired general Mifflin to return to take charge of the ftoreSf 

juid haye ordered major-'general Putnam immediately dowa 

IQ fupertntend the works and give the necefiary diredions^ 




SiRt Head'^^arters^ FalU ofiDelatOarey Dit. 10, 177^ 
SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you yefterday^ 
'K>thing of importance has occurred. — In refpe£l to tjbie 
'.nemy's movements, I have obtained no other informatioii 
'tian that they have a number of parties patroling up and 
^!own the river, particularly above. As yet they have Hot 
Attempted t6 pafs} nor do any of their patroles, though 
Tdine are exceedingly fmall, meet with the leaft interruptioix 
^ rom the inhabitants of Jerfey. 

^' By a letter received laft night from gcderal Lee, of the 
'^hth inftant, he was then at Morriftown, where he en« 
ii^ntained thoughts of eftabliihing a poft ** but, on receiving 
^ty difpatchesby major Hoops» I fhould fuppofe he would be 
'bnvinced of the neceffity of his proceeding this way with all 
i^'ie force he can bring* 

I have the honor to be, &c. ' O. W* 

^'' F. S. Hint Jclock^ A. M* — ^I this minute received ifl«» 
[%xnation that the enemy were repairing the bridges three 
1^ four miles below Trenton \ which feems to indicate aa 
Intention of Aeir paffing lower down, and fuggefts to me 
^e neceflity that fome attention (hotild be had tq the fort at 
SUlingfport, left they ihould poflefs themfelves of it; th< 
^^fideration of which I beg leave to fubmit to CoDgrcfs«-« 
4iave wrote to the council of iafety on the fubjcd* 



%% 
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Si Ry Head- Quarter s^ Falls of Delaware^ Du. i J, l^l^* 
AFTIIR I had wrote you jrefterday, I recdfedcfr 
tain information that the enemy, after repairing Croivifi 
bridge, had advanced a party of about five hundred to B* 
dentown. By their taking this route, it confirms mc ini"! 
opinion, that they have an intention to land between^ 
and Philadelphia, as well as above, if they can procure to 
m that purpofc. 

I lait night dircdcd commodore Seymour to ftadonallii 
gallies between Bordentown and Philadelphia, to givci 
earlicft intelligence of any appearance of the enemy on i 
Jerfey fliore. 

I yefterday rode up the river about eleven miles, tt 
Stirling's poft, where I found a prifoner of the forty-faflB: 
regiment who had been juft brought im He informed 
that lord Comwallis was at Pcnnytown with two bataliioi 
of grenadiers, and three of light infantry, all Briiiih, i 1 

Heltan grenadiers, the forty-fccond Highland regiment, J»l l 

two other batallions, the names of which he did not remcrnb^ t 

He knew notliiiig of the reafons of their being affemb--. tj 

Uitrrc, nor what were their future intentions. But U: n 

nii^ht iccelved information from my lord Stirling, whiiiH gi 

been brought in by his fcouts, which in fome meafurc*"^. oj 

counted for their being there. They had made a forced ©ar:^' b^ 

from Trenton on funday night, to Coryel's ferry, in hoff h\ 

of furprifmg a fufficient number of boats to tranfport thcc ^jf^ 

but, finding themfelves diliippointed, had marched baci-| 
Pennytown, where they remained yefterday. From ^ 
feveral attempts to feize boats, it does not look as if J^ J 

had brought any with them, as I was at one time infonn^^ 
I Lia night fcnt a perfon over to Trenton, to learn whtii^' /^tt 
there was any appearance of building any : but he cculd- ina 
perceive any preparations for a w^ork of that kind ; fo i^\ M'i/i 
am in hcpes, if proper care is taken to keep all the crj::-i te^, ; 
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7f tlielr Way, they will find the crofldng Delaware a matter 

>f conGderable difficulty. 

. I received another letter from general Lee Iflft evening . 
^t was dated at Chatham (which I take to be near Morrifr 
^own] the eighth of this month. He had then received 
SViy letter fent by major Hoops, but feemed ftill inclined to 
c^ang upon the encniy's rear, to wliich I fhould have no ob- 
3^e<£Uon, had I a fufficient force to oppofe them in front : bu^ 
r^^s I have not at prefcnt, nor do I fee^much probability of. 

urtber reinforcement, I have wrote to him in the mod preflt 
ri^bg terms, to join me witli all expedition. 
^ Major Sheldon, who commands the volunteer horfe from 
-^onnefticut, waits upon Congrefs to eftablifh fome mode of 

ay. I can only fay that the fervice of himfelf and Tiis troop 
{ij{>as been fuch as merits the warmed thanks of the public^ 
^md deferves a handfome compenfation for their trouble. 
JVhatever is fettled now, will ferve for a precedent in fu« 
j^Urc.— From the experience 1 have had, tliis campaign, of 
. ae utility of horfe, I am convinced there is no carrying on 
jtie war without them; and I would therefore recommend 
jjfic cftablifliment of one or more corps (in proportion to the 
i^umber of foot) in addition to thofe already raifed in Vir-» 
^nia* If major Sheldon would undertake the command 
gjf a regiment of horfe on the continental eftablifliment, J 
^lieve he could very foon raife them ; and I can recommend 
Am as a man of adivity and fpirit, from what I have feen of 
^^jin^^I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

J 

, SlR> ' Trenton Falls, December It, ijyG. 

P I LAST night received the favor of Mr. Thompfon's 

.jtter inclofing the proceedings of Congrefs, of the eleventh 
ipiftant. — As the publication of tlieir refolve, in my opinion, 
p^ill not lead to any good end, but, on the contrary, may be at- 
^nded with fome bad confequences, I (hall take the liberty 
1 Recline infcrting it in this day's orders. I am perfuaded* 

Z3 if 
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if the fubjeft is taken up and reconfidered, dnt 
will concur with me in fentiment. I doubt not battboe^ 
fome who hare propagated the report : but what if i| 
have? Their remaining in or leaving Philadelphia mitli 
governed by circumftanccs and events. If their dcptf* 
Ihould become ncccfTary, it will be right : on the othcrta 
if there (hould not be aneceflity for it, they^l remaiBi* 
their continuance will (hew the report to be the pnxbAi 
of calumny and falfehood. In a word, Gr, I concdni 
matter that may be as well difregarded % and Aat tk- 
moval or (laying of Congrefs, depending entirely ^ 
events, fhould not have been the fubjed^ of a refolre. 

The intelligence we obtain refpefting the movcmcntti 
(ituation of the enemy is far from being fo certain and&^ 
faftory as I could wifli, though every probable means ?» 
power, and that I can devife, are adopted for that fxsfi 
The lat.cft I have received was from lord Stirling laftw^ 
He fays that two grenadiers of the Innifldllcn rcp0 
who were taken and brought in by fome countrymcii,! 
form that generals Howe, CornwalH$, Vaughan, &c,^ 
about fix thonfand of the flying army, were at Pennvtc^ 
wailing for pontoons to come up, with which they me*^ 
pafs the river near the Blue Mounts, or at Corvers fer?! 
they believe, the latter;— that the two batallions of p^ 
were at Bninfwic, and the Heflian grenadiers, chafTeurSj^ 
a regiment or two of Brltifli troops, are at Trenton. 

Captain Miller of colonel Hand^s regiment alfo ini*? 
me, that a body of the enemy were marching to Burliu?! 
yeflcrday morning. He had been fent over withafe^. 
fcouting party, and, at day-break, fell in with their a^l^'-'^^ 
guards confifling of about four hundred Heffian troopii'' 
fired upon him before they were direovercd, but witW '' 
lofs, and obliged him to retreat with his party and tc'-' 
boat. The number of the whole he could not zk'S^ 
but it appeared to be confiderablc. Captain Wilier"^? 
fount is partly confirmed by comnliodoTe Seymow ^^'] 
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torts dist four or fire htndred of the enemy bad entevod the 
6wn. Upon the vhole, there can. be no doubt hut (thlit 
Philadelphia is their obje£k, and that they will pa& the De« 
i^irare as foon as poffible. Happy Apuld I be if I could fee 
be means of preventing them: at prefent, I confefs, I do 
ot. All military writers agree that it is a work of great 
ifficulty, nay impracticable, where there is any extent of 
oaft'to guard. This is the cafe with us; and we have to 
o it with a forcci (mall and inconfiderable, and mu^ h inf«- 
jor to that of the enemy. Perhaps Congrcfs have fdrae 
ope and profpefl: of reinforcements : I have no intelligence 
f the fort, and wifh to be informed on the fubjedi. Our 
ttle handful is daily decreafing by ficknefs and other caufes : 
Ddy without aid, without coniiderable fuccours and exertions 
n the part of the people, what can we reafonably look for 
r exftSt, but an event that will be feverely felt by the com- 
ion caufe, and that will wound the heart of every virtuous 
Lmerican,-^the lofs of Philadelphia i The fubje£t is dif- 
^eeable : but yet it is true* I will leave it, wifhing thiit 
ur fituation may become fuch as to do away the apprehen- 
ons which at this time feem to fill the minds of too many, 
id with too much juftice. 

By a letter from general Heath, dated at Peekfldll, the 
ghth, I am advifed that lieutenant-colonel Vofe was then 
lere with Greaton**s, Sonde's, and Porter's regiments, 
mounting in the whole to between five and fix hundred 
.en, who were coming this way. He adds that generals 
•ate« and Arnold would be at Goihen that night, with 
:ark's. Poor's, and Read's regiments; but for what pur- 
>fe, he does not meniton. 

The indofed eztra£l of a letter which I received laft 
ght conuins intelligence of an agreeable nature. I wifii ^ 
sar its confirmation by the arrival of the feveral prizes : 
lat with clothing and arms wiU be an ioflraluahle acquifi- 

DO* 

i iball be glad to be tdiriied of <the mode I am to obfenre 

Z4 in 



■ GENERAL WASHIXGTOK' 

•fi (tiymff the officcn i whether ihcy ^tc to be siJ^ 
dtaw the pajf btrly tlUbliil^cH, and from what timc,( 
Imig they arc m he paid under the old cllabitflsniciii Ai 
toll which wai pT<:fenEcd ycfterday, being madeupfer^ 
mW| halt jjiven nfc to thefc propofitiona. Upon Rite 
ing to it, I w:i« told that CongicfA or tlie board d 
aft^blifli^d the ptccedcTii, by paying the fixth rcpmA 
Virginia troops commanded hy colonel Buckncrt ^tt^ 
to the latter, ai thty came ihroagh Philadelphia 
I have the honor to bet Scc^ 5,1 



Sir, liead'^iariirs^ Trgnim Fmih^ J3h. rj i 



THE apparent t 
this ferry, and land tf tr 
induced me Tf move from 
troops, and throw 



)f the enemy being m 
5 above and below m> ^ 
clacc the j^Tcater part i 
a different dtfpofition o3 



Tiverj whereby I hope not onlv to be more abfe to ifflf^ 
their paffage, but alfo to a^ the danger of being bM 
in this angle of the river. And notwith (landing the citfl 
cd appearances of the enemy on the other fide, mil'* 
Icaft in part, to divert our attention from any partri 
point as well %^ to harrafs us by fatigue, I cannot divcft' 
felf of the opinion that their prinelpa] defign ig m 
ri^r fomewhere above Trenton 5 to which dcfign I hin^ 
particular refpcft in the new arrangement, wherein I ''^ 
far happy as to have the concurrence of the general cA* 
at this place. 

Four brigades of the army, under generals lord Sflt& 
Mercer, Stephen and De Fermoy, extend from Yar<ikf'« 
to Coryers ferry, pofted in fuch a manner as togutrtlfl^* 
fufpicious part of ihc river, and to afford affiftanee i&** 
other in cafe of attack. General Ewin^, with the ff^ 
camp of Pennfylvania, and a few Jcrfey troops under p^^ 
Diekinfon, are pofted from Yardley's ferry down to 
ferry oppofite Bordentown. Colonel Cad wallader, wiA 
• Pennfylvanht milida, occupies Ae ground above and ^ 
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•the menu th of Nefhaminy river as far down as Dunk's ferry^ at 
which place colonel Nixon is polled with the third batallion 
of [PennfyiVanlaX A proper quantity of artillery is appointed 
to each brigade ; and I have ordered fmail redoubts to be 
thrown up oppofite every place where there is* a poflibility 
of fording. — I (hall remove further up the river to be near 
'the main body of my fmall army, with which every pofliblc 
oppofition (hall be given to any further approach of the 
enemy towards Philadelphia. 

As general Armftrong has a good deal of influence in this 
(late, and our prefent force is fmall and inconfidcrable, I 
think he* cannot be better employed than to repair to the 
counties where his intereft lies, to animate the people, pro- 
mote the recruiting fervice, and encourage the militia to 
come in. He will alfo be able to form a proper judgment 
of the places fuitable for magazines of provifion to be col- 
le^ied. I have requefted him to wait upon Congrefs on thi« 
fubjefl : and if general Smallwood (hould go to Maryland 
on the fame bufmefs, I think it would have a happy cffe& : 
he is popular and of great influence, and, I am perfuaded, 
would contribute greatly to that date's furnifliing her quota 
of men in a little time* He is now in Philadelphia* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, HeaJ' garters, at Keith's^ Dec. 15, 1776. 

ABOUT one o'clock to-^Iay I received a letter from 
general Sullivan, a copy of which you have inclofcd. I will 
not comment on the melancholy intelligence which it con- 
tains, only adding that I fincerely regret general Lee's un- 
happy fate, and feel much for the lof^^ of my country in his 
captivity. 

In refpefl to the enemy, they have been induftrious in 
their attempts to procure boats and fmall craft : but as yet 
their efforts have not fucceeded. From the latefl: adviceg 
thiit I have of their movements by fome prifoners and others, 

tl:cjr 



I 



General Washington's 

ir to be Jcariiig Tpenton^ Md to be Bbf^ rf» I 
1cc£on and AllcntowtL What their dcfigmai 
icf nicao to icirirat, or only a feint, oonotbcfc' 
1 have paftlca out to wmtch their iiwtioiis,iai»| 
iffibk, ao accurate opinion of their plans, 
cc, fincc my Iaft» hxs TeceiTcd no augmcflutiflsrl 
ml cotirfr, by fickncfe and other caafe% has diminiftidtill 
1 am adfifed by a letter from tlie council of fafctfj tiil 
juft cnmc to bind, tbit colonels Btird and Gilbrcitk«l 
isatcbrng mith their baiallians of militia^ and alfo thatfaKl 
0iiaU panieE arc aCeinblitig in CLunbcrUn4 county* * * * 
' I have lite boiior to be| &Cp Q,f.| 



Sia> Hfad^ Quarter i^ mi X^iiJb^^ I>4€, 16, llji] 

k^ IN a laie letter which I had the honor of zMr^l 

wsh I f^ok the liberty to recommend that more hm^\ 
IbouM be raifcd for the new army than what had 1 
wvmA. HaTing fully cmCukftd the matter^ I am more a 
vnore conirmccd not only of the propriety but of the necd^l 
£ty of the meafure. That the enemy will leave mtKiA 
yn-eiTaye^i In the coorfe of the next campaign to icdncl 
thefc ftates to the rule of a moft ♦ * •^ mull be oWi^A 
to every one ; and that the militia is not to be depended crJ 
«r aid expected from them but in cafes of the moil prcfcEl 
emergen cy> h not to be doubted. The firft of thcfe propoM 
thms IS un que ft Ion able, and fatal experience has given ^1 
fan£lion to the truth of the liUtcr: indeed their ktha^^o"! 
fatej and backwardnefs to turn out at this alarming cri&I 
fcem to juftify nn apprehenfion that nothing can bring tlieil 
from thciT homes. For want of their afTi fiance a lar^^cpil 
of Jcrfey has been expofed to ravajrc :xnd to plunder j«f I 
do I know th:it Pennfylvania would fhare a better fate co^l 
general Howe eflfcia a pafTiigc acrofs the Delaware witi*l 
refpeflable force, ITiefe confederations have induced m£»l 
wlQi that no reliance, except fuch as may arife itom occcffitlil 
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Ihottld ever be had in them ag|^n ; and to make further tneA 
tion to Congrefs of the expediency of increaCng their armji 
^— I truft the meafure will meet their earlieft attention* 

Had I leifure and were it neceflary^ I could fay mudk 
upon this head : but, as I have not^ and the matter is well 
underftood, I will not add much. By augmenting the 
tiumber of your batallions, you will augment your force : the 
officers of each vtdll have their intereft and influence ; an^^ 
upon the whole, their numbers will be much greater, though 
they (hould not be complete. Added to this, from the pre^ 
fent confufed ftate of Jerfey, and the improper appointment 
of officers in many inftances, I have little or no expedlatioh 
that (he will be able to raife all the troops txz&cd from her, 
though I think it might be done, were fuitable fpiiited 
gentlemen commiOioned, who would exert themfelves, tind 
encourage the people, many of whom (for a failure in this 
inftance, and who are well difpofed) are making their fub- 
tniffions.— In a word, the next will be a trying campaign: 
land as all that is dear and valuable may depend, upon the 
;iflue of it, I would advife that nothing (hould be omitted^ 
ithat (hall feem neceflary to our fucccfs. Let us have a re^ 
ifpcftable army, and fuch as will be competent to every exi- 
gency. 

I will alfo add that the critical fituation of our affairs, and 

the diflblution of our prefcnt force (now at hand), require 

, that every nerve and exertion be employed for recruiting the 

.new batallions. One part of general Howe's movements at 

this time, I believe, is with a defign to di(lra£l us and pre- 

.yent this bu(inefs. If the inclemency of the weather (hould 

Torce him into winter-quarters, he will not remain there 

longer than neceflSty fhall oblige him : he will commence his 

operations in a (hort fpace of time; and in that time our 

levies muft be made up, to oppofe him, or I fear the mo(t 

melancholy of all events muft take place. 

The inclofed eKtra£i of a letter from the cbmmifTary-ge* 
persd will (hew bis demands for money, and his plans foi^ 

procuring 
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piocgiiiii; filtcd pwrlfioiift and a <}uaticity of flc*uf f«lifl 
CmilvM^Aril. Tlie wliok iit fuhmiftcd ro tlic c<MifiJrnti«4| 
OmgTcGi \ and I wifti the fcfult of djcir opinion t« bcirai 
BUtfcd him, wth fiich fypplict, of money mu may be nefi*!|( 
fuc hiinfclf and tlu.^ depurimeiiu he tticiitions^ I 

Thccbitiiiig of the trcinp* h x mattt^r of infinite im]m 
imc^iiid, if it could be accoaiplilhed> would Ivavc ihm 
efft^. Thf IT rfiibcffci arc cxtrcmdy gr«at, tnanj of thdl 
being entirely nAcd^ ami moft fo thinly clad as ro bcimil 
for fenrice, I mufL ciitri^at CongTcfs to write to the agfnfll 
and canuaaar^i usmn iliw fubica, that every poffiUc fufpljl 
majr be pTOCurcd and fefwarcled with the urmoft expcdioflij 
1 cannot attend to the bufiiicfs myfclf. having more than 1 
cm paffiWy do befidcs. 

1 have the honor to be, &c* g. ff I 



I HAVE waited with much impatience to knowtkj 
!eteTmin,uioiTfl of Congrcili on the propofitions made fofflfj 
lime in Octobrr lall for augmenting: our corps of artillen M 
eilaWiilmiga eorp^ of engineers* The time is now come wl^I 
the fira cannot be dcbyed without the grcateft injury toElrf| 
fifcty of thcfe ftatrs j and rLcrcforc, under the rcfo'ution^ 
Xot^gref^ bcarbi; date the twelfth inaant, at the rcpeif^l 
Itnlancesyf colonel Knox, and by the preflmg advice of iSl 
ihe ^rnrral ofFiCcrs now here, I have veivturcd to order fhi^l 
b'^talliLin^ of artillery to be immediately recruhecL IfeM 
arc two kf^ rh,ni colonel Knox rcconi mends vk% you wiSlli^l 
h? his plan irttloiedr but then this fcheme compre!iem> »^ I 
Ihe United Siates, vt]icreas fome of the ftates havecofi 
iilre;icly citablilhca, and thefe three batalUons are Itidifpciil^l 
hiy neceirjry for liie operations in this quarter* includinj ll«l 
northern Jeparinient, 

The pay of our artilleries bearing no proportion wAI 
dial in die i'lighfli or French fcrvicc^-^the murnTuriDg^l 

liilTadsi^diffll 
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diflatisfadion thereby occafioned, and the abfblute tmpoili^ 
biJky (as I am told) of getting them upon the did terms,— ^ 
and the unavoidable neceffity of obtaining them ^t all events^ 
-^have induced me (alfo by advice) to promife officers and 
men that their pay fliould be augmented, twenty-fife per 
<:cnt9 or that their engagements fliali become nuli and void. 
This ttiay appear to Copgrefs premature and unwarrantable* 
But, fii', if they vieUr our fituation in the light it ftrikes their 
Oilicers, they will be convinced of the utility of the meafurc, 
and that the execution could not be delayed till dOFter their 
imeeting at Baltimore. In fliort, the prefcnt exigency of our 
sifFairs will not admit of delay either lb council or the Bdd : ' 
ffbtf well convinced I am, that, if the enemy go into quartern 
^t allj it will be f or a ftiort feafon. But I rather thint the 
defign of general Howe is to poflefs himlclf of Philadelphia 
this winter, if poffible ^ and in truth I do not fee what is to 
prevent him, as ten days more will put an end to the es.i&'i- 
cnce of our army. That one great point is to keep us as 
:Xiiuch harrajTed as poffible, with a view to injure the recruit-' 
,i ng fervice and hinder a colle£lion of (lores and other ne^ 
.^eiiaries for the next campaign, I am as clear in, as I am of 
Mny cxiflcnce. If therefore,- [u^hcn^ we have to provide in 
^Xhis (hort intervalr apd make thefe great and arduous prepa-* 
s-ations, — every matter that in its nature is felfevident is to 
be referred to Congrefs at the diftance of a hundred and 
^irty or forty miles, fo much time mud neceflarily elapfejp 
sis tp defeat the end in view. 

It may be faid that this is an application for powers that 
^re too dangerous to be entruded. 1 can only add that 6c^ 

fpcrate difeafes require dcfperate remedies ; and with truth- 
'^declare that I have no lud after power^ but wifli with as 

much fervency as any man upon this wide-extended conti- 
^ncnt for an opportunity of turning the fword into a plough-i^ 
^ihare. But my feelings, as an officer and a man, hkve been 
^(iich as to force me to (ay that no perfon ever had a greater 

cboiwe of difficulties to contend with-than I have. •^ It i» 

' needleC^ 
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iicedkfs to add that fliort enliftmentSt and a miftaken ie^ 
pendenoe opon militia, hare been die origin of attouia^ 
fortunes and the great accumtJation of our debt. 

We find, fir, that the enemy are daily gathering ibeifli 
Irom the difaffeaed. This ftrength» like a fnoi^baIl,ll 
lolling, will increafe, unlcfs Tome means can be dCTifedo 
check efieAually the progrefs of the enemy's arms. M& 
may poffibly do it for a little while : but in a little whilcalfc 
die nilida of thofe ftates which hare been frequently eaiki 
upon wBI not turn out at all ; or, if they do, it will be fS 
k much reludance and doth, as to amount to the fatf 
diing :— inftance, Niw-Jcrfcy I— witnefs, PcnnfyWama!- 
Could any thing but the river Delaware hare favcd Hi* 
dephia ?— Can any diing (the exigency of the cafe indeed itf! 
juftify it) be more dcftruaivc to the recruiting ferrice, tta 
giving ten dollars bounty for fix weeks* ferrice of thcmJi- 
tia, who come in, you cannot tell hovir,.-^go, you cannot d 
whcn,~and adJ, you cannot tell where, — consume your p 
vifions, exhauft your ftores, and leave you at laft at a cti* 
tical moment ? 

Thefe, fir, are the men I am to depend upon, ten day? 
hence : this is the bafis on which your caufe will and mt-\ 
forever depend, till you get a large (landing army fuiEcier^| 
of itfclf to oppofe the enemy. I therefore beg leave tog'> f 
it as my humble opinion, that eighty«cight batallionsare; 
by no means equal to the oppofition you arc to make, acii 
that a moment's time is not to be loft in raifing a greater nuc-; 
bcr,— not lefs, in my opinion and the opinion of my officcn,| 
than a hundred and ten. It may be urged that it m\\^\ 
found difficult enough to complete the fir ft number. Tbj 
may be true, and yet the officers of a hundred and ten b>[ 
tallions will recruit many more men, than thofe of cightj'V 
eight. In my judgment this is not a time to ftand upon 
expenfe : our funds arc the only obje£l of confideratioa. 
The ftate of New- York have added one batallion (I wi6 
they had n^ade it two) to their quota — If any good officer* 
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eiFer to raife men upon continental pay and eftabllfhment in 
this quarter, I (hall encourage them to do fo, and regiment 
them when they have done it. If Congrefs difapproveof 
this proceeding, they will pleafe to fignify itj as I mean it for 
the beft. 

It may be thought that I am going a good deal out ef die 
line of my duty, to adopt thefe meafure^, or to advife thus 
freely. A charadier to lofe, — an eftate to forfeit, — Uie in^^ 
cilimable bleOings of liberty at flake)— and a life devoted^— - 
xnuft be my excufe* 

I have heard nothing of the light- horfe from Virginiay 
nor the regiment from the £aftem4lj|3iore. I wifii to know 
what troops are to zSt in the different departments, and t^ 
have thofe from the fouthward (defigned for this place} or* 
dered on as faft as they ihall be raifed. The route flioukl 
be pointed out by which they are to march ^ aiTiilant-com* 
miflaries and quarter- mailers upon the communication, Jta 
fttpply their wants ; the firft or fecond officer of each batal« 
lion to forward them, and the other to come on, receive anc} 
form them at their place of deftination. Unlefs this is imme-* 
diately fet about, the campaign, if it fhould be clofed, wiU 
be opened in the fpring before we have any men in the 
field. 

Every exertion Ihould be ufed to procure tents : a 
elothier-general ihould be appointed without lofs of time for 
fupplying the army with every article in that way:— Ilk 
fhould be a man of bufinefs and abilities. A commiiTary of 
prifoners muil be appointed to attend the army :«-for w^nt 
of an officer of this kind, the exchange of prifoners has beea 
condu£led in a moil fhameful and injurious manner. We 
have had them from all quarters puihed into our camps ^t 
the mod critical jun£lures, and without the leaft previous 
notice. We have had them travelling through the different 
Hates in all dire£lions by certificates from committees, with« 
out any kind of cpntrol ; and have had inilances of fome 
going into the enemy's camp without my privity or know« 
7 * ledge. 



-* ^' 
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b^ after ptfliflf in die niiiner before iDciidonc4^1te 
nay be other officers neoefllkry i#bieh I ^ noi iCjuBiftt 
tlik time, and wkidn vl^cn tboiight of, i^eft be ponkk 
Ibrihif, fir, ymi 1017 irlyimi that' thr liniMHHiimliiHiirfll 
wuletthe prefeni eftablifluncnt^ U o^diged to atteaditik 
taCntfii ci fe manf diffbient depertaMMta^ ilktifnAx't 
impoffible to cottdHft that of hb o%m with the 
ceffitory ;— than whtch, nothing canbo'littiM itgiitieiis. 
- In'afotmerletter>Iintunatcd;ia74)f»aiogiof^ 
of having\ brigadier for ^very three regiafecMtap aiidt ti 
general to every three brigades at itoeft. I iUek no liuti 
tb be loft in mal^g lljwtnii lini intntsy ahmt f^ 
aiq^be confeqoent. Thb will Hot' oAly eld 4ie 
firvice* but will be the readieft tneem «tf;finAig 
dpfining tlk anny afterward^ whic!li^:'i]i: j^igdheft trt* 
hare to do it, is of amazing conTctilieiMSe; •' I Jam 
ever fince I have been in the farvt^e^ t^^feoutnge itf 
oJF local attachmeuti and diftin£ktoM of ^ooMtiy 
iuMing the whole by he greatert name at ^jikJfiem^ 
I found it impoflible to over come prejadiccf^ ; and, uodcrfit' 
new cftablifhmcnt, I conceive it beft to ftir up ancmnb' 
tion ; in order to do which, would it not be better foread 
ftatc to furnifti (though not to appoint) their own brip- 
diers?— This, if known to be part of the cftabliftmciai 
might prevent a good deal of contention and jealoufyj aJ 
would, I bclieve> be tlie means of promotions going forv*' 
with more fatisfadiion, and quiet the higher oflicers. 

Whilft I am fpeakihg of promotions^ I cannot helpgiviflj 
it as my opinion, ihat, if Congrefs think proper io-confc« 
what I have done with refpert to the corps of artillery, <»• 
lonel Knox (at prcfent at the head of that department, k< 
who, without promotion, will refign) ought to be appoiflK' 
to the command of it, with the rank and pay of bri^radier. 1 
have alfo to mention, that, for want of fotne cftabliflimetf 
in the department of engineers agreeable to the plan laid k 
fore Congrefs in OQober luil, colond Putnam who vas^ 
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the head of it, has quilted, and taken a regitnent in the 
ftate of Maflachufttts. I know of no' other man tolerably 
well qualified for the conducing of that bufinefs. None of 
. the French gentlemen whom I have feen with appointments 
iti that way appear to mc to know any thing of the matter. 
There is otie in Philadelphia, who, I am told, is clever : but 
. him 1 have never feen. 

I muft alfo once more beg leave to mention to Congrefs 
the expediency of letting promotions be in a regimental line. 
The want of this has already driven fome of the beft officers 
that were in your army, out of the fcrvice. From repeated 
and ft rift inquiry I am convinced you can adopt no mode of 
promotion that will be better received, or that will give 
,XTiore general fatisfaclion. I wifli therefore to have it an- 
nounced. 

' The cafting of cannon is a matter that ought not to bd 
one moment delayed : and therefore I fhall fend colonel'Knox 
"to put this in a train, as alfo to have travelling carriages and 
fhot provided, — elaboratories to be eftabliflied, one in Hart- 
*^Ford, and another in York. Magazines of provifions fhould 
""ilfo be laid in. Thefe I fliall fix with the commiffary. As 
'jur great lofs laft year proceeded from a want of teams, I 
^hall direft the quarter-mafter-general to furnifli a certain 
^lumber to each regiment to anfwer the common purpofes 
■hereof, that the army may be enabled to remove from place 
.^o place differently from what we have done, or could do, 
?his campaign. Ammunition carts, and proper carts for 
jfitrcnching tools, fliould alfo be provided, and I (hall direft 
: bout them accordingly. Above all, a ftore of fmall arms 
:hould be provided, or men will be of little ufe. The con- 
.'umption and wafte of thefe, tliis year, has been great :— 
nilitia, flying-camp m^n, &c, coming in without, were ob- 
rgcd to be furniflied, or become ufclefs. Many of thefe 
nrevr their arms away : fome loft them, whilft others dc- 
:;rted, and took them away. In a word, although I ufcd 
Vol. I. A a every 
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CVC17 precaution to ptdcrre them^ the loft has becngnt; 
and this will foreter be the cafe in fiich a mixed aDdff* 
regular anny as ours hat been. 

If no part of the troops already embarked at Ncw-Yod 
has appeared in Virginia^ their deftination doubdeis 
be to fome other quarter ; and that (late mud, I ihnV 
think, be freed from anj invafion, if general Howe aik 
efieAually oppofed in this. I therefore inclofe a 
randum given me bjr brigadier Stephen of Virginiai ^ 

Congrefs will pleafe to adopt in the whole, in pait,-« 

rejea,— as may be conCftent with their plans and intdligea* 

The divifion of the army, late under the command rfp 
neral Lee, now general Sullivan, is juft upon die point i 
joining us. A ftrangc kind of fatality has attended i 
They had orders on the feventeenth of November to jofl Jj 

now more than a month. General Gates, with four calta 
regiments, is alfo near at hand: three others from tbof 
dates were coming on, by lus order^ by the way of PeeUtJ 
and had joined general Heatli whom I had ordeied od 
Parfons's brigade, to join me, leaving Clinton's brigade aa' 
fome milUiii (that were at Forts ^Montgomery and Coci-" ^ 

tutlon) to guard thofe important paiTes of the HighLuii^i ba 

But the convcnlion of tiie Hate of New-York feeming^j be 

be much alarmed at Heath's coming away, a fleet app^'"'- 

iug off New. London, — and fome part of the enemy's trc:?i juj- 
retiring towards Brunfwic, — induced me to countermanilKi cf 

order for the march of Parfons's brigade, and to direS'^j fro- 
three icgimcnts from Ticonderoga to halt at Morrifto^'^^l to j 
jcril-y -where I underftand about eight hundred militia!*' an ; 
coDcclcd), in order to infpirit the inhabitants, and, afif^J is h 
a^ poiiibic, cover that part of the country. I ftall fenJ?! flioi 
ncral Blaxv/ell this day to take the command of them,i*'^ he 
ii' to be done, to harrafs and annoy the enemy in their qu^'"' n^er 
tcrsj and cut off their convoys. 

The care xm] vigilance, which were ufed in fecurlrg^^ 
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^boats on this river, have hitherto baffled every attempt of the 
enemy to crofs : but, from concurring reports and appear- 
ances, they are waiting for ice to afford them a paflage. 

Since writing the foregoing I have received a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the inclofed is a 
;opy. Previous to this, and immediately upon the firft in- 
elligence obtained of a fleet's going through the Sound, I dif- 
latched orders to generals Spencer and Arnold to proceed with- 
out the lead delay to the eaftward. The firft, I prefume, is 
•one : the latter, not getting my letter till he came to a place 
ailed Eafton, was, by advice of general Gates who alfo met 
ly letter at the fame place, induced to come on hither before 
^e proceeded to the eaftward.— Moft of our brigadiers ate laid 
'p : not one has come on with the divifion under general Sul- 
Van, but they are left fick at different places on the road. 
^ By accounts from the eaftward, a large body of men had 
Ambled in Rhode-Ifland from the ftates of MaflTachufetts 
^d Connefticut. I prefun^e (but I have no advice of it) 
Sat the militia ordered from the firft, to rendez-vous at 
^anbury (fix thoufand in number) under the command of 
s^ajor-general Lincoln, for fupplying the place of the dif- 
^nded men of that ftate in the continental army, will now 
\ ordered to Rhode-Ifland. 

"^"'In fpeaking of general Lincoln, I (hould not do him 
"-ftice, were I not to add that he is a gentleman well worthy 
^ notice in the military line. He commanded the militia 
:^m Maflachufetts laft fummer, or fall rather, and much 
t my fatisfaSion, — having proved himfelf on all occafions 
^ adive, fpirited, fenfible man. I do not know whether it 
-lis wifli to remain in the military line, or whether, if he 
ould, any thing under the rank he now holds in the ftate 

comes from would fatisfy him. How far an appoint- 
■^nt of this kind might offend the continental brigadiers, 
cannot undertake to fay : — many there are, over whom he 
^ht not to be placed ; but I know of no way to diferi- 
.^ate. — Brigadier Reed of New-Hampflure does not, I 
A a 2 prefume, 
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vailed upon to continue after their term of fervi< 
If militia then do not come in^ the confequencc 
too evident. 



Sir, Camp above Trenton Falls y Decern^ 

THAT I fliould dwell upon the fubje& c 
treffcs, canHot be more difagreeable to Coagrefs 
painful to myfclf. The alarming fituation to \ 
affairs are reduced impels me to the meafure. In 
invedigation,— which in moll cafes ferve to develop 
out a remedy,— *in ours^ prefent more and greater d 
r ' j Till of late, I was led to hope from report that n 

^ derable part of the troops compofing the regioi 

were with general Lee, and thofe from Ticondcn 
general Gates, had enlided again. This intelllgen< 
fefs, gave me reafon to expefk that I ihould have, s 
piration of the prefent year, a force - fomewhat 
fpedable than whgt I find will be the cafe* 

Having examined into the date of thofe rerimei 
anthorifed to fay from the information of their offi< 
but very few of the men have enlifted. Thofe n 
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:. pointment of officers in fome inftances, — the turning out oT 
. good, and appoin ting of bad, — in others, and the incomplete oir 

rather no arrangement of them,— a work unhappily commit- 
:, ted to the management of their dates : nor have I the moft 
: diflant profpeft of retaining them a moment longer than 
- the lafl of this inftant, notwithft.andlng the moft preffing 
; -folicitations and the obvious neceffity for it. 

By the departure of thefe regiments I fhall be left with 
^ five from Virginia, Smallwood's from Maryland, a fmall 

part of Rawlins's, Hand's from Pennfylvania, a part of 

Ward's from Conneflicut, and the German batallioni 

^mounting in the whole at this time from fourteen to fifteen 
,- hundred efFeftive men. This handful, and fuch militia as 

mey chufe to join me, will thdn compofe our army. 

When I refleft upon thefe things they fill me with much 
' concern, knowing that general Howe has a number of troops 

cantoned in the towns bordering on and near the Delaware, 
' — ^his intentions to pafs, as foon as the ice is fufficiently 

formed, to invade Pennfylvania and to poffefs himfeif of 
"I" Philadelphia if pofTible. To guard againft his defigns and 

the execution of them, (hall employ my every exertion : but 
"how is this to be done ? As yet but few militia have gone 
* to Philadelphia, and they are to be our fupport at this alarm*. 
'^ ing crifis. Had I entertained a doubt of general Howe's 
' intentions to pafs the Delaware on the diflblution of our 
^ army, and as foon as the ice is made, it would now be done 
away. An intercepted letter from a gentleman of Phila* 
■ delphia (who has joined the enemy), to his friend ^nd part* 
' ner in the city declares that to be their defign, — that the 
army would be there in ten or twenty days from the fix- 
teenth inftant, the time of his writing, if the ice fliould be 
made 5 — advifes him by no means to remove their (lores,— 
that they would be fafe. 

The obftaclcs which have arifen to the raifing of the new 
^rmy, from the mode of appointing the officers, induce me 
«o hope, if Congrcfa rcfoive on an additional number of 

A a 3 batallions 



raifcd would admit of; by which means fever 
men could not have been provided for, had the u 
been ufod for the purpofe ^ and many others of 
been neglecled in the late appointments, and tl: 
worth and kfs experience put in their places o; 
over their heads. Tliis has been tlie cafe with n 
bed oflicers. 

The inclofed letter from tlic paymafter-gcnera 
the {late of the military cheft, and the neceflit^ 
and immediate fupply of ca(h. Tlie advances to i 
for bounty and the recruiting fervice, are great : 
regiments, at the expiration of tliis month will : 
of their claims, * * * 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
P. S. If the public papers have been removed f 
delphia, I hope thofe which I fcnt by lieuten; 
Reed before wc left New- York have not been : 
they have not, I beg the favor of you to break 
cheft, and fend me die feveral letter-boofcs fealcd 
frequent oc^afion to refer to them« 



Tg Robert Morris Efqulrcn 
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even rcfleft upon the authors or caufes of, our prefent mif- 
fortunes: wc fhould rather exert ourfelves, and Ipok forward 
with hopes that fome lucTcy chance may yet turn up in our 
favor. Bad as our profpefts are, I (hould not have the 
lead doubt of fuccefs in the end, did not the late treachery and 
defeftion of thofe, who ftood foremoft in the oppofition while 
fortune fmiled upon us, make me fearful that many ipore will 
follow their example, who, by ufing their influence with fome 
and working upon the fears of others, may extend the cir- 
cle fo as to take in whole towns, counties, nay provinces. 
Of this we have a recent inftance in Jerfey ; and I wi(h many- 
parts of Pennfylvania may not be ready to receive the yoke. 

The fecurity of thecontinental fljips of war in Delaware is 
certainly a capital objedl; and yet to draught the many hands, 
neceflary to fit them out, from the militia, might be dan-; 
gerous juft now : perhaps in a little time hence their places 
may be fupplied with country militia ; and then, if the exi- 
gency of affairs requires it, they certainly ought to be fpared. 
— ^I will juft hint to you a propofition that was made, or 
rather talked of, a few days ago by the officers of two New- 
England regiments whofe time of fervice will expire on the 
firft of January. They are moft of them water men : and 
Jthey faid their men would willingly go on board the frigates, 
^nd navigate them round to any of the ports in New-Eng* 
Inland, if it was thought they would be fafer there than in 
Delaware. You may think of this, and let me hear from 
^ou on the fubjeft, if the propofition pleafes you. 

Lieutenant Boger of the navy is already gone in, and I 
have made a demand of lieutenant Jofiah in exchange ; but 
[ have not heard whether lord Howe accedes to it, I will 
Drocure the releafe of doftor Hodge as foon as it can be done 
ivithout injuring others by giving him the preference, as I 
i^ve always made it 4 rule to demand thofe firft who hav^ 
Seen longeft in captivity. I will take the fame fteps in re 
^rard to Mr. Jones, commander of the floop taken by the 
"^^ndrew Doria* 

I fliaU 
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I fliall take the c.u^ieft opportunity of feniii - k !ts3 
letter to general l.w, with tlic bill drawn upon najorSil. 

From an intcrccpcd letter from a pcrfon in th/fecrtGC 
tlic enemy, I find th/ir intentions arc to crofs rd^waRS 
foon as the ice is fuiTicicntly ftrong. I mention this, fe 
you may take the nrccfHiry ftcns for the frcurity cf fuchpuV 
He and private proiu-rty as ou^rht not to fall into :h\xhd 
fliould they m.ikc tl^vnifelvcs maRers of Philidelphia, d 
which tliey do not fecm to entertain the lead doubt. 

I hope the next chriihnas will prove happier than tb 
prcfent, to you, and to, dear fir, your Cncere friend «: 
humble fervant, q% 

P. S. 1 would juft aflc whether you think Chriftianaate 
place for our llores. Do not you think they would kfafe 
at Lancafter, or fomcwhcrc more inland ? 



Sir, Head-Quarters, Morrtfioivn^ Dec. 2.7, lA 

I HAVE the pleafure of congratulating you uJ^ 

the rucccfsof an ciUcrprife which I had formed againll : 
detachment of the enemy lying in Trenton, and whicli ^f^' 
executed ycllcrday morning. 

The evening of the twenty-fifth I ordered the troops i'- 
tended for thib fcrvicc to parade back of A4« Konkev's f^:'-" 
that they might begin to pafs as foon as it grew dark, \^^\ 
gining wc (lioiiia be able to throw thcni all over, with t^' 
necciTary artillery, by twelve o'clock, and that we m* 
eafily arrive at Trenton by five in the moriumr, the diil-' 
being about nine miles. But the quantity of 'icc, made:'- 
night, impeded the pafiage of the boaty fo much, t!.a: it'^^' 
three o'clock before the artillery could all be got over; ^ 1 
near four, before the troops took up their line of nurch- i 

This made me defpair of furprifiug the town, asH^^! 
knew w^e could not reach it before the day was fairly hx^^-' 
But as I was certain there was no makin-r ^ retreat \\I''""'* 
being difcovered, and harrafled on repafling the river, 1 1'-' 

termi''- 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 36* 

rf 

' " bcrmined to pu(h on at all events. I formed my detachment 

-:iaito two divifions, one to march by the lower or river road, 
:^he other by the upper or Pennington road. As the divi- 
^ons had nearly the fame diiiance to march, I ordered each 
^^f them, immediately upon forcing the out guards, to pufli 
direftly into the town, that they might charge the en^my 
^Jbefore they had time to form. 

. ; The upper divifion arrived at the enemy's advanced^ poft 

. XiXzCLly at eight o'clock j and in three minutes after, I found, 

^ from the fire on the lower road, that that divifion had alfa 

got up. The out-guards made but fmall oppofition, though, 

for their numbers, they behaved very well, keeping up a 

conftant recreating fire from behind houfes. We prefently 

. .faw their main body formed : but, from their motions, they 

. feemed undetermined how to aft. 

^ Being hard prefled by our troops who had already got 
poffeffion of their artihery, they attempted to file off by a 
joad on their right, leading to Princeton. But, perceiving 
their intention, I threw a body of troops in their way 5 
which immediately checked them. Finding from our difpo- 
^ fition, that they were furrounded, and that they muft in- 
evitably be cut to pieces if they made any further refiftance, 
^ they agreed to lay down their arms. The number that fub- 
. mitted in this manner was twenty- three officers and eight 
' hundred and eighty-fix men. Colonel Rahl the command- 
ing officer, and feven others, were found wounded in the 
f town. I do not exaftly know how many they had killed \ 
•' but I fancy, not above twenty or thirty, as they never made 
'' any regular ftand. Our Jofs is very trifling indeed, — only 
^ two officers and one or two privates wounded. 
^' I find that the detachment of the enemy confided of the 
^ three Heffian regiments of Lanfpach, Kniphuufen, and 
'^. Rahl, amounting to about fifteen hundred men, and a 
S troop of Britifli light-horfe : but, immediately upon the be- 
^ ginning of the attack, all thofe who were nor killed or taken 
^ puflied direftly down the road towards Bordentown. Thefe 
^ would 

i 
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would llkewife have fallen into our hands, could my plan 
lave been completely carried ,into execution. Geoenl 
Ewing was to have crofied before day at Trenton fern, 
and taken pofTeffion of the bridge leading out of town: bat 
the quantity of ice was fo great, that, though he did crery 
thing in his power to effect itf he could not get over. Urn 
difficulty alfo hindered general Cadwallader from croffiog 
with the Pennfylvania militia from Briftol. He got part df 
his foot over : but finding it impoflible to embark his artil- 
lery, he was obliged to defift. 

. I am fully confident, that, could the troops under generals 
Ewing and Cadwallader havtf paffed the river, I fhould ha?c 
been able with their affiftance to have driven the cnenif 
fiom all their j)ofts below Trenton. But the numbers I had 
with me being inferior to theirs below me, and a ftrong 
batallion of light infantry being at Princeton above me, I 
thouglit it moll prudent to return the fame evening with 
the prifoners and the artillery we had taken. We found no 
ftores of any confequcnce in the town. 

In juflicc to the oflicers and men, I muft add that their 
behavior upon this occafion reilc6ls the higheft honor upon 
tliem. The difTiculty of palling the river in a very fevere 
night, and their march through a violent ftorm of fnow and 
hail, did not in tlic Icaft abate their ardor: but, when thev 
came to the charge, cacli feemcd to vie with the other in 
preflir..; forv^^ard : and wqvq I to give a preference to any 
particular corps, 1 fliould do great injuftice to the others. 

Colonel Baylor, my firft aide-de-camp, v^-iH have the 
honor of delivering this to you ; and from him you may be 
made acquainted with many other particulars. His fpirited 
behavior upon every occafion requires me to recommend 
him to your particular notice. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q, "VV. 

Inclofcd you have a particular lift of the prifoners, artillcff 
and other llores. 
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Sir, Newtvwn, December 29, 1776. 

I AM juft fetting out to attempt a fecond paflage 
over the Delaware with the troops that were with me on 
the morning of the twenty-fixth. . I am determined to cffcik 
it if poilible ; but know that it will be attended with mudi 
fatigue and difficulty on account of the ice, which will 
neither allow tis to crofs on foot, nor give us an eafy 
paflage with boats. General Cadwallader crofled from 
Brillol on the twenty-fevcnth, and, by his letter of yefter- 
4lay« was at Bordentown with about eighteen hundred mea. 
In addition to thefe, general Mifflin fent over five hundred - 
from Philadelphia on friday, three hundred yefterday even- 
ing from Burlington, and will follow to-day with feven or 
eight hundred more. I have taken every precaution in my 
power for fubfilting the troops, and (hall, without lofs of 
time, and as foon as circumftances will admit of it, purfue 
the enemy in their retreat,— try to beat up more of their 
quarters, — and, in a word, in every inftance, adopt fuch 
meafures as the exigency of our affairs requires, and our 
£tuation will juftify. 

Had it Hot been for the unhappy failure of generals Ewing 
and Cadwallader in their attempts to pafs on the night of 
the twenty-fifth, — and if the feveral concerted attacks could 
have been made,— I have no doubt but that our views would 
have fucceeded to our warmeft expedations. What was done 
occafioned the enemy to leave their feveral polls on the Dela- 
ware with great precipitation. The peculiar diftrefles to 
which the troops who were with me were reduced by the 
feverities of cold, rain, fnow, and ftorm, — the charge of the 
prifoners they had taken, — and another reafon that might 
be mentioned, — and the little profpeft of receiving fuccours 
on account of the feafon and fituation of the river,— would 
not authorife a further purfuit at that time. 

Since tranfmitting the lift of prifoners, a few more have 
been difcovered and taken in Trenton, — among them a 

6 lieutenant* 
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I h^ve bdm Iwncyreil wifh yoor Icwer of tlic twwhr-* 
^^ i*** f^^ ihrnll pay dtic attnnui 

*— A fUf ^^.^ It ♦ ,.> iiii.r,,,i.»i: ifiitji ^ Ivfr " 

simI ^loofhcr to gcm:ra1 Lee, For tht: bi 
d«|uire l%mi Ditiifmurctl ft bill of t:wc}umge, drawn byl 
RfiiJfh ofiiceTf, for a huT»df<^d anj lixtccn poumk, 
i3itl:ings si«»t< tl^r^e pciue, on n ..- SmiiJI, formDtK7hi 
niftcd fWm ift Sooih-Carolji hi truft >i*ili bf p^j 

T*hU fupply is cxchjfiri? f^f the lorn jon ha\-e ttfolml to ) 
ftnt him, and \\* ' " Vi . MorrS« will procure In ttrae. 
I liuvc the Ih» , ^v% q/ 

P. S, I am under great xpprchcnGons about obtainine? 
per fuppllej* <jf pnwifwn for our ffrQO{«s; I fcar itvnVl: 
ej^tremciydidkult, ff not impTa£lic:ibIe, ^% the cnemi 
rvcrf aicotint, liavc ukca and culktlctl every ihif 
GOuUi find* 
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